
RICHARD ALMOND 

Birth: N/A - Died: May 3, 1953 

Liberty County Times 

May 7, 1953 

Box Elder High 
School Boy Killed 
In Gun Accident . 

Richard Almond, Box Elder, 
was killed Sunday about 9:30 p. 
m. by an accidental discharge 
from a .22 pistol. 

It has been reported that he· 
was putting the gun away after 
a hunting trip when it was dis­
charged. He died enroute to a 
hospital. 

Almond will be remembered by 
many as a member of the Box 
Elder High School basketball and 
football teams. 



ROY L. BAIR 

Birth: NI A - Died: July 2,1953 

Liberty County Times 

July 16, 1953 

Roy L. Bair Dies 

Roy L. Bair, Spokane contrac­
tor, and one of the heaviest con­
tributors to the developing and 
drilling of the Sage Creek oil 
structure, passed away in Spo­
kane, July 2nd. He will be re­
mel1ibered by many people r..ere 
for his congeniality and cooper.(l­
tive spirit in the drilling of the 
Sage Creek well, which had to 
be finally abandoned. 

Mr. Bair was affiliated with 
the B.P.O.E. No. 228 of Spokane. 



... -., -~; ,"-'-_ .. ' ., '". , . 

GALEN ROGER BREKKE, JR. 

Birth: April 22, 1948 - Died: March 31, 1953 

Liberty County Times 

April 2, 1953 

Boy Loses Life 
In Cesspool 

Cut Bank, Montana- Firemen, 
police officers, sheriff's officers, 
doctors and the "man in the 
street" rusr.ed to 314 South Cen­
tral Tuesday afternoon when the 
fire siren wailed the alarm after 
little Galen Roger Brekke Jr. dis­
appeared through a snow drift 
inio an abandoned cess pool. Don 
Presnell and Bob Jensen, assisted 
by Patrolman Oren Loyland, re­
covered the little boy and fire­
men and physicians immediately 

· stal'ted to work with every means 
at their command to revive him. 
However, all was of no avail and 
the little fellow was declared 
dead. 

Police Chief Chuck Gould ex-
· pr<,s~ed the thanks and apprecia­

:.i'ln of the community by pub­
'licly thanking all those wr.o as­
sisted in the emergency. 

Galen Roger Brekke Jr. was the 
· son of Margaret Hannah Brekke 
I and Galen R. Brekke. He was 
born in Cut Bank April 22, 1948, 
and lived his short life there. Oth­
"r cUl'vi VOl'S include a brother, 
Dick, 3; his maternal grandmoth­
er, Mrs, Mike Kelly; paternal 
grandfather, OLaf Brekke, and 
grandmother, Rub y Sederberg, 
;. ,,:;cral"services were held from 
'~'. Fad's L~irhcran church Fri­
day afternoon at 2 o'clock, Music 
was furnisr.ed by Mrs. Don Keis­
o'er ancl Lorene Steele. Pallbearers 
\"iCl'C Jim Severson, Milton Jones, 

". .. ]\,1oo:e a!,d· Don Presnell. 



GEORGE HENRY DAHl£N 

Birth: December 7, 1929 - Died: September 20, 1953 

Liberty County Times 

September 24, 1953 

Three Locally Known Men Killed in 
Truck Accident Near Kevin; Sunday 

(Great Falls Tribune), Shelby­
Three Toole county men died ear­
ly Sunday morning in freak two­
truck accident one-half mile east 
of Kevin , _ Two of the victims 
drowned when their truck landed 
upside down in a mudhole. The 
third burned to death when ee 
was trapped in the cab of his 
flaming truck. 

Drowned were Frank Welch, 25, 
Oilmont, and Wallace King, 52, 

George Henry Dahlen, 23, Kevin 
was burned to death. 
, A passerby, Red Whitt, Kevin, 
suffered superficial burns and 
cut hands when he attempted to 
free Dahlen from the burning 
truck. 

There we'r~~ no ':witnesses and 
officers still were investigating 
late Sunday to learn what caused 
the accident. They had pieced 
together enough evidence to point 
to the following version of the 

! fa tal wreck: 
Welch and King were in a late 

model pickUp truck which ap­
parently had stalled along the 
highway into Kevin. Dahlen's 
pickUp truck, traveling in the 
same direction, is believed to have 
struck the other vehicle from the 
back. 

It boosted the stalled truck off 
the road, where it landed upside 
down in a mudhole in the ditch, 
trapping Welch and King inside. 
The impact set Dahlen's truck 
afire and he was unable to free 
himself. 

Whitt was the first to arrive 
on the scene. Hearing Dahlen's 
screams~ he attempted to get him 
out of the cab by breaking the 
window but was unsuccessful. 

Highway Patrolman Tom Yost 
and County Coroner W. F. Burns, 
who investigated, said the men 
apparently were on their way 
home. They set the time of the 
accident at between 1 :30 and 2:15 
a.m. 

They had to use a winch to 
pull the truck from the mud be­
fore the bodies of Welch and King 
could be freed. Dahlen's truck 
had to be cut open before his 
body could be removed. 

All the bodies are at the Burns 
Funeral home here. Funeral! 

services for Dahlen will be Tues­
day at 2 from the Community 
Methodist ceurchin Shelby with 
Reverend George Sanders offic" 
iating. Burial wiII be in the 
soldiers' plot of the Shelby cem­
etery. Funeral services are pend­
ing for Welch and King. 

Welch was the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Aaron Welch, who live 
northeast of Oilmont. He was 
born Dec. 22, 1927. King was 
born Dec. 7, 1901. His parents 
are believed to reside in Leth­
bridge. A brother, Howard, lives 
near Lothair. 

Dahlen was born Dec. 7, 1929, 
at the rance of his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Theadore Dahlen, six 
miles west of Kevin. He attended 
Kevin schools and had returned 
home about two months ago af­
ter serving seven years with the 
Navy. Two years of that time he 
had spent in the Japan-Korea 
area. He was employed as a farm ' 
hand near Kevin by Oscar Nep- I 

stead. 
Survivors include his pare'nts, 

tl:ree sisters, Mrs, Sam Potter, 
Kevin; Mrs. Edgar Woods, north 
of Chester; and Mrs . James An­
drews, Oklahoma City, and tiNO 

brothers, Carl Dahlen, Cut Bank, 
and Pete Dahlen. Kevin. 

