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A couple of years ago AI ice Shepherd a member of the Broken MountaIns 
Genealogical Society came up with the idea of searching for a Century 
Ranch/Fa r m , with the help of Lyla Pugsl ey and Maxine Ward. They 
sea r ched many sou r ces, bu were unsuccess ful. So in the meantime \.le 

dec i ded to look for a p rson born in Liberty County nearest to the County 
Bi rthday and st i I! li ves in the County. A fter! oca i ng a birthday person we 
r e e ived comf i r mat i on rom the Nat i ona I Ar ch ives t he e d of May that 
there is in fact a rancher wh o doe s qual ify for the Century Awar d. So we 
presented both aw ards . The Bi r thday Per son was Glenn LaValley and the 
Century Ranch Award w ent to the Oswood Fami Iy. 

St rength from the past, hope for th e future 
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:Jresented bv he Br'of·.er, -1ountalns 13eneo]·j9ICal Society durlllQ thE: Diamond C~ntennlal 
celebrallOn . Hleir hu-d genera ior, ranch has been in el';istence Since f'lJY 1595 ThE
t)swoods are IClured net,l to the· rlQlOai house bUlI - on th Os wood homestead. wl'ncn m 
:aler Yf;.?-rs was used Cl5 ;3 barn . 

By Valorie Zach 
liberty County Times 

B. J . Oswood 's I i fe-long hobby of sav i ng th i ngs f r om the pas t has 
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stre ng thened t he glue ho lding his fa mi Iy t rad it ion s t ogether . 
Th e importance of hang ing on to his t rad it ions was ev i dent I as t weekend 
w hen he an d his f ami ly received the Centur y Ranc h award f or their 
gene r at i on f arm/ranch operat ion, gi ven by th e I oca I Broken Mounta ins 
Geneal og ica l Society. The honor was bestowe d in con j unction with the 
01 amond Centenn i a I ce I ebrat; on , f or the ver if i ed farm or ranch that has 
been In eXistence since 1895. 
Aga i nst the backdrop of the Sweet Grass Hill s, the Oswoo d ranch is 
situated 23 mi les northwest of Ch es te r ) at the f oo t of East Butte. 
I nc I ud I ng some state I and, BJO Ranches, nCo now tota I 5 4,040 acres. Red 
Angus cross Heref ords are ra i sed here in add i t i on t o wheat and hay. 
Oswood also takes In other lease cattle in hi s operation . 
Benjamin John , otherwise known as B.J ., 53, has I ived on the homestead of 
hi s grandparents John and Cec iii a Oswood, f or th e past 33 years. His 
father Bernett , and Gr andf athe r J ohn all made thei r I iving on the same 
ranch. Hi s grandparent's house , bu i It in 191 0, was the fir s t home for B. J . 
and his br I de, tv1 i che I e, when they were marr I ed in 1962. Accord i n9 to 
accounts of the Oswood fami Iy history, the lumber for the house was 
brought to the ranch on wagon s from Fort Benton. 
Th e original house was built on the land sometime before 1900, and in 
later years , used as a barn. 
In 1975 B.J. and Michel e bui It a new hom e. Careful not to dispose of the 
past , they kept the o ld barn and house, includi ng a great deal of hiS 
grandparent' s housewares and some' tems f r om Norway, wher e B.J .'s 
grandfather originated. 
Tucked among the keep sake s 8 . J. managed t o ho I d on t o throug th e yea r s, 
right next to his dad's ticket s for the Demps ey- Gi bb ons fight in 1923 at 
She I by, are the 0 rig I n a I Ab s t r ae t s 0 f Tit ! e t o hi s 9 ran d fat her' 5 pro per tie s , 
some signed by Pres I dent Wi I I i am McK in ley. 
B. J .' s grandf ather, J ohn was born in Bergen, Norway and came t o America 
in 1893, hav i ng lived f irs t in northern III i no is bef are com I ng to ant ana. 
In the Spring of 189 5 he and his brothe r Knute formed a partnership , 
poo ling what money they had to buy 40 head of catt I e. John a I so hired out 
to he t· d she e p, 5 Inc e he w ant edt 0 I ear nth a t asp e c t 0 f bus I n e 5 S as wei!. I n 
1898 K nute got homes i ck and so I d his shar e of the partner sh i p to J ohn , 
returning to Norway. 
John became a government trapper wh en J ac a I ranche s we re los i ng ca Ives 
t o wo I f-pack s. He mar r i ed Cec iii a R i sv od in 189 9 and they had thr ee 
chi Idren, Bel-nett, Margaret and Ti II i e. J ohn started out w ith squatte r 
right s unti I he could homestead and then continue d t o acquire land as he 
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went al ong, buying i t up from other homes teader s. 
Cec iii a passed away in 1948 and John in 1957. B. J. re members that he 
was 14 when hIS grandfather died. 
John 's son and B. J.' s tathe r , Bernett Oswood, w as born on tv1ay 22, 1900. 
He and hi s wi fe Beatr i ce and t he i r ch i I dren, B. J. , Barbara and Bern i ece 
(i nteresting ly , everyon e's name in th e f ami Iy starte d with the letter B) , 
I ived on t he farm that bordered John's p I ace, four mil es west, wh i ch was 
all one big unit , said B. J . 
Bu i I dings have been added over til e y ear s and an add i t i on was made t o the 
garage. Th e origina l root cellar, bui I t in th e 1930' s is s t i II in use. 
E I e c trr city wasn't hooked up on th e far mstead unt i I 195 1. 
A pond , art es I an we I I that flow s 24 hour a day an d th e beauty of th e Sweet 
Grass Hi ll s ar e spec i a I fe atures of the r an ch. B. J . r emember s hi s 
grandp arent s use d t o keep cr eam and but te r in a cem ent trough dow n in th e 
we II and the w ater wou I d keep th i ngs coo I. 
Oats and hay fo r t he hor ses were main crops in th e earl y years. Whea t and 
bar l ey cam e later when B. J. broke up t he land in 1956 and started crops. 
In 1976, 8 . J. bought the land fr om his fath er, Aunt Til li e Holm. si sters 
and step-mother. 
He's been a fa r mer and r ancher a II his I i fe, I earn i ng the ropes fro m hi s dad 
and grandp a. "From Day One I've l oved it," he sa i d. 
It' s been no sma II ta sk man ag i ng to kee p hi s operat i on at loat in these 
try ing t ime s f or f arm ers an d r anchers. 
I t's be en r ou gh t o hang on to with bad pr i ces on gr a i n and cat t I e t hrough 
th e year s and w eather elemen t s, " sa i d B. J. "But w ith ! ot s of changes , 
w e've survi ve d," he added. "Oi I and gas exp I orat ion, dr i l l i ng and leas i ng hav 
he lp ed us," he ad ded. Michele has helped quite a bi t , too." he said wi t h a 
smi le. Ve r y opt imistic about t he f uture. he feels" th is might be one of th e 
bes t year s yeti" 
The r anch has been a con stant source of joy to the fa m i I ie s that have lived 
ther e. " I t 's always been a ga t hering plaCe." said B. J., " f or all the 
ne i ghbor s to get togeth er - the se two p I aces (h is parent IS and 

