
GEORGE MEISSNER , SR . FAMILY 

GeOrf!;8 born: Ll- /1S/1 87h 

Pfreimd, Bavaria, Germany 

Eckert born : ld23 /1 889 

Pfreimd, Bavari a, Germany 

eh ldren: Geor B;e , Frank, Joe Ernest, 

Lawrence, Mar garet and Paul 

Gear e 0e i s sner , Sr, wa s born in 

Pfr eimd, Bavar ia, Germany on April 15, 

1874. He served i n th e German army 

for about 2 years and a f ter he had been 

out for a bout. a year, decided. to 

come to the Unit ed states (America). 

He made the trip by steamshi p from 

Rotterdam to York and a rriv ed a t 

Ellis Island on July 19 , 1897. The 

winters of 1897 and 1898 were s ::ent as 

a lumberman in and ',../ i sconsin. 

In the wi nter of 1898 the s now was so 

deep in the timber. it impos

si ble for tlJe men to Hark and hs' was 
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laid off . After tha t, he secured. empl oyment on the Great Northern and worked 

his wa y \-lest to Havre , .J or t ana . He had started in Minnesota. After work ing 

on th e "section" for about two years, the white men Here laid off and Ja p3.n ese 

were h ired so he wa. s once again out of a job. 

After th is he went to wor k f or "Dutch Eli" Trammer and during t his time he 

took up a homestead on part of what is nON the Laas ranch. He also Horked for 

the Prescott Ranch and i10rr ison Spang ler, F'rom th ere he went to worJ< f or VIe 

Pugsley Ranch on t h e Hiver wh ere he Has employed f or about 9 years and 

was foreman th ere f or about 4 years , 

From there he r et urned to germa ny and marri ed r'largar e t Eckert of Pfreimd , 

She was born ther e on April 23 , 1889. In 1912 t hey both came t o 110ntana a nd 

bough t th e home pla. ce o n th e 11ar ias River. 

Stipman. 

I t wa s previously owned by Adolph 
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The Meissners experienced the usual hardsh .' ps an . ard times most of the 

peo e who arrived in i'1 ontana during t he homestead days did . They had 7 ch i dren : 

George, Frank , J oe , Ernes t , LaHrence , t1ar garet a nd Fa I , 

Georg e 1e1.ssne enjoyed reas ona bly good health until the l ast few y ears of his 

life, He was a patient at t h e Liberty County Rest Hom e for a bout a year When 

he suffered a broken hip a nd passed a~ay shortly a fter - on June 8 , 1968 a t the 

age of 94. Mrs, ~1 eissner continued to live at their home o n the ·larias River 

until her h ealth prevented it. She spent the l a st two years of her life at the 

Liberty County Has ital and Rest Home in Chester and passed awa y on August 24, 

1973, 
A short dista nce down 

the river from the M eissn~ 

hom e th ere Has a "ford." 

Hh ere people cross ed the 

river until a bridge !,la S 

buil t jus t above th e build-

in s, in 1929. This made 

tra velin from one side of 

the rver to the othe much 

easier , In the early days 

the Meissne home was often 

a 1/2 Ha y house pravi ing 

lodg ing f or both peopl e 

and an i ma s and nearly al

ways " f r ee gratis," 

Cros sing the r i ver at "ford" east. of Meis sner 's 
I-Ih en river w s hig h , 

Much progress has been made in the mode of making a l i ving on the ranch and it 

cloes not s eem necessa y t o go i nto detail beca use near l y all t.h e "olclt im ers" 

exper t. coo the same things in the i l i f e t mes r om the r aveling of r oads to 

the oiled r oa d s 0 t e present day , t he usin~ of hor ses fo r f arm ing and the 

mod ern machiner y used. f or arming a n r anching t oday. 'Those who were a ble to 

"ha g to crh" were able in t he later year s t o enjoy an easi er life a t least 

f or aHhile until probl ems of old age came upon them, 

NOTE : This his tor y 0 th e [·l eissn er family was taken from "Our Heritage" 

pub. ished by Li berty Co unty Museum, The f ol lm.;ing pag es were Hritten 

by the Messi ner daughter , Mar garet, Thank You. 



FLOODS 
These pi ctures were taken 

of the flood on th e Marias 

River wh i ch reached i ts 

crest. on june 8, 1948 , The 

river was at. f lood stag e 

for about :3 days aft erHard , 

The bi~ house ha s j ust been 

moved i n t he y ear before 

and the basement was f illed 

over tHO thirds w"t h water 

caus ing considerable dam

age to every th in i n i t, 
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Si nce it was an a l mos t new 03_sement it was suggested that the water not be drained 

out too ra pidly so it was a llow ed to remain for sometime a f t erwa rd and then th e 

Hork of d r ainil1('; and the cleanup a f ter tha t wa s beg un a nd t ook consi dera. ble t ime 

but th ere Has no perma nen.l. damage to t he bas ment itself , A11 other buildings 

were inund.a t ed with mud and debris everyHh ere which mac_e for a t erri f i c c l eanup 

job a r ound t he Hhole place, 

George .eissner Sr. recalled that a similar f l ood occurred forty y ears to the 

day on June 8 , 1908 , when he was worki ng for L,D.Pugs ley. It too, caus ed consid

erable damage to t heir buildings a nd th e r i ve bot t oms, 

Th e Marias River almost r e--l ched. flood s tage in 1953 when Tiber Reservoir was 

not yet completed but 

it d i d not get into any 

building s, A dike Has 

bui lt between t he build 

in s a nd the t rees a long 

t h e r i ver and i s still 

v isible, Th is no doubt 

saved most of t he place 

from being inundated once 

aga i n, h en the fl ood 

occurred in 1964 which 
took out all of t he da. ms 

above Ti ber , ~1 eissner Here once a gai n a pprehensi vej h OHever Ti ber was abl e t o 
contain the vast amount of water from f arther above. 


