
HELEN ANN AABERG 
Born: August 8, 1924 - Died: Februa~ 2, 2002 

Uberty County Times 

Helen Ann Aaberg 
Helen Ann Aaberg, age 77, of 

Bozeman, died unexpectedly of 
heart failure while asleep at her 
home on February 2, 2002. Going 
strong to the end, she spent the 
day before her death doing some 
of her favorite things: playing 
Bridge, attending an antique 
auction, dinner, and a play with 
friendS. 

Helen, or -Laney" as she was 
known by some of her friends, was 
born August 8, 1924 to Peter Miller 
Kuhry and Elizabeth (Zettel) Kuhry 

. In Chester, Montana. She 
attended Chester High School and 
Holy Names College in Spokane. 
Her college career was shortened 
by hard times and the War, and 
she returned to Chester where she 
worked . for the federal 
government. She married Amos 
Aaberg in 1947 and after having 
two sons they separated. She 
began working in the Chester Post 
Office in the mid-19950s, became 
Postmistress in 1967. and retired 
in 1989. After retirement, she . - ---: -------
spent the winters in Bozeman for 
three years. moving there 
permanentiy in 1992. 

An accomplished pianist. Helen 
was organist and choir director for 
many years at St. Mary's Parish. 
She was a co-founder of the 
Liberty County Arts 'Council in 
1967 and the liberty Village Arts 
,... _ ._ .. _ __ ! _ 4 ..... _J . . ". . . . 

February 13, 2002 
Arlynn Fishbaugh, of the Montana 
Arts Council said, ~(Helen) was an 
amazing woman she deeply 
lrifluenced the arts in this state. 
She not only left a hallmark on the 
state through her work, but 
through her son. We are all so 
lucky for ' her remarkable 
contributions .• 

Her past positions are a 
reflection of her many interests in 
life and include election to the 
Chester School Board,' First Vice 
PreSident of the Montana 
Democratic Women's Club, 
president of the Montana 
Genealogy Society, Treasurer of 
the State Postmaster's 
Association, Museum of the 
Rockies docent, and member of 
the Chester Garden Club and the 
liberty county Shutterbugs. 
. She was an avid Bridge player, 

and contin.ued that interest in 
Bozeman, attending many state . 
tournaments and marathons. She 
was also active in many 
organizations and study groups 
within the CathOlic church at both 
Holy Rosary in Bozeman and St. 
Mary's in Chester, and was also 
involved with some community 
action, study and service groups, 
including Meals on Wheels. 

Upon retiring from the postal 
service, Helen was . able to 
exercise her passion for peace, 
justice, ecology, and human rights, 
writing at least a letter a week to 
newspaper editors and politicians. 

Until the end, she did what she 
loved. In the words of a close 
friend, "She was a vibrant, 
intelligen.t, and caring woman,· 
and will be greatly missed by all 
her friends and family. 

She is survived by her son 
Stephen of Billings, her son Philip 
and daughter-in-law PatriCia 
Belknap Aaberg of Oakland, 
California; her brother Wil . Kuhry 
and sister-in-law, Ann Lambert 
Kuhry of Havre; her grandsons 
Sean, Michael, Daniel, and Jake 
of Oakland; her brother-in-law 
George Freemole of Great 'Falls, 
and many nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her 
pare'nts, her sisters Marjorie 
Freemole; and Marietta Pace 
Q'Connor, and her brother Florian 
J . Kuhry. 

Vigil services were held at 7:00 
pm Thursday Feb. 7, 2002 at Holy' 
Rosary Catholic church in ­
Bozeman. A funeral mass was 
celebrated by Father Leo Proxell 
at Holly Rosary at 10:00 am 
Friday, February 8th. . 

A memorial mass was 
celebrated at St. Mary's Catholic 
Church in Chester by Father 
Joseph Diekhans at 11 :00 am 
Monday February 11th. Special 
music was provided by ST. Mary's 
choir and other community friends. 
Son Phil Aaberg, accompanied ~ 
choir in one of Helen's favorites, 
~Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring." A 
vocal duet by Marcus Jochim and 
Anne Seidlitz-Melton was "Pie 
Jesu. n Karen Stack served as 
organist. Scripture readings were 
by Irene Terwolbeck. Greeters 
were Don and Harriet Marble. Altar 
server was Ken Gagnon. 
Eucharistic ministers were 
Margaret (Freemole) Halvorson, 
Helen (Freemole) Berger, and 
Marjie Dahinden. Eulogist was 
Don Marble. 

GraveSide services followed at 
the Chester Cemetery. Father Joe 
committed the ashes of Helen and 
her brother Florian (who died on 
December 29, 2001) . Military 
'Taps· and Florian's veteran's flag 
was presented to the family. A 
luncheon ' followed at the church. 
Local arrangements by Rockman 
Funeral Chapel. 

It was Helen's wish that in lieu 
of flowers, donations be given to 
charities for the poor. Donations 
may also be given to the Humane 
Society of Gallatin County. A 
Qenerous family in Bozeman 
adopted her beloved Dachshund 
'Tlnka.' 



DIRK WELLINGTON ADAMS 

Born: September 24, 1971 - Died: J~ly 2, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

July 10, 2002 
---------------

Dirk Adams 
Dirk Wellington Adams, age 30, 

was tragically taken from his family 
and friends on July 2, 2002. Dirk 
was born September 24, 1971 in 
Sikeston, Missouri, to Blakeney 
and Peggy (Hammond) Adams. 

Upon graduation from Cahokio 
High School in S1. louis, MO. and 
honorably served his country for 
seven years. Upon discharge, he 
moved to Missoula, Montana and 
met Kathryn Colleen ~KayCee" 
Spinier, who he married on May 
13.2002 in Helena, MT. On April 
27. 2001 'the light of his Ufe, his 
daughter Jessica, was born. 

Dirk successfully bui« his own 
long haul trucking company with 
the help and support of his wife. 
In his free time. he enjoyed 
hunting, fishing, and spending 
time with his beautiful daughter. 

He is survived by his wife 
KayCee; daughter Jessica; father 
Blake and his wife Jan; mother 
Peggy; grandmother Martha; 
sisters: Sabrina and Christina: 
brother Blake; slep-mother Katen; 
step-sister Amanda; step-brother 
Sc0tt; sister-In-law June; brothers~ 
in-law Mark and Scott; numerous 
aunts. uncles, nieces. nephews 
and cousins. 

A memorial service was 
conducted from Hagler-Anderson 
Chapel on Monday July 8, 2002 

at 10:00 at In Helena, with rev. 
James A. Connor officiating. Lewis 
& Clark Veterans Council provided 
military graveside services at 
Montana State Veterans 
Cemetery at Ft. Harrison, Helena. 
A luncheon was held at S1. Mary's 
Community Center following the 
graveside services. 

, ' 

) 



KENNETH WILLIAM BANGS 

Born: May 19, 1915 - Died: May ,2, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

Ken Bangs 
Kenneth William Bangs, 86, 

died at his home in Stevensville 
Thursday morning, May 2, after 
struggling with <;;ongestive heart 
failure for more than a year. Ken 
was born on the homestead of his 
parents, Will and Etta Bangs, 23 
1/2 miles north of Inverness, 
Montana on May 19, 1915. 

He received his early education 
at the Minnesota country school, 
graduating from Inverness High 
School in 1933. He attended 
college at Northern Montana 
College in , Havre and the 
University of Monta~a in Missoula 
where he graduated with a degree 
in sociology and economics in 

May 8, 2002 

1941. On September 26, 1941 I1e discussing current events and 
married Norma Lorraine Prescott traveling. Norma and Ken enjoyed 
in Spokane, Washington. During trips to Australia, China; Russia, 
World War II he worked 'as a and England. They also attended 
welder in the shipyards of numerous elder hostels in the US. 
Bremerton, Washington after He was preceded ,in death qy his 
which he returned with his wife, wife Norma (in 1994) and his older 
Norma and baby daughter Dorothy sister Dorothy McMurphy of 
to the farm in Montana. Ken taught Albuquerque. He is survived by his 
one year of high school in brother Howard·Bangs of SeaUle; 
Inverness then spent the rest of his his sister Genevieve Schwartz of 
working life farming and raising a Chicago; and his daughter, 
family of seven 'children. In 1980 Dorothy Leonard of Sunnyside, 
Ken and Norma left the farm and Washington; sons, Collin Bangs 
traveled extensively after which and wife Patsy of Missoula. 
they retired to Stevensville in 1983. Richard Bangs and wife, Susan of 

Ken was a life-long and active Littleton, Colorado, Dennis Bangs 
member of the Democratic Party of Missoula, Bill Bangs and wife 
and the Montana Farmer's Union. Linda of Missoula, Tom Bangs and 
He also served on the Board of wife Carol of Inverness; daughter 
Directors of the Hill County Electric 'Linda Dolar and husband Jerry of 
Co-op. was an Inverness school Salem" Oregon; adopted son 
trustee, and on the board of the Julian P. Stevens of Virginia; along 
Farmers Union Oil station in with nine grandchildren and one 
Rudyard. His interest in people great-grandchild. 
developed during his years on the Memorial services were held 
farm, continued during his life in • Tuesday, May 7 at the Whitesitt 
Stevensville, where he often Funeral Home in Stevensville at 
helped out friends, neighbors and 1 :00 p.m., with Jeff Olsgaard 
the community with numerous officiating. 
projects. In his later years of A reception followed at the 306 
retirement, he developed a liking Pine in Stevensville. Memorials 
for golf and was one of the can be made to the Minneota 
mainstays at the Whitetail Golf Friendly Club Scholarship Fund, 
Course in Stevensville. He was a The Montana Farmer's Union 
lover of reading, tending his yard Camp Fund, or to North Valley 
and garden, playing Bridge, Public Library, 208 Main St., 

Stevensville, MT 59870. 



ALLEN JOHN BARBIE 

Born: April 22, 1946 - Died: February 22, 2002 

Allen J. Barbie 
Allen John Barbie was born at · 

Havre. Montana on ' April 2200 • 

1946. 
He was one of seven children 

born to Alvin and Anabelle 
(Pettapiece) Barbie. Allen grew up 
on the family farm north of 
Inverness. He rec~Jved his 
edu~tion at Invemess, graduating 
from Inverness High School in 
1964. 

Allen . enrolled at Eastern 
Montana College in Billings where 
he playe'd' football his freshman 
year, . then he transferred to 
Northern Montana College in 
Havre. He returned to Inverness 
In 1967 and began working for the 
. Inverness School District as a bus 
driver. During that time he met an 
Inverness school teacher 
Stanleigh ~~a Nerdahl, who wourd 
later becom'e his wife. 

In 1968 Allen enlisted in the u.s. 
Ma~ne Corps. During a break.from 
acttve duty. he married Stanleigh 
in Minneapolis (Minnesota) on July 
19th 1969. Allen continued his 
military obligation, serving a tour 
of duty in Vietnam in 1971. He 
attained the rank of Sergeant E-5 
befo~e receiving his honorable 

diSCharge in 1972. He remained 
in the Marine Reserve Corps for 
two more years. 

Allen & Stanleigh made their 
home at Inverness where Allen 
began working for John May 
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Construction. He also sold 
Northwestern Mutual Life 
Insurance for a short time, and 
then began working for Fraser's 
Conoco in 1976. 

For the past 15 years Allen 
managed Fraser's branch station 
in Galata. He reniained -a ' 

cr-e-cHbateCl- worl<er - ·-untrr-;.f.i;I~­
declining health forced him to this 
past December (2001). Allen was 
diagnosed with cancer in 
September of 1998 and 
underwent many surgeries and 
chemotherapy treatments. He 
initially did well, but his condition 
changed in recent months, so he 
was being cared for at home by 
family and hospice nurses. On this 
past Friday (February??OO, 2002) 

. Allen was admitted to the Uberty 
County Hospital in Chester, where 
he suffered a stroke. He died just 
two months shy of his 56'" birthday. 

Allen was baptized in the 
Methodist faith, but attended the 
Lutheran Church during his 
married years with Stanleigh. He 
was active in the Inverness 
Community; he served on the 
Inverness School board (before 
consolidation), the J-I School 
board (after consolidation), the 
Inverness Volunteer Fire 
Department, and the Inverness 
Commercial Club. Allen was also 
a member of the Chester 
American Legion. He enjoyed the 
people in the Galata community 
and one of his favorite activities 

,was providing treats to the Galata 
Elementary students at their 
annual Christmas program. 

Allen's hobbies were many. He 
was known for his gardening skills; 
he raised a huge vegetable garden 
for many years and was happy to 
share his produce with his friends 
and neighbors. He enjoyed deer 
and gopher hunting, and was an 
avid fisherman. He loved to play 
cards, especially cribbage and 
Pinochle. Allen loved to follow the 

local school sporting events, 
mainly boys basketball, and he 
was also an avid football fan. In 
his quiet time at home he enjoyed 
reading. Just for the fun of it he 
collected coins. 

Allen's tamlry-:-wm always 
remember his "good sense of 
humOr". His survivors include his 

_ wife, Stanleigh of Invemess; two 
sons. Aaron Barbie of Rock 
~p.rin9s, Wyominfl~~~eter 

Barbie (and wife, Kathleen) of 
Stanford; his mother Anabelle 
Barbie of Chester; three brothers 
Lyle Barbie of Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, Bill Barbie (and wife 
Cathy) of Carson City, Nevada, 
and Larry Barbie of Inverness; 
three sisters Barbara Jean 
Belgarde of Forsyth, Mary Ann 
Barbie Rice (and husband Steve) 
of Helena, and JoAnne Barble­
Redmond of Greely, Colorado; 
maternal aunt Beth Graham of 

~s?1fi!~ ~~~~rn~~ih~h~lW~,: ; 
r'IIeces 'and COUSinS. AIIEm 'was 
preceded iii ,death by his father 
(Alvin in 1992) and a nephew 
(Bryan Barbie). 

Funeral services will be today 
(Wednesday, February 27, 2002 
at 11 :00 a.m. at Our Savior's 
Lutheran Church in Rudyard. The 
funeral will be conducted by 
Pastors Tim Singleton and Charles 
Woodworth. Pianist will be Christy 
Fossen and the congregation will 
sing "How Great Thou Art" . 
Vocalist, Terry Stevenson, will 
perform ·On Eagle's Wings". 
Ushers are Jim Fraser and Dean 
Lerum. Pallbearers are Duane 
Fraser, Craig Fraser, Larry Smith, 
Dennis Di~mert, Bob Dafoe. and 
Paul Olson. Honorary bearers are 
"all .of his many friends". 

Burial with military rites by the 
Galata American Legion Post #69 
will follow at the Inverness 
Cemetery. A IUflcheon provided by 
Hi-line area friends will conclude 
the services at the church in 
Rudyard. 

Arrangements by Rockman 
Funeral Chapel, Chester. 

In lieu of flowers the family 
requests memorial to the "Gift of 
Life" in Great Falls, Bear Paw 
Hospice of Havre or donor's 
choice. 



RICHARD WAGNER "RICH" BARNETT 

Born: August 31, 1915 - Died: March 22, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

March 27, 2002 
He returned to Montana where 

he worked in the trucking business 
and operated a welding/repair 
shop at Whitlash. 

Rich married Winifred Allen on 
July 15, 1946 at Helena, Montana. 
They made their home in the 
Whitlash community. In the early 
1950's Rich and his partner 
Nelson Bingham, formed the B&B 
Drilling Company. They initially did 
contract drilling, then began drilling 
their own wells on the Schafer 
lease. The partnership dissolved 
in 1960. 

Rich and Wini moved to Helena 
Richard Barnett where they bought and managed 

Richard Wagner "Richn Barnett the Valley Vista Mobil Home Park. 
On part of their Helena property 

was born August 31, 1915 at the they built one of the first three KOA 
Barnett family home near ) 
Bloomfield, Iowa. He was the only (Kampground of America 

franchises ' in the system. In 
child of Clifford and Nellie addition to their RV mobile home 
(Schafer) Barnett. His parents park, Rich ran a backhoe 
divorced when he was four, so he 
lived with "his maternal operation. They also raise a 2-acre 

vegetable garden and sold fresh 
grandparents on the Schafer farm ' produce at the Helena Farmer's 
near Lancaster, Missouri and Market. 

attende~ the Sloop Sc~~dl n~~r The Barnett's spent their winter 
there. RI~h ev~ntually JOIned hIS months in Mesa Arizona then 
mother to ChIcago, where he ' . ' 
f· . h d h' h I' Alth h ' returned to Helena In the summer. 
tnlS e IS sc 00 mg. aug I th f 2002 th ed 

his formal education ended in the n e summer 0 ey mov 
7111 grade, Rich was an avid reader permanently to Mesa, where they 
and was self-taught in many enjoyed the warm winter weather 
subjects. and their many friends. 

In 1934 Rich came to Montana Rich's health began to fail in the 
with his uncle, Bill Schafer, to work spring of 2001. He entered Neely 
on a ranch near the Sweetgrass Ray's Hospice House in Gilbert, 
Hills. He leamed to dress tools on Arizona. He died there this past 
an oilrig and became interest~d in Friday morning March 22, 2002. 
the oil business. Before long he He was 86 years old. 

- built and operated the Whitlash Rich's hobbies included 
Refinery. gardening, geology and hiking. He 

At the outbreak of World War II loved music and he played guitar, 
Rich was inducted into the U.S, and the electronic digital organ. 
Army in 1941 . He attained the rank Over the years he was a friend and 
of Tech-5 in Battery "B" 455th Anti- mentor to many. 
Aircraft Artillery Battalion. He He is survived by his wife of 55 
served overseas in the Asiatic- years, Wini of Mesa; three sisters-
Pacific and the European-African- in- law: Evelyn Aiken of Whitlash, 
Middle Eastern campaign. More Golda Morrison of Chester, and 
specifically, he fought in the "Battle Donna Allen of Oklahoma City, 
of the Bulge. n Rich was honorable Oklahoma; several nieces and 
discharged in 1945. nephews; and special friends Bob 

and Jean Blalock of Quartzite, 
Arizona. 

- RiCh was preceicecITndeaifJ-by 
his parents, half sister Bernice 
Cross, and his mother-in-law 
Louisa Anderson. 

Funeral services will be to~ay 
Wednesday, March 27'" at 1:00 pm 
at the Whitlash CommUility 
Church. Pastor John Maatta will 
officiate. Music will be provided by 
pianist Helen Stratton, and vocalist 
Delores Matteson. Vocal tributes 
will be "In the Garden" and "The 
Old Rugged Cross." Friends 
serving as pallbearers are Clayton 
Wilhelm, Robert Dunlop, Dennis 
Iverson, Walter Stratton, Urban 
Kultgen, and Ron Wehr. M~orial 
bearers are all of Richis old 
friends. 

Burial will be at the Whitlash 
Cemetery with military rites by 

Galata American Legion Post #69. 
The flag presentation will be by 
Leonard Mattson. A luncheon will 
follow at the church. Arrangements 
by Hockman Funeral Chapel, 
Chester. 

Memorials will be given to the 
Neely Ray Hospice House, 13639 
East Ray Road, Gilbert, Arizona, 
85233 or donor's choice. 



ERMA KATHERINE (FOSS) BAXTER 

Born: June 4, 1911 - Died: Februar~ 26, 2002 

Erma Baxter 

. ' 

Liberty County Times , , __ 
Feb.26, 2002. Erma was 90 years 

March 6, 2002 old. 
During her years in Culbertson, 

Erma Katherine (Foss) Baxter Erma was very active at the Trinity 
was born at Milnor, North Dakota Lutheran Church and theA.L.C.W. 
on June 4, 1911. She was the She was 'also a member of the 
eldeSt child of three children born Roosevelt Memorial Hospital 
to Clifford and Laura (Gustafson) Guild. 
Foss. The Foss family came to The Baxter's enjoyed their lives 
Brockton, ,Montana when Erma as ranchers and stayed close to 
was four years old. Her father home. In the late 1980's Erma 
farmed, worked the railroad, and ,made a memorable trip to the 
delivered mail. Her mother "Grand Old Opry" with a group of 
operated a boarding house and Culbertson senioreitizens. 
restaurant. In her younger years Erma 

Erma received her formal enjoyed dancing and card parties; 
education at Brockton; in her junior her favorite card game was whiSt. 
year she quit school to help care She always looked forward to 
tor,her two younger twin-siblings. watching Lawrence Welk and 
In the few yeatS.tt1at followed, she game shows on television. In her 
worked in the Mona community as quiet time at home she made quilts 
a cook and housekeeper. ' for the church and family 

Erma mamed EverettA. Baxter members. She also made yarn 
on November 16, 1935 at Andes, covered hangers. Erma was a 
Montana. They made their home good cook, and her family will 
on a ranch near Culbertson, where remember her delicious caramel 
Erma worked asa homemaker roUsand chocolate Chip cookies! 
and mother of five. This ranch was Survivors include 3 sons and 
their home for 50 years. Following spouses: Clarence and Georgia 
Everett's death in 1983, Erma Baxter of Big Sandy, Randal and 
moved to the Yellowstone Villa in Karen Baxter of Culbertson, and 
Culbertson: She lived there until Roger and Melinda Baxter of 
1995, then came to Chester, (MT) Chinook; two daughters and 
to live with· her tJaughter Judy. ~ spouses: Judy and Paul Alisch of 
When her health , began to failiQ Chester, and Bonnie and Richard 
2000, she transferred to the Vrooman of Proctor; 17 
Liberty County Nursing Home. grandchildren and five great-
She died althe Chester rest home grandchildren; one brother, 
on the early morning of Tuesday, Clifford Foss Jr. and wife Marjorie 

of Holden, Missouri (formerly of 
Sidney); one sister, Corrine 
Amestoy and husband Paul of 
Sidney; and numerous nephews 
and nieces. Erma was preceded 

'! in death by her husband and 
parents. 

Visitation was Wednesday 
afternoon Feb. 27th at the 
Rockman Funeral Chapel in 

, Chester. 
" Additional visitation was Friday 
afternoon March 151 at the 
Fulkerson Funeral Home in 
Sidney. 

Funeral services were 10:00 am 
. Saturday March 2, 2002 at Trinity 

Lutheran Church in ·Culbertson. 
~Memorials will be given to the 
Trinity Church or donor's choice. 



GEORGIA THELMA "JO" (GRANGER) BERG 

Born: July 1 0, 1920 - Died: March, 1, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

March 6, 2002 
----.. - .. ......... - .. -~--... -.--- --
'Georgia 'Jo' .8erg 

Georgia Thelma (Granger) 
Berg, better known to her family 
and friends as • Jo," died early 
Friday morning March 1, 2002 at 

::,~-t;!.unter's ~,~.I}~. ~~~i~ted 'I,.ivil)g 
'. Facility in Missoula; fV1oritanil. She 

was 81 years old. 
Jo ' Was born ' at Harlem, 

Montana on July 10,1920. She 
was one of five children born to 
George and Minnie (McGuire) 
Granger. Jo grew up at Harlem 
and received her formal education 
there. In her early teens she met 
Jessel Jerome Berg and they were 
married in Helena on June 20, 
1936. 

They made their home in 
Harlem and began raising their 
family of five. The Berg's moved 
to Chester in 1949 and then to 
Cpnrad in 1962. I'n both 
cOmmunities Jess worked in the 
automobile business, specializing 

-.in Ford products. After their 

retirement they moved to Great 
Falls where they managed the 
Cottonwood Condominiums. In 
1991 the Bergs· moved to 
LeWistown to be near their 
youngest daughter. Jess died in 
1994. Jo remained in LeWistown 
until 1999, then relocated to 
MiSsoula to be close to additional . 

family. Her health began to fall by 
that time, so she moved to the 
assisted living facility there. 

During their years in Chester, 
the Bergs were members of Our 
Savior's Lutheran Church. Jo was 
also a member of the Eastern Siar 
Organization . 
. In addition ' to being a 

homemaker and mother, Jo 
enjoyed crocheting, sewing, and . 
crafts. At the time of Jess' death 
they had been married 58 years. 

Jo's survivors include two 
daughters: Willagene Brandt of 
Missoula, and Jessalin Dilling of 
North Bend, Washington; two sons 
James Bergh of Lo'ngview, 
Washington, and George Berg of 
Gro'sse Point Farms, Michigan; 
One sister Lanor Bordner of 
Missoula; 12 grandchildren; 26 
great-grandchildren; and 
numerous nieces and nephews. 

She was pr99eded in death not 
only by her parents_~nd_~~and, 

but also by a daughter Nancy 
Gifford, two sisters, Loretta 
Holicheck and Lorane Payne, and 
one brother William Granger. It 
was Jo's wishes that be cremated. 
Her ashes will be buried with her 
husband in the Berg family plot at 
the Chester Cemetery. No 
services are planned. 
A.rrange'ments by Rockman 
Funeral Chapel, Chester. 



CYRIL "CY" E. BOSWORTH 

Born: 1923 - Died: November 2" 2002 

Great Falls Tribune 

November 6, 2002 

Cyril E. Bosworth 
HAVRE - Cyril "Cy" E. 

Bosworth, 79, a retired Bureau of 
Reclamation 
employee and 
Army veteran, 
died Saturday at 
a Havre care cen­
ter of natural 
causes. , 

Cremation has 
taken place. 

Bosworth Graveside servic-
es with military 

honors are 10 a.m. Fri­
~ day at Highland Ceme­

tery. Holland and 
Bonine Funeral Home 

is in charge of arrangements. 
Survivors include his wife , 

Albertine E. Bosworth of Havre; a 
brother, Merril Bosworth of 
Havre; a son, Dexter S. Bosworth 
of Havre; and one grandson. 

~ " 



WILLIAM "BILL " BRADY 

Born: November 4, 1923 - Died: FebruarY 14, 2002 

Great Falls Tribune 

February 15, 2002 

---------.------
William 'Bill' Brady 

William "Bill" Brady, 78, a sales­
man for International Harvester 
farm equipment, died Thursday at 
a local hospital of natural causes. 

Visitation will be announced by 
Chapel of Chimes Funeral Home. A 
memorial service will be held at a 

later date. Crema­
tion has taken 
place under the 
direction of 

-Chapel of Chimes 
Funeral Home. 

Survivors in­
clude his "life 
partner," Burnet-

B ad ta Brady; daugh-
r Y . ters Colleen Stew-

art ' of Hopland, 
Calif., Jeanette Adams of Roundup 
and Clara Bancroft of Great Falls; 
sons Michael Brady of Kent, 
Wash., Kevin Brady of Issaquah, 
Wash., John Brady of Spokane, AI 
Brady of Gillette, Wyo., and Mar­
cus Brady of Aliso Viejo, Calif.; sis­
ters Betty Barker of -8t. Charles, 
Mo., and Mary Jacoby of Kansas 
City, Mo.; a brother, Ray Brady of 
Stanford; 16 grandchildren; and 
six great-grandchildren. 

A son, Kenny, died in 1966. 

He was born Nov. 4, 1923, in Jef­
ferson, Mo., and raised in Stanber­
ry, Mo., where he grew up and 
graduated from high school. He 
married Burnetta Barber on Feb. 1, 
1947, in Denton. 

He sold and serviced Internation­
al Harvester equipment for 45 
years in the Golden Triangle area 
and KalispelL Bill wanted to say 
thanks, one last time, to all the 
great customers and friends in the 
best place in the world to live and 
work. 

His interests included Cadillacs, 
country music and sports. 

He was also preceded in death by 
his parents, Thomas and Clara of 
Stanberry, Mo., and by two broth­
ers, Gene and Kenneth of Missouri. -" 



GEORGIANA MARY (SONNEK) BRAIN 

Born: October 27, 1910 - Died: Septel'!'ber 2, 2002 

Liberty County Times 
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ARLEN WILLIAM BROUGH 

Birth: December 24, 1966 - Death: November 14, 2002 

Great Falls Tribune 

November 

Arlen William Brough 
---;;;::--

HAVRE - Havre native Arlen 
W. Brough, 35, an employee of 
Taco Johns, died Thursday,in 

Eureka, Calif. 
His memorial 

service is 11 a,m. 
Friday at St. J~de 
Catholic Church 
in Havre, with 
burial in High­
land Cemetery. 
Cremation has 

Brough taken place; Hol-
land & Bonine 

Funeral Home is handling 
arrangements. 

Survivors include his wife, Eliz­
abeth "Beth" Brough of Havre; a 
son, Jordon Brough of Havre; a 
stepson, Neil Cole of Dodson; his 
mother, RoseAnn Brough of 
Havre; sisters Brenda Brough of 
Helena and Lori Casey of Mis-

I, soula; and brothers Mike Brough 
of Denver and Roger Brough of 
Las Vegas. 

Also surviving are nieces and 
nephews Jillian Brough of Dallas, 
Lindsey Brough and Garrette 
Brough, both of Havre, Taylor 
Brough and Mackenzie Brough, 
both of Denver, and Keegan, 
Brennan and Kaelan Casey, all of 
Missoula. 

19, 2002 

'- Hewas--prece-aed In death by -
his father, Richard William 
Brough in 1998, his maternal 
grandparents, Ben and Ruby 
Anderson, and his paternal 
grandparents, John and Lyda 
Brough. 

Arlen was born Dec. 24, 1966, 
in Havre, to Richard "Dick" and 
RoseAnn (Anderson) Brough. He 
was raised and educated in 
Havre, graduating from Havre 
High School. 

He worked various jobs in the 
Havre: He worked for Champion 
Auto Parts for Ilh years and was 
currently employed at Taco Johns 
in Havre. He married Chrissie 
Christopherson in 1991; they had 
one son, Jordon, and later 
divorced. 

Arlen enjoyed fishing and play­
ing pool. He often spent time in 
the Bear's Paw Mountains with 
his family and friends. He was a 
Minnesota Vikings fan since the 
age of 3 and liked to watch 
wrestling and car racing. Rusty 
Wallace was his favorite race car 
driver. He also liked to attend the 
local demolition derbies in Havre 
at the fair and on festival days. 

Memorials in Arlen's honor 
may be made to his son, Jordon 
Brough, c/o Bear Paw Credit 
Union, 201 Second St., Havre, MT 
59501. 

Cause of death was a self­
inflicted gunshot wound. 



E. IRVIN BROWN 

Birth: August 3, 1921 - Death: December 6, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

SweetGrass Hills rCl!"l?~~K E~" 
, Irvin Brown, 81-, of c~, 1tlash; , 
passed away peaceMl ' " ,';'i-;, , 

December 6, altha!:": 
which he lived, 10ved&!'hchl\l, 
his entire life, ' . ' 

Funeral! services 
day Cit.J1:00 am at 
Commu nity I-'r~·c::.nVT",nl'''n " 

Burial with mlllT::.rv: 

low -in the W/"lItJ~I'''' 

Visitation will 
1 

,funeral Ch~peiili Shelby. FamilY" ' 
\ S'lJ,ggestsmei'na:ri~ls ,:;to ' rhe;: 
Whitlash Community \=ii-eseYfe­
rian Church or the 4-H Founda~ 
tion. " 0' ; 

Irvi.owas born August 3, 1921 
at Great Falls to Eitner Marshal 
Brown and BandiForseth'Brown: 
'H.e ,attended ,Whillasharea 
" sqhOolsand;latergraduatecffroin 
Havr~:H.igl);S¢hpolir:l1 ~3~iTh~rl 
iii 1941 'he 'affencf-ed'MSU,' in 

,E3ozen'ian ,,~f'j~",ye~r ~h~}'e~l;l : 
cOIllRJ~ted ," f(j~ .;:Agri,culty~~s,gQrtl 

cO~;~e~J~J';~ii~i('ih,e : ,'d~ '~rmy 
near' th,~ ' eri4'),pf WW2 where he 
m~h~g~$!r~.Q ,9fti.cer'i? 'fnei?s hall in 

' K.~:ffiii"' ;0rl<:>ctQ~er ?1 ,1948; he 
m~jfi~d Je~,netteT.Q:~,!?be~k ~t 
Shelby. He spe~tt'lhe re~tofhis 
life warRing ttle "rlimch: He was 

2002 

young man .Irvin was involved 
in many community ands,tate or­

:' ganizaWms. 
He~as a' melllb,:er of the 

Whitll'iSh. Comm,J,Jnity'{'Presbyte~ 
riall 0hurch, She.J~¥EI~'s Lodg~i;' 
Marias Hereford af~eders, Swe.~t: 
Grass Hills FamIIY;,pamp" M ,'r, 

tana-Wyoming CutHr\~t Horse , f 

sociation, anQ the M~htanaStdckf' 
Growers ASSQCiatid'ri. . . • . : :,:' 

His hObbies)anQirit~re$ts w~re :: 
being 'invol~ediri i~he4;H; sacldl~ 
clubs, trainfng,. hdi-s,eS./,gil'(in:lllP/ 

i and. Qomp~liqgip '~"v~riet~'i9t 
i horse everit~'aDdte~di ' e:~B~;C 
, ciaUYMQ.~t.anfl§i()ries ais!pry: ." 

" 'ii~~~~~~:r~t,d ' . . ~!~~,~fi: 
, " .. ". ~'X:~'ge~h a ,. d husbanci', 
lNiq~~~ 'ultiofQ9nrad'c;rohiRae ' 
i. and' IlusbandBobl3tafoe of 
~,~ - , " '.,tt"s: 

Chester, and PoHy ,:.EE~a:.an~ hus­
band/Keith Suiiugren· onMiles 
·Cihh and his 'son,Buster Brown 
and wife Helen of Whitlash. Nine 
grapdchildren and his sister, 
Myrtle. Robinson Cunningham of 
Cut Bank also survive Irvin. His 
,parents, 1 brother; 2 Sister,S and 
,a .. g.~cwd.daqghter ,Njcole . Ann 
Schultz died before hiri1~ 



LEWIS FORREST "LEWIE" BURNHAM 

Born: June 9, 1923 - Died: July 1?, 2002 

Lewis Burnham 
Lewis Forrest "Lewie" Bumham 

was born June 9, 1923 at Ada, 
Minnesota. He was one of six 
sons born to Forrest and Alice 
(Denelsbeck) Burnham. Lewie 
received his formal education at 
a country school near Ada. In 
those early years he worked with 
his dad and brothers in" the 
Minnesota woods, where they cut 
and sold firewood. 

Lewie came to Montana af age 
15. He took a job on a sheep 
ranch near Miles City where he 
worked for $l/day. In December 
of 1942 he enlisted in the US 
Army during World War II. Lewis 

attained the rank of Sergeant in 
. the 874111 Bombardment Squadron 
of the 4981h Bombardment Group. 
He served in the Western Pacific 
and Asiatic Pacific Theatres and 
the air offensive with Japan in the 
Eastern Mandates. Following his 
honorable discharge in November 
of 1945, he returned to Canby, 
Minnesota to be near his family. 

Lewie began working in the 
elevator business at Porter, 
Minnesota. He met a college 
student Dorothy J. Foster, who 
hailed from Montana. They were 
married on June 17, 1951 at 
Bethel Church in Joplin, Montana. 
They made their home at Porter, 
where Lewie managed the Eagle 
Roller Mill. 

Liberty County Times 

July 17, 2002 
In 1954 the Burnhams came to 

Joplin to farm with the Foster 
family. They built a home on the 
farm and have lived there since. 
Lewis and his brother-in-law 
Rolph Foster were partners in the 
farming operations for many 
years. When they divided their 
corporation in 1997, Lewie took 
over the farming interests in 
Hingham and continued to remain 
active in the business. 

On this past March 7'h he was 
diagnosed with cancer; he has 
received numerous treatments 
and care since. As a patient at the 
Liberty County Hospital in 
Chester, Lewie died on the 
morning of Friday July 12, 2002. 
He was 79 years old. 

Lewis was a member <,>f the 
VFW Post in Chester and had 
assisted with man y military rites 
and ceremonies over the years. 
He was also a member of a 
special group called the "<Last 
Man's Club," consisting of military 
men from the Canby, MN 
community who enjoyed annual 
reunions every fall. 

Lewie served on the board of 
the Liberty County Conservation 
District for many years. He was 
also an active member of the 
Assembly of God Church in 
Chester. He enjoyed his life as a 
Montana farmer and remained a 
strong conservative in his political 
beliefs. 

In his earlier years, Lewie 
enjoyed hunting, fishing, and 
bowling. He always enjoyed 
playing cards, espe~!ally Pin09hkL. 

and Whist. During his quiet time ' 
at home, he liked to read; he was 
fond of ' W~$.terns; . farm , 

.. pUbliCaiiOn$~"a;:.d ·new.$Papers .. IdE!~ 
loved to attend auction sales, 
mainly for the social aspect. And 
just for the fun of it, he collected 
caps/hats. Lewie also enjoyed 
working in his garden: he raised 
asparagus, squash, raspberries, 
rhubarb, and evergreen trees. 

---One orthe-highlights of his life 
was in August of 1989 when he 
took a "Tiger Cruise" on a naval 
destroyer at Charleston, SC with 
his son mark. 

Survivors include his wife of 51 
years Dorothy of Joplin; son Mark 
Burnham of Norfolk, Virginia'two 
daughters: Susan Peterson and 
husband eruce of St. Paul, 
Minnesota, and Pamela Paulsen 
and husband David of Waterford, 
Wisconsin; one brother FranCis 
Burnham of Canby, Minnesota; 10 
grandchildren: Melissa, Mandy. 
Zachary; Michael, Sarah, 
Timothy, Christopher, Jeremy, 
Angela, and Jonathan; four great­
grandchildren; and numerous 
nephews and nieces. Lewie was 
preceded in death by his parents. 
four brothers: john, Charles, ray 
and Myron. and a son Steven. 

Funer.al services were 
. conducted at 11 :00 am Tuesqay 
July 16~ 2002 at the Chester 
Assembly of god Church by 
Pastor Todd Lanman. Scripture 
readings were by sons-in-law, 
Bruce ' Peterson and David 
Paulsen. . Personal 
remembrances were shared by 
grandson Michael Peterson. 
Harpist' Leslie Mielke provided 
prelude and postlude music. The 
congregation sang "Amazing 
Grace," accompanied by Debbie 

• Lanman. A family ensemble 
performed "The Old Rugged 
Cross" and "No More Night," and 
they were accompanied by Pam 
Paulsen. Pallbearers were 
grandsons Jon, Chris, Jeremy, 
Tim and Michael and friend Curtis 
VandeSandt. Usher was Bob 
Vande Sandt. Graveside services 
fol.lowed at the Joplin Cemetery, 
where military rites were 
c0':l£l.uct~<L..~he._~g_~ 
presented to Dorothy by Lewie's 
grandson Timothy. A luncheon 
was held at Our Savior's Lutheran 
Fellowship hall . in Chester. 
Arrangements by Rockman 
Funeral Chapel. 



