
PEARL ALVORD 

Birth: July 6, 1879 - Died: January,. 1 6, 1955 

Uberty County Times 

January 20, 1955 

Services Held for 
Pearl Alvord, 75, 
Whitlash 

Pearl Alvord, 75, well-known 
resident of the Whitlash commun
ity passed away peacefully in his 
sleep early Sunday morning at 
the home of' his niece, Mrs. Fred 
Anderson, where he had made 
his home for the last two or three 
years. 

Mr. Alvord, oldest son of a 
, family of seven children was born 
! at Sl::erbourne, Minnesota, July 7, 
!1879. Three. sisters and two 
. brothers preceded hini in death. 

He came to Montana with his 
sister, Mrs. Nettie Stott and 
worked for Jacob Oswood for a 
year, when he went to the Mur-

'raY Johnson ranch. where he stay
. ed until 1952. 
i He had been very much inter
: ested in the Sweetgrass telephone 
IJ}ne.,. Iie4hlpeq)nstalJ telephon.es 

I
' .. :nhet:l tbe. ~ystem<~as. first put 
mto operatIOn and< had always 
helped with repairs' and up-keep 
until 1953 when he suffered a 

i paralytic stroke. 
, Mr. Alvord joined a Modern 
Woodman camp in Minnesota in 
1902, and at the time of his death 
was a member of' the unit at 
Hingham. 

He joined the Congregational 
church at Ceylon, Minnesota, 

,when he was 14 years .old and 
r.as been a faithful' Christian all 

! his life. . 
t He leaves to mourn his passing 
one sister, Mrs. Julia Clark of 
Stettler, Alberta, one brother, 
Marion of Rochester, Minnes()ta, 
abOut 25 nie{!es and nepMws 
and innumberable' grand and 
great-grand nieces and nephews. 

Funeral services are being held: 
to-day (Thursday) in the Presby-! 
terian church at Whitlash, Rev. i 
Clifford J: Shumaker in charge. 
Pall bearers are named as Claude 
Demarest, Troy Lakey, Robert 
Thompson, George Eauener, Ver
non Johnson and CP.:arles Laas. 
Intel"ment will be in the Whit
lash cemetery. 



BARNEY ARMSTRONG 
Birth: 1878 - Died: 1955 

Liberty County Times 

March 24, 1955 

Barney Armstrong Dies 

According to. an exchange, Bar
ney Armstrong: 77, died at White
fish, where he has lived for sev
eral years, Mr. Armstrong was 
well-known here several years 
ago. He had a homestead south 
of Chester and was a cousin of 

I ~he late Russell Keith. 



MARGARET SCHROEDER ARNST 

Birth: July 1, 1 877 - Died: February 1 1, 1 955 

Liberty County Times 

February 24, 1955 

Mrs. Mary Arnst 
Dies at Ft. Benton 

Mrs. Mary Arnst, 77, resident 
of, Fort Benton for the last 20 
years, passed away at the St. 
Clare hospital in that city Feb-! 
ruary II. 

She was born Margaret -Schroe
der in Vornberg, Russia, July 1,. 
1877, where she spent her early i 
life. She was married to Henry' 
Arnst there in 1395. Three years 
later they came to the United 
States, spent two years in Neb
raska, and then moved to Wash
ington where they lived for ten 
years. The family lived on a farm 
south and west of Chester for ten 
years. Mr. Arnst passed away sev
eral years ago. 

She is survived by three sons, 
Fred, with whom she, made her 
home in Fort Benton; Henry and 
Jake, both 0"£ Valier; three daugh
ters, Sara Voegele, Great Falls; 
Marie Runion, Beulah, North Da
kota; and Anna Stranwold, Sun~ 
burst. There are 19 grandchild
ren ann nine great grandchildren. 
A brother, Philip Schroeder of 
Ritzville, Washington, also sur
vives. 

Funeral services were held in 
the Benton Funeral home. The 
remains were taken to Valier, 
where services were held the next 
day, find burial was made in the 
family plot there. 



GUY B. ASK 

Birth: December 5, 1910 - Died: December 3, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

December 8, 1955 

Man Killed by 
Falling Rock at 
Rip-Rap Quarry 

Guy Ask, 46, employee of Ly
ons Construction Company, sub
contractor mining rock for rip
rap at Tiber Dam, was instantly 
killed by rolling rocks Saturday 
afternoon when loosened rock 
fell from the bank of the quarry. 
He had been employed by Lyons 
Construction Co. for several years 
but had been on the present pro
ject onl: a few days. 

He is· survived by his wife, 
Dorothy and .3 children, a son of 
of 19 years and twin boys 
who are 12 years of age. The body 

rrastat.(>p to Havre and from 
il',ere was· snipped to thg Squire;; 
Simmons .and Carr Funeral Home 
in Missoula December 6th. Funer
al arrangements are pending. 

His is the only casualty in Ti~ 
ber Dam construction since the 
beginning of the project, some 
three years ago. 



OlAI BERGE 
Born: AprIl 1;) J 1890 - 01 ed: December? 23.F 1955 

Uberty County Times 
January 12# 1956 

blal Berge Dies Unexpectedly 

The unexpected passing of 
Olai Berge, 65, came as a shock 
to his many friends in Grand 
Marais, Minnesota, on New 
Years day. He was apparently 
recovering nicely from an op
eration of Dec. 23, and even 
his family and his attending 
doctor had no warning that the 
end was near. The doctor had 
'checked him at 5 p.m. and had 
talked to hiJ;n, and everything 

: seemed about as expected,. and I 
a half hour later he died. He was 
at the Veterans Hospital in Min

-neapolis. 
Funeral services were held 

January 5, 1956 at the Congre
gational Church with Rev. S. P. 
Symmonds officiating at 2 p.m. 
Burial was at Poplar Grove cem-) 
etery. I 

Mr. Berge was born in Har- I 

danger, Norway, April 10, 1890 
and came to the United States 
in 1909. He settled in Chinook, 
Montana, where he spent much 
of his youth, and where he was 
married July 30, 1827 to Wil
liamina Laing. 

He served in World War I 
two years, serving in France as 
a corporal. He then entered the 
United States Customs Service 
in which he still served at his 
death. He had served in that 
branch for 29 years. He was a 
member of the Elks Lodge, and 
the American Legion. 

In July, 1947, he came to 
Grand Marais with his family 
and they lived there since. 

Survivors are his wife, one 
daughter, Mrs. Wesley Hed
strom, one son, William, and one 
sister, Tjorbjorng, in Bardanger, 
Norwav. 

Pallbearers were Earl Savard, 
Thomas Eckel, St'., Owen Os
troot, Al AImEe, Alfred Fen
stad and Carl Hedstrom. Her
bert Hedstrom sang several 
hymns, and Mrs. R. A. Bent 
was the organist. 



JUANITA MARIE BOYER 

Born: September 17, 1955 - Died: September 21, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

September 29, 1955 

I Infant Girl Passes. 

Funeral services for Juanita 
Marie Boyer were held Sunday 
afternoon at 2 o'clock in the 
Methodist Church with Rev. 
Brown officiating. Mrs. Richard 
Hunnewell sang, "Precious Jew
els". Pall bearers were Harley Ru-

\ 

dOlPh,. Bill Schafer, Stewart Zent
zis and Wilbur Eveland. 

Burial was in Chester cemetery. 



MRS. WILLIAM BROUILLARD 

Birth: NI A - Died: June 28, 1.955 

Liberty County Times 

June 30, 1955 

Mrs. William 
Brouillard Dies 

Mrs. William Brouillard passed 
away Tuesday morning, June 28 
at a hospital in Kalispell. Word of 
her death was received here 
Tuesday, but details are lacking. 

Mr. and Mrs. Brouillard for
merly lived south of the Marias 
rivel' in Liberty County for many 
years. 



MARK T. BUFFINGTON 

Birth: NI A - Died: February 1 5~ 1955 

Uberty County Times 

February 24, 1955 

Mark Buffngton 
Dies in Florida 

According to word received by: 
friends and relatives, M. T. Buff- • 
ington, long time farmer in the 
community just north of Joplin, 
passed away in his sleep at Lake
worth, Florida, February 15. 

His son, Clarke of Great Falls 
left as soon as the word was re
ceived, by plane for Lokeworth,
where funeral services were held 
Friqay.· 



J. 'W. DICKENSON 

Born: N/A ... Died: August 16, '1955 

Liberty County Times 

August 18, 1955 

Tran ... nt 1UIIiCI"-
In Huntln.' MI • .,., 

Tuel\day night foll/lwi~ -a re
port to the Sheriff's offiCe an in· 
vestigation was made by- Sherlff 
Dodds Ke!th.; and DeputY,l5he~iff 
Otto Fosson-- of the 10ea~ dump 
~rounds. and a man tentatively 
identifled as J, W,Dickenson. 
home tinknown. wtls fouhdshot 
through th~ chest. An inquest was 
held ,On that evening and a cor
oner'~' jUl'Y meet"on Wednes
da~' nigJ:1t incident to the cas~. 

The coroner's jury found that 
th(' man died of a gunshot wound. 
fil".,n h" a minor, and that negli
gence ~'a" jnv'olved" b~t not ~uf
fici(>nl to walTant Crlmmal achon, 



AGNETHE FORSETH 

Birth: September 29, 1855 - Died: March 1, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

March 1 0 - 1 7, 1 955 

·Mrs. Agnelbe' 
:F orset~ .J)ies 
jn Gt. FaUs 

:, 
I 

i 
.. ·Mr~ .. Agn'et~e . ~orseth, 99,. 'long I 
time Tesident <of the Hill P,ost 
Office neighborhaad, passed 
away at the .h(jmeofher daugh-; 
ter,Mrs .. Elmer Brown of Great. 
Fans :Tu~sda:y~... " 

Mrs. Forseth wasbom in Faa
berg, . Norway,September, '29·' 
1855. Her husband died In 1903 
and she came ·totheUnited 
Statks three years later. She filed 
'on.-a·homestead .afGrand· View 
: north of Galata in 1910 and mad~ 
! that neighborhood her home fur 
a great many years; She was 'liv
ing' at the home of her daughter 
in Great Falls at i:hetime of her' 
death: 

Funeral services are being held 
today (Thursday) at 2:00 p.m. in 
thE! Shelby Lutheran church, Rev. 
Borge . 'officiating .. Interment will 
b~in the Shelby cemetery., 

" ;' ~ .~~ -- ' .-' .,,.! 

Funeraflleld for 
NIrs. Agnethe Forseth 

Funera! services .far NIl's. Agne-
i the Forseth were conducted from 
the Lutheran church in Shelby 
on Thursday of last week at 2 
p,m. O'Conors were in charge of 
the local arrangements. Mrs. For
seth would have celebrated her 
100th birthday in September. 

Survivors include two sons, 
Sigurd of the Hill community and 

: Targer of Missoula and two 
; daughters, Mrs. Ingolf Jeppesen 
. of Shelby and Mrs. Elmer Brown 
'of Great Falls. 

Interment was in the Shelby 
! cemeterv. 
I " 



JULIA FREELAND 

Borl'): 1872 - Died: July 24, 1955 ' 

Liberty CouHty Times 

July 28, 1955 

Mrs. Julia Freeland 
Word has reached friends here 

that Mrs. Julia Freeland, 83, pass
ed away July 24 at her'home in 
Longview, Washinlton. 

