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!\ly !\\olh~r \\'as the strollg~sl. most dt:dicatt!d. hard-working women [[IiI\,e eva 
Knowll, Sh~ ~Ildurcd IOI1Hidabk hardships during the depr~ssion. 1I~\ '<!r gi \'ing up and 
a[wi\\s h.:lit!\'illg thaI somehow sht! \\l.>Ldd pcrse\ 'crc. with God's hl!lp, She rcll1aill<.!d loving 
aull caring tlU'OlIgholl\ hc:r ord":-ills, 

On Scptl!l1lbcr 8. 1889. )(alll~' Edith Alma. al\\'uys knuwl1 as Can-ie .-\JUla. \las bom 
in RodJord. fIli nois 10 SnJllud and [Ina Hulmquist. Sh¢ wus thl! c: ld.!sl ur Sl!\'cll chi Idr<.!n , 
I kr I~llhl!r wus a carpcllkr. and the lillllily Illo\'cd ortcn. r~sidillg in Winois. :"1 iJUlcsota. 
Idaho, Washington and finally. ~Ionlillln , \loney WelS shon in til\! large: family. and Carrie 
kit s..:llo~)1 <llkr liHh grad.: , ,-\1 ag.: 12, :--\ll! still1.!d doing huusework f(.lf oth.:r Lunili.:s_ Whc-Il 
~h.: \I a~ ;1 \Ollllg \\'Olllan she lileu un it homl!stcad south of Joplin, ~Il)ntal)a, Emil .k)hll 
Jah-:s. till! l;tll h,lJlUSOIll": SOil OfC;l!I111:1Il illlllli~rallts. likd on on.: n.:arl)\ ', Can'ic and Emil 
\\\:1''': llIarn..:d ill I Y I J~alld to this union sis d~ldr~n \\'..:re bom. ~)I\I! d\'i'ng. ill illbllC\ '_ Th~ 
\;1Inil\' Illu\'cd to a ramI sl)u[1I of( .. 'lh:~I.:r, \Iolllan;t. in 1926. Four y.:ars [akr. Ill\' l:llh.:I' , lll\' 

J ~-~ '~"r"0Id brother \\' illiam and I b~L'alll<.! sid~ with pnelllllonia, ,..v-t~r, e:ighl \ \'e,:1\.s ill Ill.: 
hospitallh ... Lord spared Illl? but Ill\ 1:llhc!r and hrolhl!f di¢d, A .. Hcr a tragic dOllhk hlll':fai. 
my Ilh)lh<!r wus kn wilh a small dryland l~1'l1l and lour dal\ght~rs , . \ 'iolel. Lv.:lyll. ~lar:?i\r~t 
aHd P"-'lrl. \' i,)lel \I'as Ill!urly SiXl~~ll and I was the yOllllg\!sl at tour. 

\\'<! all \\'ork\!d haru during the: tkprt!~siun. blll Illy motht!r sho\\ ~d th.: Illost S~i1lllilla 
()t' all: Without th!.! s~ilooJing ll~cessary lor i\ good job. she opted to \r~" L0 k..:cp [h ... ralllil~' 
logether OJ! til ... farm. This meant hiring SOll1eOIl.! to put the I.:rops in')' ~OIl\ .. :ljllles a din~'r"'111 
()Ill! eacb ~'..::af, Wht!n on ... of ~lothcr" s brothers ~otlld hdp .. a succcssfirl crop \I as possibk .. 
but SOllie olher hir~d h~llds brought disasl..::r. Olle mall didn't set the drill L'om.'cLI,\' 101' 
s.:cding and the crop was a compktc 1iilllr~, ,..'\.lloth.:r time mOlher fount! th~ hirt..:d trJ'l.:lor 

uriver J~:ing bcsid~ the traclor drunk! Dust slonns. dry \\'ealh~L and [O\\' rri ....... s lor 
cunHllOdilic!; cr~atd a struggle lor any 11lnncr [0 make it living, but for it wido\\' witll four 
young dallghlcr~, maKing a living \\';.IS an ..:wn bigga cha[[~ngc, 