LLOYD M. CADY 

Born: June 14, 1937 - Died: April ; .9, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

April 17, 2002 

Lloyd Cady 
Lloyd M. Cady, age 64, passed 

away April 9, 2002 at Kalispell 
Regional Medical Center. 

Lloyd was born June 14, 1937 
in Havre, Montana to Elmer and 
Esther Cady. Lloyd was raised in 
Inverness, Montana where he 
attended high school and 
graduated in 1955. In high school 
Lloyd was an outstanding 
basketball player. 

In 1972 he moved to the 
Flathead Valley. Lloyd loved flying, 
gardening, hunting, and fishing. 

He was preceded in death by his 
parents. Lloyd is survived by his 
sons: Darwyn and Dexter Cady; 
daughters Darcy Sloan, and 
Deena Elliqt; Significant other Kay 
Anderson; sisters: Joyce Sedivy of 
Swan Lake, Francis Whitish of 
Malta, Darla Cook of Piedmont, 
South Dakota, Merla Warden of 
Ulm, and Bonnie Fraser of 
Inverness; one brother Lonnie 
Cady of Inverness; grandchHdren 
Ingrid Cady, Walker Cady, Brook 
Sloan, Britney Sloan, Boe Elliot, 
Chellsey Cady. 

Cremation has taken place, and 
services will be held at a later date. 
Buffalo Hill Funeral Home and 
Crematory caring for the family. 



MONTA A. (WILSON) CAMPBELL 

Born: March 23, 1907 - Died: July ,19, 2002 

Great Falls Tribune 

July 21, 2002 

- ----_._-_.---

Monta A. Campbell 
GILDFORD - Monta A (Wil­

son) Campbell, 95, a longtime Gild­
ford grocer, . died Friday at a Cut . 
Bank care facility of natural caus­
es. 

A memorial service will take 
place at a later date. Cremation has 
taken place. Whitted Funeral 
Chapel of Shelby is in charge of the 
arrangements. 

Survivors include a daughter, 
Ardith Roush of Cut Bank; a son, 
John Campbell of Gildford; a sister, 
Helen Brown of Renton, Wash.; 
four grandchildren; eight ,great­
grandchildren; five stepgrandchil­
dren; 10 stepgreat-grandchildren; 
and 11 stepgreat-great-grandchil­
dren. 

She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Jack Campbell. 

The surviving grandchildren are 
Kay and "her husband Jake Neil, 
Ryan and his wife Robin Roush, . 
Neal and his wife Stacy Roush and 
Glenda and her husband Bryan . 
Armstrong. The great-grandchil- : 
dren are Stephanie Neil, Trav;is 
Neil, Renae RouSh, Kaylie Roush; 
Todd Roush, Anyssa Roush, Madi­
son Armstrong and Sydne Arm- , 
strong. The surviving stepgrand­
childien are Karen and her hus­
band Glen Nepil, Linda and her 
husband Spence Flegel, Kanute 

. - Heen; Erik~ and his-WifeRaMon'-~C 
Heen, and Inger and her husband 
Danny Lemler. Also surviving are a 
son-in-law, Glenn Roush of Cut 
Bank; and a daughter-in-law, Ann 
Campbell of Gildford. 

Monta was born March 23, 1907, 
in Stevensville to David E. and 
Clara Bell (Ellis) Wilson. She re-

. ceived her schooling in Everson 
and Denton. She married Jack 
Campbell in Havre on Nov. 22, 
1927. They farmed in the Denton 
and Fairfield areas before moving 
to Gildford in January of 1941, to 
work in her uncle's store. The cou­
ple moved out ' into the country in 
1946. She worked for Bert Twedt 
Hardware in Gildford for many 
years and also worked at a grocery 
store in Chester. 

In February of 1953, the couple, 
along with their son John, bought 
the grocery store in Gildford. That 
was where she was the happiest; 
behind the counter. 

Her husband Jack passed away 
on Jan. 1, 1969. Monta moved into 
the nursing home in Cut Bank in 
1996. 

She was a member of the Gild­
ford Baptist Church and enjoyed 
crocheting and making quilts. 

She was also preceded in death 
by four brothers and two sisters. 

Memorials are suggested to the 
Gildford Baptist Church or a chari­
ty of the donor's choice. 



Born: 

Ed Carlstad 
Edwin Arne ("Ed") Carlstad was 

born on March 31 , 1930 at 
Columbus, North Dakota. His 
parents were Arne Karlstad and 
Edna Arneson, both of strong 
Norwegian ancestry. Arne died 
before Ed's birth. Two years later 
Edna married Arne's brother, 
Otto, who helped raise the four 
Carlstad children. 

Ed received his formal 
education at Fortuna, North 
Dakota, then began working as a 
farm and construction laborer. He 
joined the National Guard and 
~as called into the regular Army 
In 1951 during the Korean 
Conflict. He served in Austria in 
Company "A" of the 969 1h 

Engineer Construction Battalion 
before receiving his honorable 
discharge in 1953. Ed retumed to 
North Dakota to be with his wife 
Eunice Faldalen, who he married 
in Ambrose on February 161h 

1953. 
The Carlstad's worked in 

construction and excavation, · so 
they traveled to various work sites 
throughout the northwest United 
States. They settled in Chester 
Montana in 1974. Ed worked o~ 
small construction projects 
throughout the Hi-Line in the 
summers and contracted snow 
removal in the winters. In the early 
1990's he started "Ed 's 
Win.dshield Chip Repair," a 
bUSiness he enjoye,d until his 
health failed. 

EDWIN ARNE "ED" CARLST AD 

March 31, 1930 - Died: June: ,23, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

July 3, 2002 
Ed was diagnosed with cancer 

about five years ago. He went 
through the gamut of surgeries 
and treatments. Following a two­
week stay at the Liberty County 
Hospital in Chester he died on 
Sunday evening. (June 23,2002). 

' &hvaS"-72jecirs'-Ofif ', '-",' " :' ~~ 
He was raised in the Lutheran ' 

faith and was active at Our 
Savior'S Lutheran Church in 
Chester. Other memberships 
included the V.F.W. and the Sons 
of Norway, where he served as 
past president and helped build 
the Viking ship used in local 
festival parades. Ed was proud of 
his Norwegian heritage; he 
learned to speak Norwegian and 
was always anxious to help with 
a local lutefisk dinner or related 
event. In 1981 Ed was thrilled by 
a trip to Norway. The Carlstad's 
also_ enjoyed the annual 
"Hostfest" in Minot, North Dakota, ' 
which they attended several 
years, 

Ed had many hobbies. He was 
very mechanical and he loved to 
"tinker" on his equipment, 
especially his old 1960 Buick. He 
enjoyed music, dancing, and 
playing the accordian. During his 
quiet time at home, he loved to 
record music (he has hundreds of 
tapes to confirm this!) He also 
enjoyed reading, especially 
National Geographic. Just for the 
fun of it Ed collected John Deere 
memorabilia . In addition he 
always had an interest in aviation; 
many years ago he took a few 
private flying lessons, but not 
enough to receive a license. 

After he semi-retired in Chester 
Ed volunteered as a grade schooi 
reading assistant for several 
years. He loved kids, animals, his 
friends, and his family. He loved 
to visit with people and always 
exhibited that Montana friendly 
att itud~ (when you met him in his 
car or saw him on the street, you 
could always expect a smile and 
a wave!) . Ed appreciated his 
family always, but especially their 
love and concern these past few 

He is survived by hisw ife o'i49+ 
years, Eunice of Chester; two 
sons, Dale of Chester and Darrell 
(and his fiancee Tracey) of 
Billings ; three daughters and 
spouses, Julane and Carmen 
Jensen, Jeanette and Sandy 
Anderson, ' and Janice and Larry 
Hendrickson, all of Chester; nine 
grandchildren (including David, 
Michael, Carlane, Jason, Doug, 
Christi, Tyrel, Samantha, and 
Tyler); one brother Wallace 
Carlstad (and wife, Evelyn) of 
Williston, NO; one sister Joyce 
Gustafson (and husband, Claude) 
of Kalispell; one sister-in-law, 
Charlene Carlstad of Richey; and 
numerous nephews and nieces, 
Ed was preceded in death by his 
parents, a brother (Kenneth) and 
a nephew (Steve). 

Memorial servICes were 
conducted at 3:00 pm Tuesday 
(July 2"") at Our Savior's Lutheran 
Church by Reverend Peter 
Erickson. Organist, Karen Stack, 
accompanied the congregaHon, 
who sang "Rock' of Ages" and 
"The Old Rugged Cross". 
Vocalist, Sue Violett, performed 
"Green. ,Green Grass of Horne ... 

' 3P.eU~r IiipetfSetectiofi'sincit1ded­
"Saturday NightWaltz" and Life in 
the Finnish Woods." 

- ------'-- - - - _ .. _, .. -- . .. ... ,- -

Ushers were John Englund and 
Arlo Skari. A poetiC reading 
entitled "When Tomorrow Starts 
Without Me," was shared by Gary 
Jensen. The eulogist was Carmen 
Jensen, who also made the 
military flag presentation. Burial of 
ashes followed at the Chester, 
cemetery. A luncheon was held at 
the church , Arrangements by . 
Rockman Fune ral Chapel, 
Chester. 



ERWIN G. "SWEDE" CARLSON 

Born: September 4, 1920 - Died: Febr~ary 8, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

February 20, 2002 

-- - _. ----- '_. 

Erwin 
"Swede" Carlson 

Erwin G. "Swede" Carlson, 81 
years of age and owner of the 
Carlson and Son Machine Shop 
in Hingham, died Friday, February 
8, 2002 at his residence of natural 
causes. 

Erwin was born September 4, 
1920 to Algot and Anna (Halford) 
Carlson at Joplin, MT. He was 
educated in Joplin and graduated 
from Joplin High School in 1939. 
Swede lived his entire life in 
Hingham. On June 20,1948 
Swede married Viola Estella 
Pimley, to this union four boys 
were born. The couple later 
divorced. Swede served in the 
United States Army during World 
War II from 1940-1945. He served 
his " country with the 2075 th 

Trucking Company in the South 
Pacific achieving the rank of Staff 
Sergeant. He retUrned to Hingham 

from active duty in 1945. From 
1945 to 1953, he worked in the 
road and dam construction. In · 
1953 he acquired Rice Motors and 
changed the name to Carlson 
Machine Works. 

Swede enjoyed dancing, 
working and building with metal. 
He enjoyed farming, hunting, 
fishing, and driving the grain truck 
in the summer tor Dennis 
Kannberg. One special lady friend 
that has>been with him for the past : 
5 years is Rose Peters. Swede 
was a member ot the Veterans. of 
Foreign WWS, the Fraternal Order 
of Eagles, and the Elks ClUb. 

Carlson was preceded in death 
by his parents Algot and Anna 
(Hatford) Carlson; three brothers: 
Axel, Melvin and Eric. 

Swede is survived by filS son 
Dwight (Sandy) Carlson of Kalso, 
Washington, Kelly (Julia) Carlson, 
Littleton Colorado, Stuart (Linda) 
Carlson, Libby, and Loren 
(Rhonda) Carlson, Havre, 
Montana; grandchildren: Justin 
Quinn Carlson, Kan Beth Carlson, 
and Collin Raymond Carlson; one 
sister Ruth Minnehan of Bozeman 
MT. 

Funeral services were 9 am 
Thursday February 14, 2002 at the 
Hingham Lutheran Church with 
Pastor Tim Hauge officiating. 
Accompanist was Iris White, 
soloist Terry Stevenson, ushers 
were Gary Brekke and Dennis 
Kannberg, and Burial was at the 
Joplin Cemetery. Pallbearers 
were John Gilead, Alan Sterry, 
Mike Famik, Allen Chinadle, David 
Chinadle .and Robert Rathbun. A 
fellowship reception followed at 
Our Savior's Lutheran Church in 
Hingham. Donations in Swede's 
honor may be made to: 

Disabled American veterans 
Mgpclatlon, 103219\11 St, Havre, 
MT595(}1. 

Services and arrangements are' 
under the directions of the Holland 
and Bonine Funeral Home. 



SISTER MARIElT A CHVILICEK 

Formerly PETRONELA CHVILlCEK 

Birth: August 3, 1912 - Death: August 29, 2002 

From the Santa Maria, California Newspaper 

August 31, 2002 

iSis"r 

stilI Indian 'J'moritl'Jmr't ....., ... lAue­

, stead. She waI!kea1burmiles 
, school;alwayssa,id ' 
House'OnthePralrle"was the 
way she lived; At age 13 She 
went to work at the Sisters Hos­
pital in ~vt"e;MT. In _~ she 
tookhertirst~ rideto enter 
the SistersotSt. Francis in 

' Stelle~:~Y'~.St. . 
Mariettaserved' tlle ooImhunitY . 
asa cook. h~keePerand 
laundreSs in St. Viriceilt's(;)r. 
P~inCOlum'bml. Ohio and 
in eon~ts M;(i'hospitaI$Jh , 
~w Y'orlf, Nebraskii.0hi9. Cal~ 

, ifornia, Ww;hingtcmandMon· 

~~~VEidinsarita 
MarlaeIe\ieri 1.ms8g0. , " 

Sister Marietta is survived by 
het sister in law. LavoM'Chvil· 
icek,ofHaVl'e.MT.;many 
ni~a:rtd:nepb:eWs.gtand 
nieces 8rulnepllews ~gteat" 
grandnieces and neplieWs:a1ld 

_ the:SiSters of St. Francis and 
' friendS.' 

~ii:atjonofthe ijol'J.\~ 
will 00 7;OOp.m; Tu¥daYi 8eP. 

==:it!!t~~ah ,-
Christian~~hyillbe 1t:oo 
a.tl'LW~' ~ber4, 
~'~HlteMarUili, J{es!aence 
Cl#tJ;Jel,c ~SO.:cQu~]))1'iVe. 
santaMaria; lhte~t WiJIfol. 
lowittt:M~fa~ ~e-
will : j '~~wamHilt°:F'M. 
~lUlgem.-~iIlthecare 

ofMa'giler -Malon~yiFlmeral -
Un,..."o· 



GLADYS "PAT" OPAL CRITES 

Born: January 1 7, 1909 - Died: MarGh 23, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

March 27, 2002 

Gladys Crites 
Gladys "Pat" Opal Crites, 93 

years of age and retired farm wife, 
died Saturday March 23, 2002 of 
natural causes at a Havre care 
center. Funeral service is 2:00 pm 
Thursday March 28, 2002 at the 
Calvary Baptist Church with pastor 
Mel Gemmill officiating. Burial to 
follow at the church. Memorials in 
Pat's honor may be made to a 
person's choice. Services and 
arrangements are under the 
direction of the Holland and 
Bonine Funeral Home. 

Pat was born January 17, 1909 
to Floyd H. and Minnie C. (Aker) 
Light at Pendleton, Oregon .. Her 
family moved to Polson, Montana 
when Pat was six weeks old. In 
1912, the family moved to south 
of ,Gildford, where they farmed. 
Attended "Pride of the Prairie" 
Grade School and graduated form 
Hingham High School. 

October 1, 1928 she married 
HOllis Crites. After the marriage, 
the couple moved to the Gildford 
area. To this marriage , four 
daughters were born. They are: 
Gladys, Lyndal, Karen, and Aria . 

. ~ Hollis d ied in 1942. On 
September 29, 1945 she married 

- --------
Will iam "Bill" Crites. The couple 
lived and farmed north of Gildford. 
To this union, one son was born, 
Russell Crites. Bill died in 1989. 

Pat's hobbies included doing 
fancywork, reading, studying the 
Bible, and history. Her favorite 
place to be was at home, spending 
time wilh her children, 
grandchildren, and great­
grandchildren. 

SurVivors include: Daughters­
Gladys Thackery of Havre; Lyndal 
Mauldin of Brooksville, Floriqa; 
Karen Dolphay of Belt, and Aria 
Beene of EI Centro, California; on 
son Russell Crites of Gildford; 23 
grandchildren, 34 great­
grandchildren, and five great­
great-grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death by 
her parents, husband Hoilis Crites, 
husband William Crites, one infant 
daughter, on set of twin boys, two 
sisters, one brother, and one 
grandson. 



RUTH (STOTT) McGEE DAVIS ' 
, 

Birth: December 26, 1913 - Death: November 22, 2002 

Ruth Davi's 
. R~{h(~tQttL~,GGee P~vis 'was; 

born at East~8lJtte, Montana on 
December 26, 1913. Shewasth!3 . 
youngest of eight chilqrenborn to 

Lester, I>:lIen stbtt and Nettie AHdie;.i ; 
AlVord. Because of the severe ' 
winters on the Butte, thE(StottS 
moved to Whitlash where Lester 
built a big, two-story building. This 
structure served as their living 
quarte} s, a blacksmi th .shop, 
grocery and mercant~te , s~or~, 

, Post Office, and customs, office In 

the years that followed. '." 
Ruth r.eceived her~~f;I:~ , 

schooling at the Sunny,~f£l:~,. 
",S;chool near Whitlash. ~Ile 
'; attended, Chester High School , 
dutin~ her freshmarf year. The " 
Stotts moved to qhattar.oy, 
Washington in 1928 ' so Ruth 

, finished .,h~fformalE!C!l)9a,tion 
there: She ' rri~t hedir~! husband 

. Harold H. Mc.8ee/ ?l)c;iJpey were 
married. on M~t2."' ·:Jt~ 1930 at . 
Spokane. The McG'ge~ t!~Q;thFee , 

d~l.Jghter,\betore their marriage, 
e'nded',inidivorce' in 19'3.8. ' 

'RJih's second husBand was 
Charles p,.. Davis, ' whom sne 
married oh February 21, 1939 at 
Spokane. The product of this ­
union was four children, two boys,~ ; 
and two girls. The Davis'lived.and 
worked in the Spokane 
community during ~heir early 
married life. Sadly, ' 8uth's two 
eldest McGee daughters. died 
within hours of each othe,r from 
DiR!1theria in 1944. ' 

Liberty County Times 

November 27, 2002 
:~Llth 'and ' Cfi'arles traV;f!led 

';thr~~ghout Washingtori~',ldatJ0:;i 
.Oregon, Arizona, and Nevada 

\ll~'6~:;je;;ai!d~~ ,~~~~~~ 
' ar:}a¥a~~~hter' J;.velynwe,re livih!;} . 
aCCh';.iftaraynear " ~er .oldest 
daug~ter~'S '~farilily (i,h~ Delongs). 
In ':1:999' they moveq .back to 

. -t';:-- t . _,_,' .-. _ - ' - ". ' ---" 

. Whitlash (6 be Wim hElr sister 
Louisli'''Anderso~~arid live ir:ith~ , 
j\'b'~se wnere she grew up. Since 
then, sister Louisa passed away, 
and a second daughter Fay joineq 

~them 'at Whitlash. ' 
Ruth 's health had failed. this 

past year, still she was happy to 
remain at home: Shewasrec~tly 
admitted to the .Liberty County 
Hospital in Ghesf~~, ~Whe!e?he ', 
died on the eJLe.l!i. · ·; ~off,.7r i q:,~y, 
November,22 " , ~, lIth was 88 
yearsgI9;'" ~ ;·m.~}nber of 
the ' "W ··."r'.~~o'li1md ni!y 
,p.resbyte'(J~)i . Churt h: She 
ehjoyed many hobbies over the 
years. In her younger days she 
liked to hunt and was proud of the 
fa~tthat she bagged a 6~point elk 
one,season. 'Ruth enjoyed fishing, 
tooia~d shared many fun fishing 
tale.~ithrol)gh the yea/ so Her 
crocheting P.~09)jctghav~, ~~P9me 
p(e~iouSf<lJ11'ifY:tr~.asuri*,;~g!her ' 
interest included reading (mainly 
novels), crossword .puzzles, 
playing Cards especially Cribbage 
and Solitaire, -and 'Ssrabble :' 
D.uringtheiryears~in Arizona and 
Nevada the,oMfs'.ItlVed to crui~e ' 
the terr~in Q'nittieff dune buggy in 
search ,()~ :coilectible mineral 
rocks. No. matter where tI)ey'!iy~d, 
Ruttt,alw~ys tbok;p~i,Q,eiii:h~r:9~ar 
~nd garden. ,In addition she was 
an 'awesome cook -heT family will 

'~Iways ~remember ~~!~elicii9us 
horrremade . Q r:e,ad~: ,and her 
speciai 'animal' pancakes. Ruth 
was also an amateur pianist w,tto 
preferred to piay , priva~f3,ly. ~~.e 
also wrote several wonderful 
children!s , stories, , but never 
pursued"publishingth~ni\~. " . 

Generally, an unassuming and 
private person, Ruth did enjoy 

people. Her greates~ love i~ life 
was her family. She will be mlss~d 
by them. ' . , 

Of interest, Ruth , IS a 
descendant'of AIE!xa:l'lder' Alvord, 
who came to American in the 
16205, and WiJliam .Brewster of 
the "Mayflower." ' 

She is sUrViVed' by two sons: 
Lee Davis and wife Kaye of 
Sheiby, and Edwinpavis and wife 
Cindy of H!'!lfWitYt Oregpn; three 
daughters:) Barbara Delong, and 
husband Bill of Chattaroy, 
Wa~hirigfon;; Fay Clark 6f 
Whitlash, a~dEvelyn Qavis of 
Whitlasbl15 ~ grandchildren: 
Corey, Kyle,Toitya~ ~terri9, :Ad~y, 
Nathan, Lydia;,Bbaz; Seeley, Cliff, 
Norman, Ci:luck; Anton, Dorinda, 
and Jennifer,;, and hUITl,erous 
gFeat-grandchildren, nephews, 
amdnieces: ' 

Ruth wasprec~d~.g in death:,by 
herparentsUlndt~U:~band! ~wo 
daughters Ether Mae 'and Ruth 
ll.Jcille, an~ \ ,~:~y;~n , si!:>!.ings 
including Ray St6tt/ Ellen McGee, 
Louisa AnderS9!1" al1d four 
Sibli~gs,in: their~pl;lt~.,.; , 

Funeral services were 
conducled.: af1f:OQ Tuesday 
Noveh,ber 26; 2002 . at the 
Whitlash "' Community 
Presbyterian Church by Pastor 
John Maalta. BiJth'sson Lee 
shared ,the Eulogy. , The, 
congregation sang "In ·the 
Garden," and' "VVhenthe'Hole Is 
Cal/ed Up YondeKo/"Pianist was 
Ruth Maatta. pa.llbear'erswere 
Lee and Corey Davis; Doug 
Demarest, wan:'Stratton; Hob 
Thompson, and).Ji'bari '~~!tgen. 
HonorarY 'bearer!;' were' ~I1'lyde 
Demarest, Jim·Fritzsche. ll1p her 
loving' gra':ldch,il~ren. , F~,!1;Ul\~,)'Wi,n g 
burial at theWhlH~sh C~l;tery, 
a luncheon was held a;! the 

, , '.J 
chyrch. , ' j,; , 

Arrangements bX Roc~man 
Funeral " Chapel, ) Ch'es'ter. 
Memorials will ' ~egiven ~o the 
Liberty. County'Hospital9r dbQ'or's 
choiqe. ,.' , ' 



CRAIG S. DEYOUNG 

Born: December 10, 1954 - Died= July 19, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

July 31, 2002 

Craig DeYoung 
Craig S. DeYoung, age 47 of 

Idaho Falls, Idaho. died Friday July 
19.2002 after a three-year battle 
with kidney cancer. 

Craig was born December 10. 
1954 in Kalispell to Gordon 
Samuel and Iva (Gem) DeYoung. 
He attended schools in !<arlSpell 
and Missoula. 

On June 18, 1977 he married 
Dii:me McClafferty in Butte. To 
them two wonderful sons were 
born: Christopher Samuel and 
Matthew Joseph. Craig and Diane 
were later divorced. On October 
29. 1984 he married Joan 
DesRosier in Butte. 

Craig had a lifelong career in the 
drilling industry. He leamed to drill 
with his father as a small boy and 
had many fond memories of 

I, spending time with his dad on the 
rigs. No trip through the Flathead 
Valley was complete without Craig 
pointing out water weDs his dad 
had drilled. 

Early in his career he worked at 
Uberty Drilling with his very good 
friend and mentor. Gene Munson. 
In 1990, l1e purchased Andrew 
Well Drilling in Idaho Falls with his 
friend and partner Craig Stanley. 

Horse racing with his longtime · 
friend and trainer Bill Beamer, was 
another life passion. 

Other interests included 
snowmobjling; cars and model 
railroading, but most of all, time 
spentwith his boys Chris and Matt. 

He is survived by his wife Joan; 
his sons: Chris of New York and 
Matt of California; his sister 
Junellen (Stacey) Winchester and 

her children Lauriellen and 
Michael of California; his wife's 
parents Jim and Joy DesRosier of 
Butte; wife's sisters and brother 
and th9lr family; and cousins Albert 
Hanson of Chester, Beth Jen~n 
of Kalispell. Beverly Bergh of 
Longview. Washington, and 
Wanda Keith of Chester. 

Rosary was at 7:00 pm Tuesday 
~uly 23, 2002 at Buck-MiHer-Hann 
Funeral Home followed by 
visitatiQn with the family at 7:30. 
Funeral Mass was at 9:30 am 
Wednesday July 24 at Christ the 
King Catholic church. The 
celebrant was Craig's special 
friend Father Marcellus 
Fernandez. Burial was at the 
Conrad Cemetery in KalispeH. 

In lieu of flowers, the family 
suggests donations to the 
Immunotherapy Program, c/o st. 
luke's Medical Center, 2900 W. 
Oklahoma. Milwaukee, WI 53215. 

c 



EARL NEIL DONOVEN 

Born: November 2, 1941 - Died: January 13, 2002 

Great Falls Tribune 

January 16, 2002 

- - .- --.- ---
Earl Neil Donoven 

HAVRE - Longtime Kremlin 
area farmer, Earl Neil Donoven 60 
died Sunday at his Havre hom~ of 
cancer. 

Viewing begins at 11 a.m. today 
at Holland & Bonine Funeral 
Chapel. His funeral is 10 a.m. 

Thursday at First 
Lutheran Church 
in . Havre, with 
burial in High­
land Cemetery. A 
reception will fol­
low at the church. 

Surviving are 
his wife, Jackie, 

Donoven of the family 
home; sons Jerry 

Donoven of Havre, Greg Donoven 
and David Roque of Oakland 
Calif., aJ:?.d Dean Donoven of Krem~ 
lin; daughter Stacey Stenseth of 
Spokane; brothers Keith Donoven 
of Kremlin and Lyle Donoven of 
Lander, Wyo.; and five grandchil­
dren. 

Also surviving are daughters-in­
law Janine Donoven of Havre and 
pana Do?oven of Kremlin; a son­
m-Iaw, Rich Stenseth of Spokane; 
aunts Frances Knutson and Lola 
Holst of Havre; and several nieces 

. and nephews. His grandchildren 
are Haily and Chelsea Donoven of 

Havre;-Joidy DonovenoCKreiri1ffi ­
and Cole and Morgan Stenseth of 
Spokane. 

Earl Neil Donoven died at his 
home Saturday, surrounded by his 
wife and children, after a long bat­
tle with cancer. 

He was born Nov. 2, 1941, to J. 
Lloyd and Irene (Knutson) 
Donoven in Havre. He grew up and 
attended school in Kremlin. After 
high school graduation he attended 
Northern Montana College for two 
years. . 

On Nov. 12, 1960, he married 
Jackie E. Bullman at St. Jude's 
Catholic Church in Havre. To this 
union four children were born. 

Earl farmed in the Kremlin area 
until his retirement in 1997. He and 
Jackie owned and operated the 
Short Stop convenience store from 
May 1993 until July 1995, They 
moved to Havre in 1997. 

Earl enjoyed visiting with friends 
and playing cards. He also collect­
ed Coca-Cola and John Deere 
memorabilia. 

Earl was preceded in death by 
his parents. 

Memorials are suggested to Re­
lay for Life, c/o Harvey Brock, P.O. 
Box 431, Havre, MT 59501; or the 
donor's choice. 



GLEN ALLEN ELLING 

Birth: December 17, 1957 - Death: November 9, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

Glen Elling 
Glen Allen Elling was born at 

Havre, Montana on December 17, 
1957. He was the only son and 
eldest of three children born to 
Fredrick Elling and Elva Johnson. 
He grew up at Rudyard and 
received his·4ormal education 
there, graduating from Rudyard 
High School in 1976. During his 
high school years Glen was active 
in wrestling, football, and music 
(he played trumpet in the band). 
He continued his education at 
Missoula Va-Tech where he 
studied heavy equipment 
operation. 

. During the next few years Glen 
operated a scraper in Jefferie City, 
Wyoming and worked in the oil 
fields at Cut Bank and No~thern 
Montana. He returned to Rudyard 
to work at the Farmer 's Union 
where he handled the bulk fuel 
delivery. Glen eventually began . 
working on the family farm South 

November 13, 2002 
of Rudyard. -During the wmter 

,',' ths he worked on local 
~truction projects and 

opefated a windshield 
replacement business with his 
cousiriLane Rigg. . 

This past Friday evening Glen 
was visiting friends in the Chester 
community. He was apparently 
heading home just after Midnight 
November 9th when he lost control 
of his pick-up at the intersection 
of Montana Highway #223 and 
US Highway #2. His truck crashed 
into a railroad embankment and 
he sustained critical injuries. Glen 
died at age 44. 

Glen was baptized and 
confirmed at the old St. John's 
Lutheran Church in Rudyard. In 
his adult years he was a member 
of Our Savior's Luthertm.Church 
of Rudyard , He was also a 
member of' the Farmer's Union, 
where he had served as a Director 
on the Board . 

Glen was a people person. He 
participated in the Hi-Line Bowling 
and Softball leagues for many 
years. He was a sports fan of the 
NFL and enjoyed trap-shooting. 
Because of his large scope of 
friends, Glen attended and 
participated in many weddings 
over the years. During hiS private 
time at home he enjoyed 
television , good movies, and 
music of the 70s. . 

Glen loved farming. He wanted 
, to drive truck at age 7 and did 
, drive combine at age 11 . He w"s 
, a fussy farmer who prided himsei'f 
, in keeping his furrows straight ahd 

true. He also enjoyed keeping an 
immaculate yard for his 11)0ther. 

~ A9-~~at cook, Glen always helped 
in the kitchen at family dinners. 
He loved his sisters dearly and 

• ~always looked forward to those 
quality times with them and tneir 
children. 

Survivors include his parents 
Fred anM Elva Elling of Rudyard ; 
two sisters and spouses: Paula 
and john Kratochvil of Billings, 
and Traci and Mark Waugh of 
Kalispell; . four nephew and 
nieces: Michael and Cole 
Kratochvil, arid Linsey and Levi 
Waugh; his maternal 
grandmother Dorma Hadford of 
Chester; and numerous uncles, 
aunts, and cousins. . 

Glen was preceded in death by 
his maternal grandfather Paul 
Johnson, and his paternal 

\ grandparents Fred and Estella 
iElling. 

Memorial services were held 
11 :00 am Tuesday November 12, 
2002 at Our Savior's Lutheran 
Church in Rudyard. Services 
were conducted by Pastor Tim 
Singleton, and special readings 
were shared by old friend Pete 
Wendland . Stanleigh Barbie 
served as organist and the 
congregation sang "Just a Closer 
Walk With Thee. n Glen's aunt 
Candy Johnson performed "The 
Wind Beneath My Wings. n Ushers 
were Bill Strissel, Calvin Tollefson, 
and Phillip Wendland. Honorary 
bearers were "All of Glen's many 
friends." 

Following graveside services 
and burial of ashes at the 
Rudyard Cemetery, a luncheon 
was 'held at the church. 
Arrangements by Rockman 
Funeral Chapel, Chester. 



VICTOR ROY ''VIC'' ELLIOTT 

Birth: November 3, 1 91 9 - Death: December: , 4, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

Vic. Elliott 
Victor Roy "Vic~ Elliottwas born 

at Fort Benton, Montana on 
November 3, 1919. He was one 
of six children born to Allen and 
Theresa (Haakensen) Elliott. 
While growing up in Fort Benton, 
Vic worked as a stock/delivery 

' boy at the Pioneer Mercanti~e. ~e 
i, received his formal educatIon In 
. Fort Benton and played football 

during his high school years; He 
. graduated from Fort Benton high 

Scnool in 1938. 
Vic erilistedin the US Coast 

Gu~rd on September 16, 1939 at · 
Seattle, Washington. He attained 
the 'rank of Boatswain'S Mate 1St 

;Class·'and Served during. World 
War lion tW0ships: USS Spencer 
ancfthe USS Wa.k~field. Vic was 
hOl)orablydiSQharged on October 
2, 1945 ' at Boston, Ma$.sachu­
seUs; then he returned to 
Montana. ''''' 
. Vic began working as the 
second man at the Montana 
Elevator Company in Fort Benton, 
a job he held for 10-1/2 years. In 
1956 he took the manager's job 
at the Anderson-Brown Grain 
Company Elevator in Tiber, 
Montana. Vic worked in Tiber until 
1980. Anderson-Brown became 
Cargill, Inc. in 1972. Vic finished 

. his career at the Cargill Elevator 
in Inverness from H)80-1984, 
then he retired.'Vic had begun 
living in Chester in 1973, and 
continued to make his home here 
during his retirement years. 

His health remained relatively 
good over the years, although he 
did have diabetes. Vic was 
reoelltly admitted to the Liberty 
County HOi;pital in Chester where 
he diecj ; on the afternoon of 
Wedne§day 'oecember 4, 2002. 
He was 83 years old. 

December 11, 2002 
~-;as ~-I-if~-m-;~be;:;i-the-- ~of;-;P=-o-rt"'la:-Cn:-:Jd', Q""'regol1; one brother-
Fort Benton VFW. He was proud in-law Bruce Anderson of St. Paul, 
to have served in the Coast Minnesota; and numerous nieces 
Guard, which he affectionately and nephews. Vic was preceded 
referred to as the "Hooligan in death by.his parents and one 

sister Myrtle'Anderson. Navy." ; . 
Vic aspired to be a coach In hl('! Funeral services were 

, t conducted at 11 :00 am Saturday 
younger years, so i~ s no • December 7,2002 at the Chester 
surprising that he remained an United Methodist Church by 
avid sports enthusiast. He was 

f . I Pastor Waveland King. Karen especially ,fond of pro esslona 
baseball and football,andalso Stack played the or.g~n, and 
enjoyed watching pro bowling Wayne Wardell sang "Rock of 
tournaments. Vic described Ages," and "Inthe Garden." Steve 
himself as a 'TV Junkie.' He Brown served as usher. 
enjoyed A&E, Discovery, and Pallbearers included Tim 
related channels. During his quiet Campbell, Chet Eveland, Wally 
time at home he loved to read; his Morger, Bill Morkrid, John 
favorites were National 680- Englund. and Tyrone Rockman. 
graphic, Newsweek, Reader's .Honor;ary. bearers were Bill 

- Digest, and the local newspapers. ', Hochb~rger, Armand Anderson, 
Vic alSo enjoyed playing 8,901, Cliff Krejci, Jerry Hendrickson, 
chess, and cards, especla,lly Glen Peterson, Dalton Dahlke, 
Rummy and pinochle. Tom Wood, Wilbur.Eveland, and 

When he was able, he used to Swede Jacot:ison. 
walk along the railroad tracks for A , luncheon followed at the 
the exercise, fresh an·, and church. Graveside Services were 
scenery. In recent years, Vic 2:00 pm Saturday at the Riverside 
enjoyed the solitude of sittinQ in Cemetery in Fort Benton. The Fort 
his car on a nice day, readingthe Benton VFW Military Squad 
newspaper, and watching the provided veterans burial rites. 
trains . go by_ Although he Arrangements by Rockman 
g'&Qerally kaPUo himself, Vic did Funeral Chapel, Chester. 
enldyvisiting with people; h.e had Memorials will be given to the 
made many good friends In the Diabetes ASSOCiation, the 
Chester, Joplin, and Inverness Muscular Dystrophy Fund, the Hi-
communities, and he keptintouch Line Health Foundation, or 
with folks in Fort Benton. When donor's choice. 
Vic traveled, it generally was to It w.as, Vic's wishes that h.is 
family gptherings, area Fairs, or military flag be given to the 

. Coast GLard reunions. Chester Lions Club for their use 
Vic never married. His survivors at the Lions Park. He appreciated 

include two brothers: John Elliott all of their good deeds in the 
(and wife Margaret Lease) of community. 
Belmont, California, and Walter 
Elliott (and wife Phyllis 
Daughters} of Lewist9~n, 
Montana; two sisters: Alice Treat 
of Billings, and Eva Carstensen 



MARGARET ALICE ''MARGIE'' (SCHAFER):ENGSTROM 

Birth: May 2, 1922 - Death: December 3, 2002 

Margie Engstrom 
Margaret Alice "Margie" 

Engs~rpmwas born on May 2, 
, 922-at Seattle, Washington. She 
was the eldest of two daughters 
born"tO,Willi'am H. Schafer-and 
Ma&).~ '. wh'o ranchedln 
the:;' . Hills near 

. - Margie grew 
. her 
at country 

finished . her 
~Gt1lestler, graduating 

High School in 
few years that 

worked as a clerk 
& Recorder's Office 

Courthouse. 
of World War 

"---.. ... n\",,,'" to Seattle to 
. ' . a secretary for the 

~}~n'''~lnt.;nrlAnt of the Shipyards. 
the war ended, she took an 
job at Davies Chevrolet. It 

vias-there that she met her 
!iusband-t07pe," Norman W. 

. E~~strom. Tt),~ywere married in 
WJiltlas~ on September 14, 1951. 

. Th~y;tm~,de their home in the 
S6attle!'7and -Bellevue com-

: muniirEls;:,where Margie worked 
CliligentiY":81> a homemaker a,nd 
mother. When Norman retired in 
1984, they moved to Whidbey 
Island, Washington and have 
lived there since. 
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University of washington 
Huskies. Margie also enjoyed 
walching the Seattle Mariners. 
But her greatest love-Q.f all was 
her family, to whom she ~as_ a 
dedicated mother and a loyal 
friend. , 

,--. Margie was fortunate to have 
. good health over the years. She 

Survivors include her husband 
Norman Engstrom of whidbey 
Island; two daughters: Eleanor i 

Engstrom of Modesto, California,\ : 
and Carrie Engstrom of 0 : 

Sammamish, Washington; one 
son Mark Engstrom'. and wife 
Kathy of Whitlash; five 
grandchildren Including: Zeb, 
Katy, Kim, Yvonne, and Michael; 
her sister Lois Brauer of 
Sammamish, Washington; and 
several nieces and nephews. 

Margie was preceded In death 
by her parents and her brother­
in-law Robert Brauer. 

Funeral services were 
conducted at 11 :00 am Monday 

. December 9, 2002 at Our Savior's 
Luthe(an . Church in Chester, 
Montana. Pastor -Peter Erickson 
officiated. Karen Stack served as 
,organiSt. VOcalist Marcus Jochim 
performed u~eage in the Valley." 
The congregatior) sang "0 Holy 
Night." A vocal- duet by Katy 
Engstrom and Bryan Oswood was 
"What Child Is This?" Ushers were 
Charley and Jackie Frey . 
Pallbearers included Zeb 
Engstrom, Dennis Iverson, Steve 
Weinert, Pete Woods, Buster, 
Brown, and Albert Hanson .. 

Margie's friends and family and 
all the football players who raided 
her refrigerator after practice, 
were listed as memorial bElarers. 
A -luncheon followed at the 
Fellowship Hall. \ 

Graveside services were 2:00 
pm Monday at the Whitlash 
Cemetery. Arrangements by' 
Rockman Funeral Chapel, 
Chester. Memorials will be given 
to the Whitlash Community 
Presbyterian Church. 

receqtly developed pneumonia 
and W'as admitted to the Whidbey 
General Hospital, where she died 
from complications on the 
evenil)g of Tuesday December 3, 
2oo2.$he""as 80 years old; 

Margie 'was a lifelong Lutheran. 
She loved ~her role as a 
homemaker and strived, to make 
he',bome.a·happYlwarrn,pl~ce~ " 
fOr'i':"Fcirmrr'-al'icF"!'t~~~ 
enjoyed cooking, baklngicanning, ' 
sewing,'and reading. She lo~ed 
.antiques and she collected owls 
:and salt &. p~ppershakers. 

,Alw,aysan_early riser, Margie 
loved hermorningSOlitlJde as she 
watched thet:llJ:sy'shippi~g lanes 
from her home afWhldbey Island . 
She also\loved the beautiful 

'sunsets. 
The Engstroms were sociable 

people. They enjoyed bowling, 
fishing, camping, and traveling. 
They made many memorable 
trips during .their 51 years 
together. In addition they were 
devoted football fans of the 

\ 

\ 

\ 



HELEN MARIE (BROWN) FIELD 

Born: 1918 - Died: October 2, .2002 

Great Falls Tribune 

October 4, 2002 

Helen Marie Field 
HAVRE - Helen Marie (Brown) 

Field, 84, a retired dry goods man­
ager, died of natural causes 

Wednesday at a 
Havre hospital. 

Her funeral is 2 
p.m. Monday at 
the First Presby­
terian Church, 
with burial in 
Highland Ceme­
tery. Following 

Field the burial, there 
will be a fellow­

ship in the church. 
Survivors include sons Dwayne 

Field of Camarillo, Calif. , and 
Ronald Field of Denver; daughters 
Phyllis Hurley of Great Falls and 
Linda Keeler of Havre; a sister, 
Mary White of Hingham; four 
grandchildren and five great­
grandchildren. 

Her husband, Phillip Field, died 
March 3, 2002. 



ALVINA MYHRERE (LARSEN) FLAGE 
Born: May 4, 1917 - Died: December:27, 2002 

Liberty County Times 
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'; ~vinaworked as a cimln-

AlVina' 'PJ~gEt· " 
Alvina,MyhreneFlage, age 85, 

~ong time 6alata·tarmwife, ·died , 
Friday.; December' 27 ,2002due 
toinjur.ies , received in a,lone­
vehlqle:accidenli east·ot 'Devon: , 
Funeral services:w:ere 11 :00 AM ' 
Friday Dec. : 10th .at theiGalata 
LuthEjranChurch. Visitation was 
Thursday from 5:00-9:00 PM at 
the Whitted :F,.,uneral,,,,Ghap,el; , 

" Sflelby,i M6rifa~a: "" .' ,. "; '" . 
A. AMna was bOrn May 4, 19-17 
to ,,;Joseph ' M " and • Lovisa 
(HattebEitg) ,Larsenattheir farm 

. northeast: -of ' Galata.tS,he 
' attendecl'MinefVa;Tieland i~alata ' 

.. schools,' 'graduating from6alata · 
High SchooL'Sheattended Pacific:, 
I-uti:leran ,College ' {awone . year. 

" Alvina married:Grant.~lage,afJtHe· " <;, . . 
Galata'Lu1heranChU~(ji1 Ma,rch · 
23. 1944. Grant andAlvina spent 
th'eil': married, ·life · faTming··;j:fnd:·· 
ranching in the Galataarea. '-· 

· various cQunty offices in Toole 
· County' and also wbrked as a 
· postalclerk, receivingher.'40,:year . 

~:,'l, ~ • .<,.;;,"' ..•.. ;of Sfiefby ~Aiet ,'sistefS';: 
JoYci!,eye ofShelbyca:nc:ilI:too Ah,,,, , 

·;'ah'o . ;husl;>andi\MHesi Bur<t·r,of 
Galata; and her sister-in-law, 
Frances Smit~ 9j i@~lata survive " 

>'~I~n~l: ·S~Ye.rteerii)pieqce's, .. ~l\1tf '; 
~~~h:~~~;,,;2&;\gf;~~!~hieG~j:~)~nd;:i 
nephews, and seven great-great­
niec;:esa.ond nephews.also survive 