gr andparent' s homes) were always full of people." 
Michel e said she' s always enj oyed t he peace and quite of country li v i ng 
and the outdoors. Their two sons, Br ett 26 an d Bryan 22 had lot s of 
fr i ends out to stay when they we r e gr ow i ng up. Brett is now emp loyed in 
Great Fail s but can be f ound at th e ranch on mos t w eek end s. Bryan attends 
co II ege at MSU- Northern and he I p ou t at the r anch dur i ng t he summe r 
months. 
" I t 's been a go od p I ace to ra I se f am i Iy," sa i d t he Oswoods, who a II love 



- 43 -

mus Ic and have many happy memories 01' "jamming together " on the r anch. 
"They (the Oswood ancestors) made fr i ends thr ough a II the ye ars and i t 

wa s carried right on down," said B. J. fondly. "Thi s IS a good community. 
everyone Ile I ps one another out." 
Another trad i t I on in the Oswood fam i Iy has been the i r livestock brand , 
which was passed down from John to his son Bernett and then again to his 
son B. J., who passed the N-9 brand on down t o his son Bryan, to make ita 
four generati on brand. Bernett ha d the B+O br and which he gave to B. " 
who In turn gave It to his son Bre tt. BJ now has his own brand - BJO. 
B. J . said that "sav ing things" always r an i n h i s fami Iy, and he takes a lot 
of razzi ng f or I t , but has hIgh hopes of sav i ng and pa ss i ng the ran ch on 
down to his boys somedays . A s for hi m and his wife. "We'l l st 
ay here un i I we aren' t ab I e to," he sa i d. 
Accordiflg t o aff Idav lts and other In f ormation gathered by member s of the 
genealogical group, from the National Ar chives in Washington , D. c., the 
offi c ial date the Oswood ranch originated was May, 1895 - and a 
descendant of the Oswood s IS st ill IlVi ng on the v ery first piece of I and 
purchased. 
It is hoped to keep th I 5 award presentat i on as an ann ua I proJect of the 
I oca I Genea I og I ca 1 Soc i ety. 
Follow I ng are the ob I tuar I es of the OSWOOD f am i Iy: 