Mrs. Freeland was well-known 
several years ago in JopUn where 
Mrs. Freeland lived with her hus
band and 2 children, Mildred and 
J. C. She operated a restaurant in 
Joplin for a number of years and 
was known and respected by eve
ryone in thecommunUy. 

She is survived by her two 
children. Her husband preceded 
her in death several years ago. 



MRS. WILLIAM HAD FORD 

Born: N/A - Died: December 9, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

December 15, 1955 

Two Killed in Automobile Accident 
Near Fresno Friday, December 9 

_~_ 0------------ --- --.-------

Two people, Max P_ Kuhr, at- reaching the hospitaL Peterson, 
torney of Havre and Mrs. Wm. his wife and baby, were hospital
Hadford of Joplin were killed in ized, but are all slowly recover
a head-on automobile collision ing, according to reports. 
near Fersno, on High"lcay No. 2 NIL Kuhr had been attending 
Friday about 3 p.m. district court in Chester, and Mrs. 

Funeral services for Mrs. Wm, Hadford came to Chester to see 
Eadford were held in the Joplin him in connection with the Had
Lutheran church Wednesday af- ford estate. It became necessary 
[('moon, Pastor Theo. Mendenhall _ for her to go to Havre; and they 
officiating. i left together some time around 

Mrs. Hadford mct her death: ?:OO in the afternoon. The wreck 
\';h;:e riding from Chester to Ha- i occurred near Fresno, some 121/2 
\'J'e with Max P. Kuhr, It will i miles out of Havre. 
Le remembered that Wm. Had-: Mr. Kuhr was one of the prom
[()l'd died of a heart attack some i illent attorneys of Havre. He had 
two weeks ago, and Kuhr and held various positions of honor 
Mrs. Hadford were going to Ha- and trust in the community, was 
\Te in connection with legal af- active in community affairs, and 
fairs of settleing the estate. The was a director of the Citizens 
Kuhr car collided head-on with Bank of Montana and the Liberty 
a Canadian car dri\'en by Erick COl~nt:v Bank of Chester at the 
Peterson of Victoria, B. C. Alleg- time of his death. 
edly Peterson had pulled out of, II-1rs. Hadford had homesteaded 
his lane to paos anothcr car. : ~{Juth (If Joplin in the early days 

Kuhr died on the way to the' of this county She marrlcd Wm. 
hospital shortly after leaving the Belclford in 1831, and had made 
scene of the wreck and Mrs. Had- her home in Jopim since her m3[- : 
ford passed a way shortly after l'iage. 



WILLIAM HADFORO 

Birth: November 16, 1891 - Died: November 14, 1 955 

Liberty County Times 

November 17 - 24, 1955 

i~ll~~f"~iday 
, " wmi<in;':' Hadford died ,. at, ,his \ 
ilioln'e~jH";ropiiri~at .6oon :'Mon:day,; 
?jv~f.~,~~9.::,day'~', b~for~:~';hisi6,4 thj 