. }herl .: .:.$: . < . '.~;-,~,;\ '. 
"".;:- i he f~l:nily su;~~~sts. iJ.f~fn~ri~ls 
;;Jo' Pacific Lutheran Urii'versity, 
, 1010 122nd Street~(). Tacoma; 
/"jA.~,,9. 8447. ., ,,' •. :;; "', :: , 

~. j .; "0 .~. ..:, .~~: 



HAZEL (ANDERSON) MELDRUM FREELAND 
Born: July 22, 1 91 2 - Died: December-30, 2002 

Liberty County Times 
January 8, 2003 

----.-~--~--.-. -.. -- -
Hazel Fr,eeland 

. ." .. " .'i. 

Ha~el Meldrulll. Freela~d, .~g~ , 
90 ' went hoifieto be withth~ l(lid . 
on;; Monda'YOeC~fft~r 3b,~ 2Q<),2 
at ilm'Manuel lOfh-6ra'r\)}()m:e 
wher:E(~tie ·re~Jd~~: .~lh<if~pf!! , 
2001. Hazel was' oorn .J!jly · ~g." 
1912 in J6piiw"M6rita-~'ii f9§!h\q~ , 
and Ida (ailden) . p,.flq~rs.oI'l.: Her 
parents wer~ farin.ars' , ~t;ld _ 
homesteaders. '. , .. 
H~el was the oldestsibling'd.f . 

four childr~n':She graBUftted 1r9,n '. 
Jo ; liri Hi . tisciibbfln 1 ~34 ~h~ ' P .9 . .... ".'-.' . . . ','_ 
married William' 'BUr Meldrum,Jr. 
They moved to Someh~, MOrit~na 
in 1942, They had four childrel1. 
Bill pass~ away in'Septemberdf, 
1975. 