Frank Welch and Wallace King : 
both have been employed by Nel- : 
son Bingham of the ,Whitlash 
neighborhood. Weld: started 
work for Bingham some time this 
spring, while King had been with 
him for the last thirteen years, 



HARVEY ROY EDMISTER 

Born: 1934 - Died: January 7,' 1953 

Liberty County Times 

January 15, 1953 

•• ''''.am Takta 
OwnLlh 

Harvtty Roy JCdmbter. l~ 
Galata wu found dead In the' tI 

lice of the Iwnber yard in~: 
about noon on Wednt'-iday 0/ lltt 
week. Death waa caused by ~ 
sell-mfilcted bullet wound in lJI. 
head, accordln, to officials. . 

The young man had ~n 'Ill. 
f('ring from a diab€!tic cc'ndilioa 
for some time. He is the SOn Of 

Roy Eda.mer, who has been !ltd. 
fast foy' .ome time and ile "II 
taking care of the lumber Yanl 
tor his father at the time of hi! 
death. 

He is survived by lUG YOUD( 
wife, hia parents and tnany othe 

..relatives in· and around Ga!au 
aDd Lothair_ 



FLORENCE ERICKSON 

Birth: 1895 - Died: April 11, 1953 

Liberty County Times 

April 23, 1953 

Mrs. Florence 
Erickson Died In Ore. 

Mrs. Florence Erickson, 58, 
wife of Peter L. Erickson, Salem 

: Oregon, died April 11 th in th~ 
; Providence hospital following 
i complications following surgery. 
, Mrs. Erickson was born in Min-
neapolis, Minnesota. She and Mr. 
Erickson had lived near Stanley, 
Wisconsin for 18 years previous 
to coming to Montana in 1913. 
They lived in what is now Lib­
erty county from' 1913 to 1923. 
They have been residents of Sa­
lem, Oregon for the last twelve 
years. 

Besides her husband, she is 
'survived by one son, James of 
Salem; two daughters, Mrs. H. L'. 
Newell of P.toenix, Arizona and 
Mrs. Bernie Gauo of Salem; two' 
sisters,' Mrs. George Bloom"of' 
Wayzata, Minnesota and Mrs. 
Nels Erickson of Bertram, Minne-. 
sota; and six grandchildren. 

This news was sent to the Times 
office by Mr. H. E. Rolph of Sa­
lem, Oregon. 



WILLIAM FLINT 

Birth: May 30, 1881 - Died: October 30, 1953 

Liberty County Times 

November 5, 1953 

\Villiam Flint Dies 
William Flint, who came to 

Hingham as a homesteader in 
1909 and had made his home in 
that community since, died Fri­
day morning, October 30t1:, at a 
Havre hospital, at the age of rt2. 

Born May 30, 1881, in London,' 
England, Mr. Flint came to Mon­
tana in 1905 by way of Saskat­
chewan, Canada, and took up a 
homestead 10 miles north of Hing- . 
ham in 1909. 'I' 

He was married at Havre 
April 27, 1917 to Helen Hendrick­
son, who survives. Also surviving 
are a stepson, Ted' Hendrickson, 
Hingham Postmaster, and a sister 
and three brothers, all in England. ! 

Funeral services were held for. 
the retired farmer at the Holland 
and Bonine Funeral Home Mon­
day afternoon at 2 p.m. Officiat­
ing minister was Harry Bucalstein 
of the Sixth Avenue Christian 
churc1:. Mrs. Ole Flaten sang 
two numbers, "Abide With Me'" 
and "Pass Me Not." The pall­
bearers for William Flint were 
Earl Rathbun, John Morrissey, 
Jess Lyon, George Welch, O. A. 
Sterry and Wilmer Kindschy. In­
terment was in a Havre cemetery. 

= 



PAUL JOHN FUNDERHIDE 

Birth: January 9, 1884 - Died: July 27, 1953 

Liberty County Times 

July 30, 1953 

Funeral for Paul 
Funderhide Today 

Paul John Funderhide, well 
known Lothair resident and for­
mer 'county. surveyor, passed 
away in his sleep at 3 a.m. Mon­
day, of a heart attack. He died 
in his home in Lot1:air. Although 
he had suffered a lingering ill­
ness, his death came unexpected­
ly. 

Funeral services are being held 
this (Thursday) morning at 10 
a.m. at St. Mary's Catholic church 
here, Father Timothy Werner of­
ficiating. Rosary was held Wed­
nesday evening. Interment will 
be in the C1:ester cemetery. 

Paul John Funderhide, 69, was 
born January 9, 1884; in Grand 
Meadow, Minnesota, the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Funderhide, 

. both deceased. He attended grade 
: and high school at Cando, North 
Dakota, and was graduated from 
the Agricultural college of Fargo, 
North Dakota, majoring in civil 
engineering. He was married 
November, 11, 1930, in Lothair, 
to Edith Greiner. Funderhide 
was a civil engineer with the 
Montana Hig;l'.way Commission 
for 11 years. He retired from 
that position a year ago, due to 
ill health. Prior to his working 
with the highway commission, he 
was employed as a civil engineer 

,with the Federal Highway Com­
mISSIOn. He served as Liberty 
cou~ty surveyor from January 
1928, through 1930. He home­
steaded southeast of Chester in 
1911. Within tl:e past few years, 
Paul Funderhide completed sur­
veys and blue print drawings of 
new maps for Chester and Lib­
erty county. 

He is survived by his wife and 
four children, Rebecca Ann, 19, 
?auL ,: &i.'::'~<lbert, 16, and Patricia, 
13, and aLSo by a sister, Mis? 
Grace Funderhide, of Cando; 
North Dakota. 



FLORENCE A. GESSWEIN 

Birth: August 9, 1857 - Died: October 12, 1953 

Liberty County Times 

October 15, 1953 

Mrs. Gesswein, 96 
Dies Tuesday 

Mrs. Gesswein, 96, passed away 
in her sleep Tuesday afternoon at 
her residence in Chester. She and 
her son, Leon, had moved down 
here from Shelby about four 
months ago as Leon had work 
at tb.e dam site. 