~':w.~,',:f,!i,l,h,'!,~,~,"t~r, it~\,',L,e,f~:1~j~i; I ~,t&.ij-!ViIRev. i']:'heo. M:end~nhali 
Offftl11hng. . . " . '. 
r '{W~<{fatifo~d:wa~ b?J;n ~o,:,~m ~: 
\ b,,~flt~;A~,91 In.Sw,edep. He. cam~ 
~from~Swederl.'.to Alberta, Can-
i·a,d,~1i!lj;.i907andi!l·191~h~:cairie 
l~~ffii~I,W~:V/ here;~}i,e'EJ~a~ ;resided 
,.sIDee:,j·,:;'i\On October'0·25,' 1951 he 
'~ffi'ifJ.i~4";-)Clara_:G*bertso~' at 
~Co~ui:',a'.Alene; I!iaho<,,"':" . 

~~~~{~~~~~~l 
William Hadford 

Funeral services for William 
Hadford were conducted from thc 
Joplin Lutheran Chw-ch Thurs
day, November 17, at 2:00 p.m .. 
Rev, Theodore Mendenllall of
ficiating. 

The Joplin Lutheran choil: s"ng 
"I Need Thee Every Hour" awl 
"Rock of Ages". Me E. C. Foster 
acted as usher. 

Pall bearers werc Percy Plnl' 

ley, M. O. Moulden, O. C. Folden, 
Earl PoppleI', John Mellerud and 
Paul Johnson, 

Interment was in the Joplin 
cemetery 



FRANK HEYDON 

Born: November 24, 1884 - Died: September 27, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

September 29, 1955 

, - ".. ,~ 

Frank Heydon 
Frank Heydon, 70, resident of 

the joplin area for many years 
f up to 1950, passed away in a 
Havre hospital Tuesday morning. 
, Mr. Heydon was born at Bol
ivar, Missouri, November 24, 1884. 
'When he was 12 years old he 
mqved with his family to Ritz
ville, Washington, where he liv
ed for only a short time, moving 
to Greenacres, Washington. ,There 
he worked as a carpenter with 
his father for several years. 

In 1810 he filed on a home
stead north and west of Joplin, I 
and lived on the farm until 1950 

'when he retired and moved into 
Havre. In 1912 he was married 
to Effie Taplin, who survives. 

Other survivors include four 
daughters, 'Mrs. Russell Fryden
lund of Devon, Mrs. Paul John
son of Joplin, Mrs. Hugo Aspevig 
of Rudyard and Mrs. Alvin Keith 
of Havre and six sons, Cecil, 
Franklin, Clyde, Ferroll, Lloyd 
and Lyle, all of JopIin and 25 
grandchildren. 

Funeral services were conduct-" 
ed from the First Presbyterian I 
church in Havre Thursday after-, 

r

non,o at 2:00 p.m., intC;!rment in 
the new Memorial cemetery at 
Havre. 



KARL HOVLAND 

Birth: February 4, 1891 - Died: December 17, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

December 22, 1955 

Karl Hovland Dies 

Karl Hovland, 64, Hingham 
Farmers Union elevator manager, 
died at a Havre hospital Satur
day evening. Funeral services 
were held Wednesday at 10:00 
a.m. at the Holland and Bonine 
Funeral home. Burial will be in 
Whittier, California. 

Mr. Hovland was born at Fes
enden, North Dakota, February 
4, 1891. He was married January 
15, 1917, to Rose Effinger. Since 
1908 he has been managing 
Farmers Union elevators and in 
1928 he came to Hingham from 
WhitehalL 

He was a member of the Ma
sonic Lodge. 

Surviving in addition to his 
i wife are a son, Lt. C.ommander Je
rome Hovland of Moffit Field, 
Los Altos, California; two daugh
ters, Mrs. Arthur Jarvis and Miss 
Roberta Hovland of Long Beach, 
California; four grandchildren 
and five sisters, Mrs. Vern Gee of 
Flaxton, North Dakota; Mrs. Ber
.tha Leverson of Beaumont, Tex
as, Miss Carrie Hovland of Min
neota, Minnesota, Mrs. C. L. Jen- , 
sen of Esmond, North Dakota and· 
Mrs. Max Weiby of Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. 



BENNIE COLUMBUS ISH 

Birth: January 4, 1903- Died: October 5, 1 955 

Liberty County Times 

October 6 - 13, 1955 

Ben C. Jsh Bu-ried 
Saturday At Local 
IOOF Cemetery 

Bennie Columbus Ish, 52, a well 
known - member of the Chester 
community was buried- on Satur
day in the local IOOF cemetery. 
Funeral services were, conducted 
in the Chester Methodist . church 

-at 2:00 p .m . by Rev. Richard Vick 

to.i·H~;:;Z\as'· ' h~~:L~as ' ,- , 'J~n~il 
: by "rieaHy all · :a""l people) ·was 
born Jan. 4, 1903, at- Corvallis 

. Oregon. He came to Chest~r, Mon~ 
: tana, to work as t elegrapher, and 
relief agent for the Great North-
ern Railway in 1925 from Almota, 
Washington. Since that time he 
has been continuously employed 
by the company with the excep
tion of brief seasons of illness 
during the past year or two. On 
May. 20, 1925 he married Ruth 
Rockman at Havre. 

He served as Justice of Peace 
for about 25 years, and was in 
the sheep business with Dodds 
Keith. His chief pleasure was 
hunting and fishing. Sports such 
as basketball, and baseball found 
him a loyal supporter of all local 
activities. He was a member of 
the Joplin Masonic Lodge No. 776, 
A.F. & A.M. , the Elks Lodge in 
Shelby, and the Order of Rail
road Telegraphers. He served in 
the U . S. Navy during World 
War 1.-

-Masonic graveside rites were 
conducted by the members of the 
Joplin lodge and a beautiful flor
al offering by his many friends 
was, after the funeral, given to 
the hospital, and all of the 
churches in town. 

He is survived by his wife, a 
son, Elwin (Bud), and a daughter, 
LIla Loy, all of Chester; a sister, 
Mrs. Harold Eggart of Winches
ter, Idaho; a brother Elwin J . 
of Odesa, Washington. A daugh
ty. Helen Lucille, proceeded him 
in death in November of 1941. .. 

Pallbearers at the funeral were 
Howard Shults, Roy Goodbar 
Nick Brain, William Schultz Le~ 
Wigen and Walter Jensen.' The 
choir, including Mrs. Donald 
Brown, .Mrs. Ed Thielman, Mrs. 
Robert Wigen and Rose Nealy. 
sang. Peggy Anne Wiley was ac
companist for the hymns which 
included "In the Garden", "The 
Old Rugged Cross", and "Softly 
and Tenderly". ~ . 

Included in the many relatives 
and friends at the funeral were 
out of town relatives Elwin J . 
Ish of Odessa, Weshington, Mrs. 
Harold Eggart of Winchester 
Idaho, Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Car; 
and daughter Connie Lou of Port 
Blakely, Washington, Mrs. Harry 

. Rockman of Eureka, Montana, 
i and Willard Rockman of St . Ig
I natlUs , Montana. 

Funeral for' Ben 
C . . _lsIlSaturday, 
Octob~r '8 
. B~!\C.lsh; a well known res
Ident of~h'e!lter passed away i'n 
a Great · Falls : hospital. W d da - . ' e nes-
.. . ymort;m~: ab??t .2:3Q a .m. He 
~as . been a , ~~legrapher -for the 

reat " Northern at Chester for 
~l~ny -ye~z:s,a.nd - was Justice of 
. eace __ f~r ... Chester for - many 
y.e~rs . _He-, has,(beenprominent in 
CIVIC affalrs .. ,of Chester and Lib
erty county, ?nd will be missed 
by a. host ?f fne?ds and neighbors. 

~lS funeral wllIbe in the Meth, 
odlst Church ' Saturday Oct b 
8th at 2:00 p.m. ,0 er 

'. ' . 



ANDREW ELI JACOBSON 

Birth: August 1 2, 1883 - Died: April 7, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

April 21, 1955 

Funeral Held for I 
Andrew Eli Jacobson I 

I 
Andrew Eli Jacobson, father ofi 

Rev. C. H. Jacobson of the Ches-i 
ter-Joplin Lutheran Parish, died 
as the result of a fall at the homel 
of his daughter, Mrs. Oscar Erick-; 
son at Holmes, Iowa, April 7,' 
1955.. I 

Mr. Jacobson was born at Dun-i 
come, Iowa, August 12, 1883. Hei 
was married to Miss Julia Flyg-I 
stad April 8, 1905. _ He farmed' 
near Duncome for many years.1 
He was a carpenter by trade and; 
followed the trade for many' 
years. 

He was baptized and confirmed 
in the Lutheran church at Dun
come, and was a member most 
of his life. He served the past sev-I 
eral years on the Board of Dea
cons and was the church custo
dian. ' ' 

He is survived by his widow 
and two children, Mrs. oscarl 
(Lola) Erickson of Holmes, Iowa, 
and Pastor C.· H. Jacobson ofi 
Joplin, Montana, six grandchild-

ren and five great-grandchildren. 
Funeral services were conduct

ed from the Washington Lutheran 
church at Duncome, Iowa, with 
Pastor Benjamin Coltvet officiat
ing. Interment in the Duncome I 

cemet~ry. : 



· - '".: "',:,; 

HANS PETER JENSEN 

Birth: January 8, 1881 - Died: March 7, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

March 10 - 1 7, 1 955 

:Funeral Will Be 
iFriday for 
Hans Jensen 

A long time resident and one 
of the early pioneers of Chester 
pass(!d away in the Liberty 
County hospital last Monday. 
Hans P. Jensen, age 74, farmed 

! north of Chester since 1910. His I many friends in Chester and vi
I cinity wil greatly miss his cheery 

I 
smile and cordial greetings. He 
is survived by his wife Bertha, 
his sons Ole, Harold and Leo of 

I Chester, his daughters (Hazel) 
I Mrs: Gordon Broeder of Kalispell; 

'

I (Alice) Mrs. Lee Knickel of Cut 
Bank and thr-ee brothers Louis 

I Jensen of Kalispell and J ens and 
I Soren Jensen in Denmark. Also 
! surviving are ten grand children. 
I Hans was born in Ringsted, 
: Denmark on January 8th 1881. 
-His occupation before he came to 
this country was butter maker. 
In 1902 he came to Racine, Wis
consin, from Denmark, later set
tling in Rugby, N. D., where he 
farmed. Coming to Chester and 
settling with his wife, whom he 
married in Rugby, N. D. on June 
26th, 1909, he farmer land in the 
Sage Creek area of our county. 
He is a member of the Lutheran 
church .and will be buried in the 
Chester cemetery following his 
funeral, which will be- On Friday, 
March 11th at 2 p.m. in Our 
Savior's Lutheran church in 
Chester. Pastor C. H. Jacobson 
will conduct the services. 

Funeral Held for 
Hans Jensen 

Funeral services for Hans Jen-: 
sen were conducted from. the ,. 
Lutheran church Friday after--~ 
noon, Hev. C. H. Jacobson oW-. 
ciating. 

The Ladies Lutheran choir,: 
"''lith Mrs. Marian Thielman at the 
organ sang: "In the Garden", 
"One Sweetly Solemn Thought",' 
and "The Old Rugged Cross." 

Out of town attendants were .. 
Ida and Jennings Nelson of Rug
by, North Dakota; Mrs. Melvin. 
Larvik of Brunswick, North Da
kota; and Mr. and Mrs .. Alfred 
Mygland of Rugby. 

Pa II bearers were: 0 Ie Reese, 
Allen Mattson, Mark Reisenauer,· 
Richard Wickum, Henry Kolstad 
and Mike Yurman. 

Interment was in the local, 
LO.O.F. cemetery. 

I 



KARL H. JEPPESEN 

Born: December 6, 1886 - Died: November 15, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

November 17 - 24, 1955 

,Funeral Services I 
; For Karl Jeppesen 

Funeral services" for Karl H. I 
J eppe.~ e n, 63, were Cl)nriu ct.- rI 

from Our Savior's Lutheran 
church in Chester Friday after
noon at 2:00, Pastor Jersing 

I Thompson officiating. 

! Karl Hans Jeppesen was born I 
at Haugesund, Norway, Decem-

'. ber 6, 1886. He died, November r 
; 15, 1955 . When he was -twenty 
'years old , he came to America, 
and in 1920 he was married to 

i Lillian Houske at Havre. 1 

I He was very active in public 
i affairs, having been County As
I sessor for 36 years, besides sever-

I al years as deputy assessor in 
Hill County, was m ayor of Ches
I ter for several years, and was in
! fluential in getting electricity, 
I water and gas into tOwn. He was 
l active in the Lutheran church, 
i and had a great deal to do with 
I the development and growth of 
the congregation here. 

He is survived by his wife, two 
daughters, Mrs. A. K. Jewett, 

, (Gladys) of Long Beach, I Cflli
I fornia; Mrs. S. J. Goodbar, (Don
I I:la) of Missoula, and a sOri, Grant, 
! operating a ranch near Hill. Al
'so surviving are two sisters, An-
na and Margaret Larson in Nor
way, and thr,ee brothers, Ingolf 
living north of Lothair, William 
of Seattle and Hartvig in Nor
way. 

The Lutheran choir sang: ' "In 
Heaven Above," and "Still, Still 