In 1982 Hazel married James 
"J,C." Fre~land. ~~e!~9J<Ilown 
his ramilyand had wo'rked for his 
motherin"a restaurant. in..Joplin 
while going to high sctlool. BOth 
H~£WatiaJ.c: ertjoyedtraveling; 
They lived as ' "snowbirds" in 

~~~~h(;l .~,~r,t£!io,l1, ~n~\,~,~~a,~ 
An~ona dunQg ; the?Yllnt~~. ;J.o.; 

:,.p~~9d awa"yirfJlinua~ ()f 2000. 
Haze\loved to re,!!ld and SE.!\f' 

'. 'I :.L. ..".... 'ht, · t.entet:.t ... 'iKSh. e.' llntl .•• er ~y~lg _pre . .,. , c .. 

,b'efdngecLto 's"!Sridge'-iclilb tor 
many years, She also helped 
makf) :ma,'ny guilt~ }~ith 9Qu~cb 
fiienas;f6('milskMp(bj~. f,J~ej 
enjoyadall music: espeC'ially 
Country and Westerrh·she'was' it 

. member'ofEldsvdldl.:.utheran 
Church in Somers, , 

She is preceaea1n death"'oy ner­
' parents; ' both .husbands, one 
sistere, and,onebrother; 

HEttel is ' sorvived : b¥ .:two 
" daughters: Marilyn ~Nelsonrand 
husbarKf,NbrmanQU<'8Iispell, and 
,Elaine SloananahusbandChar;\ie· 
:of jefferson, 6regon;~osons:.", 
. Lloyd Meldrum and wife Marcella 
of Beav.e~Qn,Oregon, anci;KennY' 

.' Meldrurrinof,Anch()rage,Alas~a; · 
·thr-ee :,step~chi\dren :B.arbara, 
:Hansen,.;BeverIY Nagel ; -and 
Connie Freeland, . all of 
'Wa,sbington state;, ;· 12 
grandchildren; l4.- . gr,~at­
graridchild~~n~\. andlw_o gre~h 
great~grandchildren;oneb(pth~r 
RichardAnderson ofGh~ster;'iM;r. 
, Visitati6n for 1;t~.eh}ya,s .· !"Ield 
Thursday. J~r:lua(;y ·2'; .. 2P()~;;:iit 
Johnson MQct-uari Grav.e~id~ 
services were;: oeld;Frid,ay 

· Jan~ary_ 3:, .. i2QO~ ."at- . ~Iag.i~r-
· Memoriai.GalCde.nsa,t to)QOc,aro 
with:a,M~mo!jat.~r;vj~ft1lloWing 

• .at H:O{tam,at;I~J~s,V'oJ~.H.!.I~~eran 
·ChurChi~,Sam.~~: :~,~s~~r Wa.yn9, 
Pris,wast~e: <>.!f.ici~rit .The f~fTlily 
~ugg",~tm1~rngr!i;lls?l:le:;ma9~·' ·to 
Eidsvola lutheran Chur!!!p,l~ ~~p~~ 

· H~.~.3$. ,Som,ers; "lAT 5.~~~2,or 
to Immafluf31 ",:,!tl~:ran:l-iqrne,.,tes: 
Crestl\ne,AMej K~IJ,sp,eJI:i;!:MJ 
59001;i t ~ ,;"' - -,.- .~~_~ ':.: . . ,;~'.: I: 

. ArJange:n,erlt~. un.ge{, th~ 
direCiiOOof Johnson f.Aortu~ry~f1d 

.:tr~m~to.y. ". . ' . ., 



IRIS HARRIET GREGORY (CRAWLEY) FURLONG 

Born: February 20, 1920 - Died: Mar,ch 3, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

April 10, 2002 

Iris Furlong 
Iris Harriet Gregory Crawley 

Furlong died on march 3, 2002 at 
the Brighton Care Center in 
Brighton, Adams County, 
Colorado. Visitation was Thursday 
mar4ch 7, 2002. and the funeral 
was Friday march 8 at the 
Highland Mortuary. Interment was 
at the Evergreen Memorial 
Gardens in Broomfield, Colorado. 
She was buried on top of her 
beloved husband. 

She was born in LaVeta, 
Colorado on February 20, 1920 to 
Edward and Mae Crawley. She 
worked in an ammunition plant 
(Remington Arms) and that is 
where she met Philip William 
Furlong, of Chester, Montana. He 
wasn't able to go into the service, 
so he too, worked for Remington 
Arms. After they married and had 
three children, they moved back 
to Chester to help his dad in the 
blacksmith shop. That was in 
1947, and his dad died suddenly 
in 1949. One of his sisters talked 
him into running for the office that 
would make him head of the 
Uberty County Yards. He won. so 
Iris became mother not only to her 
three, but to many nieces and 
nephews as well. 
_ $h~. is still remembered for her 

French b!_~fding hair wit~ ' lacing· 
ribbons of her daughters and 

' nieces. Many of the older 
generations around here will also 
rememb~r her for her 4-5" high 
cinnamon rolls. 

After the blacksmith shop was 
sole in 1953, they returned to 
Colorado where he became a 
meat cutter with Safeway for 26 
years. He had also been a meat 
cutter for Schultz's Grocery in 
Chester. 

Iris had attended two years of 
college when World War /I came. 
After they returned to Colorado in 
1953, she waited until her 
youngest child was in Junior High. 
then became a Supervisor for Blue 
Gross health insurance, retiring in 
1977. That retirement was short­
lived and she worked in the J.C. 
Penney warehouse for five years. 
Then she really retired. 

When they lived in Montana 
they had joined the Methodist 
Church, but never really found one 
quite as good in Colorado. Her 
husband went back to the Mason's 
after a few years absence, but she 
wasn't interested in joining the 
Eastern Star. She had always 
loved to sew and made clothes not 
only for her family; but many 
friends as well. Iris was a member 

of the Royal Neighbors of America 
while she was in Chester. 

She is survived by her three 
children and families: Douglas 
William Furlong of New York, New 
York; Carol Denise Cummins, and 
Doris LouGene Sims, both of 
Commerce City, Colorado; nine 
grandchildren; 20 areat­
grandchildren, and three ~great­
great-grandchildren. She is also 
survived by brothers Charles 
Thomas Crawley of Alaska, and 
Edward Thomas Crawley, Jr. of 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

Preceding her in death were her 
parents, one sister Maxine Mae 
Ritter, and her husband Philip 
Williiam Furlong. 



MATTHEW M. FURNELL 

Born: December 29, 1916 - Died: October 22, 2002 , ' 

Liberty County Times 

October 30, 2002 

-------"_._,---- --_. - .--~---

Matthew Furnell 
Matthew M. Furnell, age 85, a 

longtime Whitlash area farmer 
and rancher, passed away 
Tuesday at the Marias Medical 
Center in Shelby. 

At his request, no services will 
be held and cremation has taken 
place under the direction of the 
Whitted Funeral Chapel of 
Shelby. 

Matt was born in Great Falls 
December 29, 1916 to Bert and 
Edna Furnell. He was raised on 
the family ranch near Whitlash 
where he attended s.chool. 

He worked his entire life as a 
farmer and rancher. He married 
Rosemary Marra on August 29, 
1962 at Shelby. That same year 
he moved to Shelby, but 
continued working for many area 
farms and ranches. 

Matt enjoyed playing Cribbage, 
and reading anything that had to 
do with horses. He also loved 
visiting with his old friends Claude 

. Demarest and G.len Aiken. 
He is survived by his wife 

Rosemary of Shelby; son Anton 
Furnell; two, daugh'ters: Dorinda 
Furnell, and Jennifer Furnell; two 
stepsons: Glen Dean and Mike 
Dean of Shelby ; two grand­
children: Kama and Michael 
Furnell ; two step-grandchildren: 
Noah and Tanner Dean. 

His parents and a sister 
Frances Furnell 'preceded him in 
death. 



GERTRUDE M. (MORAN) GANNON 

Born: June 25, 1907 - Died: May ;~4, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

Gertrude Gannon 
Gertrude Marion (Moran ) 

Gannon was born June 25, 1907 
at Springfield, Massachusetts , 

I She was one of five children born 
to Jerimiah and Esther 
(Woodlock) Moran. Gertrude 
received her early education at 
the Parker Street Elementary 
School at Indian Orchards , 
Massachusetts. During her high 
school years at Springfield, she 
played the piano, girls' baseball, 
and was active on the swim team. 
In addition she worked part-time 
as a secretary in a local hardware 
store. Following her graduation 
from high school in 1924, she 
continued her educat ion at 
Springfield Commercial College 
where she studied secretarial and 
clerical skills. 

Gertrude married Thomas 
Anthony Gannon in June of 1928 
at Springfield. They lived in New 
York City for a short while before 
moving to Florida. In the early 
1930s they traveled to Montana 
to visit relatives at Sunburst. 
There were job opportunities at 
the Texaco Refinery, so they 
made their home in Sunburst for 
the next 25 years. Gertrude 
enjoyed her life as a homemaker 
and mother of five . To help 
supplement their income, she 
worked as secretary/treasurer for 
the Farmer's Union at Sunburst. 

June 5, 2002 
In 1958 tneiGann'ons were 

transferred to Anacortes, 
Washington where Thomas 
finished his career in the refining 
business, They retired in 1968 
and moved back to West Palm 
Belch, Florida. They lived in 
Florida for 10 years, then bought 
a.homein, FIe.snq, . .Q_a.liJQJll,i~.t0. b~ ; 

~,~~;a[.:tile~J~S9n:,o They t r.aV~!%t1M>" , 
': Mont~'HiijO'the summer months'; -spending most of their time in 

Great Falls with their daughters. 
Husband Thomas died in Great 

Falls in 1984. Gertrude continued 
her travels between Montana and 
California and lived in her Fresno 
home until 1998. Since then she 
has spent winter months with her 
son in Caiifornia and summer 
months with her daughter in 
Chester, Montana. Gertrude's 
health has slowly deteriorated 
and she was recently admitted to 
the Liberty County Hospital and 
Nursing Home in Chester. She 
died there on the early morning 
of Friday May 24, 2002 at the age 
of 94 years. 

Gertrude was never fond of her 
given first name, so during her 
formative years she preferred to 
be called Trude or Sara. After she 
married Thomas he affectionately 
called her G.G. (short for Gertrude 
Gannon). These nicknames have 
stuck with her throughout the 
years. 

Her hobbies were many. She 
Joved to read, especially 
mysteries and historicals. After 
her eyesight failed, her passion 
for reading continued via audio­
books. 'Gertrude also enjoyed 
playing BINGO and many card 
games; her enjoyment for playing 
was surpassed only by her 
enjoyment for winning! 

She also liked music, dancing, 
crocheting, and traveling. 
Throughout her adult years she 
remained an active participant in 
swimming, fishing, tennis, and 
badminton. 

Her survlvors' incluae: one son 
Thomas "Jerry" Gannon and wife 
Christine of Sanger, California; 
one daughter Marjie Dahinden 
and husband Vern of Chester; 
one son-in-law Richard Fox of 
Great Falls; one brother George 
Moran, . of Long Meadow, 
Massci'chusetts; 18 grand 
children; 2~ great-grandchildren; 
and many nieces and nephews. 

Gertrude was preceded in 
death not only by her parents and 
husband , bus also by three 
daughters: Shirley Wills, Nancy 
Fox, and Sheila Fischer ; two 
great-grandsons: lucas and 
Joseph Dahinden; two brothers: 
Harold and Gerald Moran; and 
one sister Esther Maillard. 

Vigil Prayers were recited by 
Sister Catherine Kinsella at 7:00 
t?1lJ ,ty1b'n~ay May-27, 2002,at the 

t!3tsi~fPeter ' and Paul CathofiC 
. Church In Great Falls, Mo'ntana. 

Special music included "Amazing 
Grace." and "America the 
BeautifuL" 

The funeral Mass was 
celebrated by Father Michael 
Guinan at 10:00 am Tuesday at 
the Peter and Paul Church. Vocal 
music by Mary DuPuis included 
"Morning has Broken," "Ave 
Maria," "On Eagle's Wings ," 
"Pan is Angelicus," "Song of 
Farewell," and "0 Danny Boy. " 
Pianist was Mary Steffes. G.G. 
grandchildren participated as 
greeters , servers, readers , 
Eucharistic ministers, eulogist , 
and pallbearers. 

Following burial rites at the Mt. 
Olivet Cemetery in Great Falls, a 
luncheon was held at the church. 
Arrangements by Rockman 
Funeral Chapel in Chester, 
Memorials will be given to the 
American Heart Association or 
donor's chOice. 



PEARL MARY (WIDHALM) GHEKIERE 

Born: January 11, 1924 - Died: January 30, 2002 

Pearl Ghekiere 
Pearl Mary (Widhalm) Ghekiere 

was born at Cornlea, NebraSka on 
January 11, 1924. She was one 
of 14 children bom to Jacob and 
Catherine (Zuerline) Widhalm. 
Pearl grew up in Nebraska and 
received her formal education 
there. At age 18 she came to 
Montana to be near several 
brothers who were living near 
Valier. 

Pearl met John A. Ghekiere and 
they were married at Williams, 
Montana on May 4, 1943. They 
made their home on the Ghekiere 
fam,ily homestead and raised a 
family of 10. Following her 
husband's death in 1982, Pearl 
moved into Conrad, the place she" 
called home for the past 20 years. 

Pearl was fortunate to enjoy 
good heath during her life. On this 
past Saturday January ,26, she 
was visiting family in Great Falls 
when she suffered a stroke. She 
was admitted to Benefis East 
Medical Center, where she died on 
Wednesday evening January 30, 
2002. She was 78 years old. 

Pearl was very active at St. 
Michael the Archangel Catholic 
Church in Conrad. She had served 
as a Eucharistic minister, lector, 
and parish council member; she 
was active in the Altar Society and 
taught CCD. She cooked' for the 
priests and helped around the 
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church whenever s,he was 
needed, and she was loyal to her 
Bible and daily devotions. 

Her hobbies were many. She 
enjoyed making silk flower 
arrangements and other crafts. 
Pearl liked rummage sales and 
shopping in Dollar Stores. She 
played the piano by ear and ' 
always looked forward to a good 
card game of Rummy. Pearl was 
an excellent cook; she could make 
anything from scratch, but was 
also known to revamp recipes to 
her specifications. When family 
and friends stopped to viSit, they 
were always sent home with lots 
of goodies from Pearl's kitchen. 
One of her family's favorites was 
her delicious homemade cinna­
mon rolls. 

Pearl maintained a good sense 
of humor throughout her life. She 
loved her role in mother hood and 
appreciated all of her children and 
grandchildren: She taught by 
example to instill those important 
concepts of faith, hope and love. 
She will truly be missed. 

Pearl is survived by nine 
children and their spouses: Phillip 
and Carolyn Ghekiere of Shelby, 
Mark and Michelle Ghekiere of 
Conrad, Dennis and Carla 
Ghekiere of Fort Benton, Steve 
and Natalie Ghekiere of Chester, 
Jerry and Sandra Ghekiere of 
Chester, Donna and Jim Widhalm 
of Tracy, Montana, Joan and Larry 
Ellis of Camas, Washington, Jim 
and Rachel Ghekiere of Chester, 
and Julie and George Vasquez of 
. San Antonia, Texas; a daughter­
in-law Randi Ghekiere of Great 
Falls; 25 grandchildren; three 
great-grandchildren; five siblings, 
including her twin brother Earl 
Widhalm of Humphrey, Nebraska; 
brothers Paul, Andrew and Alfred 
Widhalm of Valier; and her sister 
Sister Ethel Widhalm of Nebraska 
'City, Nebraska; and numerous 
nieces and nephews. 

Pearl was preceded in deatfloY-­
her parents and husband, a son 
Eugene in 2001, and eight siblings 
(brothers George, Math, and 
Walter Widhalm, and sisters _ 

Barbara Sindlar, Elizabeth 
Connely, Catherine Connely, Ella 
Ternus, and Hilda Keimig) . 

Rosary services were 7:00 pm 
Sunday (February 3, 2002) at SI. 
Michael the Archangel Catholic 
Church in Conrad. 

The Funeral Mass was 
celebrated by Father Patrick 
Rohen at 11:00 am Monday 
(February 4, 2002) at the church. 

Interment at the Sacred Heart 
Cemetery 15 miles northwest of 
Conrad. A luncheon followed at St. 
Michael's. 

Funeral arrangements by 
Rockman Funeral Chapel , 
Chester. Memorials in Pearl's 
name will be given to St. Michael's. 



WALTER GNOJEK 

Born: 1923 - Died: August 15, , 2002 
~ "' 

Great Falls Tribune 

August 18 - 21, 2002 

· ..... _---_ ..... _ --

Walter Gnojek 
Walter Gnojek, 79, of 2218 6th 

Ave. N., a retired plumber, long­
time musician and entertainer 
throughout the Great Falls retire­
mentcommunity, died of natural 
causes Thursday at his home. 

Visitation is 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. to­
day and Thursday 
at O'Connor Fu­

. neral Home. A 
vigil and rosary is 
7 p.m. Thursday 
at Sts. Peter and 
Paul Catholic 
Church, with a fu­
neral Mass 11 

GnoJek a.m. Friday at the 
church. Burial 
will be in Mount 

~ Olivet Cemetery. 
~ Survivors include chil-

dren Andrea Boushey of 
Everett, Wash., Rose­

marie Cooper of Marysville, Wash., 
Victoria Darpino of Colorado 
Springs, Colo., Vincent Gnojek of 
Lawrence, Kan., Frederick Gnojek 
of Great Falls and Nicholas Gnojek 
of Denver; a sister, Stella Gandy of 
Forestville:Md,; a brother, Ludwig 
Gnojek of Seattle; and 10 grand­
children. 

'--He was precedecfin'-deathby @s " 
wife of 54 years, Alice. . 

Born in Chester" Mont., 'of Anna 
Victoria (Juzec) and Andrew Gno­
jek, he grew up on the West Side of 
Great Falls and attended Franklin 
Elementary and Great Falls High 
School. ' 

After serving in the U.s. Infantry 
during World War II, he married 
Alice Valades and returned to 
Great Falls, where he worked as a 
union plumber for 35 years. 

A founding member of St. Ger­
ard's Parish and an active member 
and cantor of Sts. Peter and Paul 
he also belonged to the Knights of 
Columbus, the Eagles and the 
Moose fraternal organizations, and 
was a lifetime member of the Musi­
cians' Union . .r 

Walter generously shared with 
others throughout his life, leaving 
those he touched a part of himself. 
He will be dearly missed by all. 

He was also preceded in death by 
his parents; a brother, Antone' and 
a sister, Mary Ann. . ' 

The family requests memorials 
be made to the Walter Gnojek Mu­
sic ScholarShip Fund, c/o Stock­
man Bank, P.O. Box 2327, Great 
Falls, MT 59403. 



ELMER ALFRED HADFORD 
Born: July 9, 1922 - Died: January : ~O, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

Elmer Hadford 
Elmer Alfred Hadford was born 

"on the family homestead south of 
Joplin Montana on July 9, 1922. 
He was one of four children born 
to Carl A. Hadford and Clara Belle 
Shettel. Elmer grew up on the 
family farm and received his 
formal education in Joplin. During 
his early years he worked for 
several local farmers including 
Dodds Keith and Mike 
Kammerzell. He eventually began 
fa~ming on his own in the south 
Joplin community. 

In the early 19505 Elmer drove 
truck for Ryan's Wholesale in 
Havre. Unfortunately, he had to 
quit the job after suffering a 
blinding injury to his left eye in an 
unrelated automobile accident. 

Elmer married Dorma Heydon 
Johnson on November 14. 1964 
at Joplin. They lived and worked 
in the community during their 
married life together. When 
Elmer's health began to fail in 
2000, he retired from farming and 
ranching. He moved to the Liberty 
County Nursing Home and has 
been fortunate to get out and 
about to community social events. 
His health deteriorated rapidly 
these past few weeks and he 
passed away on Sunday morning 
on January 20, 2002. Elmer was 
70 years old. 

January 30, 2002 

He was baptized, confirmed, 
and married at the Lutheran 
church in Joplin. In the 19905 
Elmer and Dorma began attending 
the Methodist church in Chester. 

An avid horseman, Elmer loved 
working with horse teams and 
wagons. He helped with several 
community hayrides and special 

:.;;events,.:...amI4I~jp:i~d participatin~ 
in,statewide caUIEf drives. lo'facti " 
one of It:)e highlights of his Ufe was 

, the Montana Centennial Cattle 
Drive of 1989. 

Elmer loved to be around 
people, so he never missed many 
social events (celebration dinners. 
auction sale"s, funerals, ana 
community dances~ He loved 

",---

Western music and filler contests. 
He and Dormaenjoyed polka and 
square dancing. 

Elmer also loved animals, 
especially dogs and cats. At the 
time of his death, he appreciated 
two pet Border Collies named 
'Tippy' and'Queeny.' 

Elmer was dedicated and 
faithful to those he loved. During 
those years his mother and wife 
lived at the lOcal rest home, Elmer 
drove to town on a daily basis to 
be with them. . 

He is survived by hiswife of 37 
years, Dorma Hadford of Chester; 
his brother and sister-in-law Lloyd 
and Alma Hadford of Joplin: a 
sister-in-law Elaine Hadford of 
Rudyard; a brother-in-law Delmar 
Greene of Carmangay, Alberta; 
and numerous nephews and 
nieces. Elmer was preceded in 
death by his" father in 1975. his 
molher in 1993, a sister Marie 
Greene, and a brother Lyle 
Hadford. 

Funeral services were 
conducted at 2:00 pm Wednesday 
January 23, 2002 at the Chester 
united Methodist Church by Pastor 
Kama Morton and Pastor Tim 
Singleton. Karen Stack served as 
pianist and the congregation sang 
"Amazing Grace." Vocal music by 
DenniS Kenfield was "How Grel;lt 
Thou Art. "Kama ' Morton 
performed -Abide With Me." 

Ushers were Steve Dahinden and 
Ted Tempel. Pallbearers included 
Tim .Campbell, Rob Cushing, Ton 
Wood, Sr., Lloyd Wolery, Wayne 
Wolery, and Dennis Kenfield. 

Following gravesides services 
at the Joplin cemetery, a reception 
was held at the Kjos Hall of Bethel 
Lutheran Church. Arrangements 
by Rockman Funeral Chapel, 
Chester. 

Memorials . will be given to the 
Liberty County Nursing Home or 
donor's choice. 



' - . 

EILEEN HELEN (MEYER) HAN 

Birth: February 20, 1924 - Death: November 7, 2002 

Eileen Han 
Eileen Helen (Meyer) Han was 

born on the family homestead 
east of Inverness, Montana on 
February 20, 1924. She was the 
youngest of eight children born to 
Michael .Leo Meyer and rose 
Elizabeth Pfannenstein. Eileen 
grew up on the family /farm and 
received her education at 
Inverness_ She was the only 
student in the Inverness High 
School graduating class of 1941. 
Following high school she 
attended Northern Montana 
College in Havre for a year. 

Eileen married Kenneth M. Han 
on September 23, 1944- at 
Riverside, California where Ken 
was serving in the military. 
Following his discharge, they 
returned to Montana to a farm 
south of Inverness. Eileen worked 
diligently as a farm wife, 
hom~jmaker, and mother of six 
children. They made their home 
on the farm throughout their 
married life. In later years they 
spent their winters in Mesa, Las 
Vegas, Hemet, and Colorado 
Springs_ 

Eileen's health began to fail in 
1999 and she had major surgery 
in 2000. Her health continued to 
deteriorate so she moved to the 
Liberty County Nursing Home this 
past July. Eileen passed away at 
the Chester rest home on the 
afternoon of Thursday November 
7,2002. She was 78 years old. 

Liberty County Times 
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AllfelOng-me-tiiberOf- Sacred­

Heart .. CathQlic Ch.urch .. in 
Iri~Eirness, she-was also active in 
the 'Altar Society and the church 
choir. Eileen had a strong 
Christian faith and her church was 
an int~gral part of her life. 

Her hobbies were many. She 
was an incredible seamstress 
who made very fashionable 
clothing items. She also made 
many afghans and enjoyed 
ceramics. Eileen was a good cook 
who will be remembered by her 
family for her delicious pies and 
her big turkey dinners. In earlier 
years she enjoyed bowling in the 
Hi-Line leagues. She was an avid 
high school sports enthusiast who 
possessed those special skills as 
a perpetual cheerleader and a · 
grandstand referee! Eileen 
enjoyed walking with Ken for good 

health, and just for the fun of it, 
she collected dolls. 

Eileen loved to travel. She 
made many memorable trips 
including Japan and Korea in 
1985, the Seoul Olympics in 
1988, England in 1992, a 
Caribbean cruise and a trip to 
Mexico, to name a few_ 

Her greatest love in life was for 
her children. She never passed 
up an opportunity to be with 
family. She cherished her 
grandchildren and was always 
concerned for their well-being. As 
her health began to decline, her 
family planned several events in 
2001 to cheer her up: a summer 
family reunion and a family 
Christmas dance. In addition, her 
first grandchild was married in 
June of 2002. These three events 
provided happy times and special 
memories for Eileen and the 
family. 

Survivors include her husband 
of 58 years Ken Han of Inverness; 
three sons and spouses: Allen 
and Barb Han of Inverness, Dave 
and Linda Han of Belgrade, Jeff 
and Vicki Han of Inverness; three 
daughters and spouses: Renee 
Kowalski and John of Helena, 

-Oesr -Warwickana -Xciy of 
Monument, Colorado, and Anita 
Robirds and Lynn of Powell, 
Wyoming; 12 grandchildren 
including: Kristin, Jarod, Cassidy, 
Tyler, Ke!sey, Megan, Breanne, 
Dallas, Ke'ala, Hunter, Poliala, 
Jaydes; two sisters LaVern 
McFadden of Great Falls, and 
Claudette Alex of Inverness; one 
brother-in-law Frank Kraft of Big 
Fork; and many nephews and 
nieces. 

Eileen was preceded in death 
by her parents, four sisters lone, 
Aida, Adelaide, and Inez; one 
brother Donald; and one 
granddaughter Nicole Eileen Han. 

Vigil prayers were 7:00 pm 
Sunday November 10, 2002 at 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church in 
Inverness. 

Funeral Mass was celebrated 
at 11 :00 am Monday November 
11, 2002 at the church by FatR-er 
Joseph Diekhans. Special music 
by Iris White organist, Marcus 
Jochim vocalist, and the Sacred 
Heart Choir included "Ave Maria," 
"On Eagle's Wings," "Panis 

. Angelicus," and "Whispering 
Hope." Ushers were Barlow 
Haaland and Don Han. Altar 
servers were Tyler and Kelsey 
Han .. Scripture readings were by 
Cassidy and Jarod Han. The 
Communion Gifts were presented 
by Eileen's two sisters. 
Eucharistic Ministers were Renee 
Han-Kowalski, Leota Hansen, 
and Doral Anderson. The Eulogy 
was shared by Kristin Han­
Burgoyne. Eileen's children and 
their spouses served as her 
pallbearers. 

Following burial at the 
Inverness Cemetery, a luncheon 
was held at the church. 
Arrangements by Rockman 
Funeral Chapel, Chester. 
Memorials will be given to the Hi­
Line Health Foundation or donor's 
choice. 



ESTHER AILEEN (WOODS) HAN 

Born: April 9, 1919 - Died: September 12, 2002 

Uberty County Times 

September 18, 2002 

Esther Aileen (Woods) Han was 
bom April e. 1e1e On the family 
homestead near Inverness, 
Montana. She was the eldest of 
two children bom to Robert and 
Esther (Strlssel) Woods. Her 
family moved to Alberta in 1920. 
She received her early education 
at Warwick, Vegreville, and Lavoy. 
The Woods returned to Inverness 
in 1937, so Aileen finished her 
schooling there, graduating from 
Invemess High,. School in 1938; 
During the next few years she 
worked as a clerk at Sanvik 
Brothers In Rudyard and the Post 
Office In Inverness. 

Aileen married Charles D. "Dud" 
Han on September 13, 1941 at 
Great Falls. They lived and worked . 
on the Han farm south of 
Inverness throughout their married . 
life. and they raised a family of 
four. Aileen and Dud mo",ed to the 
Uberty County Nursing Home in 
1997. Dud died on December 3ni 

of that year. Aileen remained at the 
rest home 'rom that time on. This 
past April she wasdiagnosed with 
breast ca,ncer and her condition 

--deteriorated. Aileen died at the Rudyard; one brother Bob Woods 
nursing home on the early moming and wife Virginia of Inverness; one 
of Thursday September 12, 2002. aunt Vi WOods of Chester; seven 
She was sa years old. grandchildren: Gail Flemming, 

A longtime member of the Bruce Dick, Sheri Smith. Lori Aory, 
United Methodist Church in Darlene Dick. Jourdon Han, and 
Invemess, Aileen served on the Bridjour Han; 15 great 
Church Council and was past grandchildren: Jeremy. Joshua, 
president of the UMW. She also Sean, Michael, Brittany, Ryan. 
serv.edas a precinct Sierra, Dominic. Pamelia, Patrick 
committeewoman for many years Jr., Nathan, Trae, Catherine. 
and worked as an electlon judge. LaChe, and LaRicia; and 
Aileen was re£ognized asa wGoId numerous nieces and nephews. 
Star Mother"following the death In addition to her husband and 
other eldest son "ChuCk,' a son Aileen was preceded in death 
casualty of the Viet Nam conflict. by her parents. 

Aileen's hobbies were many. Funeral services were · 
She loved flowers and plants. conducted at 11 :00 am Monday 
es!)ecially African violets. She (September 16. 2002 at the United 

~"W'?y'~P t~,~!~g .. ; ~ , ,v~Q:eJ~ble ~:~~~~t~~~~r~t:'~?:~~Xa 
"" . . .Em ;~~;~W~~~~ , PI~n9~:duijl'-p(elu~: Mil~G" ~~S 

produce:' She was talented at provided by sisters Sharon Woods . 
cooking and baking; reportedly, and Shirley Boley. Vocal music by 
she could whip up a delicious meal Marcus Jochim was "In the 
in short order with minimal Garden," and "Amazing Grace." 
planning. Aileen had a sweet tooth The congregation sang "The Old 
for chocolate, so she baked a lot Rugged Cross," Ushers were Bill 
of cookies and cakes as "Care Woods, and lowell Strissel. 
packages" and treats far her Nephews serving as pallbearers 
chiidren and grandchildren. Other included Greg Wood. Kim Haalan 
interest included crocheting • . d,J3yron Boucher. Allen Han, 
sewing, fishing, square dancing. Barlow Haaland, and Jeff Han. A 
. and collecting plates. Aileen loved luncheon followed at the church. 
music; she was an amateur p~ist Graveside serviceS were held al 
and a pretty good vocalist in her 2:00 pm Monday at Highland 
prime. During these past few years Cemetery in Havre. Prayers were 
at ,the nursing home it was provided by Pastor King, 
common to hear Aileen .humming Arrangements by Rockman 
some of her favorite tunes. Funeral Chapel, Chester 

She is survived by two Memorials will be given to the 
daughters: Shirley Dick of Billings, united Methodist Church in 
and Dorothea ·Dotty~ Dick and Inverness or the Hi-Line Health 
husband Chuck of Hardin; one son Foundation in Chester. 
Don Han and wife Jaye Dee of 



ORVILLE C. HANSON 

Born: 1913 - Died: October 13, 2002 

Great Falls Tribune 

October 18, 2002 

------ ----- -- - ----.-~--

Orville C. Hanson 
GILDFORD - Orville C. Han­

son, 89, a former insurance agent, 
barber, farmer, and retired Gild­

ford postmaster, 
died of natural 
causes Sunday at 
a retirement ' 
home in Everett, 
Wash. 

Visitation is. 1 
to 5 p.m. Sunday 
at Holland & 

Hanson Bonine Funeral 
Home in Havre, 
and at 9:15 a.m. 

Monday at the Gildford Baptist ' 
Church, with his funeral at 10:30 
a.m. Burial will be in Gildford 
Cemetery, followed by fellowship 
at the church. ' 

Survivors include daughters 
Shane Arlene Jacobs and Bonnie 
R. Hanson ()f Lynnwood, Wash.; a 
sister, Nora Sanvik of Mesa, ' 
Ariz.; three grandchildren and ' 
two great-grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by 
his wife, Ruth E. (Bailey) Hanson, 
on Oct. 16, 2000; and a son, 
Orville Dwight Hanson. 

~ "' 



GERTRUDE MYRTLE (YOUNG) GREEN, THRASH, HEIMBIGNER 

Born: June 30, 1916 - Died: June ;14, 2002 

Great Falls Tribune 

June 1 6, 2002 

Gertrude Myrtle Heimbigner 
HAVRE - Gertrude Myrtle 

(Young) Thrash Heimbigner, 85, of 
Havre, a former business owner 

and waitress, died 
Friday of natural 
causes at a Havre 
hospital. 

Her funeral is 
11 a.m. Tuesday 
at The Little 
White Church in 
Malta, With burial 
in Malta Ceme­
tery, followed by . 

a fellowship at the church. Holland ' 
and Bonine Funeral Home of Havre 
is handling the arrangements. 

Survivors include sons Lyal 
Green of Astoria, Ore., and Larry 
Thrash of Eugene, Ore.; daughters 
Dolores Wicklund of Casper, Wyo., 
and Lr,la Akerlund of Havre; a sis­
ter, June Yolbright of Havre; 13 
grandchildren; 15 great-grandChil­
dren; and two great-great-grand­
children. 

She was preceded in death by 
husbands Lawrence Thrash and 
Harry Heimbigner; . children Ray­
mond and Geraldine Green; and 
one grandson. 

Gertrude was born June 30, 
1916, to Albert and Alma (Stems) 
Young in Cambri, Sask. Her family 
inoved to Malta when Gertrude 
was 6 years old to homestead. She 
was educated in Malta and gradu­
ated from Malta High School. She 

---mameacecrr- Greenli:ll93rin ­
Malta. To this union five children 
were born. The couple later di­
vorced. In 1942 she married 
Lawrence Thrash in-Malta. 'fo this 
union one child was born. They 
were married 26 years. Lawrence 
preceded her in death. In 1971 
Gertrude married Harry Heimbign­
er in Coeur d'Alene, Idaho. They 
were married 17 years. Harry pre­
ceded her in death. 

Gertrude owned and operated 
The Super Fountain in Havre in the 
1960s. She was a waitress at the 
Iron Horse Restaurant from 1968 to 
1970. During the late 1970s and 
early 1980s she was a nurse's aid at 
the Liberty County Nursing Home 
in Chester. Gertrude retired in 
1983. 

Gertrude enjoyed sewing, travel­
ing, crafting, doing puzzles, gar­
dening, quilting and doing cross­
word puzzles. She was a member 
of the Good Sam's Club. 

She also was preceded in death 
by her parents, Albert and Alma 
(Stems) Young; brothers Joe and 
Dale Young; sisters Myra Alvana, 
Janette Moore, Grace Labrie and 
Doris Norden. The grandson who 
preceded her in death is Michael 
Ray Wicklund. 

Memorials in Gertrude's honor 
may be made to the Make a Wish 
Foundation, P.O. Box 52435, 
Phoenix, AZ 85072-2435. 



LAWRENCE ALBERT "LORRY" HEMMER 

Born: April 28, 1917 - Died: Septemijer 27, 2002 , ' 

Liberty County Times 

October 2, 2002 

Lawrenc'~-Hemmer - -:;:vg!~~yTS:r~i~I~~~';br~~: 
Lawrence Albert ~Lorry" children and 10 grandchildren: 

Hemmer; Sr. age 85, formerly of Larry and Jan of Billings and 
Galata and Chester. died Friday children David, Dan, Laura, and 
September 27, 2002 of natural LeAnne: Teresa and Kevin 
causes, at Aspen Meadows Dosland of Whitehall and children 
Nursing Home in Billings. Kyle, Colleen, and Keith; and 

lawrence, or "Lorry" to his Mike and Shirley Hemmer of 
many friends, was born in Lothair, Federal Way, Washington and 
Montana on April 28, 1917. He children Jennifer, Eric, and Abby; 
was the third of nine children born brothers Charles and Helen of 
to Matt and Anna Hemmer. He Shelby, and Jerry and Betty of 
attended school in Galata and Billings; sister Annaleen and Bob 
Chester, and worked on a Zeeck of Billings; brother-in-law 
neighboring farm. Lawren'ce Jack Tangney of Tacoma . 
began farming on his own land Washington; sisters -in-law 
near Galata in 1937. Bernice Tangney, and Teresa 

He married Dorothy Tangney in .Kennedy of Seattle, and Nora 
Seattle on October 15, 1955. Hemmer of Chesler ; and 
Together the two of them settled numerous nieces and nephews. 
on the farm north of Galata where Lawrence was preceded in 
they raised their three chifdren. death by his parents, and brothers 
They lived on the farm until 1995 Joe, Frank. John, George, and 
when they moved to Billings. Jim. 

Lorry loved the simple things- Rosary service was at 7:00 pm 
a good steak. spending time with Monday September 30. 2002 at 

his family, and Dorothy's cooking. the Michelotti-Sawyers and 
He loved to make things grow. Nordquist Mortuary. Funeral Mass 
whether it was a bumper winter was held at 2:00 pm Tuesday 
wheat crop. or his tomato and October 1 at 81. Thomas the 
zucchini plants. He also enjoyed Apostle Church in Billings. 
hunting, fishing , reading, 
watching a good Western On TV. 
and spending time at the cabin. 

His cheery outlook on life and 
loving smile will be missed by aU 
who knew.J1im, 



NORA CECILIA (HULL) HEMMER 

Born: November 1 7, 1 91 9 - Died: Octot?er 30, 2002 

Nora Hemmer 
Nora Cecilia (Hull) Hemmer 

was born on the family farm north 
of Chester, Montana on 
November 17, 1919. She was the 
fifth of nine children born to 
Anselm and Mary (Friel) Hull. 
Nbra attended the Grauman 
Country School near the f~rm and 
W~duated from St. Thomas High 
SChool in Great Falls in 1938. She 
returned to the Chester com­
munity and met her future 

. hlJsband Frank Robert Hemmer 
at a CYO dance. They we~e 
marrIed at St. Mary's Catholic 
Church in Chester on September 
17, 1940. They settled onttieir 
!,~rm West of Lothair, where Nora 
~wq'r~eddiligently as a homemaker 
anCfi iTfott)er of eight children. 

The Hemmers were married 45 
years when Fran,k · died on 
December 30, 1985. Nora con­
tinued to live in their farm home 
until 1996, when her health began · 
to fail. She moved to Chester to 
be near family and friends. She 
had several hospitalizations these 
past four months. On the early 
morning of Wednesday October 
30. 2002 Nora died peacefully at 
the Liberty . County Hospital in 
Chester. She was 82 years old. 

Nora was an active member of 
St. Mary's Catholic Church and 
served as a CCD teacher for 
several years. When their kids 
were young. t he Hemmers 
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--enjoyed-summeitJiiie-weekerld 

outings to Tiber Lake for fishing, 
boating, and picnicking. In later 
years they made several mem­
orable trips to Texas, California, 
and Florida to visit relatives. 

, Nora h~dmany_hobbies. She 
~ Iik~~ to. play c~r(ls. especially 
pinochle, Whist, and Solitaire. 
She was a wonderful cook and 
baker. Her family will always 
remember her delicious cinnamon 
rolls, buns, cookies, and pies. She 
was an avid sports fan. not only 
of high school athletics, but also 
fond of the NFL and the LA 
Dodgers baseball team. 

On a more personal note, Nora 
loved sweets of all kinds. She 
loved her grandchildren, too. and 

-was recently collecting the new 
State Quarters for all of the 
grandkids. A wonderful. caring 
mother, she will be missed by her 
devoted family. 

SurVivors include two sons: 
Raymond Hemmer and wife Sue 
of Lincoln. and Bob Hemmer and 
wife Earlene of Belgrade; five 
daughters: Anna Marie Anderson 
and husband Norm of Chester, 
Janice Mattson and husband Carl 
of Chester, Marlene Howery and 
husband Wally of Shelby, Kathy 
Lynch and husband Patrick of 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, and 
Carol Horinek and husband Mik.e 
of Tucson, Arizona; a daughter­
in-law Carmen Hemmer of 
Kalispell; 15 grandchildren; two 
great-grandchildren; one brother 
James l1ull and wife Marcella of 
Chester; one Sister Sister Marleen 
Hull of Spokane; brothers~in-law 
Ernest Gagnon of Chester, 
Charles Hemmer and wife Helen 
of Shelby, and Jerry Hemmer and 
wife Betty of Billings; sisters-in­
law Jeanna Hull of Chester, 
AnaleenZeeck and h!Jsband Bob 
of Billings, and Dorothy' Hemmer 
of Billings; and numerous 
nephews and niece~. 

Nora was- welcomscrr nf"o 
heaven by her husband and 
parents, her son Jack, brothers 
Michael and Raphael Hull, and 
sisters Catherine Hull "Sister 
Mary . Louls·e," Genevieve 
Gagnon. Suzanna Nickol. and 
Patricia Schaller. 

\(Jg,il Prayers were 8:30 pm 
Friday November ,M at St. Mary's 
Catholic Church in Chester. 
Father Joseph Diekhans led the 
prayers, Readings were · by 

· Marlene Howery and Helen 
Brown. Jody Hill provided vocal 
music, 

Mass of the Resurrection was 
· celebrated by Father Joe at the 
church at 11 :00 am Saturday 

· November 2, 2002. Richie Hamel 
served as pianist and St. Mary's 
Choir sang "On Eagle's Wings, ~ 
"Valleys of Green." and "Lamb of 
GOd." Vocalist Marcus Jochim 
performed the "Lord's Prayer," 
and "Ave Maria." Greeters were 
Bob Sisk and Don Raunig. Altar 
servers were Shane Gagnon and 
Kayla Matkin. Scripture readers 
were Tom Nickol and Gail Matkin. 
Eucharistic ministers were Mary 

!"~~ '<~ r:' . . .. . ~~~~ 's 
ora s nm~ gran da'ughiers . 

offered the communion gifts and 
flowers in her memory. Her six 
grandsons served as pallbearers. 
Memorial bearers were listed as 
"her many friends and neighbors." 

Following interment at the west 
Lothair Cemetery, a luncheon was 
held at the church. Arrangements 
by Rockman Funeral Chapel 
Chester. . , 



HELEN JULIA (BRANDVOLD) HENDERSON 

Born: January 27, 1927 - Died: Octob~r 25, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

. Helen Henderson 
Helen Julia (Brandvold) 

Henderson was born at Joplin. 
Montana on January 27. 1927. 
She was one of eight children 
bom to Julia Untvet and Benhard 
"Ben" Brandvold. "Tudy,"._ as she 
was affectionately called by her 
family and friends, grew up in the 
Joplin community where she 
received her education through 
grade 11. She transferred to 
Chester for her senior year and 
graduated from Chester High 
School in 1945. During her school 
days Tudy was active In high 
school drama, plays, and 
cheerleading. . 

In 1947 she married Robert 
"Bob" Keith. Tudy worked as a 
homemaker and mother to their 
two daughters Krys ,and Kim. The 
Keith's lived in Chester until 1965 
then moved to Great Falls. After 
her girls graduated from high 
school, Tudy took a secretarial job 
for Blue Cross of Montana in 
Great Falls for several years: The 
Keith's divorced in the 1970s. 
Turfy: married -John " "Jack';­
Henderson in July 20. 1974 at 
Grangeville, Idaho. They made 
their home in Glendale, Arizona 
where Jack worked as Regional 
Manager for Petrolane Gas 
Service. Following Jack's retire-

November 6, 2002 
-me~-tfieypurCfiaseO-i'C 
home In Sun City, Arizona and 
'lived there in the years that 
followed. They enjoyed traveling 
to Oregon and Montana in the 
summer months to visit family and 
friends. . 

~Udy's health remained good 
until 1996 when she had open': 
heart surgery. Stili, she contlnl)eg' .. 
to be energetic and vivacious unfif 
the summer of 2000, when she 
suffered several small strokes. 
The Hendersons moved back to 
Montana in 2001 and Tudy 
entered the Chester nursing 
home for extended care. In 
February of 2002 she was strong 
enough to leave the rest home' 
she transferred to the Wheat 
Country Estates to be with her 
husband Jack. Her condition 
deteriorated these past few 
months. She collapsed at her 
apartment on Friday October 25, 
2002 and was rushed to the 
Chester hospital where she died 
soon after arrival. Tudy Was 75 . 
years old; 

Tudy was baptized as an infant ' 
and confirmed in her teens at the . 
Chester Lutheran church and ,was 
active in the church choir tor many 
years. She was a past member 
of the Chester VFW AUXiliary, 
served on variOlJS PTAs, and had 
been active in women's boWling 
leagues in Chester and Great 
Falls. 

Her hobbies were many. An 
avid reader, she loved novels, and 
Reade:'!; Digest and Guideposts 
magazInes. She enjoyed music 
and dancing; she also liked to 
cross~stitch, crochet, and knit. 
During quiet times at home, Tudy 
enjoyed jigsaw and crossword 
puzzles and television-her 
favorite shows were "Wheel of . 
Fortun~» and "Jeopardy;" She 
a.lso enjoyed playing hand-held 
Video games. During social times 
with friends she liked to play cards 
especially Pinochle and Bridge. 
And just for the fun of it. Tudy 
collected birdhouses. 

- - She is survived by nernosDartCl 
of 28 years, Jack of Chester; two 
daughters Krystal Laas and 
husband Don of Hillsboro, 
Oregon. and Kimberly Kane and 
life mate David Cantu of 
Troutdale, Oregon; one stepson 
Dr. Curt Henderson of Phoenix, 
Arizona; four grandchildren: .. 
Haven Frank and husband Aaron, 
Taison Kane, Jessie Henderson, 
and Aaron Henderson; one great­
granddaughter Rowan Julia 
Frank; one brother Ken Brandvold -
of Great Falls; one sister Doris 
"Poppy" Austin of Forrest, Missis­
sippi; and numerous nephews 
nieces, and cousins. ' 

Tudy was preceded in death by 
her parent by three brothers 
.'ae.nhie, . .d, and . Leonard 
Brandvold, · ~ . d by two sisters 
Gladyce Romain" and Betty 
Krejci. 

Funeral services were held at 
2:00 pm Friday November 1 , 2002 
at Our Savior's Lutheran Church 
in Chester. Pastor Peter Erickson 
officiated. Scripture read ings 
were shared by Beverly Nealy 
and Bryce Rockman; the eulogy 
was done by Rlynn Rockman. 
Karen Stack served as organist 
~nd t~e congregation sang 
BeautIful Savior," and "In the 

Garden." Vocalist Marcus Jochim 
performed "Amazing Grace," and 
"The Lord' Prayer." The greeter 
was Wanda Keith and the ushers 
were Earl Keith and Bill Roach. 
Pallbearers were Robert "Speed"--'­
Wright, Tyrone Rockman, Monty 
Nealy, Benny Austin, Bob Wigen, 
and grandson Taisan Kane. 
Tudy's friends and relatives were 
listed as honorary bearers. 

Following burial rites at the 
Chester Cemetery. a reception 
was held at the Lutheran Fellow­
ship Hall. Arrangements by Rock· 
man Funeral Chapel, Chester. ' 
Undesignated memorials will be 
given to Bethel Lutheran Church 
in Joplin or Our Savior's Lutheran 
Church in Chester. 



HELEN ILENE (HERRON) HEPPNER 
Born: November 14, 1946 - Died: Ap,(il 20, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

May 1, 2002 

Helen Heppner 
Helen Ilene 

(Herron) Hep­
pner, age 55, of 
25 Wilderness 
Lane, . Great 
Falls, a retired 
healthcare 
worker, died 
Saturday April 

20, 2002 at a local hospital of 
complications from diabetes. _ 

A memorial service was held 
April 25th at Westside Methodist 
Church. Cremation has taken 

place · under the direction of 
O'Connor Funeral Home of Great 
Falls. There will be a graveside 
service in Helena at a later date. 

Survivors include her son, Chad 
Heppner of Great Falls; her 
parer,lts Del and Helen Herron of 
Great Falls; brothers Gary Herron 
of Great Falls, and Dave Herron 
of Chester; Clnd two grandchildren. 

Additional survivors include a 
daughter-in-law Patty Heppner of 
Great Falls; nephews Brad and 
Clay Herron of Chester; a sister-

in-law, Vivienne "Herron of " 
Chester; and numerous relatives 
in the Townsend and Helena 
areas. 

Her grandchildren are Skylar 
Wiegard, and Kayla Spencer of 
Great Falls. 

Helen was born Nov.14, 1946 
in Townsend. She attended school 
in Townsend and Chinook, 
completing her education in Great 
Falls. She worked as a home 
health care provider until her 
illness forced her to retire. 

In her younger years, she 
enjoyed barrel racing with her 
horse, as well as rodeoing. She 
loved doing leatherwork, ceramics 
and fancy handwork. She always 
had a love of animals, including 
her horses, dogs, llamas, birds, 
and registered rabbits she raised. 
She also enjoyed fall canning and 
baking. 

She was preceded in death by 
an infant sister, Caroline. 

Memorials are suggested to the 
Westside Methodist' Church or the 
donor's choice. 



CAROL JESSIE HOLE 

Born: October 2, 1921 - Died: October 26, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

October 30, 2002 

Carol Hole 
Carol Jessie Hole, age 81, died 

early Saturday morning October 
26, 2002 at the Uberty County 
Nursing Home in Chester. She 
had been a resident at the nursing 
home for the past 41 years. 

Ci;irol was born October 2, 1921 
at Lexington, Kentucky. Her 
parents were Samuel Alan Hole 
and-Lela W. Glynch, and she was 
the eldest of two daughters. 
Injuries zt birth affected her motor 
skills, so she was unable to attend 
public schools. She did, however, 
receive personal tutoring at home 
and she was a good learner. As a 
child she loved to hear poetry; she 
memorized two of her favorite 
poems, "About Ben Adhem" by 
Leigh Hunt, and "The Swing" by 
Robert Louis Stevenson, which 

, she could recite into her later 
years. 

Carol lived with' her parents in 
Shelby, Montana for many years. 
They were visiting a friend at the 
Chester rest home in 1961, and 
Carol fell in love with the facility 
and staff. She moved to the 
nursing home that same year. The 
staff has been her dearly loved 
extended family since. 

----carOienioye-dknltting and 
stamp collecting in her early 
years. She loved to travel and 
always looked forward to trips and 
outings with her folks. She had a 
wide circle of friends in Shelby 
and Chester, and loved to be with­
people and be part of special 
events. Carol had a terrific 
memory for people, phone 
numbers, and addresses. 
Throughout her many years of 
disability and illness, she always 
remained cheerful, outgoing and 
loving-and she was loved in 
return. 

Carol's mother died in 1963 and 
.h~f~r died' 197L!~ro~ly ~ 
~~s <ft~ .... . ~~ ~~n .'. 

Peterson of Cedar Rapids, Iowa; 
two nieces Brooke Peterson and 
Wendy Peterson-Roiz; two 
nephews Jeffrey and Roger 
Peterson; and three cousins: Alan 
Larson, Dr. Robert Coleman, and 
James Coleman. Her family is 
deeply grateful to the staff at 
Uberty County Nursing Home for 
their skills, devotion, and tender 
living care offered to Carol 
throughout the years. 

A memoria! services will be 
planned in early November at the 
nursing home. Carol's ashes will 
be buried with her folks in Shelby. 
Arrangements by Rockman 
FuneralHome, Chester. A funeral 
notice will follow at a later date. 



MARIE BARBARA (HUBER) JACKSON 

Born: April, 1 909 - Died: May 9" 2002 

Liberty County Times 

May 15, 2002 

Marie Barbara (Huber) Jackson 
was born to I.G. and Cecelia 
Huber, the 6'" of 8 d1iIdren, in April 
1909, in Haddam Kansas. In her 
early teens, the family moved to 
Portland, OR where she met and 
married Russell Jackson on 
February 18,1928. 

Thai' first child. Palsy, was born 
May 17, 1932. A son. Thomas was 
born January 23,1937, and died 
when he was 3 days old. 

.During World War II, Marie 
worked as a welder at the Oregon 
Shipyards in Portland, Or. 

In 1943, the family moved back 
to Montana, Russell's home state. 
They bought a smaU farm near 
Ronan. Early in 1945}hey again 
moved. this time to the original 
Jackson homestead, north of 
Rudyard. They farmed in the 
Rudyard area until their retirement 
in Whitefish in 1962. Their final 
home was in the Belt, Great Falls 
vicinily. 

Where their daughter moved to 
Ennis, during 1988, they were 
translened to Bozeman, until their 
need for more care, and then 
moved to the Madison Valley 
Manor in Ennis. Russell C:Iied in 
July 1993. Marie remai1ed at the 
manor until her passing May 
9,2002 at the age of 93. 

During her. lifetime she enjoyed 
d8f.!Cin9, catiI PlaYing (Pinochle), 

. • ~ •• . _~ _ __ _ ___ __ 0._- _ __ •. _. 

" sewing and other handwork. She 
also liked to go fishing, from their 
boat on Fresno Reservoir. 

She is survived by her daughter 
Patsy Long of Havre, 6 
grandchildren; Tom of Williston, 
NO. Steve in the Seattle Wa area, 
Jeanine of Berkley Ca. Scott in 
Seattle Wa. Terry of Campbell CA, 
and Collin in Chicago, there are 
11 great grandchildren, and 1 
great great grandchild: also a 
sister Beatrice, and a brother John 
of Portland, Or. 

She was preceded in death by 
her parents, 2 brothers, 3 sisters 
her son and a great 
granddaughter. 

Cremation has taken place with 
services to be held at a later date. 

Marie Jackson 
Marie Barbara (Huber)'Jackson, : 

age 93, formerly of RuclYard, died : 
May 9th at the Madison Valley 
Manor in Ennis, Montana. 

A Memorial Mass will be 1:00 . 
p.m. Monday (July 1 st) at Our ­
Lady of Ransom Catholic Church · 
in Hingham. Burial of ashes will : 

'. follow at the Rudyard Cemetery. : 
Arrangements by Rockman ' 
Funeral Chapel, Chesler. 

Survivors include her daughter, : 
Patsy Long of Havre; a brother ' 
and sister, John Huber and : 
Beatrice Mertes, both of Portland, : 
Oregon; six grandchildren; 11 : 
great-grandchildren; and one ' 
great-great-granddaughter. She · 
was preced in death by her 
husband (Russell) and a son ' 
(Thomas). 



EDNA MAE (LEE) JOY 
Birth: January 1 5, 1921 - Death: December 26, 2002 

Liberty County Times 
January 1 - June 4, 2003 

(Brown) Lee at Boswell, OK. The 
family followed work in many 
states. Edna settled in Havre, MT . 
in 1954 and wofked at the Park ' 
Hotel as a maid for many years. 
On October 3, 1959, she married 
Fred R. Joy in Havre. The couple 
farmed for 23 years (16 miles 
north of Joplin) until Fred died, at 
which time Edna moved to Havre, 
MT. 

Edna enjoyed fishing and gar­
dening. She was a member of the 
Eagles Club. 

She was preceded in death by 
her parents; her husband Fred 
Joy September 3, 1982; one 

Ed M J brother. and one half-sister 
na ae ,OY .. SQe is survived by daughters 

d~ EddIlTha.M~d··~9,Y.··D~14~~~I~t~~u.,~~.2n E. ~el· · ~~~f~' 3e
f ~~nde, vre, O~R!' 

I,e urs ay ecerTIuer 26,E;\.Iht l ... . n a La , .a , • 

2002 at a Havre care facility of Uncia Drong of Rock Springs. WY; 
natural causes. Cremation has six great-grandchildren; and eight 
taken place. great-great-grandchildren. 

A Memorial Service will take Memorials in Edna's honor may 
place at a later date. Services and be made to the Northern Montana 
arrangements are under the di- Care Center Chapel Fund. P. O. 
raction of the Holland and Bonine Box 1231, Havre, MT 59501; or 
Funeral Home. to a person's choice . 
. Edna was born January 15, 

1921 to James and Rosezetta 



HOMER BURTON KINYON 

Born: January 10, 1912 - Died: Apr~J _ 15, 2002 

Homer Kinyon 
Homer Burton Kinyon was born 

at Galata, Montana on January 10, 
1912. He was one of six children 
of May Pegg and James Kinyon. 
Homer grew up at Galata and 
received his formal education 
there. In the years that followed he 
worked as a farmer at Galata , 
Joplin, and Kalispell. 

Homer was married four times 
during his life. His first wife was 
Ethel Markuson; they were 
married at Galata on December 
28. 1931. Ethel died in 1945. 
Homer married Eldora Lalum on 
November 13, 1945 at Polson. 
Eldora passed away in 1987. Wife 
#3 was Sylvia Hartsock, whom he 
married on November 8, 1987 at 
Columbia Falls. Sylvia died in 
1992. Homer's fourth wife was 
Andrea J. Bubnash. They were 
married in Chester on January 7, 
1997. Andrea survives h~m. 

Throughout his life Homer lived 
at Galata. Kalispell, Joplin, 
Columbia Falls, and Chester. In 
his later years he wintered in 
Arizona. In addition to working 42 
years as a Montana farmer, Homer 
drove schOQI buses in I!'\verness, 
Whitefish, and Joplin. He drove 
bus for the Joplin School system 
from 1952 to 1973. During that 21-
year span, he drove 310,000 
accident-free miles! Also during 
that time period, Homer worked 
four years at the Joplin school 
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library. When he officially retirea 
from farming in 1974, he and 
Eldora spent the ir summers 
working for the State Parks system 
at Flathead and Thompson lakes. 

Homer w,as,_ qaptized ~and 
cor,firmed'iffltie:tiltheranw, 

_~as~ a lOn gtime meml:)~r bf 
Lutheran Church in Joplin. He was 
also a member of the Joplin' 
Farmers Union and served on its 
Board of Directors for 20 years. He 
also served as President of the 
Joplin TV District at its early 
inception. 

Homer loved to travel. He had 
visited American Samoa, the 
Philippines, Alaska, Arizona, and 
other states. Following Sylvia's 
death in 1992, he moved back to 
the Hi-Line community. He lived at 
the Sweet Grass Lodge 'in 
Chester, and then moved to the 
Prairie Homes Apartments 
following his marriage to Andrea. 
When his health failed in 1999, he 
transferred to the Liberty County 
Nursing Home. Homer died at the 
Chester hospital on Monday 
afternoon April 15, 2002. He was 
90 years old. 

His hobbies were many. In his 
younger days he enjoyed hunting, 
fishing, trapping, baseball, and 
softball. In later years he liked 
bowling and horseshoes. A lifelong 
lover of music, Homer played the 
organ, piano, violin, electronic 
keyboard, and accordion. During 
his years in the Flathead Valley, 
Homer raised beautiful gardens 
especially roses and tomatoes; he 
also operated a Christmas tree 
farm. He loved people and always 
tried to maintain a positive attitude · 
to stay "young at heart. h 

In addition to his wife Andrea 
Kinyon of Chester, Homer is 
survived by three daughters: 
Esther May and husband Can of 
Joplin, Myrna Orme and husband 
Bill of Seattle, Washington, and 
Eldora Rosling and husband 
Bernie of Lakeside; one foster son 
Evan Mueller of California; 12 

grandchildren; 23 great-grana­
children; two brothers, Brondle 
Kinyon of Shelby, and Ray Kinyon 
·of Chester; and numerous 
nephews and nieces. Homer is 
also survived by four step-children 
(Andrea's family): Angie Nace of 
Lewisville, Texas, Andy Russell of 
Montesano, Washington, Bob 
Russell of Phoenix, Arizona, and 
Robin Russell of Billings. 

Homer was preceded in death 
not only by his parents and wives, 
but also by one son James, two 
brothers Vern and Olen, and a 
great-granddaughter. In addition 
Homer's only Sister, Maggie 
McSwEjeney of Oelwein, Iowa, 
F ied this past Monday,: two hours 

" 'after Homer. "'-
~L--1_ .. ~ ___ -__ . _' ,. I~>t:.;;._· 

Funeral services were 
conducted at 10:00 am Saturday 
April 20. 2002 at St. Mary's 
CatholiC Church in Chester by 
Father Joe Diekhans. Readers 
were Susan VanDessel and 
Shana Rosling. Eulogist was 
Bernie Rosling. Christy Fossen 
served as pianist and Raena 
Fossen sang "How Great Thou 
Art, n "Amazing Grace," and "As the 
Deer." Pallbearers were Homer's 
grandchildren. A luncheon 
followed at the church. 

Graveside services were 
conducted at 4:30 pm Saturday al 
the Conrad Memorial Cemetery in 
Kalispell by Bill Orme. 

Arrangements by Rockmar 
Funeral Chapel, Chester. 

Memorials will be given to thE 
Liberty County Nursing Home 0 , 

Joplin Memorial Park. 



JACOB J. "CLYDE" KLEINSASSER 

Born: April 21, 1954 - Died: June 4 2002 , 
Liberty County Times 

June 1 2, 2002 

Jacob Kleinsasser 
Jacob J. "Clyde" Kleinsasser, 

age 48, of the Riverview Hutterite 
Colony south of Chester, died 
Tuesday morning June 4, 2002 at 
the scene of a road grader 
accident. 

Funeral services were 12:15 pm 
Thursday June 6th . at the 
Riverview Colony Church. Burial 
followed at Riverview Colony 
Cemetery. Arrangements by 
Rockman Funeral Chapel 
Chester. ' 

Clyde was born on April 21, 
1954 at the Miller Colony near 
Choteau, Montana. He was one of 

· 14 children born to Jacob and 
Rebecca (Wipf) Kleinsasser. At 
age 7 he moved to the Sagecreek 
Colony north of Chester. Where he 
received his formal education. In 
1980 he transferred to the 
Riverview Colony where he 
worked as the colony plumber. On 
July 7, 1985 he married his 

beloved wife Susanna A. Hofer. 
They have made their home at 
Riverview from that time on. 
. T~e. colony men were recently 

digging water lines. Clyde was ·in 
charge of the project On Tuesday 
.morning he was driving a grader 
up Moffit Bridge Road. Near the 
top of the ridge the grader stalled 
out; Clyde tried to control the 
machine as it careened in reverse 
?own ttie hill. Unfortunately, the 
graderleft the roadway and tipped 
over into Basin Coulee. Clyde died 
instantly as he was pinned in the 
cab. Basin Couiee is 
approximately 21 miles south of 
Chester in Liberty County. 

Clyde loved his job and was 
always a serious worker. He was 
an outgoing man who developed 
many friendships. He loved to visit 
wi.th people and will be greatly 
missed by everyone, especially his 
family. 

In addition to his wife Susie, 
Clyde is . survived by his parents, 

_._ ---.-- _._ - - ---_._-- ---- .. 

Jacob and Rebecca Kleinsasser of 
Riverview; five brothers: Paul, and 
Jonathan Klei nsasser of 
Sagecreek, and Joe, Dan, and 
John Kleinsasser of Riverview; 
seven · sisters: Rebecca Wipf of 
Baildon, Moose Jaw, Sask., Judy 
Hofer of Raymond, Alberta, Esther 
and Sarah Hofer · of Sagecreek, 
Elizabeth and Lydia Hofer of 
Riverview, and Mary Kleinsasser 
of Riverview; mother-in-law 
Rachel Hofer of Sagecreek; and 
numerous in-laws, nephews, and 
nieces. 

Clyde was preceded in death by 
his father-in-law Andy P. Hofer of 
Sagecreek; and his sister Susie J. 
Kleinsasser of Riverview on Dec. 

1 21 ,2001 . 

SAFELY HOME 
I am home in heaven, dear ones; 
Oh so happy and so bright! 
There is perfect joy and beauty 
In this everlasting light. 
All the pan and grief is over, 

Every restless tossing passed; 
I am now at peace forever, 
Safely home in heaven at last. 
Did you wonder I so calmly 
Trod the valley of the shade? 
Oh, bul Jesus' love illumined 
Every dark and fearful glade. 
And he came Himself 10 meet 

me 
In that way so hard to tread. 
And with Jesus' arm to lean on, 
Could I have one doubt or 

dread? 
Then you must not grieve so 

sorely, 
For I love you dearly still. 
Try to look beyond earth's 

shadows, 
Pray to trust our Father's will . 
There is work still waiting for you 
So you must not idly stand ; 
Do it now, while life remaineth 
you shall rest in Jesus' land 

. When that work is all completed, 
He will gently call you home; 
Oh, the rapture of that meeting, 
Oh, the joy to see you come. 



BETTY L. (DRAEGER) KNUTSON 

Born: April 13, 1947 - Died: April 13, 2002 

Great Falls Tribune 

April 19, 2002 

Betty L. Knutson 
. HAVRE - Former schoolteacher 

Betty L. (Draeger) Knutson, 54, 
died of cancer Saturday at her 
home in Sun City West, Ariz. 

A prayer vigil service is 7 p:m. 
Sunday at St. 
Jude Catholic 
Church in Havre. 
Funeral Mass is 2 
p.m. Monday at 
St. Jude, with bur­
ial in Highland 
Cemetery. Hol­
land and Bonine 

Knutson Funeral Home of 
Havre is in charge 

of arrangements. 
Survivors include her husband, 

Ron Knutson of Havre and Sun 
City West; a ' daughter, Jacinte 
Knutson of Phoenix; her parents, 
Alfred and LaVeam Draeger of 
Havre; and sisters Marilyn Wojtow­
ick of Havre, Pat Thomas of Keller, 
Te~~s, and Rita Zuehlsdorff of Bat­
tlelake, Minn . . 

She is aiso survived by a niece 
and five nephews. 

. Betty was born April 13, 1947, to 
Alfreq and LaVeam (Frey) Draeger. 
She attended Gra'inbelt Elementary 
School north of Havre. After gradu­
ating .from Havre High School in 
1965,' she attended ' Northern Mon­
tana College for two years. She re­
ceived a bachelor of arts degree in 
home economics and science from 
Montana State University. 

On April 19, 1970, she manied 
Roland "Ron" Knutson of Gildford 
Mont. They resided in Sunburst: 
where she t;;lUght home economics 
~or one year .. The following year, they 
moved to Gildford, where she tben 
taught science and home economics. 

In March of 1974, a daughter 
Jacinte, was born. Betty and Ro~ 
decided she would quit teaching 
and stay at. home and raise their 
daughter. She was also involved in 
helping Ron With the farmiIig. Six 
years later, they nioved to Havre, 
where she was a homemaker. For 
the past 10 years, she enjoyed the 
warm winters in Arizona. She es­
pecially enjoyed spending time 
with her friends and family. She al. 
so lovell gardening. home decorat­
ing and attending sporting events. 

Betty was a member of St. Jude 
Catholic Church. 

Memorials in Betty's honor may be 
made to Havre Public Schools Edu­
cation Foundation, Box 7791, Havre, 
MT 59501; St. Jude Catholic Church 
~24 Fourth Street, Havre. MT 59501; . 
SIr to a charity of onl:!'schoice. 



IlA B. (MYERS) KOSSEl 

February 23, 1920 - Died: June 11, 2002 
~ "' 

Born: 

lIa Kossel 
lIa B. Kossel was born February 

23, 1920 on the family homestead 
near Reedpoint, Montana. She 
was the only daughter and 
youngest of three children born to 
Ira and Myrtle (Tucker) Myers. 
She received her early schooling 
at Reedpoint. The Myers family 
eventually moved to Kalispell, so 
lIa finished her formal education 
at Flathead County High School. 

She married Oren Stearns in 
1937 at Kalispell. The product of 
this marriage was a daughter 
Ardith, and a son Larry, who died 
in infancy. The Stearns lived in 
Tacoma, Washington, where 
Oren worked in the shipyards 
during World War II. They 
returned to the Flathead Valley in 
1944. Both lIa and Oren worked 
in real estate sales during those 
early construction years of the 
Hungry Horse Dam. Their 
marriage ended in divorce in 
1949, so lIa moved to Shelby. 

Liberty County Times 
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Her second husband was John 
K. Kossel, whom she married on 
April 19, 1952 at <:;onrad. They 
made their home in Chester 
where they worked in the tavern 
business; they managed the 
Golden West Bar & CafE from 
1953-1955. In 1955 the Kossels 
purchased Sully's Bar in Galata. 
lIa ran the restaurant at Sully's for 
many years before they closed it 
down. They continued to operate 
the bar in Galata until 1994, when 
they sold the business, retired, 
and purchased a home in 
Chester. After 47 years of 
marriage, husband John died in 

~~este!.E!:U?~.~~!!1be.~.27, 19~~.:.. 
Valier to live near her 
granddaughter Kay. In April of 
2002 lIa developed blood clots in 
her legs, so she transferred to the 
Ponder Medical Center in Conrad 
for extended care. She died at the 
Conrad nursing facility on 
Tuesday evening June 11, 2002 
at the age of 82 years. 

lIa enjoyed canning and 
cooking; her family will always 
remember her wonderful pickles, 
jams, and homemade potato 
soups. lIa loved family dinners, 
gatherings, and holidays, 
especially those quality times with 
her grandchildren. Although IIa 
and John were dedicated to their 
business, they did take several 
memorable trips to the West 
coast, the Seattle World's Fair, 
and Disneyland. 

Survivors include her daughter 
Ardith "Tinkey" Cushing of 
Chester; two step-daughters: 
Bonnie Aman and Donna Hellwig, 
. .- - - -. 

both Of Portland, Oiegon;rwe­
grandchildren: Leslie Vaskey, 
Robbie Cushing, Jim Cushing, 
Ken Cushing, and Kay Boumans; 
nine great-grandchildren; one 
great-great-granddaughter; two 
brothers: J. Ray Myers and wife 
Vi, and Melvin Myers and wife 
Wilma, all of Kalispell; and 
numerous nieces and nephews. 
lIa was preceded in death by her 
husband, son, and parents. 

Memorial services were 11 :00 
am Friday June 14, 2002 at Our 
Savior's Lut.heran Church in 
Chester, with Pastor Peter 
Erickson officiating. Special vocal 
music by Anne Seidlitz-Melton 
was "He,· and Rock 
Svennungsen sang "How Great 
thou Art. " The congregatiOn sang 
• Amazing Grace" accompanied 
by pianist Stanleigh Barbie. A 
special closing number was 
"Mariah.· Ushers were great­
grandsons Adam Vas key and 
Mason Cushing. Memorial 
bearers were listed as "all of IIa's 
lady friends throughout the 
years. " A luncheon followed at the 
church. Arrangements were by 
Rockman Funeral Chapel of 
Chester. 

I.t was IIa's wish to becrl~mated. 
Her ashes wiJI be buried with John 
at the C. E. Conrad Memorial 
Cemetery in Kalispell. 



NORMA L. (SANVIK) LAFRANCE 

Born: January 27, 1929 - Died: Jul~ , 21, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

August 14, 2002 

Norma (Sanvik)' 
LaFrance 

Norma L. LaFrance, age 73. 
passed away Sunday July 21. 
2002 at Immanuel Lutheran Home 
in Kalispell. 

She was born January 27 ; 1929 
in Rudyard to Ole and Lena 
Sanvik. She attended school in 
Rudyard and moved to Kalispell 
in 1945. finishing her last two 
years of high school there. 

She married Robert LaFrance 
on May 6. 1950 and they were ' 
married 52 years. 

Norma spent most of her life as 
a homemaker and also took care 
of children. Her hobbies were 
cooking. baking. and most of all. 
she loved embroidery work. 

Norma is survived by her 
husband Robert; two daughters; 
eight grandchildren; great­
grandchildren; one sister Lillian 
DeMartin of Rudyard; one brother 
Robert Sanvik; and ' numerous 
nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death by 
her parents, one sister Agnes; and 
three brothers: Oris. Selmer and 
Obert Sanvik ------.. - ---

Graveside servlceswereheldat 
Glacier Memorial Gardens &t 
11:00 am ThursciayJ~\y25,2002. 

Memorials may be made te) 

Immanuel Lutheran Home or to 
Bethlehem Lutheran Home. 



DELORES ELAINE (BREKKE) LAKEY 
Born: September 8, 1928 - Died: Janu~ry 19, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

February 20, 2002 

Delores Lakey 
Delores Elaine (Brekke) 

Lakey was born on September 
8th, 1928 at Browning, 
Montana. She was one of three 
children born to Ole and Ruby 
Brekke. Delores grew up in 
Browning and Cut Bank, and 
received her formal education 
at Cut Bank. 

She met Charles McKelvey; the 
product of their relationship was 
two children. After they separated, 
Delores and the two kids moved 
to the Chester community where 
she worked as a caregiverl 
housekeeper for the Lakey family. 
While here, Delores met Gordon 
Eli Lakey, and th~y were married ' 
in 1-955. They lived and worked 
on the Lakey farm north of 
Chester. The Lakey's had three 
more children, so they raised a 
family of five. 

In the early 1970's, Delores' 
he~lth failed. She required 
extended care, so she lived in 
nursing homes at Galen, Chester 
and Havre in the years that 
followed. Her husband, Gordon, 
died in 1973. 

The three Lakey daughters 
were living in Oregon, so they 
moved Delores to Portland in 
1984. She resided at the Park 
Forest Care Center for the past 
eight years. She died there on ' 
S,aturday -~January 19th, 2002). 
D'elores was 73 years old. 

• . In her ' )'-olinge'j-- yea'rs -she 
enjoyed dancing. In later years 
she enjoyed most nursing home 
activities, especially bowling and 
BINGO. She loved having her 
children and grandchildren near by 
for visits. She will be missed by 
her family, including the staff at 
Park Forest Care Center. 

Survivors are her son, Vaughn 
"Duffy" McKelvey of Pablo, MT; her 
four daughter.s, Roxana 
(McKelvey) Mangold of Havre, 
Bonita Dewberry of Myrtle Creek, 
Oregon, Charlotte Johnson of 
Canyonville, Oregon and Debbie 

Banducci of Canyonville, Oragon; 
14 grandchildren (including 
Marisa, Betina, Sereta, and Tom 
Mc Kelvey, Casey Staples; 
Casandra, Tina and Ross 
Dewberry; Jeremiah, Jessica, 
Joseph and Joanna Johnson; and 
Christina and Carrie Banducci); 
and numerous nephews and 
nieces. Delores was preceded in 
death by her husband, parents 
and two siblings (Barbara 
Sarsfield and Galen Brekke). 

The body was cremated in 
Portland and her ashes will be 
buried in the family plot at the 
Chester Cemetery: A memorial 
service to celebrate Delores' life 
will be held in July (an additional 
notice will be published in the 
paper at that time.) Local 
arrangements by Rockman 
Funeral Chapel. 



CARLOS F. LIVERS 
Born: 1927 - Died: December 30,; ,2002 

Great Falls Tribune 
January 3, 2003 

- - ------ ---- --- - - ~----

Carlos F. Livers 

BOZEMAN - Bozeman native, 
former Boeing manag­

~ er and Navy veteran 
~ Carlos F_ Livers, 75, 

died Monday at a Boze­
man care center after a long ill­
ness. 

A memorial service is 2 p.m. 
Saturday at Dahl Funeral Chapel 

livers 

in Bozeman. 
. Survivors 
include his wife, 
Elaine Livers of 

, Bozeman; daugh­
ters Linda Mon­
son of Bozeman 
and Sue Sailer of 
Chester; a son, 
Tom Livers of 
Helena; his 

father, Joe Livers of Seattle; a 
brother, Jun Livers of Roseburg, 
Ore.; seven grandchildren and 
one great-grandchild. 

Ad'ditional survivors include 

Livers 
in 1945 

sons-in-law Gene 
Monson of Boze­
man and Bruce 
Sailer of Chester; 
a daughter-in­
law, Ellen Livers 
of Helena; and a 
sister-in-law, 
Marian Livers of 
Roseburg, Ore. 

His grandchil-
dren are: Michael 

Monson of Bozeman; Kaci Mon­
son of Denver, Colorado; Joshua 
(Erin, daughter Kiera) Brown of 
Eureka; Rebekah Brown of 
'Spokane, Washington; Jennifer 
Brown of Bozeman; Joe Livers of 
Helena; and Sarah Livers of Hele-
na. 

-- ---fheson of JOeandMariU;~--
ers, Carlos was born and raised in 
Bozeman, where he was active in 
Scouts and grew up fishing and 
hunting, which he enjoyed 
throughout his life. He skied com­
petitively for Gallatin County 
High School and Montana State 
College and won numerous titles. 

At 17, he enlisted in the U.S. 
Navy, and upon his return from 
the South Pacific in 1946, Carlos 
married Elaine Hammerstrom of 
East Helena. 

Carlos received his B.S. and his 
M.S. in mathematics from Mon­
tana State College. He taught 
math at Roundup High School 
from 1950 to 1957, where he also 
coached boys' JV basketball. 

In 1957, Carlos joined the Boe­
ing Co. in Seattle, Washington. 
The Livers family moved to N€.w 
Orleans, Louisiana, in 1962 with 
Boeing's Saturn V booster rocket 
contract from NASA. In 1967, he 
moved to Cocoa Beach, Florida, 

. to manage telemetry and other 
computer services for Boeing's 
Gemini and Apollo contracts. He 
returned to Seattle iri 1973 at the 
end of the Apollo program, con­
tinuing his career with BCS. Car­
los suffered a serious stroke and 
retired from Boeing in 1991. The 
couple returned to Bozeman in 
1998. 

Carl was preceded in death by 
his mother, Mary Furhman Liv­
ers, in 2000. 

Memorials may be sent to 
Bozeman Firefighters Associa­
tion, P.O. Box 1230, Bozeman 
59717-1230. 



H. LYLE MANSFIELD 

Born: April 10, 1926 - Died: Augu~t 5, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

H. Lyle Mansfield 
H. lyle Mansfield was born April -

10 1926 on the family homestead 
3t)'miles north of Joplin'; Montana. 
He was the only son of two 
children born to Herbert and Effie 
(Branner) Mansfield. lyle rece~ 
his education at Havre. graduallng 
from high school in 1944. While 
working as a lineman for a power 
company near Wolf POint, he met 
his wife-lo-be. Rosemary 
Sorensen. They were married at 
her home near McCabe, Montana 
on September 5, 1948. They 
returned to the Mansfield farm at 
Joplin where they worked and 
raised a family of five. The 
Mansfields moved into Joplin in 
1964 and continued to farm until 
their retirement in 1988. 

lyle was diagnosed with cancer 
in 1991. He moved to the Liberty 
County Nursing Home in January 
of 2001. Although he battled a 
long, Qard fight. he succumbed to 
cancer on this past Mon(fay 
morning August 5, 2002 at the 
Chester rest home. He was 76 
years old. 

August 14, 2002 

In addition to farming, LYle ran -
'Mansfield's Upholstery' In Joplin 
for several years. He wasn't afraid 
of hard work and he practiced 
perfection in most of his self-taught 
endeavors. An inventive man, Lyle 
could fix most anything. be It 
mechanical. electrical or plumbing. 

He enjoyed fishing and 
camping. In his laterye~ he lik~ 
to watch television - hIS favorite 
shows were "The Price Is Right" 
and -Johnny Carson." He also 

, e~joyed NASCAA r~cing and the 
Discovery Channel. On a personal 
note. ,lyle enjoyed the solitude 

' whlle- : _~mOl5.il'\9.J)i$ _ pipe -an"d' h&!. 
lo,vea- -10 .give: --hugs tonis! 
grandchildren. 

The Mansflelds made several 
,. mem~rabJe -trJpstoHaWaii,San 
. Diego, and Washirigto~, ~C 
during their 54 years of mamed hfe 
together. . 

Lyle is survived by his WIfe 
Rosemary of Joplin; one daughter 
Cheri Swank and husband Scott 
of Chester; four-sons: lyle "lanny" 
Manstiekl and wife Maryot Shelby, 
Mike Mansfield and wife Shirley of 
Billings, Bruce Mansfield and wife 
Trudy of Joplin, and Dean 
Mansfield of San DIego, California; 
ten grandchildren: Ami, Nathan 
(and Megan), laura (and Jason). 
Kris, Jenni'fer. Jeromy, Melissa 
(and Ayan), Katie. Michael. and 
Jean (and Gre·g); five great­
grandchildren: Paige. Mallory. 
Gavin, Kellen. and Kavan; and 
numerous nieces, nephew, 
cousins, and in-laws. 

Lyle was preceded in death by 
his parents. and his sister Evelyn 
Fourage. 

- ----=Fo-u-n-e-ra:--.I- ----s-e-rv--ic-e:-:-s'--w-e-re--­
conducted at 2"00 pm Thursday 
August 8, 2002 at Bethel Lutheran 
Church in Joplin by Pastor Dale 
Wotery. Christy Fossen served as 
pianist and Marcus Jochim sang. _ 

-Beyond the Sunset,· "How Great 
Thou Art." and "Green, Green 
Grass of Home." Ushers were 
t:.Ioyd Wotery and Jerry Thorson. 
Pallbearers included Nathan 
Mansfield, Ryan WlCkum, Michael 
Swank, Jeromy Mansfield, Jason 

. McKee, and Doug Moore. 
Honorary bearers were Fred 
Shore. Wayne Wolery. and all of 
the CNAs at the Uberty County 
Hospital and Nursing Home. 
Following burial at the Joplin 
Cemetery. a luncheon was held at 
KjosHaU. 

Arrangements by Rockman 
Funeral Chapel. Chester. 
Memorials will be given to the 
Joplin Memorial Park. 



DR. ROBERT C. McCROSKEY IV 

Birth: December 2 , 1966 - Death: October 26, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

November 13, 2002 

Dr. Robert C'. 
McCroskey IV 

Dr. Robert C. McCroskey, 60, 
Havr~ physician died Saturday 
October 26, 2002 at his home of 
cancer. Cremation has taken 
place. A memorial service was 
held 2 .p.m. Saturday November 
2, 2002 at the Havre High School 
Auditorium. A fellowship f0i1owed 
the memorial service in the foyer 
of the auditbrium. A private family 
burial was planned at the Black 
Hills National Cemetery. 
Memorials in Dr. McCroskey's 
honor may be made to the: 
Northern Montana Medical 
Group, CIO K. Richardson, P.O. 
,Box 1231, Havre, MT 59501; or 
Montana State University 
Northern Fbundatibn, College of 
Education, P.O. Box 7751, Havre, 
MT 59501. 

Services and arrangements 
were under the direction of 
Holland & Bonine Funeral Home . . 

----or. McCroskey~ was born­
December 2, 1941 in Ann Arbor, 
MI and raised in Rapid City, SO . 

. He graduated High School in 
1959 and completed his 
undergraduate work at the' 
University of Wyoming in Laramie 
in 1962. He attended medical 
school at the University of South 
Dakota from 1962 to 1964, and 
at Temple University from 1964 to 
! 966. He completed his internship 
In Albuquerque, NM from 1966 to 
1967. 

He married Mary Lynn 
November 2, 1968. They had two 
children, Rob and Kim. 

Dr. McCroskey served two 
years in the United States Army 
in Vietnam and was honorably 
discharged as, a Captain on 
September 7, 1969. He 
~ompleted 'his residency ff6ri\ 
~969 to·1972 in Albuquerque. ; 

He joined the Havre Clinic and 
moved to Havre in 1972. His 
activities at Northern Montana 
Hospital included Chief of Staff of 
NMH, Northern Montana Care 
Center Medical Director, and 
served on the Hospital Board. 

His favorite hobby was fly­
fishing on the reservoirs 
surrounding Havre. 

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, and one brother 
William McCroskey. 

He is survived by his wife Mary 
. McCroskey of Havre, MT; one son 
; Robert "Rob" McCroskey of 
, Chicago, IL, and his fiancE Shari 

Ostrom of St. Paul, MN; dau~hter 
Kim and her husband Jon Tripp 
of Billings, MT; two grandchildren: 
granddaughter Kalysta Tripp and 

grandson Jon Tripp Jr. both of 
Billings, MT; one sister Patti and 
husband Ken Zenor of San 
Clemente, CA; and one brother 
John and wife Lydia McCroskey 
of Brenham, TX. 



CLARENCE CHARLES McDA~IEL 

Born: 1924 - Died: September 1 ~,' 2002 

Great Falls Tribune 

September 1 7, 2002 

~----~------- -----
Clarence Charles McDaniel 

HAVRE Army veteran 
Clarence Charles McDaniel, 78, a 

retired machinist 
for Burlington 
Northern Rail­
road, died of can­
cer Sunday at his 
home in Havre. 

A memorial 
service is 1 p.m. 
Wednesday at 

McDaniel First Baptist 
Church in Havre. 

Burial of ashes with mili-
8§ tary honors will take 
~ place in Highland Ceme­

tery, followed by a fel­
lowship luncheon at the 

VFW Club. Holland and Bonine Fu-
neral Home of Havre is in charge of 
arrangements. 

Survivors include his wife, Vir­
ginia McDaniel of Havre; a daugh­
ter, Myrna Christopherson of Saint 
Marys, Ga. ; a son, Thomas F. Mc­
Daniel of Havre; a sister, Joyce 
Tempel of Chester; a half-sister, 
Olive Svenson of Joplin; a half­
brother Jim Woods of Whitlash; six 
grandchildren and eight great­
grandchildren, 



HOWARD JAMES McQUIGG 
Born: March 9, 1916 - Died: December 1 5, 2002 

Liberty County Times 
January 8, 2003 

Howard McQuigg' 
Howard James McQuigg, . age:. 

86, passed away at Duarte, i 
California on December 15, 2002. : 

Howard was born in Chester, : 
Montana on March 9,1916 in the : 
house formerly known as the : 
Mary Lynn Hospital. Cottonwood ' 
Creek flowed by their home, so 
his mother jokingly told family and , 
friends that he carne 'down the 
Cottonwood in a basket.' 

, H6waid's father Jim McQuigg, 
:~(~~ a ,.tefegrapher for the Great 

?NdHhern Railroad. His mother 
'Mae,fHed on a claim 32-1/2 miles 
north ,of Chester. Because of 
health problems, the family 
mo~ed to Monrovia, California. 

, "/(,'l~ard, a graduate'orCal ' 
"State 'at Santa Barbara, became 
. a s~h'ool teacher. 
.. He married Ruth Verrilla on 
September 3, 1938. To this union 
five children were born. An infant 
soh passed away at birth'. 
; Howard worked as an engineer 
for the" gas company, retir.ing at 
ag~62, '. 

His real love was music and his 
piano ·Juriing business, which he 
contjni:.r~ to do until his eyesight ' 
failed:' He was a great supporter 
of music and the arts. 

A kind andg~ntle man, he loved 
Montana-the blue sky, open 
spaces, and the vast prairies. He 
returned with his family ;to their 
homestead each and every year 
until his failing he'8lth did' not 
aglow it. They 'wo'lJld visit the i 

families and neighbors that lived 
near their holdings very near to 
the Arnie Woods home, 

Howard was preceded in death 
by his parents, brother. and two 
sons . . 

Survivi~g, are his. wiIe ot.,64, 
yeari;~~~ti~4~.vb~}~r~)~jf; 
and' Mary Ann' andfheir. fainilies: 



GRACE (BROWN) MILLER 

Born: October 10, 1918 - Died: July 28, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

August 7, 2002 

Grace'Miller 
Grace (Br~wn)Miller, age 83, a 

retired Registered Nurse passed 
away Sunday at the Marias 
Medical Center in Shelby due to 
natural causes. Funeral services 
were 'held Thursday August 1, 
2002 at 11:00 am at the United 
Methodist Church in Shelby. BUrial 
with military honors was at 2:00 
pm Thursday at the Hillside 
Cemetery in Conrad. Visitation 
was Wednesday from Noon until 
9:00 pm at the Whitted Funeral 
Chapel. Memorials are suggested 
to the Montana Hope Project, 
Marias Care Center, or the 
Community United Methodist 
churCh building fund. 

Grace was born October 10. 
1918 at Great Falls to Elml3r and 
Rand! (Forseth) Brown. She went 
to the 8U' grade at Galata, 
graduating from Chester High 
SchoOl in 1935. She received her 
RN degree from the Deaconess 
HOSpital in Great Falls in 1939 and 
began her career at ttle . USPH 
Marine 'Hospital in Louisville, KY. 
Grace was a First Lt. Army Nurse 
during World War It from Nov. 4. 
1943 until Feb. 11, 1946,stationed 
at Fort Ord, California. 

After the service Grace married 
Frank (Bud) Miller on July 3, 1946 
at Butte. They moved to 
Washington st~ewhere both of 
their Children were bam. In 1950. 
thefamilv returned to Montana 
where Grace helped her husband 
with his radio and TV business In 

Conrad. Always seeking better 
opportunities for their son, they 
packed up and moved to South 
Dakota where Kirk could attend a 
special school tor physically and 
mentally handicapped children. 
There she retumecito her nursing 
career a~ the VA hospitals in Hot 
Springs. SO and Sturgis. SO. A Job 
transfer took then to New Mexico . 
in 1976. Grace continued to work 
at .the VA Hospital in Albuquerque 
until retiring in 1982. In 1992 they 
returned to Shelby to again be 
near family. 

Grace was a member of the 
Community United Methodist. 
chutchinShelby. Her hobbies and 
interests included Western histofy. 
geolOgy, hiking, dancing, hOt-air 
bal1ooOing, elder hoslel, seeing to 
her family's needs, and caring for 
her son Kirk for ,5?year~., . . ," ., " 
.. .. :SU·MYQf$jf\(;I~Qe~r~ughte.r .. , 
~~~~~~mit~w.~r.n~n·;:9f ,'p~'" 

