




















































































































Clarence E. Ramberg

Clarence E. Ramberg was born April 19th, 1930 on the
family farm in the Minneota community north of Inverness.
He was the youngest of five children born to Carl and
Albertina (Gustafson) Ramberg. At age six Clarence was
treated for polio for six months at the Shriner’s Hospital in
Spokane, Wash. He grew up on the farm and attended area
country schools. He finished his formal education in Havre
where he graduated from high school in 1949, then returned
to the family farm.

Clarence married Marietta L. Jurenka on February 12th,
1950 in Havre. They lived on the farm and raised a family of
three. In addition to farming and ranching (he raised angus
cattle under the brand of “Bar VT”), Clarence kept busy
with sideline ventures. He and his friend (Mel VanWechel)
operated a spraying business called “C-&-M Flying
Service”; Clarence handled the ground crew details and Mel
did the aerial applications. During each harvest season,
Clarence did custom cutting for Fresno area farmers for
many years. From 1971-1976 he owned and operated the “Tip Tip Bar” in Chester. From 1978-1989 he owned
the “Frontier Inn” at Dunkirk. In addition, Clarence was one of the original investors in the early development
of the Meadowlake Golf Course in Columbia Falls.

The Ramberg’s retired in 1989 and moved to their home in Joplin. During their retirement years, Clarence
owned numerous motor homes and enjoyed RV’ing. They traveled to Texas and Washington to visit family, but
spent most of their time in Montana. They were especially fond of the Flathead Valley, where they spent many
summers.

The Ramberg’s were fortunate to have relatively good health until 2008, when they moved to the assisted-living
facility in Chester. Clarence and Marietta celebrated their 60th Wedding Anniversary with family and friends at
the Wheat Country Estates this past February. In March they moved to the Liberty Medical Center for extended
care. Clarence passed away at the Chester nursing home early morning on September 2nd. He was 80 years old.

Clarence had been a member of the Havre and Shelby Elks, the Montana Tavern Association, the Good Sam’s
Club, and had served on the board of the Minneota Hall. In the 1960’s he successfully earned his private pilot’s
license.

Clarence had many interests. In his younger years he enjoyed hunting. Throughout his life he enjoyed playing
pool and cards (mainly, poker, pinochle, and whist). He loved to read mysteries and westerns, and he looked
forward to the daily news on FOX. Clarence appreciated good food (he loved lobster and pork-n-beans and
enjoyed a good breakfast, but hated cheese!). He took pride in his yard at their Joplin home. Even though
Clarence retired, he still loved to go to the farm to enjoy the activities there.

Clarence was a very social guy. He loved to hear stories as much as he loved to tell stories, and he had an
excellent memory for people, places, and events. He was also an intelligent man who was always looking for
new ideas or ways to solve problems. Clarence truly loved his grandchildren and enjoyed teasing them. He
always exhibited a “tough persona”, but he was actually a “softie at heart” — a loving and generous man who
would give you “the shirt off his back”. During the past few years Clarence appreciated when family and



friends visited, and he always thanked them for stopping by.

He was preceded in death by his parents, three brothers (Clifford, Lawrence, and Harold), and a grandson
(Travis).

Survivors are his wife, Marietta Ramberg of Chester; 3 children and spouses, Helen (Cliff) Wickum of Chester,
Lynda (Mel) Fretheim of Shelby, and Ray (Lori) Ramberg of Joplin; 7 grandchildren, Ryan (Melissa), Roy,
Scott, Mariann, Zach (Courtney), Kord, and Cody; 8 great- grandchildren, Paige, Brooke, Leighla, Madison,
Marrisa, Raina, Jayden, and Ryan; 1 sister, Ethel Jurenka of Boise, Idaho.; 2 sisters-in-law, Doris Ramberg of
Houston, Tx. And Helen Morrison of Kalispell; 1 brother-in- law, Virgil (Martha) Jurenka of Rudyard; and
numerous nephews and nieces.

It was Clarence’s wish to be cremated. His family is planning a service at a later date. Arrangements are by
Rockman Funeral Chapel in Chester.
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