With Thee." Dale Lyders and 
Clifford Leighton served as ush
ers. Pall bearers were Dodds 
Keith, Harold Flogum, John E. 
Oswood, Math Thieltges, Bernett 
Oswood and Lloyd Hendrickson. 

Interment in the local LO.O.F . 
cemetery. 

~Karl :lt • . Jeppesen 
PI~s~t$u.:"denIY .' 

.. :;; ,r· ·:, ·:·:;·~ ~\ , K~~\·~;~,::\;· _ ;" .," '. 
i. > 'ThiS. ,6ommtihity ',was , . 'shocked, 
"beyond ineasuriUast: T,ue-sday af- . 
'lernoon. vihen,jf~as leanlE~d that 
l Karl H. 'J:E!ppeseii, long time res
' ident Of tpeToWn of Chester and 
the surrounlliiig :"area had died 
~u(I'denlyithis home ):Iere. .• 

.., , kaH ' J-eppesen sperit a great . 
part of 'hi~ life in public' work: 'He 
was cowi.ty assessor in Liberty 
Cc>unty Ironi th~Jime of t~ ~re-
ation . of . ~the county until the 

Monday in January, 1955. 1 
. . published~ 11 W, ,ilie : 

of .. _the.,(~c· lUI' lty", #l'e.J 

,;.pe 

'. ' .. for , Hm 
i •• ~several years before 

I 
"County was created. 

He was also inter~sted In, the ! 
I oil ;., development . , :of Liberty 
i County, .and probablY did as 
I,muc.h as ~ a~y .. ,qther on~ ~an. . in 
·gettmg ... 'lirillmg . .·,compames m-I 
.terested iiidrilliPg>here.He was 
ins,trumentabh{ :getting gas in- I 
I stalled in Chester,. He was also 
1 mayor - of ,.chester:~ at ' one time, 
~ndveryaqtf've , irr\~he Lutheran 
Church . in Chester." , '. 

I . Probably , ~vep' ,:" in~~~' widely 

I
re. _cogr.izea.· fi .. h,an. -.· .. :.h.)S: ,n.aII1e is th.e 
:work ' dope ':~y ;~:Karl ' Jeppesen . . 
'thr6ughQ'ut ' the ' state , of Mon- '\ 

II !~na~s L~~:t;;f~~~~t~:~r~~~~:=; 
~ h~fe pro~rty . is .'. assessedcor'-
rectly. _ :" 

, . . ,He : also , had 'il. .Real. Estate Ii
: cense .. and ' sold property insur-- .~-. 

·ance. ·. 
I Mr. , Jeppesen was known and 
Irespected by 'a 'great part of ttie 
; population' of, this?Iea; His ' pass- I 

ing will be mourned by all\Vho 
knew h.im. ";),,,. . . 
. Funeral .arrangements are 

pending at this time. 



".j 

HELMER JOHNSON 

Birth: Nt A - Died: 1955 

Liberty County Times 

June 16, 1955 

Helmer Johnson Dies 
Helmer Johnson passed away 

in Edmonton and was buried 
June 21st. A wire was received 
by Mrs. Etta Armstrong convey
ing the above message. 

The old friends of Helmer 
Johnson and family, who lived 
~the W. H. Earl and Isaac Lowe 
neighborhood, as well as near 
neighbors to the Armstrongs, will 
be sorry to learn of his passing. 

He and most of his family left 
here in the fall of 1923 to make 

! their home in the timber lands of 
Alberta, not far south of Edmon
ton. Two other children were 
born to the Johnsons in Alber
ta. 

During the last two or three 
years Mr. and Mrs. Johnson had 
been living in the village of War
burg, near one of their daugh
ters. 

He leaves his wife, Emma, four 
daughters and five sons to 
mourn his loss. 

They made their last trip to 
the Marias neighborhood, call
ing on old friends who were left 
in 1946. The Romains, Hutchisons 
and Mrs. Armstrong visited them 
in 1948. 



WILLIAM KANZLER 

Birth: NI A - Died: October 22, 1 955 

Liberty County Times 

October 27, 1955 

William Kanzler 
Passes' 

Word was received Monday that 
William Kanzler passed away at 
Warm: Springs on October 22. 

He lived in Ritzville, Washing
ton until 1910, then he homestead
ed in Montana, southwest of Ches

,ter, and spent most of his life in. 
! Montana until he took ill, May 28, 
i 1951, in Chester. He was at Warm: 
, Springs hospital until his death. 

He enlisted in the first World 
War at Havre, Montana, in 1917, 
and was a member of VFW, Ches
ter, Montana. 

He is survived by three sisters, 
,three brothers, five nieces and': 
. six nephews, and many friends. ' 

Funeral services and burial 
were held at Ritzville, Washing
ton, October 25th. 



THOMAS R. KARNS 

Birth: N/A - Died: June 12, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

June 16, 1955 

Thomas Karns Dies 
Mr. Thomas R. Karns of 546 

South Sherman, Denver, passed 
away on Satl,lrday, June 12. Mr. 
Karns was ilJ. his sixty-fourth year 
and his death was brought on by 
a heart attack. 

Mr. Karns was a foreman on 
the Fill at Tiber Dam and he suf
fered a heart attack on the job 
Thursday morning. The couple 
left for Denver that day in order 
that Mr. Karns might enter the 
Veterans Hospital there:, On Fri
day he was admitted to Porters 
Sa~atorium, where he pas sed 
away at 1:00 a.m. Saturday, 

Mr. Karns is survived by his 
wife, Lois, and bY' one daughter, 
Mrs. Jean Devoir, and two grand
children of Denver. 

The funeral services were 'held 
Tuesday afternoon in Denver. 

I 



MRS. FRANCIS KARVER 

Birth: October 24, 1904 - Died: July, 31, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

August 4, 1955 

Fatal Accident 
Near Hingham 

Mrs. Francis Karver, 51, of St. 
J<:>hns, Michigan, was instantly 
killed at Hingham about 2:00 
o'clock Sunday afternoon when 
the car in which she was a pass
enger was involved in an acci
dent on U. S. Highway No.2. 

In Hill county jail is Arnold 
Anderson 38, of Trail, Minnesota, 
who was arrested by the highway 
patrol and charged with drunken 
driving and driving without a 

. driver's license. Anderson appear
,ed later before Justice of the 
: Peace Emmett Stallcop, pleaded 
guilty to charges and was fined 
$300 for driving while intoxicated 
and $25.00 for not having an op
erator's license. In addition he 
was sentenced to 30 days in the 
county jail. 

The highway patrol indicated 
that further charges may be filed 
pending the return of County At
torney Edward J. Ober, Jr. from 
his vacation. 

According to the patrol, the 
Karver vehicle following a Can
adian car was headed west on No. 
2. Anderson drove through a stop 
sign narrow 1,' missing the Can
adian tar. K.;rver swerved 11115 car 
• ,if ..... -) ~ - . 
III an atteliliJt fo avokl peitlg 

s,truck by Anderson, but the cars 
collided and the Karvercar skid
ded sideways, rolling over once 
on its top. Evidently Mrs. Kaner 
was thrown out and the car came 
to rest on her' body in the borrow 
pits. 

The Karvers were on a vacation' 
trip and planned to visit Glacier 
and 'yellowstone parks. 

They have two sons, one who 
is in Germany and the other in 
Michigan. 

Anderson is an itinerant worker 
who has been working in the 
Hingham area. 

Karver. and Anderson were not 
injured in the accident. 

This . is the second highway 
death in Hill county this year. 

Mrs. Karver was born at Mount 
Pleasant, Michigan on October 24, 
1904. She was married to Francis 
Leo Karver on January 30,' 1928, 
at St. Johns. In addition to her 
husband, Mrs. Karver is survived 
by two .sons, Lawrence of St. 
Johns and William in the U. S. 
Army in Germany, and her mo· 

, ther. Mrs. Elizabeth Mason of St. 
. Johns. She is also survived by a 
. sister, Mrs. Charley Foley of Si. 
Johns. . 

The 'body is being shipped to 
St. Johns for funeral services and 
interment. 

, 



MRS. EUGENE KOCAR 

Birth: 1874 - Died: August 1, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

August 11, 1955 

Death Summons 
Mrs. Eugene Kocar 
. Mrs. Eugene Kocar, 81, passed 

away in a Kalispell hospital Sun
day, August 1. She had been a 
resident of Hingham since 1915, 
and before that time she lived in ,-
Chicago. . 

She is survived by/l1erhusband, 
Frank, Kalispell; daughter, Mrs . 
Helen Jurgenson .. Batavia, Ohio; 
step-daughters, ·Mary KuOruk,! 
Oak Park, Illinois, and Anna, 
Champan, Glenn Brook, Connec-.! 
ticut; sister, Caroline Fritz, New 
Britain, Connecticut, and bro
ther, Frank Becvar, Chicago. 

I Funeral services were held on 
I Thursday morning in Kalispell at 
I st. Mathew's Catholic Church 
! with Rev. Fr. William Morley cel- , 

I 
ebrant. Burial was in Conrad ' 
Memorial cemetery. 

. --



" " "'-.:. '., ~ ... 

ROBERT RICHARD KORPI 

Birth: April 13, 1928 - Died: Septemper 10, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

September 22, 1955 

Funeral Services 
For Richard Korpi 

Funeral services for Richard 
Korpi, who died in the local hos
pital last week from injuries re
ceived in a car accident, were held 
at St. Mary's church in Chester 
Thursday of last week at 10:00 

: a.m., Father Werner officiating. 
i Very little is known about the 
life of Korpi. It appears he was 
born in New Jersey April 13, 1928. 
It is believed he was married and 
was the father of a six-year-old 
daughter living in New York. 

The Catholic choir sang re
sponses to High Mass service. 
Pallbearers were Leo Schuh
macher, Louis Schuhmacher, John 
Schwab, James Daniels, John 
Couturier and Orville Brain. 

Interment in the local Catholic 
cemetery. 



GEORGE KOSTMAN 
Born: NI A - Died: February 11, ·1 955 

liberty County Times 

February 17, 1955 

George Kostman 
Dies in Kalispell 

According to an exchange. 
George Kostman. Kahspell. died 
Friday morning. He had been in 
poor health for the Jut. three 
years. 

He is survived by his wife. 
Ruth and two lIODS. Wayne at 
Northfield. Minne&Ota and Cecil 
in Kalispell. Kostman was a for
mer resident of Liberty County. 

Funeral services were con
ducted in Kalispell Saturday. 

of 



MAX P. KUHR 

Born: NI A - Died: December 9, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

December 15, 1955 

Two Killed in Automobile Accident 
Near Fresno Friday, December 9 

Two people, Max P. Kuhr, at
torney of Havre and Mrs. Wm. 
Hadford of Joplin were killed in 
a head-on automobile collision 
near Fersno, on Highway No. 2 
Friday about 3 p.m. 

Funeral services for Mrs. Wm, 
Radford were held in the Joplin 
Lutheran church Wednesday af
ternoon, Pastor Theo. Mendenhall 
officiating. 

NIl's. Hadford met her death 
while riding from Chester to Ha
vre with Max P. Kuhr, It will 
be remembered that Wm. Had
f'Jrd died of a heart attack some 
two weeks ago, and Kuhr and 
NIl's. Hadford were going to Ha
'~n' in connection with legal af
fairs of settleing the estate. The 
Kuhr car collided head-on with 
a Canadian car driven by Erick 
Peterson of Victoria, B. C. Alleg
edly Peterson had pulled out of 
his lane to pass another car. 

Kuhr died on the way to the 
hospital shortly after leaving the 
scene of the wreck and Mrs. Had
ford passed away shortly after 

0' - --.. -._-
reaching the hospital. Peterson, 
his wife and baby, were hospital
ized, but are all slowly recover
ing, according to reports. 

Mr. Kuhr had been attending 
district court in Chester, and Mrs. 
Radford came to Chester to see 
him in connection with the Rad
ford estate. It became necessary 
for her to go to Havre; and they 
left together some time around 
2:00 in the afternoon. The wreck 
occurred near Fresno, some 12r;~ 
miles out of Havre. 

Mr. Kuhr Vias one of the prom- , 
inent attorneys of Havre. Re had. 
held various positions of honor 
and trust in the community, was 
active in community affairs, and 
was a director of the Citizens 
Bank of Montana and the Liberty 
County Bank of Chester at the 
time of his death. 

Mrs. Hadford had homesteaded 
south of Joplin in the early days 
of this county. She married Wm. 
Hadford in 1951, and had made 
her home in Joplin since her mar- i 
riage. 



MRS. JAMES LAIRD , SR. 

Birth: NI A - Died: April 5, 1 .~55 

Liberty County Times 