Bank; ~son Kirk Irvin MiliEU' of 
Sh81by;sister MyrtleCunhingham 
of. C.ut Bank, and brother Irvin 
Brown of Whitlash. Grandchildren 
Include Valora Freeman and 
husband Mark otDillon; vanesSa 
Rapkoch and husband Geot of 
Great Falls; Will and Wyatt 
Wadman both of Cut Bani(; and 
great-granddaughter Janessa Ann 
Freeman. 

Grace's husband Bud Miller, 
sister June Clark, brother George 
BrOwni and granddaughterWlt10w 
Wadman, preceded her in death.' 



WILLIAM ALBERT "BERT" MONDY 

Born: December 17, 1923 - Died: September 1, 2002 

Great Falls Tribune & Liberty Coun'ty Times 

September 10 -18, 2002 

William 'Bert' Mondy 
William Albert Mondy, age 78 of 

: Idaho Falls,ldahodied September 
1, 2002 at his home following an 
extended illness. 

He was born December 17, 
1923 at the family home irfGalata. 
Mgntan~t~ JameS Mondy and 
Jessie Bell 'DeLong. He received 
his education in Galata and 
Chester. Montana. Wllllam,served 
in the US Army asa military 
policeman at the Presidio and in 
San Francisco from 1944 to 1946 
during World War U. . 

On July 6, 1944 he married 
Georgia Thielman in Galata. 

Mondy worked as a mechanic 
for 10 years. a truck driver for 10 
years, and was a bus dr'i'o!er forlhe 
JNEEL for 21y~ar-S~~,Mjl~diyeqi\ip' 
Monla~a frQ/1l'19lW.to ~95~~~t1~n ' 
he moved to Idaho,. He Jo9ged out 
bf northern Idaho. Riggins, and 
Salmon. He retired ;n'1986. 
" After retirement, 'William and 
Georgia spent winters in Yuma. 
Arizona. He was a member of the ' 
lutheran church. He was also a 
member of the American Legion 
in Riggins and Idaho Falls, the 
Eagles Lodge and a former 
member of ' the Bonneville County 
Sheriff's Mounted Posse. 

He played'the trombone, guitar, 
and organ. His hobby was 
woodcarving. and he enjoyed 
snowmobiling, hunting, fishing, 
and camping. William lovl!d 
playing Santa Claus foril;s 
grandchildren. He had a great 
sense of humor, was witty, made 
friends everywhere he went, and 
was very much loved by all. 

Survivors inClude his wife 
G~orgia Mondy of Idaho Falls; 
children: Dean and wife Barbara 
Mondy ot Thayne, Wyoming, 
Dennis and wife Deana Mondy of 
Idaho Falls, Idaho; Douglas and 
wife Kim Mondy of Helena, 
Montana; Dale Anne Mondy at 
Boise, Idaho; sisters Hazel Hunt 
of Salem. Oregon, Iva and 
husband John Sherrard of Great 
Falls, Montana; nine 
grandchildren: 11 great-
grandchildren. 

William was preceded in death 
by his parents; brothers Franklin 
and Elmer; sister Effie; and 
nephew Gary Mondy. 

Graveside services were held at 
2:00 pm Friday September 6, 2002 
at fielding memorial Park with 
milital)' honors by the Bonneville 
County Veterans Team. 

lhefamlly visited with friends on 
Friday from 12,:00 to 1:00 pm at 
Coltrin Mortuary In Idaho FaDs. 

The family suggest 
contributions be made to Hospice 
of Eastern Idaho, 1920 E17'" ST. 

=.!dah() Falls, 10. 

William 'Bert' Mondy 
IDAHO FALLS, Idaho - World 

War II veteran and Galata native 
William Albert "Bert" Mondy, 78, 

. , of Idaho Falls, Idaho, E who worked as a me­
chanic, truck driver and 
bus driver, died Sept. 1 at 

his home following an extended ill­
ness. 

Graveside services with military 
honors were held Friday at Field­
ing Memorial Park in Idaho Falls 
Coltrin Mortuary handled th~ 
arrangements . 

. Survivors include his wife, Geor­
gIa Mondy of Idaho Falls; children 
Dean. Mondy of Thayne, Wyo., 
DennIS Mondy of Idaho Falls, Dou­
glas Mondy of Helena and Dale 
Anne Mondy of Boise, Idaho; sis­
ters Hazel Hunt of Salem, Ore., and 
Iva Sherrard of Great Falls' nine 
grandchildren; and 11 great-irand-
children. ' 



GRETA (MORRISON) MORKRID 

Born: November 13, 1911 - Died: Jan~a.ry 2, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

Greta Morkrid 
Greta (Morrison) Morkrid was 

born on November 13, 1911 at 
Seattle, Washington. She was the 

· only child of William and Carrie 
• (Christianson) Morrison. She 
' grew up and received her 
· education in Seattle. Following 
. her graduation from the University 
of Washington, Greta taught high 
school for several years. She 
eventually took a job as secretary 
for the Engineering Dept. at the 

· . Univer~ity of Washington. 
Greta met a Montana farmer, 

Oliver C. Morkrid, who attended 
the Wilson Business College in 
Seattle. They were married in 
Seattle on March 3D, 1944. They 
returned to Montana and settled 
on the Morkrid farm south of Tiber. 
They raised their three sons in the 
Chester community and continued 
farming until their retirement in 
1970. They spent several winters 
in Seattle, Great Falls, Spokane, 
and Mesa, Arizona: Oliver died on' 
October 9, 1987. Greta remained 
on the family farm until 1993; when 
she moveS~,tq the Sweetgr;:1ss 
Lodge RetIrement Facility in 
Chester. (; ow. 

January 9, 2002 

~-- Greta~Toye~d9ood healfh;­
even into her later years. Many of. 
her family members were with her . 
this past fall to celebrate her 90th : 
birthday. Always a well-kept and 
classy lady, Greta maintained her 
sharp mind and independence. 
She enjoyed spending the 
Christmas holidays with family and 
friends, although she hadn't felt 
well during that time. On this past 
Wednesday morning January 2, 
2002, she was found dead in her 
apartment; she died. peacefully in, 

. . " { 

' 'her' sleep. . ', _~ ~ 
--Gfeta-was an active-memaer of;o, 

Our Savior's Lutheran Church and 
WELCA in Chester. She was also 
a long time member of the Chester 
Garden Club and the Liberty 
County Republican Women. For 

, over 25 years she was a supporter 
of the American Association of 
Universities in Spokane and Great 
Falls. 

In her younger years, Greta 
enjoyed art and music, and her 
favorite participating sport was 
tennis. She loved to read, 
especially historical novels, 
biographies, and non-fiction on a 
variety of subjects. Her -hobbies 
included flower gardening and 
photography, and she enjoyed 
collecting plates and cups-and­
saucers. Greta was fond of 
animals, mainly dogs and cats, 
and she loved her eight ' 
grandchildren. 

She is survived by her three 
sons and their families: Bill and 
Ella Morkrid of Chester and their 
chilpren Ray, Gail, and Angela; 
David Morkrid of Vernon Hills, 
Illinois and his children Wendy and 
Lisa; John and Cindy Morkrid of 
Kalispell and their children Mandy, 
Kimberly, and Nicholas; and three 
great-grandchildren: Paige and 
Summer Morkrid, and Braden 

Buehlman: Greta was-precedeaTrf 
death by her husband and 
parents. 

Funeral services were 
conducted at 2:00 pm Saturday 
January 5, 2002 at Our Savior's 
Lutheran Church in Chester by 
Pastor Peter Erickson. The 
congregational hymns were 
"Beautiful Savior," and "Faith of 

Our-Father;:-j(arer;-St~tk~as 
organist, Wayne Wardell sang 
"The Lord's Prayer," and the vocal 
du'et of Sue Violett and Wayne 
Wardell performed ' "What a Day 
That Will Be." Ushers were Shirley 
Peck and Jean Buffington. 
Pallbearers were Morton Skari, Bill 
Fraser, Sr., Kelly Christenot, Bill 
Fraser, Jr., Leonard Streit, and 
Pete Henderson. Honorary 
bearers were listed aS I' (?reta's 
friends in the Chester 'G,arden 
Club. 

Interment was at the Chester 
Cemetery. Acotiee hour followed 
at the church. Arrangements by 
Rockman Funeral Chapel. 

~. . . 



WILLIS EDGAR MYERS 

Born: July 7, 1930 - Died: April 43, 2002 

River Press-Fort Benton 

May 15, 2002 

'·-Wi['I.~edgfli 
~yers 

in charge of arra)}g~W~fs. ; . ';' 
" Willis was bprn>Iy.ly,7/l$J30 in. 
Great FaIJs ,to .Walt¢I'c, jJ1ldi ,Ruby 
lI.1Yer.i. He'a~~n4edgfadeschoQl in " 

. FlolVere~ and gradua;tedfr9lIff'ort 
;' B/!ntonjn,1949. Willis ent~athe 

', U~ted S~teS' ~j ,'in 1951 -Wd 
" served , in the -Korean.~Wardn, the 

_ -~t:~in~:;t:l~;;~~t~e~d 
: :the;K9~an~SeM~¢ Medal ~th;1lf.~ 
,:,~\?~~~~ce,~~~"p~rltJiil,~<~~~;" .­
:ttfBa~ge,ntfid thff tt1rited~~ti-ons ' 
+S~~~~ ,Me4~k ~t~i):he" s'¢ivi~e 



VICKIE REA NELSON 

Born: January 21, 1960 - Died: April, 13, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

April 1 7, 2002 

Vickie Nelson 
Vickie Rea Nelson was born on 

January 21, 1960 at Sidney. 
Montana. She was one of three 
children bam to Allen and Gloria 
(Frank) Nelson. Vickie received 
her early education at Glendive 
and Lewistown. Her family moved 
to Shelby in the early 1970's, so 
she finished her formal schooling 
there. 

(especially Pinochle and Rummy). 
Vickie collected angel and cow 
figurines and miniature pink and 
green dlij)ression glassware. She 
enjoyed her many houseplants 
and was an excellent cook. Her 
family will always remember her 
deliciOUS homemade pies. Vickie 

was a life long cat lover; her most 
recent feline pet was called "Otis." 
She also loved her family and 
called them on a regular basis. 

In 1979 Vickie married Scott They will miss her frequent phone 
McDonald at Shelby. They moved calls. 
to Richey where Vickie worked as Vickie's survivors include her 
a clerk at Big Sky Hardware. They two daughters: Sarah Cole and 
eventually moved back to Shelby husband Lenny of Chester, and 
where Vickie worked as a cook in Rebecca McDonald of Butte; three 
various community restaurants. grandchildren: Peyton, Jasmine 

The McDonalds had two and Ivan; one brotMrTodd Nelson 
daughters prior to their . marriage of Butte; one sister Penny Zuroff 
ending in divorce. and husband Mal of Richey;fiye 

In 1992 Vickie became a nephews/nieces: including Troy 
companion to Robert Wahl. They Nelson, Shane Keller, and 
moved to Chester in 1994. She Matthew, Tyler and Lindsay Zuroff; 
managed ''OJ's Golden Harvest and her significant other, Robert 
CafE" in Chester for five years Wahl of Chester. Vickie was 
then her health began to fail. She preceded in death by her parents. 
quite her management position, Funeral services were at 1 :00 
but continued to work part time as pm on Tuesday April 16th at Our 
a cook in several Chester Savior's Lutheran Church in 
restaurants About a year ago , Chester. Pastor -Pete Erickson 
Vickie became disabled due to officiated. Karen Stack served as 
complications of her diabetes. pianist and Anne Melton sang 
Including renal failure and dialysis. "May You Walk With Christ ". 
Still, she tried to stay active in the Vickie's favorite song, "The Wind 
Chester community. Beneath My Wings," was played 

This past Christmas Vickie as recorded by Bette Midler. 
entered the L,iberty County ', Pallbea'rers were Mal Zuroff, 
Hospita!. Her prognosis was poor, Shane Keller, Steve Babb, Todd 
but her'll strong will and courage , Nelson, Jerry Lamb, and Phillip 
helped her endure 100 days of ' Jeffrey. Honorary bearers were 
hospitalization. She ' died , listed as Vic Elliott, Ray Kinyon 
peacefully at the Chester Hospital and all of Vickie's old friends at the 
on the early morning of Saturday cafE. 
April 13, 2002 She was just 42 Internment was at the Chester 
years old. Cemetery; a coffee hour followed 

Vickie's hobbies were many. In at the church. Arrangements by 
her early years she enjoyed Rockman Funeral Chapel, 
crocheting, water-Skiing, fishing, Chester. 
and camping. In more recent years : 
she liked to play Keno and cards 



SUSANNA "SUSIE" HULL NICKOL 

Born: February 1, 1926 - Died: Ap~il 2, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

April 10, 2002 

Susie Nickol 
Susanna (Susie) H. Nickol, age 

76, a long time Ledger area farm 
wife, passed away Tuesday, April 
2, at a Great Falls Hospital. 

Visitation was Thursday at the 
Whitted Funeral Chapel with a 
rosary service at 7:30 pm that 
evening at 81. Michael's Catholic 
Church in Conrad. Funeral Mass 
was 11 :00 AM Friday at st. 
Michael's Catholic Church with 
burial following in the Mt. Olivet 
Cemetery in Conrad. 

She was born Feb. 1, 1926 at 
Lewistown to Anselm and Mary 
(Friel) Hull. The family then 
moved to Chester where she was 
raised on the family homestead 
north of town. She was the fourth 

, daughter in a family of three sons 
and six daughters: As a young girl 
she atleAded grammar school in 
Chester and then went to SI. 
Thomas High School in Great 
Falls where she graduated in 
1944. t That fall she started 
working at the Liberty County 
Assessors Office and later 
b.ecame Deputy County Assessor 
under Karl Edward. 

- - Susie married Edward Nickol­
October 9, 1952 at SI. Mary's 
Church in Chester. They farmed 

. east of Ledger for many years 
where they raised a family of six. t 
Edward died Dec. 7,1999. Susie 
started work at the Ledger Post 
Office in 1977 and was 
Postmaster from 1992 until her 
retirement in 1997. She had also 
served for many years on the local 
ele-~tion boards. She was the 
Ledger area news· reporter for the 
Liberty County Times, Conrad 
Independent 9b.server and the 

. Shelby Promoter. , 
She was a member of St. 

Michael's Catholic Church and· 
she enjoyed playing cards, 
traveling to the mountains and 
visiting with friends and famity. 

Survivors include daughters: 
Mary Louise Finlayson of Great 
Falls and Cecelia Wall of Twin 
Falls, 10; sons: Vernon Nickol of 
Vancover, WA, Thomas Nickol of 
Coeur d'Alene. 10. Michael Nickol 
of Great Falls and Kevin Nichol 
of Ledger; sisters: Nora Hemmer 
of Chester and Sister Marleen 
Hull of Spokane, WA; and one 
brother James Hull of Chester. 
Seven grandchildren, Josh, Joe, 
Ben, Megan. Melissa, Spencer 
and Brandon; one great­
grandchild, Desmond; as well as 
numerous nieces, nephews and 
cousins also survive Susie_ 

She was preceded in death by 
her parents, her husband and 
three sisters, Sister (Catherine) 
Mary Louise Hull, Patricia 
Schaller and Genevieve Gagnon 
and two brothers, Raphael and 
Michael Hull. 



IONA FRANCIS (DICKEN) VANVLEET NICKOLEY 
Born: 

Ion a Nickoley 
lana Francis (Dicken) VanVleet 

Nickoley was born Mayl2th, 1938 
on the Shettel farm five miles 
northeast of Chester, fIIIt. Her 
parents were Lois lona Shettel and 
Charles Austin Dicken. The Dicken 
family lived here in Chester, where 
lana received her first two years 
of elementary education. " 

In 1945 the Dicken's moved to 
Illinois following the death of lana's 
grandfather, William Dicken. lana 
continued her education at 
Aubum, Illinois. Of interest was the 
fact that lana's father worked for 
an auto business that sold the first 
Kaiser car in 1947. Unfortunately, 
her father became ill in 1948 and 
passed away the ' following year. 
Mother Lois and the four Dicken 
children moved back to the Shettel 
farm at Chester. 

lana attended school at Kevin 
for a while, and then' moved to 
Wallace, Idaho to help care for her 
ailing Grandmother Shetter. ,lana 
was now in her early teens and 
attended school at Mullan, Idaho. 
At age 17 she met and married 
Charles V. VanVleet; they were 
wed at Wallace, Idaho on August 
8th

, 1955. The product of this 
marriage was three daughters, 
The VanVleet's spent most of their 
married years together in the 

. Missoula community. They 
divorced in 1963 at Los Angeles, 
California. 

May 12, 1938 - Died: March ~8, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

April 3, 2002 
loria took a job as an injection 

moulder for the "Long Ufe Pen 
F'lctory" in Monrovia, Califomia in 
1963. She continued to operate 
!actory equipment for the next 20 
years. While living in California, 
:ro1f~r met :heFsebond husb'and, 
Dewey Ray Nickoley, and they 
were married on July 2"d 1966 at 
Monrovia. They lived at Glendora 
from 1967-1992. Following 
Dewey's retirement in 1992, they 
purchased some land at Magalia 
(Califomia) to be near their very 
best friends, Bill and Ervene Hicks. 

. In 19~5 the Nickoley's moved to 
Havre, MT to be closer to relatives 
and other old friends (in fact they 
moved next to lana's cousin, Ruby 
Heimbigner Borst), They were 
enjoying their retirement at the 
time of Dewey's unexpected death 
in 1996. lana continued to live in 
their Havre home, where she 
enjoyed visits with her children and 
grandchildren. In the late fall of 
2001 lona was diagnosed with 

. cancer, Her condition steadily 
failed, yet she chose to stay at 
home and be cared for by her 
daughter and hospice nurses. lana . 
passed away peacefully in her 
sleep on the early morning of 
Thursday (March 28th , 2002). She 
was 63 years old, 

lana's hobbies were many. She 
enjoyed taking care of her home 
and yard in California; she raised 
and pruned over 50 rose bushes! 
In her quiet time she read books 
made quilts and painted tri-che~ 
projects, 

She enjoyed playing cards 
(especially "Canasta") and she 
liked to bake, 

lana loved country music and 
her faVorite artists were Dwight 
Yoakam and Neal McCoy. She 
also enjoyed watching movies and 
had a large collection of her 
favorite V.C.R's. 

lana had a good memory for 
people, places and events. She 
was an unassuming lady who 
enjoyed the simple things in lite. 

-She enjoyea- vjs'iti-~g wilhpeo-pfe ' 
and was an easy person to like. 
The friends who loved her most 
affectionately called her "Tiny" or 
"Toots". 