Mrs. Gesswein came to Montana 
in 1913 with her husband to live 
with their son, Leon, on his home­
stead some sixteen or seventeen 
miles north of Chester. She lived 
there with her family for several 
years and in 1930, Leon sold his 
holdings here and moved witb. his 
mother to Oilmont. Since that 
time, she has made her home with 
her son at Oilmont and in Shelby 
until they came to Chester a short 
time ago .. 

Holland and Bonine were given 
charge of the body and have pre­
pared it for sl:ipment to Still­
water, Minnesota where inter­
ment will be made in the family 
plot in the cemetery there. 



JOSEPH WILLIAM HEMMER 

Birth: November 11, 1920 - Died: July 27, 1953 

Liberty County Times 

July 30, 1953 

Funeral For Joe 
Hemmer to Be Fri. 

Joseph William Herrl1-r.er pas­
sed away Monday morning, July 
27, at the Toole County Memorial 
hospital in Shelby, He became 
ill quite suddenly while attending 
the Marias fair and was taken to 
the hospital. 

Funeral services wiIi be held 
at St. Mary's church in Chester, 
Friday morning at 10 a.m, Ros­
ary in Chester at 7:30 p.m., Thurs­
day witt Father Timothy Werner 
officiating. Burial \,'ill be at Lo­
thair. 

Joseph William Hemmer was 
born November ll, 1920, in Lo­
thair, Montana. He attended 
grade school in Lothair and high 
school in Whitefish and Galata, 
He graduated from the Chester 
high school with the class of 1941. 

He is survived by his father, 
Matt Hemmer, of Hot Springs, : 
and brothers, Frank, John, Law­
rence, and Gerald of Lothair, Lt. 
George Hemmer of Kelly Field, 
Texas, Lt. James Hemmer with 
the Armed Services in Germany, 
and Charles Hemme,' of Shelby 
and a twin sister, Mrs. Robert 
McCann of Billings. 



ALBERT HOLTER 

Birth: 1882 - Died: September 18, 1953 

Liberty County Times 

September 24, 1953 

Albert Holter Dies 

The body of Albert Holter, 71, 
retired Joplin farmer, was found 
in his room in a Havre hotel Fri­
day night. He had died as the 
result of a heart attack. 

Mr. Holter l:ad filed on a home­
stead about 25 miles north of 
Joplin in 1912, and had lived and 
farmed there since that time until 
a few years ago, when he retired. 
He has been living in Havre and 
Kalispell since that time. 

He is survived by his sister, 
Mrs. A. O. Klingen of Minneapo­
lis, Minnesota, and the body has 
been sent back to Minneapolis 
for burial. 



BEAUMONT A. HOOSE 

Birth: 1928 - Died: May 17, 1953 

Liberty County Times 

May 21, 1953 

Galata Farm Hand 
Killed in Auto Wreck 

Beaumont A. Hoose, 25, Gala­
ta farm hand, Korean war vet­
eran, was Killed early Sunday 
morning when his 1950 convert­
ible plunged off the highway 
some three miles north of Aga­
wam. 

Bernard Midge, 30, also of Ga­
lata was injured in the accident 
and is in the Choteau hospital 
suffering from multiple lacera­
bans and a possible skull fracture. 

The men were returning from 
Augusta when the accident oc­
curred about 1 :00 a.m. Officials 
reported "Too much speed and 
a sharp curve at the top of the 

'hill." Hoose died in the wreck-: 
: age. Midge was thrown out as i 
the vehicle overturned and was 
found some 45 feet from the car. I 

Hoose was unmarried. The: 
body was forwarded to Belling­
·ham, Wast:ington for funeral ser­
vices and burial. 



MARY EUSE HULL 

Birth: May 9, 1953 - Died: May 1,2, 1953 

Uberty County Times 

May 21, 1953 

Services Held For 
Hull Infant 

Funeral services for Mary Elise 
Hull, infant daughter of Mr. and 

'Mrs. Michael Hull were held in 
j St. Mary's Catholic church on 

I Friday, May 15th, Fatter Wen;er 
in charge, The little girl 'hap: 
passed away at the Sacred Heart 
hospital in Havre May 12th, hav­
ing lived just four days. 

I Interment was in the local 
I Catholic cemetery. 



MURRAY JOHNSON 

Birth: April 24, 1877 - Died: June 26,1953 

Liberty County Times 

July 2, 1953 

Funeral Held for 
Murray Johnson 

Murray Johnson, 76, long time 
resident of the Sweet Grass Hills 
area, but lately residing in Shel­
by, passed away at the Shelby 
l:ospital Friday morning. He had 
been ill, almost an invalid, for 
the last several months. 

Mr. Johnson was born in 
Pleasanton, Kansas, April 24, 

11877, where he attended school 
'and lived until 1897, when he 
came to Montana. He settled on 
a ranch west of Whitlash and 
operated the ranch for fifty 
years. 

On August 28, 1901, he was 
married, in Great Falls, to Miss 
Myrtle McDowell, of Gold Butte, 
wl:o survives him. In 1947 the 
couple moved to Shelby, turning 
the ranch operation over to their 
son, Vernon. 

Mr. Johnson was very much in­
terested" in community affairs, 
always took an active part in the 
doings of the Whitlash commun-

,ity, was a member of the Elk's 
lodge in Shelby, and served on 

. the Marias fair board for sev­
eral years. 

Immediate survivors besides 
the widow are: three daugtters, 
Mrs. Virginia Ratzburg of Led­

~ ger, Mrs. Robert Thompson of 
'Whitlash, and Mrs. Florence Van 
Norden. of New Jersey; two sons, 
Vernon and Murray, Jr. Of Whit­
lash. 

Funeral services were held at 
Whitlash Tuesday afternoon at 
1:00 o'clock with the Rev. Clif­
ford Schumacher officiating. In­
terment in tce cemetery at Shel­
by, with graveside services about 
3:30. 



JOHN G. KINDSCHY 

Birth: May 17, 1881 - Died: February 19, 1953 

Liberty County Times 

February 26, 1953 

Funeral For J. G. 
Kindcshy Held Sun. 

John G. K.indschy of Hingham, 
who dlscontlllued publication of 
hIs newspaper, The Hi-Line 
y.'eekly, with the November 26 
ISsue, died in a Havre hospital 
Thursday at 4;Pe age of 72. 