April 28, 1955 

~lrs. James Laird Sr. 
Dies in 'Visconsin 

Word has been received here 
that M rs . James Laird. Sr., who 
has been li ving at LaC r osse, Wis
consin, fo r th e las t ten years. 
passed away at LaCrosse April 5. 
She had been living at the home 
of a sister. 

She was bo rn in Canada, b ut 
m oved with her fami ly to Victory , 
Wiscons in as a ch ild, an d grev,; 
Lip there. 

She came to Chester in 191 4, 
: married James Laird of the Alma 
country and l ived there on the 
ranch unti l 1944. I 

She was buried in the Oak 
Park Presby terian cemetery at L a 
Crosse. 



JOSEPH H. LANGEL 

Birth: March 19, 1866 - Died: Octob~r 22, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

October 27, 1955 

Joseph H. Langel 
Dies Saturday 

Joseph Henry Langel, 39, re
tired Hill County farmer, died 
Saturday in a Havre hospital, and 
funeral services were conducted 
Tuesday at 2:00 p.m. at the Luth
eran Church in Rudyard. Langel 
came to the Goldstone commun
ity in 1913 and farmed unil 1933, 
'.\·hen he retired and moved to 
Rudyard. A native of Germany, 
Langel was born March 19, 1366. 
He was maried June 14, 1390 at 
Chippewa Falls, Wis., to Ellen 
Tealey. She died August 31, 1944. 

Surviving sons are Henry, Ro
bert, Arnold and Theodore, all of 
Rudyard; daughters, Mrs. Hayes 
Starks, Mesa, Arizona.; Miss 
Blanche Langel, Seattle; and Mrs. 
Clifford Hodgson, Havre; a sister, 
Mrs. Plante, Chippewa Falls, 18 
grandchildren and 11 great
grandchildren. 



FREDA BLOMQUIST LEDIN 

Birth: February 29, 1877 - Died: May 18, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

July 7, 1955 

Mrs. Freda Ledin 
After a lengthy illness, Mrs. 

Freda Ledin, 78, pioneer resident 
of Rudyard, died May 18 at her 
home. 

She was born in Sweden, Feb
ruary 29, 1877, and came to this 
country with her parents in 1881. 
At first they lived in Cheyenne,-' 
Wyoming, where a younger sis-. 
ter died. Later, they moved to 
Marshall County, Minnesota, 
where her parents homesteaded 
in Spruce Valley . 

. Freda Blomquist and WaIter 
Ledin were married at Thief Ri
ver Falls, Minnesota, December 
2, 1900. They homesteaded and 
operated an inland store and post 
office at Spruce valley. Later 
they moved to Wadena, Saskatch
ewan,to again homestead. After 
proving up, they returned to Mid
dle River, Minnesota in 1909 to 
operate a store. 

The Ledins moved to Rudyard 
in May of 1912 and operated a 
store until the death of Mrs. Led
in 1938. 

Family servies were held at the 
Ledin home May 21, followed by 
funeral services at the Rudyard 
Lutheran church, Pastor Manley 
Helleson officiating. 

With Mrs. Arnold Golberg at 
the organ, Mrs. Donald Aspevig 
sang: "The Old Rugged Cross,' 
and "Neal-er, My God To Thee." 
Other music was "Beyond the 
Sunset," and "In The Sweet Bye 
and Bye" sung by Mrs. Clarence 
Wichmann. 

Pallbearers were Robert Rigg,: 
Clifford Hanson, Herman Habeck, 

, Bert Magnuson, Kenneth Jackson 
and Donald Gorder. 

Mrs. Ledin is survived by a son, 
Emil, at Rudyard; three daugh
ters, Mrs. George (Amanda) . 
Wichmann, Inverness; Mrs. Frank I 
(Hilda) Phillips, Rudyard; Mrs. I 
Joe (Ruthie) Letang, Great Falls' 
and three grandchildren. 

Mr:,:...!--edin was the last of a. 

family of six children. A daugh
ter, Clara, preceded her in death 
in 1932 and a grandson, Rae Phil- . 
lips, in 1926. Interment was in the I 

Rudyard cemetery. I 



" 

EDGAR ABRAHAM UNCOLN 
Birth: December 24, 1904 - Died: September 20, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

September 22, 1955 

i Edgar Lincoln Dies 
: Tuesday 

i Edgar A. Lincoln, 51, a farmer 

I
' at Rudyard all of his adult life, 
died Tuesday morning at the 10-

, cal hospital. Funeral services have 
been set for Friday at the Grace 
church for 2:00 p.m. 

Mr. Lincoln was born December 
24, 1904 at Hillsboro, Oregon. 
When he was eight years old he 
came with his parents to the Hi
Line area. He served with the 
Army Air Corps from 1924 to 
1927. Mr. Lincoln homesteaded 
north of Rudyard and has been 
engaged in farming since that 
time. On June 29, 1935 at Havre, 
he married Marie Ruth Packer, 
who survives him. 

He is also survived by four 
sons, Joseph Milton, 19, Roy Ed

I gar, 17, Lee Laurence, 15, and 
I Arthur Bruce, 13, and one daugh
I ter, Ruth Marie, 10, all at home; 
his mother, Mrs. Elizabeth Lin
coln of Rudyard; two brothers, 
Ervin and Donald of Rudyard; 
and three sisters, Mrs. Gladys 
Torgerson of Seattle, Mrs. Ken
neth Jackson of Gildford and 
Mrs. Verda Pandis of Great Falls. 



JOHN LUSTGRAAF 

Born: August 31, 1901 - Died: June 12, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

July 21, 1955 

! Funeral Held for 
John Lustgraf 

Funeral servIces were held at 
10:00 a.m. Thursday, June 16th 
at the Hingham Catholic Church 
for John Lustgraaf who died at 
3:00 a.m. Sunday, June 12th, at 
his home in Rudyard. Interment 
was in Rudyard cemetery. 

Mr. Lustgraaf had been em
ployed by Hill County since 1946 
as a road patrol officer in the 
Rudyard area. Prior to that time 
he was employed in various con
struction jobs in North central 
Montana. 

A widower since the death of 
his wife, the former Pearl Ha
beck in June, 1940, Mr. Lustgraaf 
is survived by a son, William J. 
Lustgraaf at Rudyard, 7 sisters 
and 4 brothers. 

Mr. Lustgraaf was born August 
: 31, 1901 at Neola, Iowa, the son 
i of John and Louise Lustgraaf. He 
. and Mrs. Lustgraaf were married 
April 11, 1929 in Hingham. 

He was affiliated with the 
Catholic Church and was am em- . 
ber of the Havre Aerie, Fraternal 
Order of Eagles, and the Moose. 

t 
, 

"l! 



ROBERT LEE MAHER 

Birth: April 15, 1931 - Died: July 8, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

July 14, 1955 

Funeral Held for 
Robert Maher 

Funeral services for Robert Lee 
Maher, 24, were held at the Meth
odist church Tuesday afternoon, 
Rev. Byron Israel officiating. 

Robert Maher was born in Ha
vre, April 15, 1931, the son of 
Fred L. Maher and Alta Rudolph
Maher. He grew up in the Ches
ter community, attended school I 
here and was graduated from: 
Chester high school with the class / 
of 1949. He was connected with I 

the Assembly of God Church. 
He leaves to mourn his passing, 

his father and mother and four 
sisters: Mrs. John Matye (Violet) 
of Missoula, Mrs. Dave Rigney 
(Fern) of Shelby, Velma and 
Eunice Maher of Chester. 

He served in the Armed For
ces from June 19, 1952 to Decem
ber 26, 1954. He at once re-en-, 
listed and was discharged May /1 

25th, 1955. . 
The choir, consisting of Mrs. 

Emmers Berg, Mrs. Ella Wigen, 
Miss Rose Nealy, Miss Meredith i 
Swank and Mrs. Lyle Whelchel, 
with Peggy Ann Keith at the 
piano sang "Softly and Tenderly," 
"In the Garden," and "Nearer 
My God to Thee." 

Pallbearers were Donald Rau-
nig, Gerald Ward, Phillip McKin

: ney, Ross Rennick, Carl Evans 
: and Gene Styren. 
, A military funeral was accord
ed the deceased, with Albert 
Hanson as Commander and J. W. 
Hall Officer of the Day. The Fir
ing Squad was composed of 
Emanuel Gabbert, Richard' Lay
ton,'L. E. Johnson, Fred Sitch, 
Elmer Muncy and John Petlak. 
Color Guard was Edward Jen- i 
sen, Kenneth Brandvold; Jack' 
Wright and Joe Evans. Color 
Bearers, Reuben Halverson and 
Harris Endreson. 

Interment ih the family plot in 
'thE\'.I. O. O. F. cemetery. 

1 



TERRENCE LEANDER MANGOLD 
Born: January 2, 1941 - Died: November 15, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

November 17, 1955 

" '; weie , Bnr~; "Wend- ' 
, ' ' Cady, ' Gary "Free-

, Teddy , McFadden, Larry 
a'ndEdd~e ' Sc~Ji~it,i~t. " , 
", YoUng ' Te'b:enC'I!, ,~' an :active 

enthii~ia~( :np'peared' to ' 
UUJL1UCU 'ana i1n gadd healtn ' 
about5p.n:i. ,Monday when he 
complained ' of , a: : headache.-: ,He 
b,~anle ~ uikonscious ' ftbout" S: 30 
andrerngii(edtiii:cQnscioils' ~ti1 
his' death: 'lIe' was <rushed ' t() " a 
Havre, :"host;i tal ,:am( ,giVengevery 
n'i'edical attention;' HQwever; ' 'the I 

cause " of 'death lias not 'been ,;de-

te~i~~,~~~'~~;h (~t Hay,i,epii' J ~il- " 
tiary 2, 1941, ' to .Leon and ' ~Bat~ 
bara , Schweitzer ,Mangold., who: 
survive' hfm. ':A " sis'ter\ ~ Leonette, ' 
13:~' and ' three b~thers; " Ropalcl; 
12, De-'-iit1isi ,5, an'dWayne;3/ alS6 
survive'}h'im. , ',,:, " "", 

~ : ~' .' 



MARTIN MA TISON 

Birth: December 5, 1886 - Died: January 19, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

January 27, 1955 

I Martin Mattson Dies 
1 In South Dakota 
! 

Word came to friends here that 
Martin Mattson, feing; time citi
zen and farmer north and west 
of Ct:.ester, had passed away at 
Menno, South Dakota on the 19th 
day of January. 

The Times has received the 
following obituary from Mr. Cal
vin Hagge, a relative at Menno. 

Martin Mattson was born in 
Furnes, Hedmark, Norway on 

! December 5, 1886. He was the 
son of Mathias Mattson and Kar
en Mauseth. In infacy he was 
baptized and later was confirm
ed in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Furnes. 

He immigrated to this country 
in the spring of 1909 and r..ome
steaded near Chester, Montana. 
He spent most of his life in that 
community. 

His sister, Mrs. Ralph Hagge, 
heard of his illness in early 
spring of 1954. On May 26 Mrs. 
Hagge and son Calvin and Alfred 
Sorben, a nephew, journeyed by 
car to his home and he accompan-

ied them back, since his health 
was failing. He has made his 
home with his sister ever since. 

He passed away suddenly on 
January 19, 1955 at 12:15 p.m. at 
the age of 68 years, 1 month and 
14 days. 

He is survived by 2 brothers, 
Kristopher and Johannes and 4' 
sisters, Mine, Sigrid and Kristine 
of Norway and Karine, (Mrs. 
Ralpr.. Hagge of Menno, South 
Dakota. 

Three brothers and One sister 
,preceded him in death. 

Funeral was held at Our Sav
ior's Lutheran church on January 
21, with Rev. John Helgeson of
ficiating. Curtis Anderson sang 
"Safe in tr.e Arms of Jesus" and 
Ralph Gunders~m sang "Den 
Store Hcide. Flok." They were 
accompanied by Mrs. Wilbur 
Foss, organist. 

Pallbearers were Alfred Sor
,ben, Thorlief Sorben, Bertram 
. Hagge and Calvin Hagge, neph
. ews, and Lloyd Schweinforth and 
'Goodwin Thranum. 

He was laid to rest in the West j 

cemetery. Arrangements were 
made by Aisenbrey's Funeral' 
Home of Menno. 



';'. 

MARGARET McFADDEN 

Birth: NI A - Died: August 10, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

August 18, 1955 

Funeral Services For 
Margaret McFadden 

Funeral services were held Sat
urday afternoon at the Holland 
'and Bonine funeral home for 
Mrs. Margaret McFadden, who 

'died Wednesday at Inverness. 
Pallbearers were her three sons, 

'Paul, Ira and Dean. two sons-in
Jaw, Lester McNeil and Jack Hen
'derson and one grandson, Gordon 
Palmer. 

During the services Truman 
Struck sang "I'm But A Stranger 
Here" and Miss Marjorie Man
gel sang "The Old Rugged Cross." 
Both. were accompanied by Mrs. 
Bernard Kuenzel. • 

Burial was in a Havre cemetery. 

1 



IDA MAY UMPHREY MURRAY 

Birth: October 19, 1871 - Died: October 30, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

November 3 - 10, 1955 

Ida Murray, 84 Dies 
In Local Hospital 

1~rs. Geo. Murray, 84 years old, 
WhItlash, one of the pioneers of 