She is survived by her three 
daughters, Patricia Lynn Stengel 
and Diane lona Johnson, both of 
Missoula, and Barbara' -Jean 
Evens of Havre; one step§on 
Johnny Joe Nickoley of Pamona, 
California; 11 grandchildren 
Christina, Manuel, Desiarae, 
Johnnie Joe, Jason, Charles, 
Pamela, Clyde, Laura, Joseph, 
and Karl Ray; six great­
grandchildren; one sister Juanita 
Arnott of Tacoma, Washington; 
two brothers William Dicken of 
Tacoma, Washington, and Robert 
Dicken of Yuma, Arizona; and 
numerous nieces, nephews and 
cousins. She was preceded in 
~ath6yheThusbarld, -Parents, ~-', 
~[e"~~1l~anq$On.(~aniel) and,h,~r " 
best friends (the Hlcks1, , 

There will be visitation at the 
Rockman Funeral Chapel on 
Friday (April 5 'h) and Saturday 
(April 6th

). Graveside services will 
be 2:00 p.m. Saturday (April 611l) 

at the Chester Cemetery. Pastor 
Peter Erickson will officiate. 
Pallbearers will be Brett and Blake 

Borst, Walter Sandvig, Gary 
Arnott, Donovan Heimbigner, and 
Bill, Jace and Jeff Dicken. A coffee 
hour will follow at the mortuary. 
Memorials will be given to the 
Shriner's Crippled Children's 
Hospital in Spokane or Donor's 
choice. 



ELIZABETH ANN "LIBBY" (KINGSTON) O'BRIEN 

Born: August 25, 1920 - Died: Augus;t. 10, 2002 

Elizabeth 
'Libby' O'Brien 

Elizabeth Ann Kingston O'Brien 
'libby" died in the afternoon of 
Aougust 10, 2002 at Peace Hospice 
in Great Falls, Montana after a 
year-long bailie with cancer. Her 
four daughters, her daughter-in· 
law, three of her six grandchildren, 
and her former husband were 
present for her last moments. She 
was 81 years old. 

Libby was born in Conrad, 
Montana on August 25. 1920 to 
Joseph William and Anna lillian 
Christiansen Kingston of Valier. 
The fourth of nine siblings. she 
was raised a Methodist. As a child. 
she loved to read, create 
imaginative games with her 
sisters, and roam the hills 
surrounding her father's coalmine. 
She attended elementary and 
secondary schools in Valler, where 
she was the school pianist, a 
member of the 1938 women's all­
star basketball team, and 
Valedictorian of the Valier high 
School Class of 1938. 

Ubl:)Y,went on to Normal School 
at Western Montana College in 
Dillon and earned an elementary 
teaching certificate in 1940. She 
returned to Valier and began 
teaching in a two· room school at 
Dupuyer. 

On her way to go skating one 
evening, Libby first met her 
husband, Richard Darby O'Brien 
(Dalby), who was working in the 
print shop of the Valerian 
newspaper. The young couple 
enjoyed skating, hiking, ano 
bicycling. 

In the summer of 1942, Libby 
moved with her tWo sisters, Lil and 
Jo to Seattle, Washington, where 
she worked as a secretary at 
Simms-Drake to assist with the 
war efforts. Libby and Darby were 
married in Seattle on September 
26. 1942 and Darby enlisted in the 
Navy. He was assigned to San 
Diego, California where Libby also 
resided until September 1943 
when Darby was shipped to the 
PaCific War Theater. 
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August 21, 2002 
Libby returned to Valier to live 

with her parents and to give birth 
to their first daughter, Judith 
Kathleen, in December 1943. 
Libby resumed teaching first and 

Jhird grades at Valier Elementary 
School. One of her more 
challenging assignments was to 
teach sewing in a Home 
Economics class. Ever 
re~urc::eful. Libby received nightly 
instructions from her older Sister, 
Helen. and then asked for student 
volunteers to demonstrate each of 
,the lessons. 
, 'libby joined her husband in 
JUf.'Ie at 1946 in Chester, where 
08:rby was co-owner of The 
Li~erty County Times. In addition 
to' assisting in the print shop, Libby 
g';lve birth to Mary Patricia "Patt" 
i01946 and Richard Darby, Jr. 
"Rick" in 1948. Two more children, 
Debora Ann "Debbie" and Nanc::y 
Joc1'n were born in 1951 and 1956 
respectively. 

Libby was primarily a 
homemaker until 1961 when she 
returned to the workplace full-time 

·,'as office manager for the Darby 
O'Brien Insurance Agency in 
Chester. She was always actively 
inVOlved in community service. 
and was especially proud of her 
role in the "greening" of Chester 
through the planting of trees and 
the establishment of the city park. 
She was an original member of the 
Hospital Board, and in the facility's 
earliest days served as the 
substitute cook whan needed. 
Libby and Darby ,were legally 
separated in 1988 and she 
continued working at the O'Brien 
Agency until her retirement in 
1989. 

After being diagnosed with , 
multiple myeloma in the summer 
of 2001. Libby divided her time . 
between Chester and Cut Bank, 
where she stayed with her 
daughter and buddy Debbie, and 
received compassionate care at 
Northern Rockies Medical Center, 
Banefis East, and Peace Hospice. 

A longtime Bridge enthUSiast, 
Libby was a Life Master. and 
instructor, and enjoyed attending 
tournaments with friends. An avid 
Democrat, she was deeply 
concerned with national and 
international issues. At various . 
times she also was active in the Libby bequeathed her bOdy to 
VFW Auxiliary. the Garden Club, the School of Medicine at the 
and the Liberty County Arts University 01 North Dakota at 
Council. She IQve9to attend the Grand Forks. Memorial gifts will be 
spofts'activiliesof her'children, sent 10 the Intermountain 
grandchildren, nieces, and Children's Home, 500 S Lamborn 
nephews; and was a die-hard fan Street, Helena MT 59601. The 
of the Philadelphia 'l6ers, Tiger best memorial for Libby however, 
Woods, and the Seattle Mariners. would be for all of her friends and 
Libby bowled until 2001, and relatives to vote Democratic! 
received great 'pleasure from It was Libby's wish not to have 
spending time with her family, a traditionalfuneral service, so her 
especially her grandchildren. She ' family planned a simple NService 
also enjoyed reading, solving of Remembrance." This celebra­
crossword puzzles, tending her' tion of Libby's life was held at 3:00 
plants. debating sociaHssues. and p.m. Sunday. August 18, 2002 at 
traveling. especially on luxurious the Lutheran Fellowship Hall in 

.~c:::ru:::;~seO":-'s~. __________ Chester. Taped prelude music was 
Libby was preceded in death by piano renditions by Phil Aaberg. 

her only son, Rick; her parents, Family friend. Pat SeidliJz. served 
Joseph and Lillian; her brothers as eulogist. Family and friends 
James Paul and John Kingston; shared persol)al readings and 
and her sisters Mary Jane Stark, special memoties. A reception 
and Janet Amst followed. 

She is survived by her four' Arrangements were by 
daughters; Judith O'Brien Cole Rockman Funeral Chapel. 
and husband Ray of Geneva, Chester. 
Switzerland. Mary Patt Hawthome 
of Olympia, Washington. Debbie 
O'Brien of Cut Bank, and Nancy 
O'Brien of Billings; her daughter-
in-law Jan Dolezal O'Brien of 
Kalispell; six grandchildren: Tarik 
Taybi. Sam Taybi, Ian Hawthorne, 
Jaxson O'Brien, Erin EI.izabeth 
O'Brien. and Baylea O'Brien 
Norrod; four sisters: Helen 
Johnson of Valier, Lillian Borge of 
Great Falls, Josephine Engle of 
Everett, Washington, and Evelyn 
Johnson of Shelby; her former 
husband Darby O'Brien of Essex; 
and many nieces and nephews. 

. . . 



OLNEY RAYMOND OSWOOD 

Born: April 14, 1917 - Died: Januar"Y: 30, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

February 6, 2002 

enjoyed living the simple life. He 
liked to read; watch television,and 
listen to music. His favorite TV 
shows were "Lawrence Welk" and 
"The Price Is Right." He enjoyed 
the old time music, especially 
polkas and Country Western. 
During those years on the ranch. 
Olney did the gardening. sewing. 
and coking. Of interest was the 
·fact that they produced their own 
wind-generated electricity. As a 
hobby, · he enjoyed fixing clocks 
and watches, and he also 
collected Indian arrowheads. Last 
but not least, it should be 
mentioned that Olney always kept 
a spotless and well-organized 

Olney Oswood ho~:::;r moving to the Lodge, 
Olney Raymond Oswood was Olney enjoyed his daily walks 

bom\rrorthofChester, Montana on . around Chester, where he 
April 14, 1917. His parents were frequently picked up litter .and 
C8ni.rteandChristineOswoodand cans. He developed several 
He was one of six children. His personal missions: delivering the 
father was a Norwegian emigrant dally mall to the Lodge,· helping 
who settted In the SWeetgrass Hills with tidiness · at the Lodge, and 
north of Chester, S9 the Oswood contrOlling evening traffic ~n and 
children. grew up on the family out of the Lodge. He enjoyed the 
ranch. Olney received his formal comfortable facilities and 
education at the Roke School near appreciated his friendships there. 
the farm. Olney never married. He is 

Olney and his brother Frank survived by several nephews, 
took over the family ranch in 1931. nieces, and cousins. He was 
When Frank was inducted into the preceded in death by his parents. 
US Army during World War II, two brothers Frank and Clarence. 
Olney operated their cattle and toree sisters Elsie, Caroline. 
business. After Frank's return, and Agnes. 
these two bachelor brothers Funeral services were 
continued to live and work conducted at 11:00 am Saturday 
together until their retirement in February 2. 2002 by Pastor Pete 
1976.*They leased the place out, Erickson at the Rockman Funeral 
but continued to liVe on the ranch. Chapel in Chester. Karen Stack 
Olney moved to the Sweet Grass played the organ, and the 
Lodge in Chester in 1983. Frank congregation sang -The Old 
died in 1988. Rugged Cross." VocaHstlguitarist 

When Olney's health began to Bryan Oswood performed "The 
fail in 1997, he moved to the River." A postlude music tribute 
Liberty County Nursing home. He was "Home on the Range." 
passed away at the rest home on Pallbearers were Brett and Bryan 
the late evening of Wednesday Oswood, Don Buffington, Bob 
January 30, 2002. He was 84 Dafoe, Lance McDowell, and 
. years old. Adrian Hawks. Burial followed at 

Olney cOuld best be described the Chester Cemetery. 
a~ a quiet and private man Who 



GEORGE BRIAN PARKER 

Born: November 23, 1936 - Died: November 5, 2002 

Great Fatls Ttlbune " 

November 8, 2002 

George Brian Parker 
George Brian Parker, 65, of 520 

1st Ave. S,W., a retired salesman, 
died Tuesday of a heart attack at 

a local hospital. 
A memorial 

service is 2 p.m. 
Monday at 
O'Connor Memo­
rial Chapel. Cre­
mation has taken 
place under the 
direction of 

Parker O'Connor Funet­
alHome. 

Survivors 
include his significant other, 
JoAnn Falls of Great Falls; a 
daughter, Linda Parker of Helena; 
stepdaughters Freda Karjala and 
Sheila Culp of Great Falls and 
Debbie Rowe and Linda Ala of 
Spokane; sons Brian Bourne and 

I Brett Parker of Great Falls and 
. Scott Bourne of Washington, 
D.C.; stepsons Greg Falls of Great 
Falls and Timothy Kathan of 
Helena; sisters Jean Craft of 
Kenai, Alaska and Jan Roscoe 
and Judy Kope of Washington; 
brothers Mike Parker of Umatilla, 
Florida, Ron Parker of Libby, and 
Dennis Parker of Morgan Hills, 
Calif.; 16 grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren. 

George was-- born--Nov. 23, 
1936, in Kalispell. He was raised 
and educated in Washington state 
and Montana, anq graduated 
from Gildford High School. 

George was a member of the 
American Bowling Association 
for mor~ than 10 years, bowling 
pr~fesslOnally throughout the 
Umted States in the late 1960s 
and receiving numerous awards. 
He was also a member of 
Walleyes Unlimited of Montana. 

He spent many busy weekday 
and Sunday afternoons for five 
years as a dedicated volunteer for 
the Se~ior Companion Program 
and Agmg Semces, and will be 
greatly missed by everyone he 
helped. 

He enj~yed bowling, fishing, 
Sunday dnves and growing toma­
toes. He was a wonderful owner 
~o his little dog, Ene, his pride and 
JOY for over 10 years. Both George 
and Ene will miss each other 
greatly. 

George was a man of strong 
character who will be missed by 
many. 
. We love you and miss your 
Jokes, laughter and love already. 



GLENN EUGENE PETERSON 

Born: November 19, 1926 - Died: March 17, 2002 

Liberty County Times " 

March 20, 2002 

Glenn Peterson 
Glenn Eugene Peterson, 75 

years of age and retired railroad 
employee from Gildford, Montana, 
died Sunday March 17,2002 at a 
Havre hospital of natural causes. 
Cremation has taken place. A 
Memoria! Service will be held on 
Friday at 2:00 pm at the Gildford 
Baptist Church with Pastor Eddie 
Fallow officiating. Fellowship 
luncheon to follow the memorial 
service at the church. 
Glenn was born on November 
19,1926 to Rudolph and Lulu 
(Diggs) Peterson at New Winsor, 
Illinois. He was educated in New 
Winsor. At the age of 17, he began 
working for the Great Northern 
Railroad. One year later he joined 
the U.S. Navy aboard the 
USS intrepid. Glen served his 
country during World War " and 
was honorable discharged in 
August 1946. He resumed. his 
career with the railroad as a Signal 
Maintainer. In 1957, Glenn moved 
to Gildford with the railroad, and 
in 1956 he met and married Esther 
(Meeder) Bengtson. They made 
their home in Gildford and raised 
three children. Glenn enjoyed 
hunting and fishing, and was 
extremely proud of the elk he and 
his son John brought home during 

Peterson 

their last hunting trip together, 
Before losing his eyesight, he liked 
to spend time tinkering in his shop. 
His parents, and sisters Gladys 
and Elsie, pfeceded him in death. 
He is survived by his wife Esther 
of Havre; sons John Peterson of 
Kremlin, and Kraig Peterson of 
Havre; daughter Judi and 
husband Jim Kase of Havre; 
grand-daughters Jen Kase and 
Amanda Kase of Havre; sisters 
Judy (Schuie) Schuhart of Seattle, 
Washington, and Lois Hoffman of 
Mitchell, South Dakota; sister-in­
law Helen Lemmons of Libby, 
Montana; and various nieces and 
nephews. 

Memorials in Glenn's honor 
may be made to: Senior Citizens 
Nutrition Site, Gildford Baptist 
Church, Gildford, Mt 59525; or the 
Havre Railroad Museum, PO BOX 
1605, Havre, MT 59501 

Services and arrangements 
under the direction of the Holland 
and Bonine Funeral Home. 



MYRTLE VICTORIA (BERGAN) POPPlER 

Born: September 5, 1909 - Died: Octo~er 22, 2002 

MyrtlePoppler 
Myrtle Victoria (Bergan) 

Poppler was born September 5, 
1909 at Arvilla, North Dakota. She 
was the seventh of eight children 

"bor;n,to Peter and-Marie ~ostellp) 
Bergal)'; Mj'rtte grew' ulil fh' NMh 
Dakota and received her 
education there, graduating from 
Crary High School in 1927. 

A talented vocalist, Myrtle was 
offered a music scholarship to 
university, but was unable to 
attend due to the sudden illness 
of her mother. She became a 
caregiver in the few years that 
followed. In fact, she traveled to 
Montana in 1929 to help her sister 
Ruth, who was pregnant. During 
her stay at Joplin, Myrtle met her_ 

-husband-to-be Earl K. "Bud" 
Poppler. They, were ' m<;lrried in 
Havre on March 14, 1934. 

The Popplers made their home 
in the Joplin community where 
Bud worked in the grain elevator 
busine$S. In 1948 they purchased 
the Poppler farm north of town. 
They built a new home in Joplin 
in 1952. Myrtle worked diligently 
as a homemaker and mother of 
two daughters. They sold the farm 
in 1965 and continued to make 
Joplin their home. They enjoyed 
their winter months in Nevada for 
30+ years. 

Liberty County Times 

October 30, 2002 
- Myrtle'shealth remame<fgoOtf 
into her 80s. She suffered a stroke 
in 1992 and was fortunate to live 
at home for the next four years. 
Since 1996 she has resided at the 
Liberty County Nursing Home in 
Chester. Myrtle died at the rest 
home on the early morning of 
Tuesday ' October 22, 2002. She 
was 93 years old. 

Myrtle was raised Lutheran and 
was active in tM Bethel Church 
during her life in Joplin. A loyal 
member of the church choir and 
ladies aid (WMF) she also served 
on the building committee during 
the construction of Kjos Hall. 

Her ihterests were many. She 
loved to play the, piano and sing. 
·She enjoyed bowling, baseball, 
Bingo, flowers, and her favorite 
soap operas. During her quiet ­
time at home she liked to read­
her favorite writer was Danielle 
Steele. She was a wonderful 
cook-her family will always 
remember her roast beef dinners, 
delicious gravies, potato 
dumplings (klOb), and homemade 
breads, and pies. During those 
winter years inlasVegas,MYI1!!iV 
loved to play the poker machine~ 
at the Horseshoe Casino where',; 
she was well known by the staff 
for her bubbly personality and 
exceptional luck! 

Myrtle had two favorite 
'addictions' in life-number one, 
she could never pass up a hot 
fudge sundae with nuts from Dairy 
Queen, and number two, she was 
the proverbial shop-a-holic. In 
fact, her family bought her a 
personalized T-shirt t~at 
proclaimed, "I love to shop;" 
Myrtle Idved clothes and all oftha 
accessories (including shoes, 
hats, purses, and jewelry). Always 
prideful in her persona.l 
appearance, she .'9ved to lo()k 

"goo,! andf~el ·'9.()od:-' 

;: '; Myrtle loved;her famify and-was' 
very content during her 68 years 
of married life with Bud, who 
survives her. In addition, she is 
survived by her two daughters 
and spouses: Erkle and Arlo 
Howe of Dickinson, North Dakota, 
and Unda 'and Bob Wehr of 
Rudyard; five grandchildren ,! 
including: Cathy Schmitz, Dona 
CQrnatzer, David Wehr, Deborah 
Brownlee, and 'Jeffery Wehr; 14 
great~grandchildren; a special 
nephew Ellsworth Graff of 

Chester; and other nephews and 
nieces. Myrtle was preceded in 
death by her parents, three 
brothers Hillman, Palmer, and 
Bernard, and four sisters Alvina, 
Victoria, Emma and Ruth. 

Funeral services were 
conducted 'at 3:00 pm Saturday 
October 26, 2002 at Bethel 
Lutheran Church in Joplin by 
Pastor" Tim Singleton. The 
organistWa.s Sharon Spicher and 
the congregation sang "The Old 
Rugged Cross," and "In the 
Garden." Myrtle's grandchildren 
provided special music, including 
vocals by Cathy Schmitz "How 
Great Thou Art," and "The Lord's 
Prayer" with accompaniment by 
Debbie Brownlee and Jeff Wehr. 
Special readings were shared by 
David Wehr and Amy Cornatzer. 
Ushers were Norbert VanDessel, 
Tom Wood, and Charles Fraser. 
Pallbearers were, David Wehr, 
Jeffery Wehr, Steve Brownlee, 
Brock Brownlee, John Schmitz 
and Bill Cornatzer. Memorial 
bearers were all of Myrtle's many 
friends including her caregivers at 
the Uberty County Nursing Home. 

,Followin,9 burial at the Joplin 
Cemet~ry, a luncheon was held 
at Kjos Hall. Arrangements by 
Rockman Funeral Chapel, 
Chester. 



Born: 

HORTENSE (STEPHENSON) PREESHL 
November 1, 1 909 - Died: March 1 6, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

March 20, 2002 

--------------------------

Hortense Preeshl 
Hortense (Stephenson) 

Preeshl, age 92, died peacefully 
at her home in. Gildford, Montana 
on this past Saturday afternoon 
March 16, 2002. 

She was born at Independence, 
Kansas on November 1, 1909, the 
only daughter of three children 
-born to Paul and Goldena 
(Schaffer) Stephenson. Hortense 
came to Montana with her parents 
in 1916. 'She grew up and 
received her education in Gildford, 
graduating from Gildford High 
School in 1928. She married 
William l. Preeshl in 1931. They 
farmed and ranched north of 
Gildford, where Hortense worked 
diligently as ' a farmwife, 
homemaker, and mother of four. 
Following William's death in 1966, 
I-fortense continued to live in the 
family farm home throughout the 
rest of her life. 

A quiet and gentle lady, she 
enjoyed taking care of her ho,!,e 
and spending time with her famlly.-­
In her younger years she liked to 
play women's basketball and also 
did some crocheting. In later years 
Hortense enjoyed cooking and 
reading. She liked educational 
publications, i.e. "Reader's 
Digest.· She loved to play cards 
especially Shanghai and Kings-in­
the-Corner. and she always 
looked forward to a good baseball 
game on television, especially 

-when-her favorIte- team, the New ' 
York Yankees, were playing. 
Hortense wa:s affectionately called 
'Gram' by her children and 
grandchildren. They are happy 
that Gram was fortunate to lead 
an independent life and sustain 
relatively good ,health throughout 
her 92 years here on earth. 

She is survived by four children: 
Robert Preeshl and wife Mary of 
Chinook, Montana, Joanne 
Warren and husband Marcus of 
Hingham, Pal;ll Preeshl and wife­
Alice of Kremlin, and Noel Preeshl 
and wife Joyce of Gildford; 14 
grandchildren; 28 great­
grandchildren; arid nephews and 
nieces. Hortense was preceded in 
death not only by her husband and 

parents, but also by her two 
brothers Paul and John 
Stephenson. 

Graveside services will be 2:00 
pm Thursday March 21, 2002 at 
the Highland Cemetery in Havre, 
Montana. Pastor Eddie Fallo will 
conduct the cemetery rites and 
Paul Preeshl will provide a eulogy. 
Grandsons will serve as 
pallbearers. Family and friends 
will sing "Amazing Grace." 
Hortense will be buried next to her 
loving husband, William. 

Visitation for family and friend!) 
will be Wednesday march 20th at 
the Rockman Funeral Chapel in 
Chester. Memorials may be sent 
to the Hi-Line Health Foundation 
in Chester. 



IRENE GUSTINA (OLSON) RISHOFF 

Born: February 1 7, 1 91 2 - Died: Aug~st 1 0, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

Irene Rishoff 
Irene Gustina (Olson) Rishoff 

was born February 17. 1912 at 
London Township, Freeborn 
CoUnty, Minnesota. She was one 
of nine children born to Ida tJ1idje 
and M.E. Olson. Irene grew up on 
a Minnesota fann and received her 
formal education in Minnesota. 
Following the death of her father, 
Irene was sent. to Montana to live 
with 'an aunt and uncle. While here 
she met a Chester area mechanic, 
Claude Broadhurst, and they were 
married in 1929. The product of' 
this marriage was two children, 
Claude Jr. born In 1930, and Jean 
born in 1932. Following their 
divorce. Irene remained In the 
Chester community where she 
cleaned houSes and worked as a 
bartender. 

August 14, 2002 

About two years later she met a 
lothair area farmer, Marvin E: 
Rishoff. who had been discharged 
from the Army during Wor1d War 
jl.. ,:rtiey·· wer.8. married ' on t , 

December3; 1-:946 and eventually;, ;l 
had a son, James. The Risnoffs 
built a new home on the fann north 
of Lothair in 1949 and livecl.there 
until they retired in 1971. They " 
moved the house into Chester and 
resided here for many years. They 
lived at the Sweet Grass Lodge for 
a short time, then moved to 
\:<alispell in 1993 to be near their 

' son and f~mily. 
Irene's health failed In 1996, so 

she moved 10 the Immanuel 
Lutheran Home in Kalispell. 
Marvin joined her at the home in 
, 997. He died there on October 
7.1999. Irene continued to live at 
the rest home until her death this 
past Saturday morning August 10. 
2002. She was 90 years old. 

During those early years on the 
Rishoff farm. Irene enjoyed driving 
tractor. combine and truck. She 
continued to work part-time as a 
Chester bartender, assisting at the 
Tip Top, Grand. and Vest Club. 
During that time she collected 
more than 100 decorative liquor 
bottles. Other hobbies included 
knitting. crocheting afghans, and 
quilting. Irene enjoyed gardening. 
both flowers and vegetables, and 
canning her produce. She also 
liked to play cards. 

The Rishoffs attended Trinity 
Lutheran Church north of Lothair 
in those early years. They were 
also' members of the Moose 
Lodge. 

Irene is survived by her 
daughter Jean l:iarris of Diamond 
Springs. Califomia; her son James 
Rishoff of Kalispell; six 
grandchildren: R.J. Burns, David 
Johnson, Don Johnson, Doug 
Johnson, Marvin Aishoff, and 
Cindy Rishoff; 12 great­
grandchildren; one Sister, Jewell 
Bellmore of Kalispell; and 
numerous nieces and nephews. 

Her oldest son Claude. Jr. was' 
·killed in the Korean Connict. She 
was also preceded In death by her 
husband, her parentS, ~nd seven 
siblings: James, Oliver; Esther. 
Ken. Alvin, Ruth and LaVOone. 

Funeral services will be at 1:00 
p.m. today (Wednesday) August 
14, 2002 at the Rockman Funeral 
Chapel in Chester. Graveside 
services will be 3:00 p.m. 
Wednesday at the' ~ountainview 
Cemetery in Shelby. Arrange· 
ments by Rockman Funeral 
Chapel, Chester. 



YVONNE KAY (NYGAARD) RONS~AUGEN 
Born: October 19, 1939 - Died: July;, 7, 2002 __ 

- - -----,-----::c= = =:::::::::::::-:- . - ---arance. She never wentOLif 

Yvonne Ronshaugen 
Yvonne Kay (Nygaard) 

Ronshaugen was born on 
October 19, 1939' at Webster, 
South Dakota. She was one of 
four childrenbom to Harvey and 
Hazel ' (Aadland) Nygaard. The 
Nygaards made their home on a 
farm near Pierpont, and later 
moved into Roslyn, South Dakota. 

Yvonne graduated from Rbslyn 
High School in 1957; during her 
school years she was a 
cheerleader and an exceptional 
student. After graduation she 
began working at a grocery store 
in Webster. 

Yvonne married 'jim 
Ronshaugen on June 27, 1958 at 

Skudesnes Lutheran Church near 
Pierpont. They made their home 
at Webster where Yvonne worked 
at the Day County Treasurer's 
Office. In 1960 they lived in West 
Germany where J,im was 
stationed in the US Army. They 
returned to South Dakota in 1963 
and Yvonne worked as a clerk at 
the County Extension Office. In 
1966 the Ronshaugens moved to 
Watertown, South Dakota. During 
their 15 years in Watertown, 
Yvonne worked diligently as a 
homemaker and mother to their 
three adopted children . The 
Ronshaugens lived in Great Falls, 
MOntana from 1981-1984, then 
moved to Chester. Yvonne was 
employed at Frontier Aviation in 
Chester until 1996 when Jim's job 
was transferred to Conrad. They 
have lived in Conrad since. While 

Liberty County Times ~=bIiC.without lOOking "just so"; 
her hair was always done and her 

July 17, 2002 shoesJlaces were always 
there, Yvonne worked at the Ben perfectly white. She w~sa 
Franklin store and Gary & Leo's dedicated wife, mother and fnend. 
IGA. , SurviVors includ~ her husband 

this past May, Yvonne became of 44 years Jim Ronshaugen of 
acutely ill and was diagnosed wi~h Conrad; son Jeff Ronshauge~ __ 
cancer. As a patient in the Benefls and fiancEe Kathleen Larson of 
Eas, Medical Center in Great Great Falls; tiNo daughte!s: Mary 
Fans,. she died on the early Ronshaugen and fiancEe Mark 
morning of Sunday July 7,2002. Staigmiller of Great Falls, and 
She was 62 years old. .' Julie Englert and husband Jeff of 

Yvonne was always actlv~ In Ramstein, Germany; one brother, 
her church life. She was baptIZed Ron Nygaard and wife Judy of 
and confirmed at Skudesne~ Eden, South Dakota; two sisters: 
Lutheran Church. During their Jon Ingemann and husband Bud 
married years she attended of Cottage Grove, Minnesota, and 
Grace Lutheran at Webster, our Marlene Hanson of Rosholt, 
Redeemer's at Water town, and South Dakota; her mother-in-law 
Faith Lutheran at Great Falls .. She Josie Ronshaugen of Roslyn, 
maintained her membership at South Dakota; five grandchildren 
Our Savior's in Chester, where including: Terra, Maggie, and 
she had been active in WELCA Beth Ronshaugen, and William 
and had served on th~ Chur~h and Abigail Englert; and 
Council. She also aSSisted With numerous nephews and nieces. 
the summer Bible School Yvonne was preceded in death by 
program. her parents and a brother-in-law 

Yvonne's hobbies were many. Arthur ·Skip" Hanson. 
She loved to crochet and do Funeral services were 
handiwork; she made beautiful conducted at 11:00 am Thursday 
atgllans and the finest Christmas July 11, 2002 at Our Savior's 
Oniaments and angels! Her Lutheran Church in Chester with 
projects were gifts to family and pastor Pete Erickson officiating. 
friends, so she will continue to be Karen Stack was organist and the 
remembered, especially at congregation sang "Rock of 
Christmas time when many trees Ages ," and "Children of the 
will be decorated with her Heavenly Father." A special vocal 
handiwork. Yvonne enjoyed tribute by Anne Seidlitz-Melton 
reading-her favorite author was was "Wind Beneath My Wings." 
Danielle Steele-and just for the Poetic readings were shared by 
fun of it, she collected Beanie daughter Julie and granddaughter 
Babies. An exceptional cook, Maggie. Family remembrances 
somll of her favo~ite family,dishes were read by friend Linda Mettam. 

' inch.ided lasagna, scalloped Usher was Stuart Stone. 
pot~!~$I;\~pg: kumla, .V!g~)~Ji Pallbearers were Yvonne's three 
')Norweglan potato dumpling. She children and their significant 
loved to cook for her family and others. Honorary bearers were 
always made their favorite things her loving grandchildren. A 
on special occasions or visits luncheon followed at the church. 
Yvonne was devoted to her family Rockman Funeral Chapel 
and friends, and there was handled the arrangements. 
nothing she wouldn't do for them. \A second service was held at 
Her grandchildren affectionately 11 :00 am Saturday July 13, 2002 
called her 'Nanny.' at the Skudesnes Lutheran 

Yvonne loved her home. She Church near Pierpont, South 
was an early riser (usually about Dakota. Burial was in the 
4:30 am) because she cherished Skudesnes Church Cemetery. A 
her quiet time in the morning. She " luncheon followed at the church. 
always took pride in her personal 



JULIA F. SCHWAN 

Born: 1918 - Died: October 21, . 2002 , " 

Great Falls Tribune 

October 22, 2002 

-.--------~--~---

Julia F. Schwan 

HAVRE - Julia F. Schwan, 84, 
a retired Havre Laundry employ­
ee and lifelong Montana resident, 

Schwan 
in 1956 

died of natural 
causes Monday at 
a Havre hospital. 

Visitation is 9 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday at Hol­
land & Bonine 
Funeral Home in 
Havre. Her funer­
al is 11 a.m. Fri­
day at St. ,Jude 
Catholic Church, 

with burial in Calvary Cemetery. 
Fellowship will be held at St. Jude 
Parish Center after the burial. 

Survivors include brothers 
Frank Schwan of. Lothair and 
Paul Schwan of Havre;~isters 
Pauline Laeupple of Havre', Aggie 
Sherman of Ronan and Theresa 
Houim of Spokane. 



LINDA GAYLE (HYBNER) SCHWEITZER 

Born: October 24, 1960 - Died: February 18, 2002 

Linda (Hybner) 
Schweitzer 

Linda Gayle (Hybner) 
Schweitzer, age 41, of Billings, 
died at her parents farm home 
north of Rudyard on the early 
morning of Monday (February 1 BIh 
2002). She traveled to Rudyard 
the previous weekend to"visit her 
_~Ill~nd_l.@nds. Linda had a 
long history of dlabetes:-ani:{' 

, ~ppl:lrently~xperienced a severe 
: ~.· I~p.QQlype~.!£ ~8i,~.E! during her. ., eep. . ~--, .-~ 

She was born on dctober 24111, 

1960 at Havre Montana. One of 
six children to Jerry and Mary Lois 

JStanberry) _Hybner. Her early 

education was at the Oreana 
Country School near the farm. She 
finished her secondary education 
in Rudyard, graduating from 
Rudyard High Schpol in 1979. 
Linda attended M.S.U. in 
Bozeman for one year and then 
transferred to U. of M. in MissoJla. 
She graduated 'in 1983 with a B.A. 
in S.oclal work. Linda spent the 
next two years working at Child 
Protective Services in Havre. She 
moved to Billings in 1986 and took 
a job with the state of Montana. 
She was presently employed as a 
supervisor for the Department of 

_.!::I~alth and Human Services. 
Linda married Tony J. 

Schweitzer on July 17'h 1993 at 
Our Lady of Ransom Catholic 
Church in Hingham. This church 
she attended during her formative 
years and received her rites of 
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February 27, 2002 
baptism and confirmation. Linda 
and Tony have made their home 
in Billings where they attended 
worship services at St. Pius X 
Church. In addition to her social 
work, Lynda enjoyed her life as 
homemaker and mother to Tony's 
daughter, Amber. Although she 
suffered from Juvenile diabetes 
she stayed as active as possible. 

Her hobbies were many. She 
enjoyed baking cookies or playing 
games with her nieces, nephews' 
and the neighborhood kids. Her 
favorite card games were Whist 
and Pinochle, a favorite dice game 
was "Bunko· and she loved the 
challenge of "Trivial Pursuit- and 
related games. She used to play 
women's softball. More recently, 
she enjoyed their summer 
camping trips to Red Lodge \ 
Yellowstone. Just for the fun of it, 
she collected bells and 
Dreamscicles. In her quiet time at 
home, Linda enjoyed reading (She 
was. especially fond of Agatha 
Christie Mysteries). She was 
staunch Democrat and ,an Avid 

Montana Grizzly Football fan! 
This past summer Linda and 

Tony enjoyed a memorable trip to 
Mexico with the entire Schweitzer 
family. 

She is survived by her husband, 
Tony of Billings; Parents, Jerry and 
Mary Lois Hybner of Rudyard; 
Daughter Amber Henson (and 
Husband Mike) of Henderson, 
Nevada; 2 sisters, Joan Marie 
McClendon (and husband Jeff) of 
Denver, Colorado and Amy 
Hybri~r of Windso!, C~lifon1ia;, .~ 
brothers, Dan Hybner (and:wlfe­
Lynn) ~f 'Rudyard, Roger Hybner 
of Sheridan, Wyoming and Terry 
Hybner (and wife Mary) of 
Rudyard; parents in laws Leander 

and Sarah Schweitzer of Billings; 
2 brothers-in-law, Jeff Schweitzer 
(and wife Jaci) of Billings and Kent 
Schweitzer (and wife Sandra} of 
Burke, Virginia and 13 nieces and 
nephews (including Mark, David, 
Colleen, Brian, Paul, Jacob, Anna, 
Scott, Daniel, Jasmine, Chaslee, 

Trent and CoUin). linda 'was 
preceded in death by an inhint 
sister (Theresa Ann Hybner) 

Memorials are suggested to 
linda's favorite charities including 
the Billings Homeless' shelter for 
Men or the Montana Diabetes 
Association (for research). 

A Prayer Mass was conducted 
at 7:00 pm Wednesday (Feb 20"') 
by Father Joseph Diekhans at our 
Lady of Ransom Catholic Church 
in Hingham. Altar Servers were 
Molly and Kevin Jurkenka; 
greeters were Tom and Ted 
Jurenka; reader was Kelly Domire; 
the communion gifts were 
presented by nieces and 
nephews; eucharistic ministers 
were Colleen Snell, . Tim 
Gatzermeier and Gaynelle 
Gatzermeier, and the eulogist was 
Mike Wendland. The organist was 
Iris White. Vocalists, Marcus 
Jochim and Jeff McClendon, 
performed "Ave Maria"," On 
Eagles Wings, "I am the bread of 
life" "Song of Farewell" and 
traditional mass music. Linda's 
brothers and nephews served as 
pallbearers, a reception followed 
in the church basement. 

Vigil Prayers were recited by 
Father Steve Tokarski at 8:00 pm 
Friday (Feb. 22nd at the St. Pius X - " "--"--.--.-.-... ~--

Church in Billings. There was a 
"Time of sharing" by family and 
friends and special music was 
provided. 

Linda's funeral Mass was 
celebrated by Father Steve.' 
Tokarski at St. Pius at 11 :00 am 
Saturday (Feb 23nl). Mass music 
was provided by Donna Luebeck 
(organist) and Jeff McClendon 
(vocalist). Billings area tnends and 
family par.ticipated in the Mass. A 
luncheon followed at St. Pius. 

Linda -was cremated Saturday 
afternoon in eillings. Her ,ashes 
were entombed on the grounds of 
St. Pius Parish in the Calvary 
Cemetery ,Columbarium on 
Sunday (Feb.24 th

). Family 
members attended her committal. 

. Funeral arrangements were 
made by Rockman Funeral 
Chapel, Chester. 



PATRICIA J. SEVEREIDE 

Born: 1936 - Died: August 31, .?002 

Great Falls Tribune 

September 1, 2002 

- -- - -- ------~ - -- --- . ---- ---- - ---

Patricia J. Severeidc. 
MALTA - Patricia J. Severeide, 

66, a former desk clerk at Roger's 
Motor Inn, died 
Saturday at . her 
home in Malta of 
complications 
from diabetes. 

Graveside serv­
ices are 3 p.m. in 
Malta Cemetery. 
Adams Funeral 

Severelde Home/HiLine 
Crematory is han­

dling the arrangements. Cremation 
is planned. 