. Mr. Kindschy in partnership 
wIth John Budge, purchased the 

! paper in 1918 from Berkley 
, Walker, :-vho had established it 

as the Hlllgham Review in 1911 
At the time of transfer, the nam~ 
was changed to the Hingham 
A~erican, and became the Hi­
Lme Weekly in 1934. Mr. Kind­
schy took over the entire interest 
m the paper in 1919. 

Mr. Kindschy was born in Al­
ma, Wis., May 17, 1881, and taught 
school in North and South Da­
kota before coming to Montana in 
1909 from Grotton, S. D., to en­
gage III farming north of Hing­
ham. 
. On June 17, 1913, he was mar­

ned to Cora M. Klabunde at Ab­
erdeen, S. D. 

He was a past officer of the 
Hmgham Odd Fellow lodge and 
the Hingham camp of M~dern 
Woodmen of America, in which 
he had held membership for 50 
years. Mr. Kindschy was also a 
member of the Montana Press as­
sociation. 

Surviving relatives include his 
wife, a son, Donald, ~okane, 
Wash.; his mother, Mrs. 'Bertha 
Kindschy, Hingham, and the fol­
lowing sisters and brothers: Ruth 
and Wilmer Kindschy, Hingham; 
Clement Kindschy, Havre; Mrs.· 
Laura Snyder and Mrs. Ena 
Weeks, Seattle, Wash.; Mrs. Orilla 
Heldmaier, Spokane, Wash.; Mrs . 
Olivia Rice, East Glacier; Robert 
Kindschy, Olympia, Wash., and 
Dwight Kindschy, Moscow, Idaho. 

Funeral services were con­
ducted from the Woodmen's hall 
in Hingham with the Rev. Clar­
ence E. Drumheller of the Hi-Line 
Methodist Parish and the Rev. 
Manley Helleson of the Hingham 
Lutheran church officiating. Mr. 
Joe Simon, with M,s. Robert 
\Voods as accompanist sang "Sun­
set" ahd Mrs. SyverNordby and 
Mr. Lloyd Keist sang "Lights of 
Home" with Mrs. David Spicher 
at the piano. 

Pallbearers were: Arnold Mi­
chaelson, Al Petrick, Jess Lyon, 
George Welch, Vincent Horinek 
arid Sid Stelter. 



WALLACE KING 

Birth: December 7, 1901 - Died: September 20, 1953 

Liberty County Times 

September 24, 1953 

Three locally Known Men Killed in 
Truck Accident Near Kevin, Sunday 

(Great Falls Tribune), Shelby­
Three Toole county men died ear­
ly Sunday morning in freak two­
truck accident one-half mile east 
of Kevin.. Two of the victims 
drowned when their truck landed 
upside down in a mudhole. The 
third burned to death when r..e 
was trapped in the cab of his 
flaming truck. 

Drowned were Frank Welch, 25, 
Oilmont, and Wallace King, 52, 

George Henry Dahlen, 23, Kevin 
was burned to death. 
, A passerby, Red Whitt, Kevin, 

suffered superficial burns and 
cut hands when he attempted to 
free Dahlen from the burning 
truck. 

There we'rec' no . :witnesses and 
officers still were investigating 
late Sunday to learn what caused 
the accident. They had pieced 
together enough evidence to point 
to the following version of the 

'fatal wreck: 
Welch and King were in a late 

model pickup truck which ap­
parently had stalled along the 
highway into Kevin. Dahlen's 
pickup truck, traveling in the 
same direction, is believed to have 
struck the other vehicle from the 
back. 

It boosted the stalled truck off 
the road, where it landed upside 
down in a mud hole in the ditch, 
trapping Welch and King inside. 
The impact set Dahlen's truck 
afire and he was unable to free 
hirnself. 

Whitt was tte first to arrive 
on the scene. Hearing Dahlen's 
screams, he a ttempted to get him 
out of the cab by breaking the 
window but was unsuccessful. 

Highway Patrolman Tom Yost 
and County Coroner W. F. Burns, 
who investigated, said the men 
apparently were on their way 
home. They set the time of the 
accident at between 1:30 and 2:15 
a.m. 

They r..ad to use a winch to 
pull the truck from the mud be­
fore the bodies of Welch and King 
could be freed. Dahlen's truck 
had to be cut open before his 
body could be removed. 

All the bodies are at the Burns 
Funeral home here. Funeral 

services for Dahlen will be Tues­
day at 2 from the Community 
Methodist cr..urch in Shelby with 
Reverend George Sanders offic­
iating. Burial will be in the 
soldiers' plot of the Shelby cem­
etery. Funeral services are pend­
ing for Welch and King. 

Welch was the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Aaron Welch, who live 
northeast of Oilmont. He was 
born Dec. 22, 1927. King was 
born Dec. 7, 1901. His parents 
are believed to reside in Leth­
bridge. A brother, Howard, lives 
near Lothair. 

Dahlen was born Dec. 7, 1929, 
at the ranch of his parents, Mr. I 
and Mrs. Theadore Dahlen, six; 
miles west of Kevin. He attended 
Kevin schools and had returned 
home about two months ago af­
ter serving seven years with the 
Navy. Two years of that time he 
had spent in the Japan-Korea 
area. He was employed as a farm 
hand near Kevin by Oscar Nep- i 

stead. 
Survivors include his parents, 

tr.ree sisters, Mrs. Sam Potter, 
Kevin; Mrs. Edgar Woods, north 
of Chester; and Mrs. James An­
drews, Oklahoma City, and hvo 
brothers, Carl Dahlen, Cut Bank, 
and Pete Dahlen, Kevin. 

Frank Welch and Wallace King , 
both have been employed by Nel- ] 
son Bingham of the r'Whitlash 
neighborhood. Weler. started 
work for Bingham some time this 
spring, while King had been with 
him for the last thirteen years. 



DONALD LAIRD 

Birth: October 6, 1934 - Died: February 10, 1953 

Liberty County Times 

February 12 - 19, 1953 

Donald Laird Funeral 
Donald Laird, 1 6, son 0 f 

Mrs: Louise Kane of Spokane, 
Washington, departed this life at 
Spokane, February 10th. 