t~e country, passed away at the 
LIberty County Hospital Sunday 
afternoon. She had been in ill 
health for several months. 

She was born Ida May Umph
rey, October 19, 1871 in Lynn 
County, Kansas. She was one of 
four children of Samuel Frank
lin and Deborah Umphrey. In 
1886 she was united in marriage I 
to George Murray in Lynn I 

County, Kansas. To this union 
three children were born. 

In 1896 the family moved to 
Montana and in 1897 moved to 
the present homesite. In 1917 her 
daughter Lois Arken passed away 
leaving two small children Ed
ith and Glenn, whom she r~ised. 
In 1921 her son George Henry 
passed away at home and in 1926 

i she lost her husband. She was 
I preceded in death by her broth
,ers John and Henry, her sister, 
Rose Stark. She is survived by 
one daughter, Mrs. Lena Bauer 
Prosser, Washington, five gTand~ 
children, four great-grandchild
ren, three great-great grandchild
ren and several nieces and ne
phews._ 

Funeral services were held 
Thursday, November 3 at the 
Methodist Church in Chester with 
Rev. Shoemaker officiating. Bur
ial was in the family plot in Ches
tee cemetery. 

i Ida Murray Funeral 
I Funeral services for .. Mrs. Ida 
I Murray, W 11. it I as 11., were conI ducted from' the local Methodist 
I church Thursday afternoon at 
j2:00. .' 
, The. choir, composed' of Mrs. 
Bud.H u nne we' 11, Mrs. John 
Swank, Mrs. Mike Nardi, and 

I Mrs .. 0. D. Gifford sang ','Old Rug
'ged Cross" and "Rock of Ages." 
Mrs. Hunnewell 'sang '!The Gar
den of Prayer." Mrs. Peggy Wiley 
accompanied. . 
, Pan -bearers were: Bert Fur
nell, Bill Schafer, Bob Thompson, 
Bob Pettapiece; Robert Sutton 
and Fred Anderson. 



BENJAMIN F. MUZZEY 

Born: April 27, 1877 - Died: October 3, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

October 6, 1955 

Ben Muzzey, Well 
Known Hingham 
Resident, Dies 

Benjamin F. Muzzey, 78, past 
department commander of the 
Montana department of the Unit
ed States Spanish War Veterans, 
and a retir:ed farm~r of Hingham 
died Monday. :at ~he veterans' 
hospital at.. Fort Harrison, Mon
tana. Funeral services were held 
Friday, September 30th at2 p.m. 
at ,the Van' Orsdel Methodist 
cburch in Havre. 

Mr. Muzzey served in Company 
"G" of the Fifth Infantry, U. S. 
Army, during the Spanish Am
erican Wa.r. He entered the serv
ice in May, 1898 and was dis
charged May 29, 1899 at Gov
ernor's Island, ·N. Y. He was. 
elected department commander I 
of the Montana department of i 
the United Spanish War Veter- \ 
ans on JU[le7, 19i51. On February! 
16, 1953, he received an' appoint
ment from Gov. J. Hugo Aron
son to serve on the Board of Man
agers for the State Soldiers Home 
at Columbia Falls. 

Mr. Muzzey was born April 27, 
1877, at DeKalb, Illinois. He mar
ried Louamy Ide at Joliet, Ill
inois on February 22, 1902. They 
came to Hingham from Chicago 
to homestead in 1912. He farm
ed until his retirement several 
years ago .. 

In addition to his wife who re
sides at Hingham,he· is survived 
by three sisters, Mrs. Bertha ¥or
rison if Milwaukee, Wis., Mrs. 
Edith. Anderson of Tracy, Minne- I 

sota and Mrs. Carrie Rogers of i 
Modesto, California. 

Mr. Muzzey was a member of l 
the Masonic Lodge, IOOF and 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. ,. 

Rev. Richard Vick of Havre of
ficiated at the funeral and the 
Gildford Masonic Lodge were in 
charge of the masonic rites, the 
graveside rites were performed 
by the Hi-Line V.F.W. Post No. 
5726 of Rudyard. A military 
guard and pall bearers served 
from this Post. Burial was in 
the Highland park cemetery in . 
. Havre. 

1 



JENNIE AGUELENA NORDSTROM 

Birth: September 29, 1870 - Died: October 6, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

October 13, 1955 

"Funeral For Mrs'.! 
Jennie Nordstrom 
Monday Afternoon 

Funeral services for Mrs. Jen
nie Nordstrom were held in the 
local Lutheran church Monday 
afternoon, Rev. Theodore L. Men
denhall, pastor of, the Joplin 
Lutheran church officiating. 

Jennie Aguelena Nordstrom was 
born in Boras, Sweden on Sep-: 
tember 29th, 1870 and died Oc-: 
tober 6th, 8:40 p.m. at the age of! 
85 years and one week. i 

She came to the United States I 
from Sweden in January 1887 atl 
the age of 17, she moved to Bur· i 
lington, Iowa and in that year I 
was married to Axel Leonard 
Nordstrom. They moved to Biggs
ville, Illinois where they lived II 

until 1902 when they moved to 
Stronghurst, Illinois .. In 1903 they 
again moved, to Nanton, Alberta,! 

. Canada w:here they homesteaded' 
until 1910 when they came to 
Liberty County to homestead. 
Their homestead was 2 miles 
north of Chester, and they farmed 
the place until Mr. Nordstrom 
passed away on June 24th, 1922. 
The family then moved into Ches
ter and Mrs. Nordstrom lived: 
here until her death. i 

Mrs. Nordstrom was very ac
tive in the Lutheran Ladies Aid, 
The Royal Neighbors of America 
and was the last Gold Star Mo
therof the Liberty County Unit 
No. 88, American Legion Auxil
iary. She will be missed by her 
many friends in Chester. 

She is survived by her four 
sons, Harry of Washougal, Wash-' 
ington; Frank of Ronan; Bert of 
Chester and Kenneth of Devon. 
Two daughters survive, Mrs .. 
Ellen Irons, and Mrs.' Florence 
Trovatten, both of Chester. Sev
en grandchildren and 14 great 
grandchildren also mourn the 
passing of their grandmother. 

1 



GEORGE WALDEMAR OLSON 

Birth: October 21, 1885 - Died: November 28, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

December 1, 1955 

George OlsonDies! 
I 

: George W. Olson, 70, former: 
manager of the Monarch Lumber 
yard in Chester died Monday in 
the local hospital. He has lived 
with his daughter at Galata 

i since leaving the lumber yard. 
I several years ago. ' 

Mr. Olson was born November: 
21, 1885 in Illinois. 

Interment will be at a Fargo, 
North Dakota cemetery by the 
grave of his wife. Graveside 
services will be held there Sat
urday_ 

He is survived by three daugh
ters; Mrs. Ted Klugman of Fargo, 
Mrs. Albert Franham of Mound, 
Minnesota, and Mrs. Raymond 
Lallum of Galata. 



SERGEI PARFAEVITZ 

Birth: 1894 - Died: 1955 

Liberty County Times 

August 4, 1955 

Sergei Parfaevitz 
Die' Here ,}~i.ti~ 

The passing of Sergei Parfae
vitz came as a shock to many of 
his friends. Sarge, as he was 
known, was employed by the 
GreataNorthern Railroad and had 
worked for them for most of his 
life, He spent 10 years working 
on the section here in Chester, 
and prior to that he worked out 
of Havre on the section for about 
18 years, He was born in Russia 
and there is no record of any sur
vivors. 

The funeral service was held 
in the local Methodist Church 
Saturday with Rev. Donald 

· B;o~' o:tfici;ti~g.-Burial~Was; fu 
the I.O.O.F. Cemetary. Pall bear
ers were the following: Wilbur 
,Eveland, . Donald Raunig, 'Carl 
'Evans ,Gerald Anderson, John 
Kmn~r, Harry H~imbigner. Jr., 
honorary pall bearers:'Willia.m 
Johnson Reuben Halverson and 
Don Grimmer. These mennad 
worked on the raUr9adw:ith tlie 
deceased. ---- r""" 

The funeral service inc1udena 
special by Idella Hunnewell and! 
piano processional and recessionaL 
by Peggy Anne Keith. 



A. J. ROACH 

Birth: March 17, 1892 - Died: October 21, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

October 27, 1955 

A. J. Roach Dies 

A. J. Roach, 63, died suddenly 
at his apartment in Fort Benton 
Friday. Funeral services were 

'held Wednesday at 2 p.m. at the 
Fort Benton Funeral Home ,Cha-: 
pel; Roach was born March 17, 
1892, at Lisbon, North Dakota. 
He had worked many years with 
the Montana Hiway Department 
before retiring in 1951, and had 
made his home in Fort Bentoi-I 
since retirement. He married: 
Elizabeth Rust, at Malta, in De-' 

; cember, 1914. She now lives in 
'New York. 

Survivors include sons, Jack 
and Arthur of Van Nuys, Califor
nia; James of Beacon, New York 
and William of Resland, Califor
nia, and daughter, Mrs. Cecil 
Heydon of Joplin. 

Mr. Roach will be remembered 
by many residents here, as he and 
his family lived in Chester for, 
several years. The children at
tended school here and were 
graduated from Chester high 
schooL 

.~ 
1 



CLARA ISOBEll HAll RUDOLPH 

Birth: September 2, 1872 - Died: May 28, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

June 9, 1955 

Clara Rudolph Dies 
One of the early pioneers of the 

Chester community pass away on 
Saturday, May 28. 

~lai:a Isobell Hall Rudolph was 
born September 2, 1872, in New 
York State. Her family I ate r 
moved to Minnesota where they 
settled. 

, In March of 1892 she married 
! A. G.Rudolph and to this marri
, age was born 10 children. Mrs. 
Rudolph was preceeded in death 
by four children; Viola Ursula, 
Carl Leroy, Lyle E. and Chester 

, Robert. 
She is survived by her hus

band, A. G. Rudolph; four sons, 
Ray '{iudolph of Joplin, Lev i 
Wesley Rudolph of Cincinnatti, 

,Ohio, Lowell V. Rudolph of Bill
'ings and Paul C. Rudolph of 
Chester; and two daughters, Alta 
A. Maher of Chester and Gladys 
H. Rudolph of Cincinnatti, Ohio. 
13 grandchildren and 11 great 
grandchildren survive. 

Mrs. Rudolph came to a home
stead north of Chester to live in 
191'4 with her husband and fam

\ily. They resided on a farm near 
the Prescott Ranch until the fall 
of 1945 when they moved to Ches
ter to live. With failing health she 
moved to Billings to live with 
her son and daughter. She passed 
away in a Billings hospital May' 

128. 



HERBERT H. SCHAEFER 

Born: NI A - Died: July 16, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

July 21, 1955 

Herbert Schaefer 
Killed in Plane 
Accident 

Herbert H. Schaefer, Cut Bank 
husiness man and rancher and 
brother of Lawrence Schaefer of 
Chester was killed in the crash 
of a small air craft at the Cut 
B8.nk airport during a severe 
electrical storm Saturday eFe
ning. 

Four persons, all pasengers in 
the n1ane were s~riously injured 
in the crash, including two sons 
of Mr. Schaefer, Herbert Jr., 12 
and Gerald, 14. Others were Er
win Derenger, 17, ranch hand and 

i Alfreda Ezafryk. 40, ranch cook. 
The iniured '.vere rushed to GJa

,cier County Memorial hospital 
i for t"rea trr.en t. 
I It "lnpe8red that Schaefer and 
his f(ll.lr pa<;sengl'rs were flying 
t(l Cnt. Bank from his ranch on 
the Milk river and crashed just 
off the run-way or landing strip 
trying to land in a heavy rain 
storm that blacked out the land
strin. 

Schaefer owned and operated 
the Gamble Store and Furniture 
Mart and the Furniture Exchange 
in Cut Bank in addition to his 
Milk river ranch property. 



JACOB SCHAFER 

Birth: October 19, 1884 - Died: October 23, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

October 27, 1955 

Funeral Held for 
Jacob Schafer 

Funeral services for Jacob 
Schafer, 71, were conducted from 
.the Methodist church Wednesday 
afternoon; Rev. J. Torrance Har
vey of Kalispell officiating. 

Mr. Schafer was born October 
19, 1884, the son of Jacob and 

. Mary. Christine Stumph-Schafer 
at Rittsville, Washington, and 
grew to manhood in that area. He 
came to Chester in 1910 from 
Odessa, Washington, and has liv
ed here ever since. 

He was married to Matilda 
Martel in 1916, who survives. He 