Chickens .. pigs. lllilk cows and it (~\\' range ~attle helped supplement in~01ll~ ilnd nil 
th~ hlbk, I r~mcmbu Mother riding the horse-drawn mowl!r to cut th~ 11lIY lor willler I~cd, 
My oll,lest siskr would hitch Ih~ hors.:s to th~ rake 10 put the hay in blln~hl.!s, Theil all or LIS 

would pill.:il hilY onto a rUl.:k_ tak.~ i 1 to our hay bam, and pitch it into th .... mo\\' .. Wh ... 1l thl.! 
fenc!!s around the cow pasture nceded mending. t-.lother liKcd' tbem .. Sh~ used an old .. 
lashiollcd post hole digg~r and tampl!u til.: dirt around the posts \vith a hea\ 'y long bar that 
would ha ve taXed (hI! strength of most lllc:n, 'nlc tinished f~ncc was quite durable: 

fvlilking cows was a churl.! Illomillg alld night. and we girls helped. but sOl\l!.!tim..:s 
t-.lolhl'f took oVer that task.joo, Tlh,' llIilk was scr>arakl(.{ into skim milk and cr.:am Llsing the 
sl.'parator, The bowl and oih~r pans oj' (bis ar>paratu:; had lO b~ thoroughl~' \\ asll~d each 
time Once a \\'ed,,_ ~O\ll'! orth.: cl'.!am was chUn1ed imo butl¢r in a wooden or glass dllll1l. 
The ':XCeSS ~r~;,\ln IlilS slor ... d in a cr..-am ~an in the ('001 cellar untilli.lIl. \\-'h~n it \ViiS takl.!!l 10 

lown to be shipp~d to a cr ... amc0'. 'I It!!r.! \\'as 110 l!kc(ri.:ity ;}vailabl..!. thus no rdrigeration. 
To prc:sel'\'e dair:.' prouuds during hOi \\- calh~r.. ,,-.: put thc:m into a dc~p. cowrcd buchet and 
hung Lb~m III the wt!'ll. 

Ind00r plumbing \Vas abo Jad"ing at our hume: place .. '\1.1 \.\'t\t~r fur h()\lsd\old uSc 
was ':<In·i.~d I;'om a \\'dl in buck!!\:-. .\11(1 ~'a r ri~d out a:;ain ali<!l' il \'.as d:-..:d! 

Til..: girls I~d the chiek.!lls ilnd g:tLhl!r.:u eggs .. but ~-lothcr lOOk. care of th~ bigg~r job!:, 
{)f d.:aning (he hellholLse and "s!oppi Ilg" Ih~ bogs. I leca I J the pig baIT..!! Ild I or s(}llr~d milk. ' 
and 100d scraps. wbich. Lllong "'jlh ground gmin. cOlllpris~d tb~ pigs ' di .. :1. 

@ ( Th':! tr h'edding W"d.S dt.:: scY"lbed tn th~ Chester pa per, .. s '<t.. nal': as" one 
of the lJrett test in this vicinity for !Some time. ,. ) 
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.-\t bllldl<.!ring lim.:. it Ii-i.:nd or rdati\'!! llsllall~' slaughl<.!red a pig or co\\" . • 1lH.I Moth.:r 
prVLl!ssd il. Sin~c tll~r.: wl!r.: 110 Ii-c.:z.:rs. shl! calUlco most of Ihl! bed' and som,: purk. SilL 
L:urLd 111.:- hams and bacon and hung th~m in Ihe cdlar. 

III :HJditioll to Illeill prrn:.:ssing. I reme-mba lIla1l~' huun; of call1lill~ Iruit illihe lall. I 
L'all still s<:,,' Ihallow..:rinf?, sta-:k nffrllil b\))\<.·s in the kitdlCIl. all to h,,' c' lnn..:d 1)1\ ;\ \\"uod- <lilt! 

cu,ll- burning slove. That SlllI 'C required a supply of wood allu eu:d put lip bdor ... · \\ inkr. 
~[;In~' all hOllr \Iolha sp ..... nl dJOpring \\'\\00 and piling il in the \\ooOslh:u. Sh.: kit llsing Ihe 
: l\. lIas Ilh) da1lgerolls lor IIS.:.0 she oid it all hersdf We hdpl!u b~ ' cillT\ing (hI! \\ood to the 
:--hed ;1I1d th ..... IllllIS ...... 