Survivors, besides his mother 
are four brothers, John of Great 
Falls, Robert, James and Richard 
north of Joplin, and a sister, Rita 
of Spokane. 

Funeral services were conduct­
ed from the St. Mary's Catholic 
church in Chester February 14th 
at "10:30 a.m., Father Timothy 
Werner officiating. Interment 
waS' in the family lot in the lo­
cal cemetery. 

Pall bearers were Keith' Mc­
Dowell, Ernest Tempel, Alister 
Murray, Wayne Hodges, Willis 
Hodges, Fred Hodges. 

Donald Laird 
Funeral Saturday 

Funeral services will be held 
for Donald Laird in S1. Mary's 
church in Chester Saturday mor~­
ing at 10:30 a. m. ServIces WIll 
be conducted by Father TImothy 
Werner. 

Donald Laird died T u e s day 
morning in Deer Park, Washlllg­
ton, after suffering from canc:r 
for many months. He was born III 
Havre, october 6, 1934. He live? 
on a farm north of Joplm untIl 
September 1951 when he moved 
to Deer Park, Washington. 

He is survived by his mother, 
Mrs. Marie (Laird) Kane, of Deer 
Park, Washington, four brothers, 
James, Richard and Robert of 
north Joplin and John of Gre~t 
Falls, and one sister, Rita, who ~s 
attending Holy Name College In 

Spokane, Washington. 



HENRY THEODORE LAYTON 

Birth: December 11, 1884 - Died: December 24, 1953 

Liberty County Times 

December 31, 1953 

! Funeral Services Held for Henry La'ylo" 
Henry T. Layton, 69, long time I McGarry (Eleanor) of Butte; and 

resident and farmer in Liberty Mrs. John Dedrickson (Mary) of 
county, passed away December' Forest Grove, Oregon. 
24, the victim of a heart attack. 

Henry Theodore Layton, son of 
Andrew and Kate Layton, was 
born in Illinois, December 11, 
1884. Later tr..e family moved to 

· South Dakota where Henry had 
i all his schooling. He moved to 
, Chester in 1909, coming here from 
Millett, Alberta, Canada. He filed 
on a homestead about 7 miles 
south of Cr..ester, where he has 
lived and farmed ever since. 

On January 17, 1912 he was 
married to Emma Anna Schulz, 
who survives. To this union, 9 
cr..ildren were born, eight of 

· whom survive. A daughter, Lor­
raine, died several years ago. 

· Funeral services were held 
Wednesday 'af~ernoon at the lo­
cal Methodist church, Rev. Drum­
heller officiating. Pallbearers 
were: John Schwab, Otto Shep­
herd, Art Norris, Frank Skierka, 
Orval Brain and Orval Schwede. 

Surviving children are Edward, I 
Richard, Lawrence, Mrs. De For­
rest Schwede (Alice), Mrs. Earl i 
Thompson (Laura), all of Cr..ester; , 
Mrs. Ray Kratcha (Myrtle) of' 

,Shelton, Washington; Mrs.' T. D:: 

Also surviving are two sisters: 
Mrs. Lily Grove, Spokane; and 
Mrs. Annie Roe, Calgary, Alberta: 
five brothers, Jack, Colbert, 
Washington; George and Charlie, 
Spokane; Fred, Beulah, North Da­
kota; and Alfred, Shelton, Wash­
ington, and 10 grandchildren. 

Interment in the Chester 1.0.0.­
F. cemetery. 



ROBERT J. MERCER 

Birth: 1935 - Died: July 27, 1953 

Liberty County Times 

July 30, 1953 

Youth Dies in Auto Accident Near Joplin 
--- .. o· that 

An eighteen-year old youth was I tte Joplm sIgn. Rep rts say. 
killed and his mother seriously the .car hit the edge of the ditch 
injured in a truck-car collision straIght on and can;e to a com-

. . . plete stop. The bOdy of the car 
at the Joplm crossmg of HIghway was bent almost into a U, ac-
2, 4:30 p ... m. Monday. . cording to reports. Patrolmen 

Robert J. Mercer, 18, DetroIt, Broadus and Garland investigated 
Mid:igan, died in a Havre hos- the accident. 
pital early Tuesday morning. His , 
mother, Mrs. Mercer, suffered a ; 
fractured hip, shattered elbow,· 
and·severe lacerations. However, 
she is reported in satisfactory 
condition. The Liberty county 
ambulance took the patients to 
the Havre hosp,ital. 

The accident occurred when 
Mrs. Mercer attempted to pass a 
truck, driven, by Arthur C. Dit­
mar of ·Havre;··.llS the truck was 
making a left turn into Joplin. 
The car sideswiped the truck and 
went into the north' ditch near 



MIKE MEYER 

Birth: 1887 - Died: May 15, 1953 

Liberty County Times 

May 21, 1953 

Mike Meyers 
Dies in Gt. Falls 

One of U:e best'known men on 
the Hi-Line betwwen Havre and 
Shelby, Mike Meyer, 66 of In­
verness, passed away last Friday 
in a Geat Falls hospital. Fun­
eral services were held at Sacred 
Heal't Catholic church in Il' ... 'er­
ness Monday, interment in Hav­
re, 

Mr. Meyer came to Inverness 
from St. Josephs, Minnesota in 
1912. He has operated a farm 
there, ever since. Twenty-nine 
years ago he became implement 
dealer for International Harves­
ter Company arid was very suc­
cessful from the start. 

He is survived by his widow, 
Rose: five daughters, Alda, Mrs. 
Glen Alex, Mrs. Frank Craft, 
Mrs. Kenneth Han, all of Inver­
ness, and Mrs. Ida McFadden of 
Great' Falls; a son, Donald of In­

,'/(>l',1es5, two brothel'S, three sis­
'tel's and 18 grandchildren. 



CLARENCE D. MORRISSEY 

Birth: April 1, 1899 - Died: 1953 

Liberty County Times 

November 19, 1953 

; Funera.Services 
Held For Clarence 
Morrissey Nov. 10 

Funeral services were held 
Tuesday, November 10, at 10 a. 
m. for Clarence D. Morrissey, 54, 

: who died at a Seattle hospital 
. after a prolonged illness. Father 
iGabriel Hinkes, O. Praem, offi-

I
· dated at the High Mass at Our 
. Lady of Ransome church· in Hing­
ham. 