Survivors include her husband, 
Norris Severeide of Malta; daugh­
ters Colleen Kluck of Malta, Kim 
Johannesen of Havre and Cindy Si­
monson of Rudyard; a son, Terry 
Anderson of Malta; 10 grandchil­
dren; and two great-grandchildren. , 



NEIL SHEPHERD 

Born: June 11, 1923 - Died: August, 31, 2002 
~ "' 

Liberty County Times 

September 11, 2002 
were'regUlarsaftheCasa.DeISol fond "fPinochle and Pan. During 
RVPatk.They16ved RVcampinghisquietlimeathome he ehjoyed 
and traveling. and were long-time watching old movies; his favorite 
members of the Good Sam's television shows were ·Seventh 
CIOb. Heaven/I<poc;ft and "Bonanza." 

When,Alice's hea.lth began .to Nailcoutdbestbedescdbedas 
fail In 1999, they moved back to a 'people person' whO easily 
Great Fans to be near medio:aJ tnadetriends. Always an early 
~ecia'I~t$~ They iiv~ atlhePa,rk 'r(~~r, he enjoyed goiryg to the 

. Plaia. AfiCediedJn Groat Falls:on<*ff~e . shop to socialize. with 'hiS 
April'1s'i 2001. The.y had · 6~en b:uddies. ' 
marii!i)d54y,ear$~ .. H€Hssur'Vivedby his son Rqger 

Neil tetufnE!<ftoOhaster tQlive 'S6:epher<;iand wife Jolie ' :01 
at lhe $W~etgt~~s Lo!;ige Qhe~ste(; tlisdaughtf}rQE:\wn 
Hetireme.nt Cent.er .• !-IeenjQy~d .Mcirle' LockwOO<i and husband 

. his ·h()mettere~riQWihg heiwas ·· $cotr of Helena; eight 
alWaysclOs& to family, frierids;:g;raridchildfen iricludin~l: ,Roti, 

N, e.iIShep'. he. rd. aodtnefalTi1. h'rfaet,6r{this lang 'T~rri.COra', Lon. Megann. Ryah. 
LaQQrpsyweekend,Nellws$ Kim, '~nd Sean; 12 great-

Neil Shepherd was born Junespendin.gtitn~ with friend~ at:llr.an~Rhlldren,; tWo step s,lst~rs: 
11, W23atCh~te'(. Montana. He Esse:?c; MT; Mhoughhis death MaJY Anna-Zauner of Kalispell, 
was one 6ffive children ,bOrn to Was unfirMly, he 'di~dpeacefully~nd[)ixie1'yeot MinneapOlis; 
Glen and Lottie (MifcheH)ltFhlssleep.ohthlspaslSatutday Minnesota; special ftieiidNel1 
Shepherd. Neil grew up in ,mortling August 31, 2002. He McLouth Q.fCut Bank; many 
Chester andre.ceived his was '79yearsold: ' cousinsJnciuding:Janell Wardell 
edueal/on l1ere,gtadu;:IUng from N¢llwas .~ life-long member of ofCh~Ster.ThelmaShaw bfPeer 
Chester HighSchoolin 1942. For the 'Chesler United Methddist Lqdge, and Heleri Welch of Lake 
the OexttWo years hecbntinued 'chmetr; he served, in · many Oswego,Oregoh;ar'ld numeroiJs 
his sohooifngat Notthern capacities oneburchbOards 8nd ilePhews$nd nieces. N.ellw~s 
Montana College in-Havre, cotnml~teesover the yean;~ Hepr~ceQ~d ' il1 death by his wife, 

NeH enlisted into the US ArlTiY was also active in the Chester .par~nts,three brothers: Ralph. 
in 1.945 during the final days ofAm~r~c8n Legion,assis~ing With H~tOldai:td Leo Shepherd. and 
Wond WailL Heafiained the rankmariy military bddal rltes,onesisfer Carrie Bracken. 
of Corpora/and selVed stateside · Mem'6rial Day services, holidayF:uneralservices wMe 
before receiVil\9 his honorable JI!l9A>tac¢men~,and other local i)c:rti<:Iu:<::fecl at 11:00 am 
dis9h(ifge due to military ' a(;ii~t'e~,1r1 f~59 he serva<I as Wepnes~y Septemqer4, 2OQ'2 
demobilIza.tlon. While serving In CommanderQftheMontanaStateattheOilester united Methodist 
the. Army; hemet his wife"to-be,Amertca:n Leg}on,and attendedchtiich bypastotWavelandl<ing. 
Alic~, Ma..rie Nelson, They were . nume(dusst~te and natjoh.al Vocal music by Karn.a MoKon 
mai'ri~(i in Mis~ula pn Octob~r pooyentip,hS.ll)tne· years that lnclu:(ied "He Gave M~ Lqrd 
26, 1946. They evenluallyfolloWed. In addition Neil servedJesus~ .and~HowGreatThouJ\rt· 
retumeclto theShepnerd farm .at ' . on ·theMC)nt~naBoard. ofScriptLre readings were~yScq~t 
Chester, where theyworked and ' YeteransAffairsftom 1978~1994. Lockwood, and personal 
raised their 'two children. 'Oilier rnembe'rships included teme.rfibrances. were shared · by 

In 1952 the Shepherds bu.ilta tneOhesteriJons, Jj)pUnMasonic OuaneElracken. Ushers were E.arl 
new home in Chester. In addition Lodge, the (jreatFalis Shriners 'Keith and ' Jack Henderson. 
to farming, Neil operated theClu,b)e~. Qptirnistplub ()fweatFriend~ '. serVing as ,Pallbearers 
StandardbHBtllkPlant in Chester' failS; aM tneGreat Falls Elks 'v;>ere rilckHeildersoM,Lyle Giee. 
fora few years. They Sold their' Lodge~ Tom . Osterman. ' John 
Chester home in 1972 and moved ·. Neil's' hbbbies were many. He . Kamll1erzell, Tom Gummer, abd 
to Great Falls, where Neil 10j/edtogQlt,especlallydl,lringUn ,Duffil).ln.te(m~ntwasJnthe 
continued to work for Standard Oil ' iI;t9~ plannAAQ1,Jtingswithffi~n<~SOhes~t3rCemelery, . MIJI1a,!'Yrit~s 
in th~ bulkft.Jefbllsii1~.s$~ .. ~fM~rta$ Wi!~yJ~Sh~lpy ·or \11:e~~re pefformeclandtti~tfl{!.g was 

After '10 . yea.rs in Great FaJls; COi.i'nf!yOI.ub:inCunmnk~ He,a'isopresehted byOon Buffih'gtbn.A 
tile Shepherds movJ~d back ·td . eNoye(ibowling: withAllceallQ ,lor)cheQriWi:\sl1eJd aUneoQl,lrch. 
tlleirfarm near ~hesJer.Theytr(~rfd$ fpr . iYI~hy y'ear$ .• ; Neflf;tra:tJgem~nts . by Ri),Ckhlan 
began spending their wInters in ' 1:l1~aysk)()k~J~r:Ward tOE:\gp:~ .F=une:ral Chapel, Chester. 
Hemet, Gaiifrirnia where they c~.r4: gi:\nie;apd waseSpeOi&lIy 



MYRA MAE(GIFFORD) ROSS SITCH 

Born: October 31, 1 91 6 - Died: July . 20, 2002 

Myra Sitch. 
Myr~ Mae (Gifford) Ross Sitch 

was born October 31, 1916 at 
Drake, North Dakota. Her parents . 
were lone E.Hanson and Olen 0 ; 
Gifford, and she was one of nine 

._~ildren. Myra grew up in No!:!:~ 

Dakota and 'recelved her formal 
education there. . 

She married George ·Ed~:1:t6ss 
on June 25, 1934 at Great Falls, 
Montana. They made their home 
in Chester where Myra began her 
life as a homemaker and mother 
of three daughters. The Ross 
family moved to Hamilton in 1953. 
Following the untimely death ot 
their daughter Candyce in 1966. 
the Ross' adopted their two 
grandsons mark and Scott. They 
spent three years in Helena before 
moving to Spokane, Washington 
In 1970. Husband Eddied in 1972. 
Myra and the two. boys remained 
in Spokane until 1981 , then moved 
back to Chester to be closer to 
other family members. 

Myra began dating a local 'arm 
widower, Fred Sitch. They were 
married in Shelby on July 1. 1984. 
They made their home in Chester 
where they were active in 
community and social functiOns. 
Fred died in 1998. Myra continued 

- to rIVe in their Chester home until 
this past December when her 
health started to decline. Since 
.hen she has lived with her son 
ScoU Ross and his family. Myra's 

·enjoyed a good JOflOWayne-
Liberty County Times movie. Because of her interest in . 

July~ 2002 
health continued (0 fail. On 
Saturday morning July 20, 2002 
she collapsed at home and died 
soon after arrival at the Chester 
hospital. She was 85 years· old. 

Myra waaproud to be a lifelong 
member of the Assembly of God 
Church in Chester. She served as 
a Sunday school teacher and 
camp counselor at Glacier Bible 
Camp for several years. She loved 
children and waS always excited 
to see them involved in church 
activitie!i. In fact, one of her 
favorite camp kkts Mary BalIeng~, 
is now an active missionary in 
WestAfnca. and Myra.had always 
felt some personal accomplish­
ment In this, 

When Myra returned to Chester 
in the 1980s, she envisioned more 
activities for the senior citizens 
here. Before long. she organized 
the "Hi-Line ·Chuckwagon Band; 
a group ot seniors who played 
entertaining music with 
homemade instruments. Not only 
did she head up the band, she 
made most of the instruments for 
the band and personally 'played' 
the washboards in the band. A 
memorable highlight was in 1991 
when the band traveled 10 BilUngs 
to perform at a .state Council on 
Aging Conference, where then 
Governor Stan Stevens played 
with the band and was inducted 
as an honorary member of the 
bane!. 

Myra had many hobbies over 
~ years. In her younger days she­
enjoyed Swimming and camping. 
She and husband Ed liked to rock­
hound and make jewelry. DUling 
her years in t'familton, Myra loved 
to bake and decorate cakes; in 
fact, she made rnany wedding 
cakes and catered several social 
events during her time there. She 
also enjoyed sewing, crocheting. 
and needlework. In later years 
Myra spent her quiet time reading, 
especially fond of louis L'Amour 
and Zane Grey writings. She also 

the preservation of local history, 
she volunteered as a worker at the 
liberty County Museum. Myra 
loved being around people, sO her 
family and friend were very 
important to her. 

Myra is survived by two 
daughters. Glenda Keune ot 
Chester, and Cheryl Hughes and ' 
husband Ken of Hamihon; two 
sons and theii" spouses: Mark and 
Jody Ross of Conrad, and Scott 
and Shelley Ross of Chester; five 
grandchildren; 16 great~9rand­
children ; five great-great::­
grandchildren; two sisters: Carrie 
Harmon of Everett, Washington, 
and Sue Brown of Chester; four' 
brothers: Wally Gifford of Duarte, 

. California, Russell- Gifford of 
Florida, Glen "Butch" Gifford of 
Brady, and George Gifford of 
Sugarland, Texas; and many 
nieces and nephews. 
: She was preceded in death by 
'her parents, her daughter, and her 
husbands, and two brothers: 0.0. 
and Roland Gifford. 

FUrieral services were 
:conclucted at 11:00 am Tuesday 
July 23, 2002 at the Chester 
Assembly of God Church by 
Pastor Todd Lanman. Vocalists, 
Candy Ross and Ruthann Norick. 

. performed "I Can Only Imagine" 
and "Mansion Over the Hilltop," 
respectively. Pianist Nick laSorte 
provideq prelude music and 
accompaniment . to Ruthann. 
Debbie Lanman played as the 
congreQ..ation sang "The Old 

.. Rugged Cross· and ~I" FlY Away." 
At the end of the serviCe; tilped 
music by the Chuckwagon Band 
with Myra on washboards included 
"When the Saints Go Marching Jn~ 
and other favorites. Ushers were 
Lance McDowell and LeRoy 
Green. Pallbearers were Thadd 
Gifford, Gary Jensen, Ed 
Staudacher, Cliff Hanson, Charlie 
Thielman, and Rob Laas: 
Memorial bearers were listed as 
"al/.of Myra's friends and relatives." 

Grave.side prayers by Pastor 
Bryan Gifford followed at the 
Chester Cemetery. A taped 
bagpipe rendition of "Amazing 
Grace~ was played. A luncheon 
was held arthe church'. 



ELIZABETH PHOEBE "BETH" (PIMLEY) SKONORD 

. Born: August 18, 1 91 3 - Died: June 21, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

.. 
e / .. . 

Elizabeth Skonord 
Elizabeth Phoebe "Beth" 

Skonord was born August 18th, 

1913 at Park Rapids. Minnesota. 
She was the youngest of six 
children bom to Lorena Eade aOd 
James Pimley Jr. The same year 
Beth was bom, Her (ather traveled 
to Montana to claim a homestead . 
near Joplin. About a year later 
mother and children boarded an 
immigrant train to their new home 
in Montana Beth's older brothers 
also filed homesteads here. 

In 1923 the Pimley family 
(including father, mother, and the 
younger children) returned to 
Minnesota to care for their ailing 
parents. Beth finished her formal 
education at Park Rapids and also 
earned a teaching certificate. She 
taught in a rural Minnesota school 
for a year. In 1934 Beth and her 
mother came back to Montana to 
visit her siblings, who lived near 
the Lars Skonord homestead 
while there, Beth met he~ 
husband-ta-be, Palmer Skonord 
and they were maniee in Joplin o~ 
June 15th

, 1935. 
Beth and Palmer made their 

home on the Skonord farm 21 
miles north of Joplin throughout 
their working lives. In addition to 
fanning and ranching they raised 
a family of five. They retired from 
farming in 1972 and moved to the 

June 26, 2002 

Chester rest home, happy and 
appreCiative to have her children 
and grandchildren nearby; · This 

_. -paSli·~'Fiday:'''in'ofiii#~ jj(lftihe--
21,2002) she suffered a heart · 
aHack; Beth passed away later 
that evening at the Chester 
Hospital. She was 88 years old. 

During their married years on 
the fann, the SIOOord's were active 
members of the Immanuel 
Lutheran Church. After retiring to 
Chester, they became loyal 
members of Our Savior's Lutheran 
Parish. They also enjoyed the 
fellowship at the Chester Senior 
Center. 

In addition to being a farmwife 
and mother, Beth taught school for 
several years at the Tingdahl 
country 'school near the farm. 
Sadly, s~e was preceded in death 
by tow young sons: Gary Palmer 
died at age 2 from Scarlet Fever 
in 1939 and Gary Dean died at age 
16 from auto accident injuries in 
1955. 

Beth and Palmer enjoyed 
gardening; danCing, and playing 
cards (mainly pinochle, and Whist.) 
Beth's personal hobbies were 
many. She loved to ~ochet; she 
made (literally) hundreds of 
Afghans, booties, decorative 
hangers and other crocheted 
items over the years! She also 
enjoyed crossword puzzles and 
reading (especially, "romimces" by 
Danielle Steel). In her younger 

. days she loved to swim; in her later 
,years she loved to walk for good 

exercise. Beth was an exceptional 
cook and her family will never 
forget her German Chocolate 
cakes, banana and sugar cookies, 
and delicious fried chicken! 
. f!eth enjoyed the Simple things 
In IIfeO Simple gifts, events and 
traditions Were all precious to her. 
"Loving, n "Sweet" and " thoughtful" 
are words that deSire her, and she 
always maintained a good sense 
of humor. last but not least. She 
Sincerely appreCiated the love ot 
her family and friends. 

Survivors include 2 daughters, 
Geri Broadhurst, (and husband 
Bud), of Ledger, and Beverly 
Green (and husband LeRoy) of 
Chester; 1 son Rudy Skonord (and 
wife Karen) of Kalispell, 1 sister in 
law Alma Hadford (and husband 
Lloyd) of Joplin, 15 grandchildren 
(including Kim, Patti, Joan, Tara 
Craig, Rory, Wendy, Toni, Jani: 
Micah, Jessica, Casey, Debbie, 
Daren and Darwin,) 25 great 
grarldchildren; and many nieces 
and nephews. In addition to her 
husband, sons, and parents, Beth 
was preceded in death by 2 sisters 
(Hazel King and Murial Yoctoric) 
and 3 brothers (Anson, James, 
and Percy Pimley). 

Funeral services were 
conducted at 11:00 am Tuesday 
(June 25 th) at Our Savior's 
Lutheran Church in Chester by 
Reverend Tim Singleton. Kim 
Stensland served as pianist and 
Desi Stensland sang "In the 
Garden" & .. Borning Cry" the 
congregation sang -How Great 
Thou Art." Two special. taped 
selections were played.' Karen 
Skonord, Beth's grandcflildren 
served as ushers, ~ndle fighters, 
eulogists, and pallbearers, shared 
Scripture readings. Burial 
followed at the Joplin Cemetery. 
Family and friends retumed to Our 
Savior's for a fellowship luncheon. 
Arrangements by Rockman 
Funeral Chapel, Chester. 



RUBY MARIE (MANGOLD) SKOYEN 

Born: 1937 - Died: June 16, 2002 

Great Falls Tribune 

June 1 8, 2002 

Ruby Marie Skoyen 
CHINOOK - Ruby Marie (Man­

gold) Skoyen, 65, of Chinook, a li­
brarian's aide, died Sunday at her 
home of an apparent heart attack. 

Her funeral is 11 a.m. Thursday 
at lloyd Sweet Auditorium in Chi­
nook High School, with burial at 
the Skoyen family ranch north of 
Chinook. Edwards Funeral Home 
in Chinook is handling the. 
arrangements. 

Survivors include her husband, 
Floyd Skoyen; a daughter, Jen An­
drews Skoyen; sons John, Greg 
and Loren Skoyen, all of Chinook; 
sisters Betty Sattleen of Chinook, 
Shirley Kline of Rudyard and 
Marge Stubbs of Arizona; and 
eight grandchildren. 



HELEN KAY (THIELMAN) SLEATER 

Born: January 12, 1940 - Died: Mar~h 17, 2002 

Great Falls Tribune 

March 21, 2002 

----- -------;------------~-----

Helen Kay S\eater" , 
CHESTER- Chester native ' He­

len Kay (Thielman) Sleater, 62, 
died · Sunday at her home in Salt 
Lake City, Utah, She had been ill 

for some time. 
A graveside 

service is noon 
Thursday at Salt 
Lake City Ceme­
tery. Holbrook 

'.' M:6ituaryof Salt 
Lake . City is in 
charge of arrange­
ments. 

Sleater She is survived 
in 1961 by her children, 

Scott Sleater, 
Paula Sleater and Becky Sleater, 
all of Salt Lake City; her father, 
Arthur Thielman of Great ,Falls, 
two sisters alld ·a granddaughter. . 

She was preceded in death by 
her husbifnd, Norinan L. Sleater, 
and an infant son. 

Her mother, Alice (Reid) Thiel­
man, also has died. 

Helen was bom Jan. 12, 1940, in 
Chester to ArthUr' and Alice (Reid) 
Thielman. She moved to Salt Lake 
at the age of 20, where she met 
Norman L. Sleater.They married 
Sept. 16, 1961" in Elko, Nev., and 
spent 35 happy years together. 

Helen's life was devoteq to doing 
for her family, to whom she was an 
example of kindness, patience and 
service. She loved the outdoors, 
gardening, strawberries and cheer­
ing on the Denver Broncos. Most of 
all, she loved her granddaughter, 
Alexandra Kay Sleater, and the 
companionship of her many 
friends (Marilyn H., Marilyn B., 
Janelle, Patty, Jolene, and Perry). 

. Our family may only aspire to at­
tain the respect, love and . admira­
tion that this proud woman gained 
over her countless. years of medical 
ailments. This very special lady will 
be missed by all. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions 
may be ' made to the American 

. Heart Association in her memory. 



· RUDOLPH "RUDY" JOSEPH SPINLER 

Born: March 22, 1914 - Died: August 23, 2002 

Great Falls Tribune 

August 26, 2002 

Rudolph 'Rudy'Joseph Spinier 
HAVRE - Rudolph "Rudy" 

Joseph SpinIer, 88; World War II 
veteran and retired farmer, of 

Havre, died Fri­
day at a Havre 
care facility of 
natural causes. 

His funeral 
service is 2 p.m. 
Tuesdayin the St. 
Jude Catholic 
Church in Havre, 

Spinier with burial in the 
Highland Ceme­

tery with full military honors, fol­
lowed by a reception at the Vets in 

Havre. Holland and Bo-E nine Funeral Home is 
handling the arrange­
ments. 

Survivors include a sister, Agnes 
Wenel of Medford, Minn.; and 
brothers, Jay SpinIer of Havre and 
Frank SpinIer of Hingham. . 

He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Dorothy (Hanson) SpinIer in 
1976. 

He also is survived by two sis­
ters-in-Iaw, Lillian SpinIer of Havre 
and Judy Spinier of Hingham, and 
numerous nieces and nephews . . 

Rudy was born March 22, 1914, 
to Rudolph J. and Mary (Spinier) 
Spinier at Hingham. They preced­
ed him in death. He attended Bren­
nan School, north of Hingham. In 
1963, Rudy married Dorothy Han­
son in Havre. The couple resided at 
937 2nd Street N. in Havre. She 
died in 1976. ' 

Before entering the u.s. Army, 
Rudy worked for Frank Kocar in 
Hingham from 1929 until 1940 as a 
farm laborer raising wheat, oats 
and rye. He operated the reaper, 
combine and tractor. He also re­
paired farm machinery .and trac­
tors. 

---On-Nov. 20~f94(rRudy-eiiterea ­
the Army. He was a member of the 
engineer construction battali0!1, 
which constructed roads, built 
bridges and constructed other ob­
stacles such as mines and cleared 
minefields. He used jackhammers, 
wrecking bars, picks and shovels, 
and pioneer sets. He was wounded 
in Sicily and received a Purple 
Heart. He also received an EAME 
Theatre Ribbon, a Bronze Service 
Star for the Rome-Arno Campaign, 
and a Bronze Service Star for par­
ticipation in the Algerian Tunsinian 
SiciIlan and Naples Campaigns. He 
received the American. Defense 
Service medal, the Good Conduct 
Medal, the American Theatre Rib­
bon, the World War II Victory 
Medal, and a Lapel Button. He was 
honorably discharged March 8, 
1946. 

From 1947 untjl 1952, Rudy 
owned and operated the SpinIer 
family farm near Hingham. He also 
was a veterinary assistant for a 10-
cal clinic. He was also a service sta­
tion attendant before retiring. He 
moved to Havre for employment 
reasons in 1958. 

He was a member ofthe St. Jude 
Catholic Church, the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars and the Disabled 
American Veterans. He enjoyed 
raising his chickens and gardening. 
He was very patriotic, flying a flag 
on a flagpole located on his front 
lawn year-round. He was a mem­
ber of the Honor Guard and 
presided at numerous funerals for 
fellow veterans. 

He was also preceded in death by 
three sisters, Martha Beranek, Eliz­
abeth "Bessie" Smiler and Mary 
Matejcek; and two brothers, Vencil 
Spinier and Benjamin SpinIer. 

Memorials in Rudy's honor may 
be made to: The Building Fund, st. 
Jude Catholic Church, 624 Fourth 
Street, Havre, MT 59501. 



COURTNEY JENNIFER STAHL 

Born: September 1, 2000 - Died: Febr~~ry 16, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

February 20, 2002 

_ _________ , _ _ _ ••• __ • _ _ _ _ ~ _ _ • __ 0 __ - • _ _ . _. _ _ • _ ___ •• ,_._ • • _ _ ~ ___ .• "_ - ___ •• _ _ _ • 

Courtney J. Stahl 
Courtney Jennifer Stahl, age 1 

1/2, died from complications of 
Cerebral Palsy on Saturday 
morning February 16, 2002 at 
Benefis East Medical Center in 
Great Falls. 

Courtney was born on 
Septembt;lr 1, 2000 at Medicine 
Hat, Alberta, Canada. The only 
child of Richard and Rosa Stahl, 
her short life was spent with the 
loving care of her family at Gildford 
Hutterlte Colony. Courtney loved 
to be cuddle~ and always 
responded with her precious 
smile. This special little girl will 
always be remembered by those 
who knew her. 

Survivors include her parents 
Richard and Rosa Stahl of the 
Gildford Colony; maternal 

grandparents Elias and Annie 
Stahl of Atzikom, Alberta; paternal 
grandparents, Fred and Susanna 
Stahl of Gildford Colony; great­
grandmother Susanna Stahl of 
Cranford, Alberta;-paternal great­
grandparents Paul and Katie Stahl 
of Gildford Colony; and numerous 
aunts, uncles and cousins. She 
was preceded in death by her 
paternal grandfather Mike Stahl. 

The family offers this poem 
(author unknown) in memory of 
their beloved daughter. 
When God calls little children to 
. dwell with him above, 

We Mortals sometime question 
the wisdqm of His Jove. 

For no heartache compares with 
the death of one small child, 

Who does so much to make our 
world seem wonderful and 
mild. 

Perhaps God tires of caUing the 
aged to his fold, 

So he picks a rosebud before it 
can gr~w old. 

God knows how much we need 
them and so he takes a few; 

To make the land of Heaven 
more beautiful to view. 

Believing this is difficult, still 
somehow we must try; 

The saddest word mankind 
knows will always be 
"goodbye". 

So when a little child departs we 
who are left behind, 

Must realize God loves 
children-Angels are hard to 
find. 
Courtney's funeral was 12:30 

pm Monday February 18, 2002 at 
the Gildford Colony Hutterian 
Church. Burial followed at the 
Gildford Colony Cemetery. 
Arrangements made by Rockman 
Funeral Chapel, Chester. 



DONALD GLENN STARK 

Birth: November 27, 1925 - Death: December 10, 2002 

Donald Stark 
Donald Glenn Stark was born 

in Great Falls, Montana on 
November 27, 1925. He was the 
only child of Lynne aM Ann 
(Dittrich) Stark. Don grew up on 

.. th~ family farm north of Rudy~rd. 
Re-received •. rWf'Y sC~90lJhg in 
Rudyard; tHen a:ttend~ the 
Happy Hollow Country School for 
two years (this was a on-room 
schoolhouse located 1-1/2 miles 
North of the farm). He finished his 
secondary education in Rudyard, 
gra~ating from Rudyard HJflh 

SCh<;,ol j~ 1943. The began 
working with hisfblks on the farm. 

Donald was inducted into the 
~S Army in 1945 to' serve in the 
Infantry during World War II. His 
rank was Private First Class and 
he received training as a sharp­
shooter rifleman. Fortunately the 
w:ar was winding down so he was 
given an honor~ble discharge in 
1946. Although he never served 
o~erseas, he was awarded a 
~lctOry Medal at the time of his 
discharge. 
_ Don return ed to the farm at 
Rudyard. Sometime later, he met · 
a Canadian nurse who was 
working in Havre; this lady was 
Anne Hawrylak. They were 
married on October 28, 1949 at 
S1. Jude'~ Church in Havre. They' 
made their home in Havre for the 
next seven years where Don 
worked for the railroad, the Case 

.. ai'll} JaAn Deet:e dealershtJ!)&; 'a.!,d .: 

Liberty County Times 

December 18, 2002 
; <fi'eltNesL servIM:.GMtet itrurj" ·~ 
;tnaHime·, In - f956the~nnbved 19 
the Stark farm nine miles · North 
of Rudyard, where they have lived 
and worked since. They raised a 
family of three daughters. 

Don's health had been good 
over the years. 0..!l...this past 
TueSday Decemberl() 2002 he 
was out in the farmyard' watching 
grain .being loaded Into a truck for 
market. Without complaint or 
warning, he suddenly collapsed. 
Resuscitative attempts were to no 
avail. Don died at the age oU7 
years. 

Donald was a past member of 
the Hill County Water Board and 
the Farmer's Union Board in : 
Rudyard. He was active at Out 
Lady of Ransom Catholic Churctf 
in Hingham, wnerehe was 
baptized after his marriage to' 
Anne~ 

In addition to farming Don was 
in the hog business from 1962-
19'~.:.; he raised ;SPF pigs. and 
ufiled, the profits to put his three 
daoghters through college. Don 
loved wor!<ingon the farm. He 
was a 'fix'-It' man who could . dCf 
almost any plumbing, electrical. or 
mec;l)anical project, and he took 
great pride in keeping ' his 

machinery in good working 
condition. 

He also was one of the top 
welders in the county; he could 
make something out of nothing by 
using his creative welding skills. 
Always a good neighbor, Don was 
ready to help his friends 
whenever they needed him. 
Because of is passion for reading 
and learning, he was very 
knowledgeable on many subjects, 
then adapted this knowledge to 
practical use. 

~is hobbies were simple. He 
enjoyed horseback riding in his 
yout.h and continued to enjoy 
hunting and fishing. In addition to 
reading he liked to play Solitaire 
during his quiet time. His favdrite . 

. television activities were rodeos -
and·~ing events. 

-- /\ persOlla6leman, he-enjoyeif 
'telling stories and jokes when 
', ~t:eeting · friends", HevaRd 'Aooe 
~1t&~f<1cfttStant cfjrfip~r\ibns~g 
their 53 · years:cClf 'marrledHife 
together.' . -

In addition to his wife, Don is 
survived· by three daughters and 
their spouses: Marjorie and 
LeWayen Kroeger of Libby, MT, 
Donna and Jerry Hall of Great 
Falls, MT and Jean and Robert 
Becker of Helena, MT;five 
grandchildren: Katie and Eric 
Kroeger, and Christopher, Adam, 
_and Nicole. Becker; and one 
cousin Joanne English of Havre. 
Don waspreceded in death by his 
parents. 

Funeral Mass was 11 :00 ain 
Friday Decernbert3, 2002 at Our 
Lady of Ransom Catholic Church 
in Hinghamby Father Joseph 
,Diekhans. Iris White was organist. 
~VOcalist ' Marcus Jochim 
:pertormed "Amazing 'Grace," "On 
Eagle's Wings," "How Great Thou 
Art," and "Be Still My Soul." 
Greeters were Eric Kroeger and 

. Christopher Becker. Reader was 
Terry Hybner; the communion 
gifts were presented by Katie 
Kroeger, Adam Becker, and 
Nicole Becker. Eucharistic 
ministers were Dan Hybner, Tim 
Gatzemeier, and Mary Lois 
Hybner. Eulogist was Robert 
--.------~~ 

. "Joe" Becker. Pallbe~~~~;~--
Fred Rigg, Ross Bartz, Jerry 
Copenhaver, Mel VanWechel, 
Bob McKinley, and Jerry Hybner. 
Honorary bearers were Buster 
Ness, Art Ditmar, Arnie Woods, 
Joe DeMartin, Mark Widdis, and 
Alvin Krejci. Interment was at the 
Rudyard Cemetery. Military 
"Taps· were played and the flag 
was presented. by Alvin Krejci. A . 
luncheon followed at the Rudyard 
Catholic Youth Center. 

Arr,angements by Rockman 
Funeral Chapel, Chester. 
Memorials will be given to 
Triangle Health Care in Chester. 



RICKIE HINES "RICK" STARKE 

Born: October 9, 1956 - Died: October 6, 2002 
~ "' 

liberty County Times 

October 30, 2002 

Rickie Starke 
Rickie Hines "Rick" Starke, age 

45, formerly of Chester and Cut 
Bank, died Sunday evening 
October 6,' 2002 at Rawlings, 
Wyoming. 

Rick was born on October 9 
1 ~56 at Hav~e, Montana. Hi~ 
parents were Heinz and Audrey 
"Pat" (McCourt) Starke and he 
was the youngest son in a family 
of six. Rick grew up in Chester 
and received his early schooling 
here. The Starkes moved to Cut 
Bank in 1964, so he finished his 
education there, graduating from 
Cut Bank High School in 1974. 
During those high schoo! yearS he 
excelled in football and wrestling 
but loved all sports in general. 
Rick continued his education at 
Western Montana College in 
Dillon, where he played football . 
He mat Pamela Smith of Dillon 
and they were eventually married 

in 1984: Together they had a 
daughter Tarryn Lynn. Although 
they later divorced, they remained 
good friends throughout the 
years. 

Rick worked on oil drilling rigs 
in Montana, Alaska and Wyoming 
all of his life. He had just moved 
from Casper to Rawlings, 
Wyoming on the weekend of his 
death to . work in the oil fields 
there. He suffered a seizure in his 
pickup at the parking lot near a 
convenience sfore : ''Rewa-S" 
rushed to the Carbon County 
Hospital in Rawlings by ambu­
lance, but resuscitative attempts 
were to no avail. 

Rick was preceded in death by 
his father Heinz in 1984. He is 
survived by his daughter Tarryn 
Starke of Belgrade; mother 
Audrey "Pat" Starke of Shelby; 
two sisters Luana Johnson of Cut 
Bank, and Patti Davis of 
Musselshell; three brothers: Ken 
Loveall of Fairview, Utah, Ron 
Loveall of Columbia Falls, and 
_John Starke of Prescott Valley, 
Arizona; 23 nieces and nephews; 
and a host of friends. 

'Memorial services were 
conducted at 1 :00 pm Friday 
October 11, 1001 at the Elks 
Lodge in Cut Bank by Pastor 
Connie Cranston of Shelby. Rick's 
ex-wife Pam served as eulogist. . 
His favorite sOng "The Wind 
Beneath My Wings" by Bette 
Midler was played in tribute_ 
Ushers were Steve Tough, Burke 
McCormick, and Doug Embody. 
Pallbearers included Dave Bell, 
Allen Parrent, Monty Snowden, 
Dick Weatherton, Robert "Bado" 
Kennedy, Mike Simanton, and his 

. other good friends. Graveside 
services and burial of ashes were 
held at 3:00 pm Friday October 
11 , 2002 at the Chester Cemetery_ 
Arrarygements were by Rockman 
Funeral Chapel, Chester. A no­
host reception and uCelebration of 
Rick's Life" was held later that 
same evening at the Elks Lodge 
in Cut Bank: 



HENRY J. STAUDACHER 

Born: May 26, 1908 - Died: October:- 16, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

October 23, 2002 

Henry 
Staudacher 

Henry J. Staudacher, age 94 of 
Holcombe, Wisconsin, died 
Wednesday October 16, 2002 at 
the Cornell Area Care Canter. 

He was bomthe son of Andrew 
and Amanda (Crye) Staudacher 
on May 26, 1908 in Medford, 
Wisconsin. Henry moved with his 
family to Montana in 1912. He 
married Mary Cox on July 22 , 
1932 in Great Falls, Montana. 
They moved · to Holcombe in 
1934. 

Henry was employed in several 
occupations, having worked as a 
rancher raising beef cattle , and 
also raised beans and other 
crops. He was employed as a mail 

'. carrier and had served on the 
Holcombe school board for a 
number of years. 

Henry had been a charter 
member of the first Holcombe 
Lions Club and had donated land 
to the present Lions Club, which 

is now called Staudacher Field. 
H.enry is survived by three 

daughters: Joanne (Anthony) 
Cuban of Spring Valley; California, 
Jean (Peter) Wolfe of Cornell, and 
Carol (John) Bell of Holcombe; 
one son David (Susan) 
Staudacher of Holcombe ; 12 
grandchildren, and 15 great­
grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, wife Mary, one son 
Henry, one daughter Marie in 
infancy, three brothers : Maurice, 
Tom and Wesley, and one sister 
Jessie. 

Memorial services were held at 
1 :30 pm on Sunday October 27, 
2002 at Holcombe United 
Methodist Church in Holcombe 
with Rev. .James McKay 
officiating. Burial was in the 
Holcombe Cemetery. 

Borton Funeral Home in Cornell 
in charge of arrangements. 



ELSIE CATHERINE (WIEWECK) ~TEEN 

Birth: April 14, 1909 - Death: November 22, 2002 

Great Falls Tribune 

November 25, 2002 

ElsieC.iltherine :Steen 
, , -,Catherine 

le",eCK:I ·,~te:en. ,of;~elt, a 
-profes" 

cook, 'died 
at Benefis 

, Nursing 
, Home of natural 
. causes. f.~ , 

" Her mem~ial 
, s~IVice is 1-1 'a.m. 
-Wednesday at , 

Steen ChriSt Church on 
' the HIll, with bur­

ial of cremains in Manchester 
Cemetery. 

Surviv'o~ include a daughter, 
ArIa Thoi!ipson of Belt; sons 
Ronald Krattigerand ~obert Krat­
tiger, both of Great Fans and 
Larry :~tjiger'qf ThreeF.orks;a ~ 
stepson; ' Boh ,Steen ', of Grand 
Forks,N.D.; -18 grandchildren, 31 
greahgxraqdchilgren • and · six 
great -great"gtandchildrep.. '~:' 

EIsi(J~d;h.~mApril14' "I gtj~/'. 
in Buffalo Lake, Minn', ShJ 
move.a ' to Montana as: a snulli 
child and homesteaded with her 
family m the Tiber area. She mar­
ried Frank Krattiger in Great 
Falls in 1932; he died in 1945. She 
later married Melvin Steen in 
Chester in 1960; he died" in 
August of 1993. -

Elsie was active in the Senior . 
Center, and was an avid gardener. 
Her favbrite pastime was bakihg. 

Memorials are suggested to'fthe ' 
donor's.choice. ;. - , 



SWEN ARVID SUNDGREN 

Born: June 19, 1911 - Died: April 19, 2002 

Swen Sundgren 
Swen Arvid Sundgren was born 

June 19, 1911 on the family 
homestead 16 112 miles Northeast 
of Chester, Montana. He was the 
eldest son of six children born to 
Swedish immigrants, Arvid and 
Ericka (Lund) Sundgren. Swan 
grew up on the farm and received 
his' formal education at the 
Sundgren School near there. In his 
early adult years he worked for 
various farmers and ranchers in 
the Chester/Joplin communities; 
naming a few included the 
Thompsons, Jabes, Carlsons and 
Eggens. During that same time he 
began purchasing his own farm 
ground and cattle. 

In the late 1930's Swen wintered 
in 'Jeattle where he worked as a 
riveter for Boeing in the airplane 
industry. In 1942 after the Qptbreak 

-.9L~~~~~~b~.I':~~~1¥~ 
inducted into t/;le U.S. Army. He 
served in company "C" of the 877'" 
Airborne Engineer Batt~lion in 
campaigns at Normandy, Northern 
France, Rhineland, and Central 

. Europe. Following his honorable 
discharge in 1945 he returned to 
the family farm in Montana. 

Swen met his wife to be, Thelma 
Jessie Tapp, on a blind date. They 
were married on June·5, 1949 in 
Great Falls. They farmed and 
ranched in the Chester community 
and raised two sons. They built a 
home in Chester in 1959 and 

--,\~\~~~~fi,~~~~W'e~~ ~~~'-' 
farming operations. In fact, he 
drove the tractor every sprinq until 

Liberty County Times 

April 24, 2002 
~wattOn's," "Lawrence WeJK,"­

"700 Club," "Big Valley," 
"Bonanza," and "Rawhide." Swen 
loved all animals; he had a gentle 
nature with them and could calm 
nervous animals when others 
couldn't. And last but not least he 
had a great love and pride of all of 
his grandchildren. 

move -machinery and assist 
however he could until age 88 .. 