To co\\:r the llIud illlhc ":11'<1. In' llI()th.:r completeo another hig prOle..:\: hllildil1g 
\\'h)tkll :-. id,-·\\·;db. C ..... 111.:.'111 \I,,!'. tUl) ,,· .\.pclIsi\· ...... so sit ..... llsed \H)L)d In Ia~ ;1 palh 10 Ih~ olilduor 
pri \'~ . 11t~ bllllk IhHIS': . tit.: \\ IhlJ. ... h.:d_ ;lIld t 11.: b:llllyard kJl~\!. Th~~..: \\ :11"- \\;1 ~" I:t:-;t..:d Ill.: 
S':h:JlIL'.:n \ ~ars sll ..... li\\:d \)11111 ..... 1:1I11l. 

\\"ashill!!, doth~s WaS alllllha major rOlllin.: OUlY. llsing a \\TUlger \\a"hiug llIaChl1\~ 
rull b~ a gas molor. Til.: wakr \\·a$ I.:urril!d li'Ulll the \I'd\. hcakd in a builer 0ll lit..: Slu\\! and 
c:l.lTi.:d \<) th.: Jllachine . . ~Ioth..:r olkn add.:u lye to hr~ah. dO\\'lllhe 66 g,raill hardll~~s uftk 
\,\<11.:1'. T\\'o lubs w.:r.:: lill.:d fur a double rinse. Whcll it railll:d ~nollg.h 10 lill Ihe r.:s.:n·oir ill 
til.: r : I.'llI"~. IV': us.:d bllL·h..:tS 10 lillt\\u b;tnd~ . IIl.:n brought th.:m 10 Ih.: h011s~ (III a 
:-.Illll.:bu;lt pulkd b~ ' hors.:s. WI! all appr ..... ciald lh-: nie.: soH \\akr lor baths ;l~ \\·....11 : \~ I~H ' 

L·llllh.:s \\ ashing! 

Uthl!f things lhat r.:quir.:d ;1\ t ..... nLillll ull thl! !;lnn during those d.:prc.:!.'sivll ~ '!MS 

indudd hand pump.ing Wi.l(cr into it Iroll~h lor til.: caul.! whc.:n lh~ r ..... ~.:n·uir \l'as d~·. 
br.::t\.; illg lhe i..:.: in lih! winler \\ hl!n it \\ ';IS frozen O\'.:r. raking lht.! ~ 'anl ami humillt! the 
IrCllh.:IIJolls amount oftumbl.: \\\:.:us pikJ Jlong tht! kn~ Iin~s IrOll1 ~trollg \\ illd.'i. l'I~:lllill g 

1I1;lllurt: Iroi11th.: CO\\· and horse ham. sho\'ding grain 1rom a truck inlo a bin and sho\'dl1lg 
il bad:. into a truck \\'hl!ll it was sold, r~pairillg (orrais, painting the! hOllS\! inside and OUI. and 
handl ing any ullpredictable probkms that arose Ir~t.fUenlly. All of tiS h<!lped \Vh~ll we (ould, 
blltlilc hurd ..... 1l ut'kc!l!ping the Jill11l going was on my mother's shollldt:rs. Sill! ne\'cf 
L'omplaillc!d. btll had a great dc!al of worry and COIl~(!m which she handkd \\ jtlt uignity ilnd 
rcrs,:\ ·.:r.IIlLC. Onl! thing she didn't ha , ',: 10 I.l.:al with W<1$ figuring and paying [IlCOlll\! 1;1\:/ 

Never Oll(c! did mOlhl?!" a,-'cepl ,\dl;ir':/~\'cn when oQr incollh: ,,"as sl!\'[~rdy limiku. 
\\'.' sddom had JanL~' cx1ras on otlr dilUler table, but I ll<!v(!r remember goillg hungry either. 
:\ g;trd.:n was an essential pal1 of Ollr lik. Sin,"\! rain was the: only "\\ atl!rillg" \\'I! had. il "'as 
otknluo dry 10 pn)dll~t: maJl~' \'\~gelabks. bill [ recall the potato bill illtIJ<! (dlar Il:-;uall\' had 
iI \\'intds supply of pot a !.oc::-;. 