Morrissey, who was born in 
April, 1899, at Oshkosh, Wiscon­
sin, came to Montana· in 1912 
from North Dakota and lived in 
Hingham until 1941-

From Hingham, Morrissey went 
to Seattle where he was employed 
by the Washington Co-operative 
Packing Co. Morrissey, .who was 
single, is siJrvived by· his brothers, 
Leo of Los Angeles, and James 
and John of Hingham. 

The pallbearers were John and 
James Morrissey, Bernard Bren­
nan, Ted Hendrickson, Olaf Ster­
ry, and Ernest Minkler. Follow­
ing the services, the body was re­
turned to Havre where interment 
was made at Calvary cemetery. 



.t.l. 

TOMMY LINN M~RS 

Born: February 22, 1952 - Died: May 9, 1953 

Liberty County Times 

May 14, 1953 

IIfIat liW IIJ Piokl, i.-Jl"nt-~ 
At T_la. Trai~r eolrl; SltUrdl, 

Lut Saturday, as Clarence Wll- There was no question of nei-
Uamaon. an employee of Clark ll&,ence or carelessness on the put: 
Odekirk, of the Commiuary at ot the driver, Juat before he, 
the dam silt', was loadin« rock .tarted to bnck nut into the road, . 
into his IUl'kup, b· had the mi •• hill aulstant wnlkcd clean around 
tortunt.' \(1 run lI\'('r n baby, Little thl.' back of the truck to get into 
'rorum" Myt'n. wh" hud run out the pick-up. lind he bucked out 
or.\n the tn:..d as Clnrence wa. with his head out the window. 
baaing his pick-up into the road. watching th{' road behind him. 

The child. less than two years The child came from the other 
old. was rushed to Liberty Coun- .ide and could not be seen by the 
ty hospital, but nothing could be driver. It is believed by those 
done for -him. Ws father was who first reached the scene of 
employed as foreman by Superior the accident that· the baby ran 
Steel. The body was taken back out Into the road while the auh­
to Caldwell. Idaho for burial, taoi waa ,et~ into the cab, and 
which was to have taken place the -motor wa. being started by 
Wednesday. w.wlemllOft. 



,:';". 

ELDON C. NEWKIRK 

Birth: 1909 - Died: December 4, 1953 

Liberty County Times 

December 10, 1953 

Eldon C. Newkirk 
Killed By Falling 
Under Train 

Eldon C. Newkirk, 44, native of 
Corvallis, Montana, was accident­
ally killed Friday evening, about 
1]12 miles west of Lothair when he 
apparently fell between two cars 
of a moving freight train. 

First news of the accident came 
to the Sheriff's ':office here, after 
the train had reached Havre and 
attendants found blood on· a car 
in the train. Sheriff Dodds Keith 
and Deputy Otto Fossen at once 
went to the scene of the accident, 
found the body literally .cut. into 
pieces, and turned it over to Hol­
land and Bonine. 

The Sheriff's theory of the ac­
cident is that Mr. Newkirk .was. 
riding on top of the car and got 
cOld. He then either tried t9get 
down between the cars to get out 
of the wind, or tried to get off, 
when he must have got caught in 
some .way and thrown beneath I 
the wheels of the car.· I 

Efforts to locate relatives were 
unsuccessful until Tuesday morn­
ing, when a brother and the mo-

l ther were located in Detroit, 
Michigan by the police forces of I' 

I that city. It is not known here 
whether or hot the body will be 

I ~hipped fo Detroit for interment. 



CHRIST NYMOEN 

Birth: N/ A - Died: September ?, 1953 

Liberty County Times 

September 24, 1953 

'Christ Nymoen Dies 
Christ Nymoen, Joplin, passed 

away at Lewiston, Idaho early 
last week. 

Mr. Nymoen at one time, was in 
business in Joplin, l::.aving con­
ducted a butcher shop for several 

i years until advancing age forced 
i him to retire. It is understood 
: here that he had no relatives in 
. this country, and very little is 
known of his life before coming 
to Joplin. 



ALBERT ROBERT PETRICK 

Birth: February 21, 1886 - Died: December 6, 1953 

Liberty County Times 

December 10 - 17, 1953 

! A. R. Petrick, 67 
. of Hingham Dies 

, Albert Robert (AI) Pen:ick, 67, 
; of Hingham, passed away in a 
, Havre hospital Sunday. Funera,ll 

services were held in the Luth­
eran church in Hingham, Rev. 
Manley Helleson officiating. ' I 

Mr. Petrick was born in Ap-I 
pleton, Wisconsin, February 21" 
1886. He came to Hingham in' 
1910 and filed on a homestead! 
3 miles west and 3 miles south 
of Hingham. 

He was a Il'ember of the Mo­
dern Woodmen of America, Hing­
ham camp; he served on the cem- , 
etery board, his name appearing 
in the minutes of the first board 
meeting; and was president and 

I a board member of the Hingham 
I Farmers Elevator. ' 
, In 1917, he was' married at 
, Litchfield, Minnesota to Cora El­
i vina Olson, whO su;vives.' Also 
"surviving are two sons, Robert 
and Eugene, of Hingham and a 
daughter, Clarice, of Great Falls. 
A third son, Alan Richard, pre­
ceded his father in death several 
years ago, 

Among other survivors are four 
grandchildren, three sisters, Mrs. 
Wm. (Emma) Schroeder, of New 
Germany, Minnesota, Mrs.""Paul' 
(Bertha) Schlieman 'of Ryder, ! 
North Dakota, and· Elsie Hadley, , 
Los Angeles, California, and five 
brothers, Edward of Appelton, 
Minnesota, Ferdinand of Manka­
to, North Dakota, Christ of Hal­
loway, Minnesota, Fred of St. 
Paul and Henry of Klamath Falls, 
Oregon. 

Funeral Services For 
A. R. Petrick Held 

/ 
Funeral services were held De­

cember 9th for Albert Robert 
(AL) 'Petrick, homesteader and 
farmer at Hingham. The Luth­
eran Churcn was filled to capa­
city when Rev, Manley Helleson 
delivered the funeJ;al message. 