Swen fell and broke his hip in 
1999. He recuperated at the 
Chester and Fort Benton nursing 
homes, then moved to the Marias 
Heritage Center in Shelby in June 
2000. Other than his mobility 
problems, his general health 
remained good. This past month ' 
he developed some breathing 
difficulties, so he transferred to the 
Marias Medical Center. Swen died 
at the Shelby hospital on the early 
morning of Friday April 19, 2002. 
He was 90 years old. 

Swen was baptized and 
confirmed in the Lutheran faith, but 
he and Thelma joined the 
Methodist church in 1956. He was 
active in the United Methodist 
Church in Chester and served as 
a church trustee for several years. 
He was also a member of the 
American Legion in Chester and 
an active Democrat. 

Swen was content with his life 
as a simple man. He was proud of 
his Swedish heritage; although his 
given name was "Swen" he 
preferred to be called "Sven" 
because of the Swedish 
implication. He always greeted his 
friends with a smile and a hand 
shake, and his word was always 
as "good as gold." (In fact years 
ago he was nicknamed "Honest 
SvenH

.) He loved his life as a 
farmer; his pride and joy was his 
8760 John Deere tractor! Always 
the diligent worker, he never 
complained about hard work (even 
after long, monotonous hours. of 
picking weeds by hand in the 
fields.) 

Swen loved the comfort of 
%--~!:!~ __ t:lJljQy~.9_ 1?~C!Yll1R.Q.<!fds_ 

and board games, Le. Whist, 
Pinochle, Sorry and Monopoly, 
and he liked to listen to music, 
especially when his family was 
performing. His favorite radio 
programs were "Grassroots Gold" 
and the "Market News" reports. 
Swen kept aware of current 
events, so he enjoyed reading the 
newspaper and Reader's Digest. 
His favorite television shows were: 

After 42 years of marriage, the 
love of his life, Thelma, died in 
1991 . Swen's survivors include 
two sons and their spouses: Elvin 
and Janet Sundgren of Chester, 
and Harold and Marjorie Sundgren 
of Dickinson, North Dakota; seven 
grandchildren: Tami Park (and 
Dave), Keith Sundgren (and 
Polly), Paul Sundgren (and Roxie) , 
Haley Sundgren, Kristie Pulst (and 
Robert), Ashley Wickum (and 
Justin). and Eric Sundgren; eight 
great-grandchildren: Jason, 
Renee, Stephanie, Jessie, 
Jennifer, Lydia, Phillip and Joshua; 
~wo sisters: Carol Ness of Seattle, 
Washington, and Estrid Freeland 
of Great Falls; and numerous 
nephews and nieces. 

Swen was preceded in death by 
his parents, wife, brother Arthur 
Sundgren, and sisters Margaret 
Thielman and Gladys Carlson 
McNealy. 

Funeral . services were 
conducted at 11 :00 am Tuesday 
April 23 2002 at Chester United 
Methodist Church by Pastor Kama 
Hamilton-Morton. Karen Stack 
served as organist and the 
congregation sang "How Great 
Thou Art" and "The Old Rugged 
Cross ." Two special CD's, 
"Grandpa" and "The Great 
Speckled Bird," were played 
during the service. The closing 
was a piano rendition of "Red 
River Valley' :~~er_~._w.~~ _ J=l~ 
and Art Johnson. Pallbearers were 
Swen's grandchildren. Honorary 
bearers were listed as his old 
friends and neighbors. Graveside 
services included prayers and a 
shortmilitaiY CSiSiT.ony. Giandson 
Paul Sundgren made the flag 
presentation. A luncheon followed 
at the church. 

Arrangements by Rockman 
Funeral Chapel, Chester. 



OLIVE BERTHA (WOOD) SVENSON 

Birth: July 25, 1912 - Death: December 15, 2002 

Olive Svenson 
, Olive Bertha (Wood) Svenson 
was born at Estevan, 
Saskatchewan, Canada on July 
25, 1912. She was one of a family 
of 11 and her parents were 
William and Margaret (Loehr) 
Wood. She spent her early years 
in North Dakota aAd Idaho. 
Following the death of her father, 
the Wood family came to Hill , 
Montana near the Sweetgrass 
Hills. Her mother eventually 
bought a relinquished homestead 
north of Chester. Olive grew up 
on the farm and receiv,ed her 
formal education at the Hill and 
Laird Country Schools . In the 
years that followed she worked as 
a hciusekeeper and helper to local 
farm families (including Brauers, 
Lybecks, Lairds, and others). 

Olive met Knut Svenson, a 
§wedish immig:rant who was 
Horking as a sheepherder to the 
north Chester community. They 
were married on November 17, 
1933 at Havre, Montana. They 
began leasing a place north of 
Chester in 1936; in 1944 they 
purchased a farm north of Joplin. 
They lived and worked on this 
farm until their retirement in 1968. 
For the next 11 years they spent ' 
their winters at Yuma, Arizona. 
Knut's health began to fail in 
1983, so they moved permanently 
to Joplin. When Knut passed 

Liberty County Times 

December 25, 2002 
--away'onlV1ai'Ch-14~' 1987~tney' 
had been married 53 years. 

Olive remained in her Joplin 
home until 1985 when she moved 
to me Sweet Grass Lodge in 
Chester. In 1998 she moved back 
to Joplin to live with her daughter. 
When her health deteriorated in 
2001, she transferred to the 
Liberty County Nursing Home. 
Olive died at the Chester hospital 
on Sunday evening December 15, 
2002 at the age of 90 years. 

Olive was baptized and 
confirmed at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church north of Joplin" and she 
maintained her membership 
there. She was one of the Charter 
Members of the Bear's Den Home 

" Demonstration Club. During her 
early married years she served on 
the Burke School Board. For 
several VJinters in Yuma, Olive 
enjoyed working part-time on a 
fruit farm where she packaged 
dates for special order shipments. 
A memorable trip for ' the 
Svensons wa.s ,to the Seattle 
World"Fair in' the 1960s. 

,QUvewas affectionately known ' 

by 4\e( family and friends as 
.. ottie ... ·Her hobbies included 
seWihg, quilting, crocheting, and 
crafts. She loved to work in her 
flower gardens anc:! al~ays , 
worked hard to keep~ her yard ' 
immaculate. An excellent cook, 
she will be remembered by her 
family for her delicious breads, 
doughnuts, and berry pies. Olive 
and Knut loved to play cards, 
especially Pinochle and Whist, 
and they enjoyed bowling. JusUor 
the fun of).1, })Iive collected 
spoons, ~igurities, and rocks. A 
loyal rn9.t!1~r and friend, she also 
enjoyed her'role as farm wife. She 
was proud to, h~ve worked side­
by-side in th'e field with Knut 
during their years on the farm 
together. 

I ncluding': Sh~wn Jones~-she-;:-~i­
Marrs, Tammy Koch, Pamela 
Boucher, and Gay Buffington; 15 
great-grandchildren; and many 
nephews and nieces. 

Olive was preceded in death 
not only by her' parents and 
husband, but also by an infant 
son, a granddaughter Karina 
Svenson, a'nd eight siblings: 
Leora Wood Ness, Edgar Wood, 
Ray Wood, Charles McDaniel, 
Alvin McDaniel, Vern McDaniel, 
Verna McDaniel Wood, and Earl 
McDaniel. 

Funeral services were held at 
1 :00 pm Friday December 20, 
2002 at Bethel Lutheran Church 
in Joplin. Officiating pastors were 
Dale Wolery and Tim Singleton. 
Special music by pianist Shawn 
Jones and guitarist Tyler Jones 
included "The Old Rugged 
Cross ." SolOist, niece Jean 
Patera, performed "Amazing 
Grace," and "The Lord:s Prayer." 
The congregation sang "In the 
Garden" accompanied by Iris 
White, Ushers were Vern Pimley 
and Russ Tempel. ',Pallbearers 

were Lanny and Tyler Jones, Gary 
and Casey Buffington, Russell 
Boucher and Gale Thielman. 
Interme~t was at the Joplin 
Cemetery. A reception followed aL 

Kjos Hall. 
Memorials will be given to the 

Joplin Memorial P~rk. Arrange­
ments by Rockrr.i·ah Funeral 
Qhapel, Chester. 

Survivors include her son , 
Rodney Svenson'a:nd wife Dee of 
Joplin ; her daughter Dorothy 
Fraser and husband Charles of 
Joplin; 'a special daughter Ann 
Thielman of Great Falls; one 
brother Jim Wood of Galata; one 
sister Joyce (McDaniel) Tempel of 
Chester; five grandchildren 



JOHN HARVEY SWANK 

Born: April 29, 1910 - Died: July ~~ 2002 

John Swank 
John Harvey Swank was born 

on April 29, 1910 near 
Nappannee, Indiana in Kasciusko 
County. His parents were Rosa 
Wyman Swank and Charles A. 
Swank and he' was one of 15 
children. The Swank family came 
to Chester, Montana when John 
was 1-112 years old. He grew up 
on the homestead and received 
his earty education at a country 
schOOl near Black Coulee.-John 
finished his schooling in Chester, 
graduating from high school in 
1933. 

John married Ardyce Robison 
on June 26, 1935 at Great Falls. 
They made their home in the 
Chester community where John 
worked in the trucking and 
farming business. In the mid-
19505 they purchased a farml 
ranch operation north of Zurich, 
which John ran in conjunction with 
his Chester farm. The Swanks 
retired in 1972 and began 
spending their winters in Yuma. 
Arizona. They maintained a home 
in Chester during the summer 
months, bus old it last year and 
moved to Great Falls to live with 
a daughter. John's heafth had 
been relatively good consid8ring 
his age. On this past March 17 St. 
Patrick's Day John suffered a 
stroke, which required · extended 
care. He and Ardyce moved to the 
Park Place Health Care canter. 
John died there on the afternoon 
of Thursday July '4, 2002 
Independence Day. He was 92 .. ,... ...... ,..._.4'4 

Liberty County Times 

July 1 7, 2002 
John was a longtime member 

of the Chester United Methodist 
church and had. served on the 

Joplin and the Scottish Rite of 
Great Falls. During his younger , 
~~ .In ·CheSler John served on 
th8SchOOlboard, the volunteer 
fire department, and he was a 
strong supporter in the 
construction of the local 
swimming pool. Last. bUt no least. 
he was proud to be a staunch 
Republican. 

John had always been a hard 
worker during his life. He enjOyed 
gardening and yard work, and he 
could build or repair almost · 
anything. In his youth he enjoyed 
hunting; in later years he did some 
deep-sea fishing. Other activities 
including swimming, bike riding. 
and playing cards. During his 
quiet time at home. John enjoyed 
reading his Bible or 

--Reader's DIgest. He loVed 'to 
spend time with his grandchiIdrenI 
great-grandchi"'dren and was 
always looking for fun things · to 
do. 

Throughout their 67 years of 
married life together. the Swanks 
were fortunate to have good 
health and happiness. They made 
several memorable trips ' to 
Europe, Australia. Panama Canal. 
MeXico. and the Baja Peninsula. 

Survivors include his wife 
Ardyce of Great FailS; two 
daughters: Meredith Anderson 
and huSband Don of Great Falls, 
and Sandy Meech and husband 
Russell of hardy Creek; one son 
Terry Swank and wife Monica of 
Chinook; one brother Ed Swank 
of Chester, seven grandchildren 
including Jeff, Scott, Greg, 
Steffani, Steve, Ronda, and 
Donnie; 12 great-grandchildren; 
and many nieces and nephews. 
John was preceded in death by 
his parents, one granddaughter 
Robin Meectl. 8Ild 13 siblings. 

Memorial · service was 
conducted by Pastor Kama 
Morton. Special readings were by 
grandchildren Steffan; Grogan, 
Jeff Anderson, and Donnie 
Meech. Grandsons serving as 
ushers were Steve Swank, Scott 
Anderson, and Greg Anderson. 
Pianist was Gail Ciam. John's 
two daughters, Meredith and 
Sandy, performed vocal music 
'including "Because He Lives," 

. :-How Great Thou Art" and 
, ·~ansion Over the Hilltop." A 
luncheon fOllowed at the church. 

John's ashes were buried in the 
family plot at the Chester 
Cemetery. Arrangements by 
Rockman Funeral Chapel of 
Chester. Memorials will be given 
10 the United Methodist Church, 
Uberty County Hospital, or 
donor's chOice .. . :. . " 



Born: 

KENNETH RAYMOND "KENNY" TEMPEL 
September 22, 1925 - Died: April 21, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

Kenneth Tempel 
Kenneth Raymond "Kenny" 

Tempel was born September 22, 
1925 on the family homestead in 
the Alma community 20 miles 
Northwest of Joplin, Montana. He 
was one of seven children born to 
Gus and Louise (Heyen) Tempel. 
Kenny grew up Or;t the farm and 
received his formal education at 
the Tingdahl School near there. 
Following his 'school years, he 
pursued his care,er as a Montana 
farmer. 

In 1946 he enlisted in the US 
Army and served during the 
Korean Conflict. He attained the 
rank of Corporal; in the 564th 
Quartermaster Dep9t Company. 
After three years of active service, 
he was honorably discharged in 
1949 and returned to Montana. 

Kenneth met his wife-to-be, 
Lillian Marie Abrahamson, and 
they were married October 11, 
1950 at Havre, Montana. Initially 
they farmed in partnersflip with his 
brother 'Ernie, in the north Joplin 
community. They eventually split 
up the land. Kenny, Lillian, and 
their family of six daughters made 
their home on the old Dodds Keith 
place, located 23 miles north of 
Chester. Over the years they 
raised horses, cows, pigs, sheep, 
dogs, cats, and other farm 
animals. After the kids were all 

. grown, they bought a house in 
Chester in 1980. They commuted 
to and from the farm until 1989, 
and then officially retired. 

1 
Kenny's health remained 

reasonably good through his early 
70s. He developed weakness in 
his legs with other complications 
so he moved to the Liberty County 
NurSing Home in Chester in 1997. 
He was recently transferred to the 
Chester hospital where he died on 
Sunday morning April 21, 2002. 
He was 76 years old. 

Working as a farmer his entire 
life, . Ken learned to be a good 
handyman. He could fix most' 
anything and always kept his shop 
well organized. In his younger 
days he enjoyed hunting. He also 
liked to g6 fishing, especially with 
his children and his old friend, 
Dodds Keith. Kenny enjoyed 
traveling and made memorable 
trips to Alaska, Hawaii, Wisconsin, 
Michigan, and the Dakotas. Other 
interests included gardening, 
playing cards (mainly pinochle), 
and reading farm and mechanic 
magazines. Kenny loved his 'big 
b·by' toys, namely his 
snowmobiles, and 4-wheelers. In 
his quiet time he enjoyed listening 
to CountrylWestern music-his 
favorite recording artists were 
Hank Williams, Sr., Patsy Kline, 
and Tammy Wynette. He also 
enjoyed old John Wayne movies 
and the comedy of Red Skelton. 
But most of all, he loved visiting 
with family and friends. Kenny 
attended many auctions over the 
years, mainly for the social aspect 
of the sale. 

Kenny is survived by his wife of 
51 years, Ullian of Chester; his six 
daughters and spouses: Donna 
Cal ace of Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, Doris and Tom Kloonz 
of Malad City, Idaho, Sally and 
Fran VanHoudt of Dillon, Janet 
and Elvin Sundgren of Chester, 
Karen Johnson of Chester, and 
Leslie and Bob Wear of Kooskia; 
Idaho; 16 grandchildren: Jason, 
Elisa, Vince, Bryan, Jeannean, 
Shanon, Anna, Haley, Kristie, 
Ashley, Eric, levi, Johanna, Jillien, 
lewis, and Dixie; four great­
grandchildren: Taylor, Trey, Sarah, 
and Odelia; one brother Clinton 
Tempel of Great Falls; two sisters 
Dororhy Heydon of Bozeman, and 
Ellen Overton of Great Falls; and 

many nephews and nieces. Kenny 
was , preceded in death by his 
parents, two qrothers Ernest 
Tempel and an infant, and one 
sister Maggie Anderson. 

Funeral services were 
conducted at 1 :00 pm Thursday 
April 25, 2002 at the Chester 
united Methodist Church by Rev. 
Kama Morton. The congregation 

·sang "Amazing Grace" 
accompanied by Karen Stack as 
organist. A vocal duet of Gaynell 
and Stacy Tempel performed "In 
the Garden" and" "Just a Closer 
Walk with Thee." The family 
selected a special recording by 
Ken Overcast, "Granny's 
Mansion. n Ushers were Robert 
Pulst and Keith Gustitis. , 
Pallbearers included Jason 
Tempel, Shanon Koontz, Vince 
Calace, Eric Sundgren, Scot 
Marshall, Justin Wickum, Lewis 
Johnson, and Bryan Calace. 
Honorary· bearers were listed as 
all of Kenny's relatives, friends, 
and neighbors. Scripture readings 
were by grandchildren Ashley 
Wickum and Jason Tempel. 

Pastor Kama offered committal 
prayers at the Chester Cemetery; 
A poetic reading by granddaughter 
JillienJohnson followed. Military 
"Taps" were played, and then 
daughter Donna, a reservist, and 
granddaughter Elisa, active 
military, presented the flag to 
Ullian. 

A luncheon followed at the 
churCh. Arrangements by 
Rockman Funeral Chapel, 
Chester. 



DOROTHY ELLEN (EDMISTER) VIOLETT 

Birth: June 15, 1914 - Death: Novem .... "'r ~ 26, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

December 4, 2002 

Dorothy Violett 
Dorothy Ellen (Edmister) Violett 

was born at Galata, Montana .on 
~!5, 1914-.: _Sh~ _was one of 
ei\:J~t cHildren bon to Whitney 
Edmister and Nellie Snoderly. 
Dorothy grew up and received her 
education at Galata, graduatiilg 
from high school in 1932. She 
,continued her schooling in 
business and nursing training for . 
a year, then moved to Shelby to 
work as a secretary. . 

Dorothy married a Lothair area 
farmer, Willis H, Violett , on 
February 4, 1938 at San Jose 
California. They made their hom~ 

, at Lothair where Dorothy became 
a homemaker -and mother of 
three. The Violetts retired from 
farming in 1968. They moved to 
the townhouse Apartments in 
Sh.:~lby in 1986. Willis died on 
SepJember6, 1996. Dorothy 
remained in Shelby and 
eventually moved to the Marias 

"Heritage Cer1ter-:--snerelfffiis past .. 
October and was receiving 

. extended care at the Toole County 
Nursing home. Dorothy was 
recently transferred to the Marias 
Medical Center where she died on 
Tuesd?y morning November 26, 

-1QQ2. She was 88 years old. 
Dorothy wasa" past memberor : 

the Eastern Star. An avid bridge 
, enthusiast, she played with 

friends in many tournaments over 
the years. In her quiet time at 
home she enjoyed reading and 
gardening. Dorothy liked to travel; 
she made several memorable 
trips to Alaska, ¢urope, and India. 
The VioleH,s were staunch 
Democrats. ' 

They were proud of their 
children in the fact that they 
received good educations and 
careers. Their daughter Billie Lee 
Violette, is a psychoanalyst in San 
Francisco, CA. Son Richard H. 
Violett is a retired Justice Dept. 
agent in Sand Francisco, CA; and 
son David H. Violett is an 
accountant in Dallas, TX. Dorothy 
. is al!iosurvived by many nephews 
and nieces, including lOcal nieces 
Muriel Steevers, Dqnna Nelson, 
and Marion Wanken. She was 
preceded in death by her parents 
and husband, fwo sisters Mabel 
Standiford , and Vivian Cavett 
and five brothers: Merlin, Donald' 
Leonard, Roy, and Todd Edmister: 

No services are planned at this 
time. Cremation has taken place. 
Her ashes will be puried in the 
family plot at the Lothair 
Cemetery. Arral')gement by 
Rockman FunerCi'chapel , 

~ Ch'$'StElr_" " -



NORA EL VENA (FREY) VOSEN 

Born: January 21, 1915 - Died: Octob~r 23, 2002 

Great Falls Tribune 

October 25, 2002 

Nora Elvena Vosen 
KREMLIN - Nora Elvena 

(Frey) Vosen, 87, of Kremlin, who 
farmed with her husband south of 

Kremlin, died 
Wednesday at a 
Big Sandy care 
facility of natural 
causes. 

Visitation is 7 
to 9 p.m. Sunday 
at Holland and 
Bonine Funeral 

Vosen Home in Havre. 
Her funeral is 11 

a.m. Monday at the funeral home, 
with burial in Highland Ceme­
tery, followed by a fellowship at 
the Eagles. 

Survivors include a daughter, 
Lorraine (Ralph) Beck of Havre; a 
son John (Dianne) Vosen of 

, Pleasant Hill, Iowa; brothers Ray 
Frey of Havre, Floyd Frey and 

· Clarence Frey of Harlem and 
· Dennis Frey of Simms; sisters 
· Doris Morse and Delores Tudor 
· of Havre; six grandchildren; nine 
great-grandchildren and numer-
ous nieces and nephews. . 

- --She was- preceae<ITrldeatliOy 
her parents; her husband, 
Richard George Vosen; brothers 
Edwin Martin Frey, John E. 

· "Jack" Frey; and a sister Loretta 
. Clapper. 

Nora was born Jan. 21,1915, in 
Bottineau, N.D., to John and 

· Christina (Wittmier) Frey. The 
-family lived north of Gildford 
until moving south of Kremlin in 

, 1925. Nora attended Sage Creek 
Country School south of Kremlin. 

On Aug. 4, 1936, she married 
· Richard George Vosen. He died 
Nov. 27, 1999. She spent all of her 
married life on their farm south 
of Kremlin. She enjoyed all the 
farm work, the cattle, harvest, 
gardening, playing cards , danc­
ing, and when she was younger, 
she enjoyed horseback riding. In 

. later years she enjoyed visiting 
with her grand and great-grand­
children. She was a member of 
Kremlin Lutheran Church and the 
Eagles Club. 

Memorials in Nora's honor are 
suggested to The Kremlin Luther­
an Church, Kremlin, MT 59532, 
or The Big Sandy Medical Center, 
Big Sandy, MT 59520, or to a 
memorial of one's choice. 



LUCILE M. (CARTER) WARFORD 

Born: June 2, 1930 - Died: September 24, 2002 

Great Falls Tribune 

September 27, 2002 

- --------------- -- --
Luelle M. Warford 

HAVRE - Lucile M. Warford, 
72, a fonner office assistant for 

-Havre Public 
Schools, died 
Tuesday at a 
Great Falls hospi­
tal of complica­
tions from lung 
and liver cancer. 

-Her funeral is 5 
p.m. today at Fifth 

Warford Avenue Christian 
Church in Havre, 

followed by a reception. Graveside 
services and burial are 3 p.m. Sat­
urday at Custer County Cemetery 
in Miles City, followed by a recep­
tion at Stevenson & Sons Funeral 
Home. 

Survivors include children James 
E. Viall of Mount Vernon, Wash., 
Don J. Viall of Sidney, Paula R. 
Wargo of Burlington, Wash., Marla 
Warford and Brenda J. Evans of 
Havre, Becky L. Willson of 
Winifred, Diane Pierce of Kent, 
Wash., and Herb Warford, Price 
Warford and Hugh Warford, all of 
Florence; her mother, MagdaIine 
Carter of Miles City; a sister, 
LaVawn Guerechit of Oregon; a 
brother, Jim Carter of Chester; 25 
grandchildren and 13 great-grand-
children. \ -

She was preceded in death by 
her second husband, Oris M. War­
ford; two grandsons and two 
;granddaughters. 

Additional survivors include 
daughters-in-law Margo 'Viall of 
Mount Vernon, Wash., Sherry Viall 
of ' Sidney, and Sue Warford and 
Ania Warford of Florence; sons-in­
law Donald Wargo of Burlington, 
Wash., Travis Willson of Winifred, 
Jim Evans of Havre, Deimis Pierce 
of Kent, Wash.; a sister-in-law, Peg 
Carter of Chester; a brother-in-law 
Joe Powell of Billings; an aunt, 
Marg~ret Carter of Miles City; nu-

merotIs- riiecesand nepnews; -and 
the family of the Havre Public 
Schools. 

Lucile "Lucy" was born at her 
Aunt Mary DuRussell's house next 
to the Yellowstone River in Miles 

. City, Mont., on June 2, ,1930, t9 
James D. and MagdaIine (Wiepert) 
Carter. 

She attended Sacred Heart grade 
school in Miles City, Mont., and 
graduated from Custer County 
High School. Shortly after gradua­
tion she married Bill E. Viall; they 
late; divorced. To this union six 
-children were born. 

On March 13, 1970, in Sheridan, 
Wyo., Lucile maqied Oris M. War­
ford. With their marriage, Oris 
brought four additional children. 

While residing in Miles City, she 
was involved in March of Dimes 
and Displaced Homemakers. ' In 
1989, she moved to Havre, where 
she was involved in as a volunteer 
at Northern Montana Hospital and 
Americorp reading program. She 

-was employed at the Havre Public 
. Schools as an office assistant and a 
paraprofessional at Lincoln­
McKinley until retiring in August, 
-2002. 

Her pleasures consisted of read­
ing, sewing, playing card~ and 
spending time with her children 
and grandchildren. She attended 
Fifth Avenue Christian Church in 
Havre. 

In addition to her husband and 
grandchildren, Fawn M. Warford, 
Treyton Pierce, Keenan Viall and 
an infant granddaughter, she was 
also preceded in death by her fa­
ther, James D. Carter; and a sister, 
Laurain Powell. 

Memorials can be sent to the 
American Cancer Society, 1403 W. 
3rd, Spokane, WA 99204, Attention 
Kathi Mattatws, Cancer research, 
in honor of Lucile Warford or Lin­
coln-McKinley Child Fund, 8014th, 
Havre, MT 59501 



DAVID M. WILMES 

Born: August 4, 1909 - Died: Septem~er 15, 2002 

Great Falls Tribune 

September 18, 2002 

-----------.--~--~-- ---

David M. Wilmes 
David M. Wilmes, 93, of 1109 6th 

Ave. N., a retired farmer, died of 
natural causes Sunday at a local 
nursing home. 

At his request, a private family 
gathering will take place 3 p.m. 
Friday at Schnider Funeral Home. 

Survivors in­
dude a daughter, 
Lorraine Watson 
of Sun City West, 
Ariz.; a brother, 
Joe Wilmes of 
Joplin; three 
grandchildren 
and three great-

Wilmes grandchildren. 
He was preced­

ed in death by his wife, Lucille; and 
sons Donald and Stanley. 

Dave was born Aug. 4, 1909, in 
Inverness, Mont., and was raised in 
Inverness. 

He married Lucille Kossel in 
Havre in 1928; she died in 1988. 

Dave engaged in several enter­
prises through the years, including 
owning and managing a bar in In­
verness, the Pepsi-Cola bottling 
plant in Great Falls and a nightclub 
in Kalispell. In the early 1950s, he 
began farming north of Havre and 
continued until retirement. 

Dave enjoyed all hunting and 
fishing, especially goose hunting. 

Memorials are suggested to 
Peace Hospice. 



RONNIE R. WIPF 

Born: June 15, 1982 - Died: January 1, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

January 9, 2002 

Ronnie R Wipf 
Ronnie Reuben Wipf was born 

on June 15, 1982 at the Riverview 
Colony south of Chest~r: He was 
the oldest of two childrerrborn to 
Reuben and ",~lf.i!rbara 

... ~\~. 

(Kleinsasser) Wipf. R()ii grew up 
at Riverview and received his 
formal education there. 

In the faU of 2000 Ron began 
working for a custom harvesting 
crew based out of Alex, Oklahoma. 
He recently returned to Montana 
to spend the Christmas holiday 
with his family and friends at 
Riverview. He enjoyed this time so 
much that he was reluctant to 
leave, but work obligations were 
important, so he headed for 
Levelland, Texas. Ron and his 
traveling companion arrived iii 
O~lahoma City, Oklahoma on New 
Year's Eve, so they decided to 
spend the night there. They were 
the victims of a hotel room robbery 
incident on the early morning of 
Tuesday January 1, 2002. Ron 
was stabbed during the attack and 
he died at the scene. He was just 
19 years old. 

Ron had a love for automobiles 
and trucks and he took great pride 
in keeping his vehicles clean, neat, 
and in sound mechanical 
condition. He enjoyed listening to 
music in his truck and his favorite 
song was · Convoy" by G. W. 
McCall. 

- AonniEiio\ied "to-be " "ai-o un -if 
Hutterite company, but he also 
enjoyed making friends wherever 
he went. During his teen years at 
the colony he liked to play football 
with his friends: He had a tender 
heart when it came to children; he 
always found time for them. A 

"'caring person wh'Q loved Pf30ple 
and enjoyed helping people~ hE( 
will be greatly missed. 

Ron loved his parents very 
much. He also had a special bond 
with his only sibling, his sister 
Elsie. In addition to his Dad, Mom 
and sister at the Riverview Colony, 
Ron is survived by his maternal 
grandmother Anna Kleinsasser, 
and his paternal grandparents i 

Reverend Paul and Anna Wipf, all 
of Riverview. He is survived by six 
aunts and uncles and numerous 
cousins at various colonies. Ron 
was preceded in death by his 
maternal grandfather Sam 
Kleinsasser, and an aunt Deborah 
Kleinsasser. 

The body was shipped from 
Oklahoma to Montana for burial at 
the Riverview Colony. Funeral 
arrangements by Rockman 
Funeral Chapel of Chester. 



CLARA MARIE (WELSH) WISE 

Born: May 29, 1916 - Died: March, 14, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

March 20, 2002 

Clara Wise 
Clara Marie (Welsh) Wise was 

born at Hingham, Montana on May 
29, 1916. She was one of seven 
children bom to Steve and Dora 
(ErClman) Welsh. Clara grew up at 
Hingham and received her 
education there, graduating form 
Hingham High School in 1935. 

Clara married Lyle R. Wise on 
November 24, 1938 at Hingham. 
They lived and farmed north of 
Gildford in the years that followed. 
They moved to Hingham in 1967 
and retired from farming in 1976. 
During their retirement years they 
wintered in California and Arizona. 

Lyle died in 1994. Clara 
remained at their home in Hingham 
until 1999, then moved to the 

, Marias Heritage Center in Shelby. 
When her health failed in 
Septerhber of 2001, she 
transferred to the Extended Care 
Unit of the Pondera Medical Center 
in Conrad. Clara died at the 
Conrad nursing facility on the 
evening of Thursday March 14, 
2002. She was 85 years Old. 

Clara received her baptism and 
confirmation at the Hingham 
Lutheran Parish. She remained 
active in the church and the 
Lutheran Ladies Aid throughout 
her adult life. She was also a loyal 

member of the Democratic party, 
and the Havre Sons of Norway. 

Clara loved to entertain friends 
at her home; she was a good cook 
and a good hostess. She also 
enjoyed gardening and 
embroidery. She was an amateur 
pianist, and enjoyEKi playing cards 
especially Bridge 'and Whist. Just 
for the fun of it, she collected bells. 

Clara and Lyle did a lot of 
traveling throughout their 56 years 
of married life together. Although 
they never had children of their 
own, they were caring partners and 
loyal friends to their nephews and 
nieces. 

Clara is survived by one sister: 
Alyce Woolway of Bakersfield, 
Califomia;two brothers Orville 
"Swede" Welsh of Havre, and Chet 
Welsh of Hingham; and numerous 
niaces and nephews. She was 
preceded in death not only by her 
husband and parents, but also by 
one sister Doris Moss, two 
brothers Walter and Clarence 
Welsh, and three nephews/nieces. 

It was Clara's wishes to be 
cremated. Private committal 
services and burial of her ashes 
was 1:00 pm Monday March 18, 
2002 at the Highland Cemetery in 
Havre. 

Memorial services were 
conducted at 3:00 pm Monday 
March 1 B at the Hingham Lutheran 
Church by pastor Tim Singleton. A 
special poetiC reading was recited 
by Shari Richter. Vocal music by 
Terry Stevenson included -In the 
Garden," and "On Eagle's Wings." 
Sharon Spicher served as organist 
and' the congregation sang "Rock 
of Ages." Ushers were Dick 
Hansen and Olive Jones. A coffee 
hour followed at the church. 

Arlangements by Rockman 
Funeral Chapel, Chester. 
Memorials will be given to the 
Special Care unite (RemQdeling 
Project) at the Pondera Medjcal 
Center in Conrad, Montana 



OL YN CHARLES WOLERY 

Born: April 23, 1918 - Died: October 12, 2002 

Liberty County Times 

Olyn Wolery 

October 23, 2002 

in 1997. Bernece died on 
December 16, 2001. Olyn 
remained at the rest home until 
his passing on this pa$t Saturday 
evening October 12, 2002. He 
was 84 years old. 

Olyn loved his life as a Montana 
farmer. He experienced the 
wonders of farming technology; 
he remembered those early years 
of working a team of horses in the 
field, then marveled at the fact 
that he could summer fallow 300 
acres a day with our modern 
tractors! Olyn wasn't afraid of hard 
work and continued to be 
productive into his lat 70s. 

In addition to being a loyal 
husband for 62 years and a 

Olyn Charles Wolery was born dedicated father, Olyn was always 
at Joplin, Montana on April 23, a good community friend. For 
1918. He was one of six children many years he served as "Santa 
borni0 Guy and Blanche (Wilson) Claus" at the Joplin and Inverness 
Woiery. Olyn's early years were school and community Christmas 
spent on the family farm north of programs. He shared his horse 
Joplin (near the Canadian buggy and sleigh at local events 
border), where he attended the and celebrations. During those 
Grassy Butte School. The severe winters in the 1960s and 
Wolerys moved to Deer Park, 70s he plowed out the roadways 
Washington for several years and to all the neighborhood farms. 
he continued his education there. And he was always willing to pitch 
They returne.d to Montana in 1931 in and help his neighbors 
so Olyn finished his schooling at whenever he could. 
Grassy Butte before he began Although not a hobby man, 
farming. Olyn enjoyed the simple things in 

He met Bernece Marie life. In his youth he loved baseball. 
Shipman, a schoolteacher, and Olynand Bernece liked to play 
they were married in Havre on cards, especially Pinochle and 
May 27, 1929. The initially farmed whist, with family and friends. 
in the Goldstone community north During his quite time at home he 
of Rudyard, then moved to a, place enjoyed watching game shows on 
north of Inverness where they television. Probably his greatest 
lived and worked for 50+ years. love was spending time with his 
The Wolerys raised a family of family, especially his 
four. grandchildren. 

Due to' oecUoj':1g health, Olyn Survivors include his three sons 
and Berned~ moved to the Liberty , and spouSes: Leroy and Marilyn 
County Nursing Home at Chester 

Wolery of Gildford, Sterling and 
Betty Ann Wolery of Joplin, and 
Merlin and Patricia Wolery of 
Rudyard; his daughter and 
spouse Cole en and Ron Vestal of 
Aurora, Colorado; three brothers: 
Wayne and Lloyd Wolery of 
Joplin, and Elvyn Wolery of 
Chester; one sister Opal Harrison 
of Rudyard; 10 grandchildren 
including: Darwin, Craig, Derek, 
Jill, Jane, Julie, Trevor, Heather, 
Ryan and Holly; eight great­
grandchildren; and numerous 
nephews and nieces. Olyn was 
preceded in death not only by his 
wife and parents, but also by a 
brother Royal Wolery and a 
granddaughter Jolene Wolery. 

Funeral services were 
conducted at Our Savior's 
Lutheran Church in Rudyard at 
2:00 pm Friday October 18, 2002. 
Pastor Dale Wolery and Pastor 
Tim Singleton officiated. Special 
piano music was provided by 
granddaughters Jill Miller and 
Heather Wolery. The 
congregation sang "Gift of Finest 
Wheat" and a special vocal tribute 
by Sarah Wolery. Ushers were 
nephews Dan and Loren Wolery. 
Olyn's grandchildren served as 
pallbearers and readers. Burial 
was at the Rudyard Cemetery. A 
luncheon followed at the church. 

Arrangements by Rockman 
Funeral Chapel, Chester. 



PAUL A. ZIMBELMAN 

Born: ' November 14, 1950 - Died: M~y 30, 2002 
, ' 

Liberty County Times 

June 19, 2002 

Paul Zimbelm,an 
', ' . .... , . ' ., . . -,: 

: ,~:tJe. ''ff~ner~k ;~fo!r~ne~ubv~ r! 
Zimbe1mcin, age 51 of West 
Fargo, and formerly of Oakes, 
NO, was al 4:00 p.m. Monday 

June 10, 2002 at St. Charles 
Catholic Church in Oakes. The 
Rev. Julian Kupisz officiated. 

Burial was in Oakes View 
Cemetery with Dahlstrom Funeral 
Home of Oakes in charge of 
arrangements. 

A prayer service was at 7:30 pm 
Sunday at the funeral home in 
Oakes. 

Visitation was Sunday at the 
funeral home. 

Paul died of natural causes 
Thursday, May 30, 2002 at his 
home in West Fargo. 

Paul A. Zimbelman was born 
Nove~ber 14, 1950 to Allisen and 
Barbara (Kelsch) Zimbelman in 
Oakes. He moved with his family 
to Rudyard, Montana. In 1961 the 
family returned to Oakes, where 
he attended school. He attended 
college at the University of North 
Dakota, Ellendale Branch, before 

transferring to North Dakota State 
University in Fargo, where he 
graduated. After college he 
retumed to the Oakes area and 
farmed. ' 

Paul married Debra Girard on 
April 29, 1995 in Oakes. The 
couple made their home on the 
Zimbelman family farm. In 2000 
he retired from farming due 10 
health reasons. In October 2001 
he moved to West Fargo where 
he lived until the time of his death. 

Survivors include his father 
Allisen (Rachel) Zimbelman of 
Oakes; one brother Darryl 
Zimbelman ' of Hudson; and two 
sisters: Charlotte (and Dennis) 
Kenfield of Chester, Montana, and 
Patty Kraft of Rapid City, South 
Dakota. 

He was preceded in death by 
his mother. 

Pallbearers were AI 
Zimbelman, lloyd Gebhardt, 
Darwin Kunrath, Month Albers, 
Dean Schmidt and Tom Rodine. 