This ~x(e!ptional mother ofmillc had 1".::\\' idk moments. Sb~ ll\ighllaI-.~ lilll\! for :I 

ShOl1 lIap during an <!xlrl!llldy tiring Jay_ bill sh.: also lound tim.:: to do many spt!cial thing:; 
aroullulil.: hou:'l!. Sh~ bak.ed Jdil'iolls hrcaLl and rolb. pla.tlll~d and c0oh. ..... d big Sllllda~' 
dilU\~rs . I\ot olll~: lor [:llllily. hut olien lix 20 to 30 rdatives illld fi-i.:nds . Our \}()lISl! \\as 
small. bUl shl! ,!I\\'ays Illanag.:o \\~ry \\~II. ilom~ llIaol! iet! C["I!:t1ll \las a gr~allrcal. Fir~1 

\Iolh.:r gol iL'l! Ji'om SL)Illt!,)Hc WIIO h,lt! put lip iL'1! in IIl~ winter in an ullu.:rgrollnd i(~ hOllse. 
Then she mixc:d Ihl! ingreoil!llls Illgc.:tb.:r <tnd put Ih.:m ill Ih\! j~<! cr.:am li'I!':Lt:L ,lIid \\ ~ look 
tU!1l\ ..:r;\n.l;,illg~h~ h~!ldk l\ntill, h~ i..:c cr..:all' \\as Ir0zl!n. We: all \.·alll~ \\'ilh Slx)OllS tll /tdp 
ckillllhe dash ..... r \l'h':/l il \\'<lS plllI~lIli'l)llI Ill ..... cOlllailll!r. Theil it \\'as dllSc.:J ,Ilid p:\L'h.~d with 
i ... ·1: unlil \\'t: \Vere r.:ao,· 10 hal I! it lor u.:ss.:rl, 

Durillg thl! \Vinter molh!!r m;ldl! LJuilh. I'm L'<.!ftaiu Jurillg hl:[ liktillh:: sh\! COlllpkted 
0\ L'/" IOU afghalls. palt.:mcd l[lIilts_ anJ ulh~rs . Sh~ (Ill lhe pice.:::; ,IIIU ~~" .. :u Ih.:m togc.:lhcr. 
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;lIlti alt.:!" the quill was made. ~ pul if 011 quilting Irames and hand stil":l~h': en[ir~ are:l . 
This (ask requir.:u many houn; ur .:ardi.tl \\orl-:. but the linished quilt~J proullct \\'a ... 
b~alltilld. wilh long. e\'el1 lines of stitch.:s. l : sllall~' sh.: (ied th.: alghalls \I ith yam. 

WhCIlIll~: !;lthc:r \I'as ali\\:. \\~ had a \\,illis-hnighl Lilr. and bt.:r a \Iudd-T Ford. 
rill lIol SlIr('! what happened 10 lht: lirsl car. blll the !\ lodd-T bum.:-J \\ hell 1l1~ uld.:st si:;kr 
\\;1::' :1 hjgh .<;.:1100! :'\cnior. ka\lng Lt.';; \\ ilh a h0r~.: and buggy ill gl)od \\'::lllIel" HlItlll0rse ;\11(1 
sleigh ill \\illier as our suh: IranspO(1:llion (lIlItil \\e could lilh.T ,dh)ru tv bu\' a \!odd-.-\ 

Furd). \ly se...:ond uIJ.:SI !;iSICr \\'as in .:-11:lr5e ufJriving 10 schuul. LIking ...:ar.: urthe: horses 
\I!h:n \\e g,)\ (here. :tIlO hilching. lh.:m tt) th.: bugg~' or sleigh alkr "(\I<")\. Fur hL'''' this Lhor~ 
\\ : 1:-. nllt ouly kuiolls. but ':I\lb :lrra~-,;;il\~. sill':': e\-L'['\'Ulh! <!lst: UI'0\-": L';lIS In this IlIlle F<lr 
tlll)"e ,:l>ld drj\ '.,:s hUO\\I}. ~ll)th~r \\ould 1I':'lt Hat ir0)1s :Uld \\I':lp tll"':IlL to help k ... ~,p llllf k...:l 
;lIld h;lIIJ" \\ anll. 

( )Il~~ ill a blizzard. w.: Jidn', C,)Ill': hunte \\ hcn t\!OIH ...:xpel·r..:J lh. Sill.: ",'ldlll1\ rlRk 
hUl'sehad:. butlhis tiJ1l~ sh~ was so \\'1)lTieU L1ta( she saddled lip :i' horse :'.IIId ~.:I uul (0 lind LIS. 