Mrs: Ea Stelter and Mrs. Syver 
Nordby" accompanied by Mrs, 
David Spicher 'sang two duets, 
"Beyond the Sunset" and "Some­
time We'll Understand." 

The pallbearers were .T. M. 
Lyon. Gust Sylte, Martin Sylte, 
Clint Brevick, Carl Rathbun and 
Ed Stelter. 

Interment was at' Hingham 
cemetery, 



DELMAR A. RAY 

Birth: November 21, 1889 - Died: January 16, 1953 

Liberty County Times 

February 12, 1953 

Former Chester 
Man Passes Away 

Delmar A Ray passed away at 
his hOllle in ~Springfield. Oregon, 

o January 16, 1953, after tin i;iness 
of three months. He was born in 
Colfax, Illinois, November 21, 
1889, and was married to Clara 
Laplin in Havre, Montana June 
27, 1917. He has resided in Ore­
gon for the past 26 years. He is 
survived by his wife, Clara, one 
daughter, Mrs. James Risher of 
Springfield, Oregon, one son, 
Kenneth of Eugene, Oregon, 2 
grandchildren, one sister, Mrs. 
Ray Rudolph of Joplin, Montana, 
Qne brother, Paul of Bend, Ore­
gon. 

Funeral services were held at 
Bartholeu-Buel Chapel, January 
20th., with interment in Rest-Ha­
ven Memorial park, near his 
mother, who passed away several 
years ago. 

Delmar homesteaded about 25 
miles north of Chester in about 
1915. 

Mrs. Roy is a sister of Mrs. Wm. 
Marshall of Chester, also of Mrs. 
Berger Johnson and Mrs. Frank 
Heydon, formerly of Joplin. 



MARY GRAY SCHWARTZ 

Birth: 1878 - Died: June ?, 1953 

Liberty County Times 

June 1 1, 1 953 

Final Services Held 
for Mary Schwartz 

Funeral services for Mary Gray 
Schwartz, 74, of Gildford were 
held at the Holland and Bonine 
funeral home in Havre Monday. 

Mrs. Schwartz was born in 
Scotland in 1373, and came to 
the Uunited States when she was 
three years old. She lived with 
l:!er family in Minneapolis for sev­
eral years, and in 1888 the family 
moved to Big Sage, south of Fort 
Benton, where Mrs. Schwartz 
grew up. 

In 1901 she- was married to i 
Henry F. Schwartz at Fort Ben- ' 
ton, and two years later they 
moved to Gildford where their 
son Kenneth - was the first boy i 

to be born in that communitv. 
Survivors include, besides "Mr. 

Schwartz, Henry F. Schwartz, Jr., 
of Nespelem, Washington; Ken­
neth Schwartz of Torrance, Cali­
fornia; Allan Schwartz of Salt 
Lake City, Utal::; Robert Schwartz 
of Big Sandy; and Mrs. Ben 
Sprague of Gildford; 16 grand­
children; 3 great grandchildren; 
a sister, Mrs. Margaret G. Buck; 
and a brother, Allan E. Gray of 
Great Falls. 



ALBERT TRUESDELL 
Birth: NI A - Died: July 28, 1953 

Liberty County Times 

August 6, 1953 

Services Held For 
Albert Truesdell 
Friday Afternoon 

Albert Truesdell, 66, passed 
away in a hospital at Warm 
Springs Tuesday of last week. 

Mr. Truesdell had been living 
is Kalispell for the last 18 years. 
He was stricken with high blood 
pressure and hardening of the 
arteries last fall and had been ill 
since that. time. Lately he was 
taken to the hospital at Warm 
Springs where it was believed he 
would have better care than he 
could get at home. Death was 
caused by a stroke. 

Mr. Truesdell will be remem­
bered by many people here as 
he lived in this community fo'r 
several years. His sister, Mrs. 
MurlDavis was with him at the· 
last, having gone to Warm 
Springs from her home in Indi­
ana several weeks ago when it 
became evident Albert could not 
survive for long. 

Grave side services were held 
and interment was in the local 
I.O.O.F. cemetery Friday after­
noon at 3:30. 



EDWIN O. TWEDT 

Birth: November 13, 1881 - Died: August 17, 1953 

Liberty County Times 

August 20, 1953 

Edwin Twedt Dies 
An apparent heart attack Mon­

day morning caused the dean:: of 
Edwin O. Twedt, 71-year old 
Kremlin farmer. Tentatively, fun­
eral services are being planned 
for 2 p.m. Thursday at the Hol­
land and Bonine funeral home, 
with interment in Highland cem­
etery in Havre. 

Mr. Twedt died at his home 
south of Kremlin, which the fam­
ily homesteaded after coming to 
Montana from Seattle in 1913. 

He was born November 13, 
1881, in Iowa, and was married to 
Emma Olson in Seattle in 1910. 
They have operated the Kremlin 
farm since moving here early in 
the century. 

A member of Hoe Lutheran 
church, Mr. Twedt was an out­
doors man and liked hunting and 
farming. 

Besides the widow, survivors 
include two daughters, Mrs. Ken­
neth (Stella) Wilson and Hazel 
Rolston, both of Kremlin; two 
sisters, Mrs. Anna Fox and Hilda 
Huber, Palo Alto, Calif.; eight 
grandchildren; two nieces, Mrs. 
Lloyd .Johnson, Gildford, and 
Mrs. Leonard Listou, Chinook; 
and two nephews, Hans Hanson, 

!Tacoma, Washington, and Finn 
Hanson, Gildford. -Havre News 



it 

LILLIAN URBAN 

Birth: N/ A - Died: November ?,~ 1953 

Liberty County Times 

November 26, 1953 

Funeral Services For 
Lillian Urban Held 

Funeral services were held 
Tuesday, November 16th at the 
Holland-Bonine and Eliason fun­
eral home in Havre for Lillian 
Urban, ,who was fatally injured 
in a car accident north of Chinook 
last week. Pall bearers were Joe 
and Otto Farnik, Arnold Michael­
son, Norman Welte, Vince Se­
divy and Phillip Larson. Inter­
ment was at Calvary cemetery. 