worked at farming for a time, had i 
a well drilling rig at one time,: 
and in the early twenties he be
gan work as care~taker of the 
court house, where he was em
ployed for more than 20 years. 

Besides his wife, he leaves to 
mourn his passing, two daugh
ters, ];irs. Fenton Burgess, (Inez) 
of Chester, Mrs. Lada Kaffka, 
(Sylvia) of Havre, two sons, 
Charles of Billings and William 
of Inverness. Two brothers, three 
sisters and his step-father, John j 

Conrad Cash of Chester. 
The choir, consisting of Mrs. 

Richard Hunnewell, Mrs. O. D. 
Gifford, Mrs. Mike Nardi and 
Mrs. Fred Barrett sang "In the 
Garden" and "Beautiful Isle of 
Somewhere." Mrs. Hunnewell 
sang "What a Friend We Have in 
Jesus". Mrs. Peggy Ann Wiley 
was pianist. 

Pall bearers were Dodds Keith, 
Stewart Zentzis, Harry Heimbig
ner, Joe Burrows, Fred Brown 
and Leonard Staudacher. Inter
ment in the local I.O.O.F. ceme
tery. 



HENRY F. SCHWARTZ 
.. - -

Born: March 18, 1878 - Died: Octobe·f 15, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

October 20, 1955 

HenrY F. Schwartz-
01 •• In "It La~.~ 

H~nJ"Y F. Schwartz, 77 long 
time resident of Gildford, passed 
(tway Slltuntay at Salt Lake City. 
Utah. where he had been visiting 
a l"on. Allan. 

Schwartz was born March 18, 
1878 at Dennison. Iowa. He was 
married to Mary Hamilton Gray. 
D~mber 4, J901 at Fort Benton. 
He settled at GiJdfot'dtwo years 
later. operating. a general .tore 
there -and running sheep with his. 
brother, Byron. 

He was prominent in Hill 
County affairs for several years. 
~l'Ving hilJ~ ~ty !S_~~!!_~ 

-:rescntative and later as Sheriff. 
He was a charter member of the 
Masonic Lodge at Gildford. 

His wife preceded him in death, 
_He is survived by three sons in 

addition to Allan. Henry of La
mont, Washington; Keqneth of 
Torrance. California; and Robert 
of Big Sandy; a daughter, Mrs. 
Ben Sprague of Gildford, '17 
crandchfldten_and four great
grandclilldren. 

Funeral services were 'COndgc. 
ted Tuesday at 2:00 p.m. at Hol
land and Bonlne fun~ borne in 

-Havre. 



OLE C. SELMYHR 

Born: NI A - Died: December 2, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

December 15, 1955 

Ole C. Selmyhr Dies 
in Spokane 

Ole C. Selmyhr, former resi
dent of this area north of Rud

,yard, passed away at his home, 
,So. 14 Wall Street, Spokane, 
I Washington, December 2. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Mathilda, a daughter, Mrs. Stan
ley Topness and a son, Orville, 
both of Port Orchard, Washing
ton. There are eight grandchild
ren. He was stepfather to Mrs. 
John A. Clark and Mrs. Roy L. 
Zerba, both of Spokane; Mrs. W. 
C. Wehr of Kalispell, Wm. Wanke 
of Havre and Rudolph Wanke of 
Manhattan. There is also a step-

i grandson, Harold Wanke of Shel
by. 

Interment was made at Fai.r
mount Memorial park cemetery 
in Spokane. 



GARY DEAN SKONARD 

Birth: September 11, 1939 Died: October 9, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

October 13, 1955 

Two Killed, Four Injured 
~In Accident On Bear Den 
Road Sunday Afternoon 

Grim Death stalked the high
ways of Liberty county Sunday 
afternoon snuffing out the lives 
of two teen-agel's, Rae Jean 
Smith, 13 of Inverness and Gary 
Skonard of Joplin, when the cars 
in which they were riding collid
er, head-on on the Bear Den road 
about 29 miles north of Chester. 

. Miss Smith was riding in a 
car driven by Vernon Moog, In

'; verness, to whom' she was to 
have been manied today, Thurs

; day. Her neck was broken in the 
i crash, and she suffered head in
; juries. She lived only a few min
; utes after the accident. 

Gary Skonard apparently died 
,,' instantly. There was no evidence 
'that he had ever moved after the 

crash. j-L" had been riding in the 
front seat of the other car,op
posite the driver. and was thrown 
into the clash and windshield. He 
\\'as 16 year old. 

;I'loog, 2B, suffered multiple 
fr"ctures, both arms were bro
ken below the elbow, one Jeg was 

:, broken ar:d several ribs were 
l:fract!:rcd r-;c: suffered severe 1a
: cerations on both legs and inter
.nat injuries. 
. Roger Wil!C:lcs, 14, son of Mr. & 
·Mrs. Jc(> \ViJmes, Joplin, the dri

'vel' of the other car, suffered a 
.·fractured skull, a broken leg, pos
. si1:'!e intern:'!l in:iuries and mul
·tiple JaccDtions about the head 
and fa(··~. 

Donald Van Dessel, 13, son of 
Mr. aLcl l'\'T;~. Julius Van Dessel 
north of .Joplin, suffered multiple 

:fra-:tures of the left leg and cuts 
around thl~ head and face. 

Kent ·Melc1.rum, 14, son of Mr. 
and lVI,s. Fr211k Me!drum, Joplin 

. had a hroken arm, broken nose 
and lac~T:ltj0!l" Jbout the head 
and face. 

,1-L-- . ___ "." 

The accident occurred on what 
is kno\':n as the Bear Den road 
at a,'ol:nd 4:40 p.m., about a mile 

· east of the Emil Zoeller place. 
-Wilme:5 was dl'iving east and had 
in his or, Skonard in the front 
seat and Meldrum and Van Des
sel in the rear. As he topped a 

· small hill, one of those sharp lit
·tle hills that a driver cannot see 
·over, he met the car driven by 
· Moog, with Miss Smith in the 
'front seat with him. The two cars 

, came together about 90 feet from 
the crest of the hill. Both cars 

· were completeJy wrecked. 
According to reports Eddie 

.' Tempel was the first to reach 
the scene of the accident, though 

· Emil Zneller was there just a 
few minutes after. They found 
Meldrum, dazed, incoherent, and 
all the others apparently uncon
scious. They brought Meldrum' in 

· to the hospital, notified the Sher-
iff, and got the ambulance start

··ed ou..! to the scene of the acci
.dent, -with Kenny Shaw at the 
wheel. Shaw was accompanied 
by Larry Bas'3ett. Since Dr. Buker i 

I'~~s busy cari~g for Meldrum, 
he sent a nurse, Mrs. Huberty out 

j to help with . the work at the 
: wreck. 
: Dodds and Otto brought in the 
: bodies of the dead. Wilmes and 
: Moog v,ere brought in in the am-
bula~ce and Van Dessel rode in
to town 111 Jack McDowell's 
pick-Up. A Havre ambulance was 
called and Van Dessel was ta
ken at once to a Havre hospital. 

As this is being written Wednes
day afternoon, Wilmes is still un
conscious in the local hospital, 
though it is reported he seems 
to be a little easier than he was 
Monday. However, he is still in 
a very critical condition. 

Moog ,\'as taken to a Havre hos
pital Tuesday morning, having 
started bleeding internally over 
the night. Surgery was performed 
and a ruptured spleen removed. 

Van Dessel is reported as be
ing probably out of danger, hav
ing had his leg set in the Havre 
i10spital Monday. Meldrum was 
dis!C:lissed from the hospital Mon
day afternoon. 

Funeral services for Rae Jean 
Smith. daughter of Alfred Smith, 
Snokane Washington and Mrs. 
I\;'na H;.nsen Smith of Inverness 
were held Wednesd'ay morning 
in the Inverness Catholic church. 

She was born in Havre August 
,30, 1937 and grew up in the In
verness community, and was 
graduated from Inverness high' 
~chool last spring. In addition to' 
her parents, she is survived by; 
two sisters, Joyce and .J;,.:ie Ann" 
both her grandmothes, seven 
l1J1cle.,; and three aunts. 1\ br0-
ther preceded he1- in death. , 

Funeral services for Gary Skon
ilr~ are be'ing held from the' 
;\c'.rlcl Lutheran church in Jop-
1 to: '-his (Thursday) afternoon, 
Hev. Theodore L. Mendenhall of
ficiating. The Lutheran choir will 
fm-nish music. Gary was a mem
ber of the Junior class in Joplin 
high school, was very active in 
extra-curricular activities. He 
was a member of the basketball, 
football and baseball teams, 
served on the annual and school 
paper staffs and belonged to the 
school chorus. He was very pop-

. ular among his fellow students, 
and will be sadly missed in the 
school and in the community. 

WiJrh.es


ca r s on 

;jnd iour others hospitali zed. two of them dangerously hur1. 
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RAE JEAN SMITH 

Birth: August 30, 1937 Died: October 9, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

October 13, 1955 

Two Killed, Four Injured 
In Accident On Bear Den 
Road Sunday Afternoon 

Grim Death stalked the high
way:; of Liberty county Sunday 
afternoon snuffing out the lives 
of (\;'0 teen-agel's, Rae Jean 
Smith, It) of Inverness and Gary 
Skollarcl of Joplin, when the cars 
in \'.'jllch lhey were riding collid
er, head-on· on the Bear Den road 
about 2:J miles north of Chester. 

Miss Smith was riding in a 
ea,' drive!] by Vernon Moog, In-

. vel'llCSS, to whom she was to 
have been man'ied today, ThUl's
da.v. Her neck was broken in the 
cra3il, and she suffered head in
junes. She lived only a few min
utes after tbe accident. 

Gary Skonard apparently diedl 
instantly. There was no evidence I 
that he h~ld ever moved aft.er the I 
eras. 11. l> 1I:,,1 been rid ing in the I 
front spat of the other car, op
posite (he (iril'er. and was thrown I 
into thc (.'iISh illlel windshield. He 
\\'3S Jr.; \'i::lI' aIel. 

~.Tol)c~, ~Il, <:uffered lllultiple I 
~ ircct~)l'o;;~. both a. nTIS \VCl'e bro

ken hc!o'.',' tl,e elbow, one leg was I 
brokf'll nl:e! 3cveral ribs wore i 

'fructl:n:ci r;" "ufrC'I'cd severe la-I 
. cCl"ations on both legs zlnd intC'r-! 
.nal in]Ulie\ 

RO,2;er Wilmes. 14, son of IVIr.&· 
Mrs . .Icc \\'limes, .Joplin, thc dl'l
vel' of the nther cal', suffercd a 
fr2ctUl'cd ',kull, a broken leg, pos
sil:'e jqtc'rncd in:iuries and mul- i 
tipie iJCl:rJtlOl1;; about the head i 
3:1cl Ll(·"'. i 

Dor!,lld ViW Desse], IF;, son of: 
M:. ;'trod Ilk:. JuJiu~ Van Dessel. 
north a!' ,;orlin, suffered multiple' 

'flJ"l'l! [·s rlf the left leg and cuts 
ar,:nl:l(' 1.!1(' head' and face. 

I':cnt MeldrUJl', 14, son of Mr. 
and 1\11"". Fri:llk Meldrum, Joplin 
had a ;l!'ok('lt Clri1l, bl'oken nose 
and 1;\(".'1';" I')!b ;1 bou l lhe head 
and face. 

,::--1---.-. ___ . . __ -_ .. , 

. The <lccicknl occuned on whal Moog was taken to a Havre hos-
is knov:n as the Eear Den road pital Tuesday morning, having 
at <ll'Ol!nd 4:40 p.m., about a mile started bleeding internally over 
east of the Emil Zoeller place. the night. Surgery was performed 
Wilme:i \vas driving east and had and a ruptured spleen removed. 
in his CIt', Skoncrrd in the front Van Dessel is reported as be-
seat and IVrelc1rum and Van Des- ing probably out of danger, hav-
sel in the rear. As he topped a ing had his leg set in the Havre 

· small hill, Ol"e of those sharp lit- i10spital Monday. Meldrum was 
· tIe hills that a driver cannot see dismissed from the hospital Mon-
over, he met the car driven by' 

· Moog, with Miss Smith in the 
'front scat with him. The two cars 

· came together about gO feet from 
· the crest of the hill. Both cars 
· were completely wrecked. 

According to reports Eddie 
· Tempel was the first to reach 
, the scene of the: accident, though 
'Emil Zoeller was lhere jusla 
few minutes afte;·. They foun'd 

· Meldrum, da~ed, incoherent, and 
· all the others apparently uncon
sciou~ They brought Meldrum 111 

· Lo the hospital, notified the Sher
iff, ane! got the ambulance start

'.ed out to the scene of lhe acci
,dent, with Kenny Shaw at the 
wheel. Shaw was accompanieci 
by Lany Bas~''2lt. Since Dr. Buker 

/~as busy caring for Meldrum, 
he sent a Ilurse, Mrs. Huberty oul 