It IUflh;J vul (hat th.! ~hool prinL'!p,,1 had hdd all rural ~hildrell ulltil Ill...: slorm abal..:u. but 
\\ ilh 1\0 telephones ill Ihos~ Jays, i\'!oth.:r had no \Va~' or knowing \\.: \\ ~rL' sak lInlil sill' lotk 
th ... · J ,5 I\liks to lown IIU'Ollgh til.: hI izzard. That's Iht! way 1m' 1110111 \\ a~ : \\ llling 10 risk her 
0\\'11 \\.:II-heing lor lil;)( ufhd oallghl.:r:-.. 

Illth~ sam.:: \\a~·. sh~ 11"':\'':1' L'ollsiu':I'L'd remarrying. Sh~ kar..:J a :-lLplillh...:r might Ill)t 
be ,:olllpatiblc \\'ilh h<!r i:ul1il~': .--\Ji~r we w<!r.: grown. though, l\!l)/h~r haJ a ti·iellJ \\ hOI1l 
she may have h\!l..'o\l1c dose to. bUI h ... di...:d ';lIdu\!nly. This \\-itS al)l)(h.:r r ;linl\lllo~s 

lor a \\'omall \\,ho}lad sun;:rcLi so rl1l1~h luss alrcady in her lire. :\e\wlh.:kss. \ Ivth.:r al\\ a~'s 
c0111inued to lind happiness in hL'r lillllily, anLi their :1l:..:ompli:..dulI<!l1h, :\11 lour dallghkrs 
L'Olllpklcd high school and three \\'enl on to colll!g..:. Thl!Y ;\11 I1lan'ied ;lIld raised t;lI11i\ics 
within 60 miles of th...: hOIll~ pLt~\!. ~lvlh.:r \Vas Wilh us every step ,Irthc \\ ;)~ ' . 

In 19~ 7 t-.lolher mO\'l!d Irol\1 the Iiml into Ch~Sh!r. S':\'cllt<!':ll y\!ars alkr h)~ing 1l1~' 
blh..:r illHJ William. Onl! might think sit ... \\ould hil\'e bC(!l\ r~ady for an ~lSi<!r li{~ all.:r all 
the hard work on Lltl! fann. Not so: she workeJ steadily in hl!r ~·iln.L rais~d bcalltilhl 
llo\\'crs, L'lipjXd the hedge when IlCCL'S$;l/'Y. IllO\h!U Ih..: grass. and had J produL'ti\.: 
slru\.vb..:m· patch. Shl! also ..:ontinu.:d to mal.: 4uilts into. her eighties. 

t-.lothl!r pa!>S.:d away in 1978 al the age oi'88. When 1 relllcmb<!r In~' rnolha. I Lhink 
oJ' a woman with an iron constitution . \\ ho worll!d harder than any (Jason should ha\'.: 10 

\\ orl.:.: a \\oman who \..:~pl tillnily h>gclllL'L ,Illd abo k~pl the fanll I'/\)/ll "going lIm!.:r:" a _ 
WOIll,Ill \\ 110 showed enJless st<lll1ina in ~pit.! of adverse conditiol1:-.: but most oLdL a \\'0111;\\1 
\\ ho c<.Ifl!d, We IOllr daugh1crs 10\'cd our mOlh~r ddrly. still miss b<.!r. and fcd hcaJ1brol\cn 
b":CLlllSC oflh~ sa~rilit:\!s she mad...:. Sh~ is Irul\' the mosL r~markabk \\oman i'w kllu\\n. It 
s~cmed 1\) 1l1~ that sh.: triumphed o\·er Ih.: man\' cross ..... '!> shl.! bad to hear. Shl.! guiJ.:J liS 00\\11 

lil~'s palh\\'a~' with a kl!ling of scwril y. ilnd Ih..! Iulo\dcdgc! thai '\d1.:r.: Ih..:r~ is a will. Ih~r~' 

is a ",a\'." \ ... ·\'L'r gi \'~ up! 

Vicv>.£ {(1Jc~):Jr~ 
~~.AZr ~'r.!~~ rttxV 
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