LlISA WALKMAN 

Birth: 1 874 - Died: January 2, 1 953 

Liberty County Times 

January 8, 1953 

Liisa Walkman 
Mrs. Liisa Walkman, 79, mo­

ther of Jacob Walkman of this 
community passed away at her 
home in Great Fags last Friday: 

She was born at Simfropal in 
the Crimea. She resided in this 
community near Tiber for thirty- : 
two years, moving to Great Falls 
about ten years ago. Her husband, 
Karel Walkman, preceded her in 
death in 1939. 

Survivors are five sons: Jake 
of Chester, John of Blackfoot, Os- " 
car, Edward and Arthur of Great" 
Falls; two daughetrs, Mrs. Evelyn" 
Sigler of Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
and Mrs. Wilma Chase of Charles­
ton, South Carolina,one grand­
child; and three brothers, Jake 
Malberg of Walla Walla, Wash., 
Ed Malberg of Sunburst, and John 
of Spokane, Washington. 

Funeral services were held Jan­
uary 7, 1953 in Our Savior's Lu­
theran church in Chester. Pall 
"bearers were Joe Oraw., Carl 
Yurman, John Kulpas, Mike Yur- . 
man, Pete Smith and Dodds Keith. 
Interment in the local LO.O.F. 
cemetery. 



FRANK WELCH 

Birth: December 22, 1927 - Died: September 20, 1953 

Liberty County Times 

September 24, 1953 

Three locally Known Men Killed in 
Truck Accident Near Kevin, Sunday 

(Great Falls Tribune), Shelby­
Three Toole county men died ear­
ly Sunday morning in freak two­
truck accident one-half mile east 
of Kevin. Two of the victims 
drowned ~hen their truck landed 
upside down in a mudhole. The 
third burned to death when r..e 
was trapped in the cab of his 
flaming truck. 

Drowned were Frank Welch, 25. 
Oilmont, and Wallace King, 52, 

George Henry Dahlen, 23, Kevin 
was burned to death . 
. ' A passerby, Red Whitt, Kevin, 
suffered superficial burns and 
cut hands when he attempted to 
free Dahlen from the burning 
truck. 

Ttere we're) no ' witnesses and 
officers still were investigating 
late Sunday to learn what caused 
the accident. They had pieced 
together enough evidence to point 

I to the following version of the 
: fatal wreck: 

Welch and King were in a late 
model pickup truck which ap­
parently had stalled along the 
highway into Kevin. Dahlen's 
pickup truck, traveling in the 
same direction, is believed to r..ave 
struck the other vehicle from the 
back. 

It boosted the stalled truck off 
the road, where it landed upside 
down in a mudhole in the ditch, 
trapping Welch and King inside. 
The impact set Dahlen's truck 
afire .and he was unable to free 
himself. 

Whitt was tr:e first to arrive 
on the scene. Hearing Dahlen's 
screams, he attempted to get him 
out 'of the cab by breaking the 
window but was unsuccessfuL 

Highway Patrolman Tom Yost 
and County Coroner W , F. Burns, 
who investigated, said the men 
apparently were on their way 
home. They- set the time of the 
accident at between 1 :30 and 2:15 
a.m. 

They had to use a winch to 
pull the truck from the mud be­
fore the bodies of Welch and King 
could be freed. Dahlen's truck 
had to be cut open before his 
body could be removed. 

All the bodies are at the Burns 
Funeral home here. Funeral 

services for Dahlen will be Tues­
day at 2 from the Community 
Methodist d:urch in Shelby with 
Reverend George Sanders offic­
iating. Burial will be in the 
soldiers' plot of the Shelby cem­
etery. Funeral services are pend­
ing for Welch and King. 

Welch was the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Aaron Welch, who live 
northeast of Oilmont. He was 
born Dec. 22, 1927. King was 
born Dec, 7, 1901. His parents 
are believed to reside in Leth­
bridge. A brother, Howard, lives 
near Lothair. 

Dahlen was born Dec. 7, 1929, 
at the rancr.. of his parents, Mr. i 
and Mrs. Theadore Dahlen, six; 
miles west of Kevin. He attended 
Kevin schools and had returned 
home abo)lt two months ago af­
ter serving seven years with the 
Navy. Two years of that time he 
had spent in the Japan-Korea 
area . He was employed as a farm 
hand near Kevin by Oscar Nep- i 

stead. 
Survivors include his parents, 

tr:ree sisters, Mrs. Sam Potter, 
Kevin; Mrs. Edgar Woods, north 
of Chester; and Mrs. James An­
drews, Oklahoma City, and tiNa 
brothers, Carl Dahlen, Cut Bank 
and Pete Dahlen, Kevin. 

Frank Welch and Wallace King 
both have been employed by Nel - : 
son Bingham of the {Whitlash 
neighborhood. WeIer: started 
work for Bingham some time this 
spring, while King had been with ' 
him for the last thirteen years. 



JACOB EARL WOOD 

Birth: June 16, 1890 - Died: March 21, 

Uberty County Times 

April 9, 1953 

Jacob Earl Wood 
Jacob Earl Wood, 62, of Moiese, 

Montana, died Saturday March 21, 
at a veteran's hospital in Port­
land, Oregon after an extended 
illness. Funeral services were held 
Thursday, March 26 at the Ronan 
English Lutheran church, Rev. E. 
F. Tollefson officiating. 

Under the direction 0 f the 
Shrider mortuary, interment was 

" made in the Mountain View Cem­
. etery,' the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars and the American Legion 
holding joint military services. 

Pallbearers were Norman Bond, 
A. J. Balfour, Henry Ward, James 
Bowler, Earl Schoonover and M. 
L. Kingery all of Moiese. 

Mr. Wood was born at Milan, 
Missouri on tr_e 16 day of June, 
1890. He moved from Joplin to 
Lake County in 1936 and located 
at Charlo where the family lived 
for seven years before moving to 
Moiese. 

He is survived by his widow, 
whom he married at Havre in 
1919; six sons, Carl and Thomas 
of Joplin, Forrest, of Inglewood, 
California, Charles, of Libby, and 
Harold and Lewis of Moiese; three 

. daughters, Mrs. George Colbry of 
Chester, Mrs. E. G. Richards of 
Port Orchard, Washington; and 
Mrs. N. D. Eldridge of Long 
Beach, California; twenty grand­
children; one brother and four sis­
ters. 
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