to help with the work at the 
wl·eek. 

Dodds and Otto brought in the 
,bodies of the dead. Wilmes and 
Moog were brought in in the am
bulance and Van Dessel rode in
to town in Jack McDowell's 
pick-up. A Havre ambulance was 
called and Van Dessel was ta
ken al once to a Havr:e hospital. 

As this is being written Wednes
day afternoon, Wilmes is still un
conscious in the local hospital, 
though it is reported he seems 
to be a little easier than he was 
Monday. However, he is still in 
C\ very critical condition. 

day aftel'noon. 
Funeral services for Rae Jean 

S.:llith. daughter of Alfred Smith, 
Spokane, Washington and Mrs 
Anna Hansen Smith of Inverness 
were held Wednesd'ay mornmg 
in the Inverness Catholic church. 

She Vias born in Havre August 
,30, 1937 and grew up in the In
verness community, and was 
eraduated from Inverness high' 
~'chool last spring. In addilion to 
her parents, she is survived uy: 

: two si:iters, Joyce and J'e,';e Ann, 
both her grandmothe!'s, seven 
Ill1cles and three aunts. A bl'()
ther preceded her in death. 

Funeral services for Gary Skol1-
arc are being held from the '. 
:1('\.[\<.;] Lutheran church in Jop
lill this (Thursday) afternoon, 
Hev. Theodore L. Mendenhall of
ficiating. The Lutheran choir will 
furnish music. Gary was a mem
ber of lhe Junior class lI1-.Joplin 
high sc11001, was very ci'dive in 
extra-curricular activities, He 
was 3 member of the basketball, 
football and baseball teams, 
served on the annual and school 
paper staffs and belonged to the 
school chorus. He was very pop-

i LilaI' among his fellow students, 
I and will be sadly missed in the 
school and in the community. 

,I 
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picture of the wreck of two cars on teen ag e r s 

and. lour others hospitalized . two of them dangerously hurt. It took I.wo w r ec k e rs 

cars apart so they could be moved. 
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CHRISTINA T. UNDERDAL 

Born: November 6, 1885 - Died: September 22, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

September 29, 1955 

Mrs. C~ Underdal 
Dies After Long 
Illness 

,
. 'Mrs .. ChristinaT. Un.der.daI,69'i 
1921 4th Ave. N., Gt. FaIls died at 

her home Thursday following an 
extended ilfuess. 

Funeral services were held at 
Croxford's Mortuary, Monday, 

,September 26, at 10:00 a.m. and at I ' .... 
'st. Olatchurch ihLedger at 2 p.m. 
I: with" Rev. Griffith Williams of-
ficiating. BUrial.wlll· be in St. 
Olaf cemetery. ., 

She was born November 6, 1885, 
.at Uridredal, Sogn; NQrway and 
imPlim,-ated to 'South; Dakota in 
1fl902c",Shfi.mllmM'Joh~nderoal· ; 
at Albert Lea, Minn., in: .1905.\, 
He died in 1950. 

They moved to Everett, Wash., 
in 1907, where they took up a 
homestead. They retired in 1949 
and mO\>'ed to Great Falls. 

Stirviyors include two sons, Ted 
and Selmer, Galata; three daugh
ters, Mrs. Thelma Johnson. Taco
ma, Jeannette Underdal, Great I 
Falls, and Mrs. Inez Gaarder, Fair-' 
field; two broth.ers, Peder Under" 
dahl, Shelby, and Gilbert Under
dahl, Great Falls, and two grand
children.j 

f 
J 



JAMES VAKOCH 

Born: NI A - Died: August 11, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

August 18, 1955 

Funeral Services Held 
Tuesday For James 
Vakoeh 

A Requiem Hich Ma" wal eel. 
ebrated Tuesday. Aucust HI. at 
Our Lady of Ransom Catholic 
Church in Hingham tor James 
Vakoch. 75. who passed away 
Thursday at the home of his niece. 
Mrs. Rose Kocar in Hinlham. 

He was employed at Fort Peck 
in 1936 on the construction of the 
dam, and then moved to ~ham 
jn 1938. For several years he 
farmed around Circle. and fbI' 
years before his death he resided 
with his niece in Hin,bam. He 
was not married. 

Pallbearers for the funeral were 
CUffotd SediVY. Vineent Sedivy • 
.1r., James Sedivy, Leonard Ul· 
men, Louis Kocar and Edwin Sor
enson. 

SurvivinC him are hia nieces. 
_~~ Rose Koc:ar lIEd Mrs. 0.
car Sorenson of Hingham and Mrs 
Martin Sirek and Mrs Thoma;; 
SIrek of E ... ~t Cr .. nd Forks, Min
nesota. ;Hld hl<; n,'phews, Vincent 
Sediv\'. Sr of lhngham dnd John. 
Charl~~, Edward ano Ct:org,· V"k 
(wh, all ,,\ Easl (;rand Fork..;. 
MlOnl's()l:c 



CHARLES S. VANCE 

Birth: 1 91 8 - Died: October 1 4, 1 955 

Liberty County Times 

October 20, 1955 

Harry McKinney 
Injured in Auto 
Accident 
An automobile accident in which 
a car collided with the rear of 
an auto-transport truck west of 
Cut Bank claimed the life of 
driver Charles S. Vance, 37 of 
Whitefish, and injured a resident 
of Chester, Harry McKinney, 29. 
McKinney was a passenger in 
the car which was demolished as 
the hood came back through the 
windshield and cut Vance's 
throat and crushed his chest. Mc
Kinney is still in tl;le Cut Bank 

! hospital in serious condition. 



EINAR EBENHARD WARNES 

Birth: January 15, 1890 - Died: November 2, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

November 3 - 10, 1955 

Einar Warnes Di~s 
Suddenly 

According to a wire received 
here Einar Warnes died suddenly 
at Fairdale, North Dakota Wed
nesday at the home of his bro
ther-in-Iaw, Edwin Erickson. He 
had just arrived there from vis
iting in Minnesota when death 
came. Some of his children here 
left for Fairdale Wednesday 
night. Funeral arrangements are 
pending. 

Einar Warnes Funeral 
Einar Ebenhard Warnes, 75 

I years of age, Polson, once an old 
I time Chester residence passed 
, away suddenly at Fairdale, North 
Dakota, November 2, 1955. 

He was born January 15, 1890 
at Selsovig, Norway. He is sur· 
vived by his wife, Nora, and nine 
children. Three daughters, Ellen 
(Mrs. Archie) Violett, Ella (Mrs. 
Robert) Wigen, of Chester and 
Esther (Mrs. Frank) Meldrum, 
Joplin. Six sons, Robert, Erwb, 
Edward of Chester, Chris of Rose· 
burg, Oregon, Dee of Polson, and 
Richard of the U. S. Navy. 

He was a son of Elling and 
Ingeborg Warnes. He had two 
brothers Thoralf and Axel of Nor· 
way and two sisters Mrs. Anna I' 

Howaag and Ella Tidemann both 
of Norway. Eight grandchildren' 
and three great grandchildren. 

He was married November 7, 
1914 to Nora Erickson at Fair-

• dale, North Dakota. 
He was reared in Norway, and' 

came to Fairdale, North Dakota 
in 1910. He came to Chester in 
1913 from Exshaw, Alberta where 
he started to farm and farmed 
until 1929 when he entered a 

'garage business in Chester. He 
retired in 1951 and moved to Flat
head Lake near Polson in 1954. 

Pallbearers were his sons Er· 
win, Edward, Robert, Chris, Dee 
and Richard. Rev. E. S. Tollef 
from Pollson and Jersing Thomp· 
son officiated at the services, 

Music was furnished by the 
Chester and J a p lin Lutheran 
choirs, accompanist was Mrs. 
Mrs. Ed ward Theilman, The 
choirs sang "When Peace Like a 
Rivet-" and "In Heaven Above." 
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Erickson sang 
a duet entitled "No Night Thee," 
Ml'. and Mrs. Chris B~rickson are 
of Fergus Falls, Minnesota, 

1 
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ANNA WIDMER 

Birth: February 3, 1882 - Died: December 9, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

December 15,1955 

Anna Widmer 
Funeral 

Funeral services were held for 
Anna Widmer Saturday, Decem
ber 10 at Our Savior's Lutheran 
Church in Chester, \with Rev. W. 
F. Biel of Havre officiating. Bur
ial will be in Oshkosh, Wisconsin 
in the Lake View Memorial cem
etary. 

She was born February 3, 1882 
at Van Dyne, Wisconsin, died De

i cember 9th at a Havre hospital. 
i She is survived by two broth
. ers, Otto and Carl Nimmer of 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin and sev-
eral nieces and nephews. 

She came to Montana in 1918 
and married Walter Widmer. 
They lived on a farm south west 
of Chester. He preceded her in 
death in 1949. 
I Pallbearers were 'Henry Lan
I gel, Henry Elling, Dean McFad
Iden, Ernie Minckler, John Eng-

I
lund and John Wanken. 

Two solos were sung by Tru
man Struck and music furnished 

I by Mark Misch. 

:j 



ROGER JOSEPH WILMES 

Birth: December 8, 1940 - Died: October 14, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

October 20, 1955 

Roger Wilmes Dies Friday Night As 
Result of Injuries Recieved in Crash 

-~--

Funeral services for Roger 
Wilmes, 14, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Joe Wilmes, Joplin, were held, 
in the Bethel Lutheran church at I 
Joplin Tuesday afternoon, Rev. I 
Theodore L. Mendenhall offi-: 
ciating. 

Wilmes died Friday night in 
the Liberty County hospital, af-, 
tel' being injured in an accident 
on the Bear Den road some 29 
miles north of Chester in which 
two other teenagers were killed 
and three other people injured. 

Wilmes received severe head 
injuries and never regained con
sciousness from the time of the 
accident, Sunday afternoon. 

Roger was born in Havre De
cember 8, 1940, and had lived in 
and,arouT)~ Joplin all his life. He 

, was very popular 'among the stu
dents. in Joplin high school, was 
ver:!: . much interested in the 
sports program carried on by the 
school and played on the foot
ball team this fall. 

He is survived by his parents, 
a brother David and a sister, 

: Rosalie, and a host of relatives 
and friends who mourn his pass
ing. 

It is reported on good authority 
that Vernon Moog, who suffered 
two broken arms, a broken leg 
and several fractured ribs plus 
internal injuries in the accident 
is now in a wheel chair in a hos 
pital in Havre, with better than 
an even chance to survive. 



DANIEL WOLFE 

Birth: March 23, 1900 - Died: August 9, 1955 

Liberty County Times 

August 

Dan Wolf Passes 
. Away Suddenly 

The sudden death of Dan Wolf, 
a long time farmer and friend to 
Chester community came as a 
shock on Tuesday of this week 
He apparently succumbed to a 
heart attack in his bed at home. 
Well known to the people of Ches- ' 
tel', and Liberty County, Dan had 
farmed south of Chester, the 
combines on his farm were al
ready busy with harvest when 
his death was discovered about 
noon. 

Funeral services will be held in 
the Chester Lutheran Church on 
Friday afternoon of this week. 

11 - 18, 1955 

; Lutheran Services 
; Conducted Here For 
Daniel Wolfe 

Daniel Wolfe, 55, Chester, a 
long time Liberty County farmer, 
died at his home in Chester Tues-

. day. Funeral services were held 
Friday afternoon at the Lutheran 
Church in Chester with Rev. 
Thompson officiating. 

Pallbearers were Orville Brain, 
Arvid Boreen, Les Ward of Kal
ispell, Robert Pugsley, Johnnie 
Schwab and Bert Nordstrom. Ac-

. companied by Mrs. Ed. Thielman, 
Our Savior's Choir sang "In Heav
en Above" and "Still, Still With 
Thee", and Miss Diane Ross sang 
"Beyond the Sunset." 

Mr. Wolfe was born March .23, 
1000 at Selby, S. D., and in i913 
came to Montana from there~ In 
1922 he married Josephine Steen, 
who survivies him. He is also 

. survived by f0ur sons, Delmar, 
; Kenneth, Dean and Roger and 
two daughters, Mrs. Albert Han-
son and Mrs. Leo Wigen. I 

Three sisters, Mrs. Carrie i 
Wendt, Minneapolis, Minnesota,· 
Mrs. Esther Ray, Chester and Mrs. 
May Greve, Columbia Falls, three 
brothers, Henry of Joplin and 
Walter and Jacob of Deer Park, 
Washington, and six grandchild-, 
ren survive him. I 




