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Prelude To Fossen Murder
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In order that Tlmes readers mgy,
koow of the events-ieading: up -
the fatal shooting of .Otto Fossen,]
Deputy Sheriff, Saturday morning,:
the following Is reproduced from}
the Havre Dally News of Mon-
dey evening:

“First lnk in the chain of evenis'

that lead to the roadslde slay

of Otto Fossen, veteran Lib

county undersheritf was forged ln,

Monzarch sedan owned by Clar-
ence Iverson, Frontier, Saskatq}me
¥*an, was stolen,

“Iverson and some compan.!ﬁxﬂ
had parked thelr ears on Sech
Steet and gone into the Butffay,
swore coffee shop for breakf} t.;
Leaving the coffee shop, Ivel
missed his car and called pollcél‘_-'.

“Havre police sent out a rﬁdloj
alert on the stolen sedan and ’&
i police officer picked up Iverson “at,
the coffee shop and started’West
on Highway 2 on the pusslbmt;y the
car could be located.

“Near the intersection of; H.lgh
lway 7 with Highway 2 weat: ot
IlHavre. the police radlo brought
news that the missing car had been
sighted in Gildford and the driver
bad attempted to remove the ﬁ-
cense plates.”

. The Times takes the story from
that point In another column in
‘this issue.

Eavre about 8:15 a.m. when &‘

The c.‘nargw were filed before Jus-
tice Robert E. Matkin, and the

401 case bound over without bail to

the district court. No bond was set.
Bunjok was informed of his xight
‘-an attorney.

! JEvery man acused of crime in

i az United States is innocent until

ven gullty, Whether or not
ingl “Hujok s the killer will be decided
in court.
But for Liberty County residents,
the affair will always be regarded
a8 opne of severe tragedy. This is
especially true for the people of
Joplin, where Fossen lived. It will!
| remembered that only last De-
ber, Gordon Lyle, another pro-
minent Joplin man was shot and
kifled In Shelby. And now, crime
' ayd guns claim a second well
lpved man from this small com-
ty

unity.

Fn‘Bo ended the career of Liberty
Lounty's beloved deputy_sheriff,
years of defending the law
abiding citizers of this state were
brought abruptly to an end. He
died In pursuit of his killer, where
1dsser men would have qualled in
ter. He was & fearless man,
jokngly, yet admiringly, had

been nicknamed ‘Fearless Fossen.”
Yet, he was a gentle man and
‘m&ny is the prisoner, the wayward
breakers of the law that he has
sent on his way, chastized for his
lsins; but not broken; Otto wes a'
}man who could understand the!

‘weakness of humanity, a man who\

kept the pesce In his community,
In his state and in his heart.
What greater honor than this,
that a man give up his life in this
cause? What greater honor indeed?

office. [

Funeral Servnces
For Otto Fossen -
Wed. Afternoon

Funeral services for Ot Seu:ner
Possen, 67, were held ai the Bathél
Lutheran church in Jopin Wed-
nesday afternoon, Rev. Theo. .L.
Mendenhall officisting. E

Otto Fossen was born, son of O}A
and Mant Fossen, at Twiz Valléy,
Minnesota, April 1, 18S0. He “des
parted this life Saturday morming,
October 5, as a reswlt of five giun-
shot wounds in his chest, recelved
while in performance of his dufy
as Deputy Sheriff of Liberty CUu:d
ty. .
He grew to manhood 2t Twin
Valley, Minnesota, and on Octobes
28, 1013, he was united in marrisge
to Edith R. Holum, who survives
The couple came to MNontans
shortly after thelr marriage. -filed
on a homestead some 15 miles
south .of Joplin where they made
_their home untll 1923, when they
imoved to Joplin where they have
Hved ever since. T

Por thirty years, Otto I-‘oeszﬁ
has been connected with thes Sher-
{f{’s office and was one of the bet-
ter-known law enforcement officers
in this part of the state. Tenti

Survivors inciude, besides<:his
wife, one son, Errol, who, with his
family, lives at Joplin; one ddught
ter, Marvel, now Mrs. Martn® Ol-
son, of Deer Lodge, Montarm;~a
sister, Mrs. Melda Rogers, apdla
brother, Francis Fossen, bothsof
Twin Valley, Mlaonesota; -nine
grandchildren and many nlecek
and nephews. sty

A Memorial Fund has beenme;
up; and the relatives of Otto-Bos-
sen bave stated that the Iunduwﬂl
be divided, a part to go into
struction of an addition to Be :
Lutheran church, Joplln, of whilech?
he was a member, and a part:
the Liberty County Amb
Fund in which he wag intenselyl|
Interested. Persons wishingifv
contribute to the fund may leavk
their offerings with Jake Raingg
-at the Liberty County :
with Sheriff Dodds Kelth atgH
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he could ‘pull & joke, with atways {he saimé Tan-loving, “triendly “spirit.” -

onald 'Buj.(»)k Charged with First{

3 e e Mv RIS
f, Otto Fossen, in a picture

Degree Murder; 200 Armed Men
Join Manhunt Here Saturday

Deputy Sheriff, jovial Otto Fos-
sen was shot and killed Saturday
morning, while attempting to ques-
ton & hitchhiker at the Joplin 2p-
proach on Highway 2. Flve shots
were fired at close range into the
Jaw man's throat and chest. He
dled enroute to Liberty County
Bospital.

Held in connectlon with the
shooting and charged with first
degree murder is Donald L. Bujok,
21 of Roundup. The arrest of Bujok
followed a hectic day in Liberty

Gounty In which one of the largest
manhunt’s in the north Montana
nistory was undertaken.

The affair was started about 8
a.m. when Sheriff Dodds Keith and
Deputy Otto Possen were notified
that 2 man with a stolen car was
headed this way from Havre. Keith
apd Fossen drove toward Joplin
with the purpose of setting up a
road block. On the way, Keith
stopped to set up the road block.
Fossen travelled to Joplin with the
intent of following the stolen car.
This would put the law officers in
front and in back of the car. How-

o ) Kbkt;d ca&le
. mma u:)ttto was always proud to be a law man. His wonderfol sense of humor made him the life
e co house, and the friend.of everyone in Liberty County. Otto could be the targ

et of 2 joke, or

ever, Fossen Tan across thé aband-
oned stolen car about two miles
east of Joplin. He reported by ra-
dlo to Keith that there was DO
opne near the car, and drove to
Joplin to see if anyone had gone
to Jopln for help. Police radlo re-
ported that someone had tried 10
steal a set of license plates in Gild-
ford, but the person had been
scared off.

While in Joplin at the Farmers
Union Elevaetor making inquiries
of Cecll Heydon Fossen saw a car
let a hitehniker out at the corner
of U. 8. 2 and the. Joplin.xoad-
Fossen called -Keith ‘on the ‘car ra-
dio and sald that he would check
a -hitchhiker out on the highwey.
Eelth then declded to return to his
office In Chester.

Cecil Heydon, menager of the
Farmers Unlon Elevator had been

to Fossen, and saw him at-

|tempt to question the hitehhiker.

Heydon reported that he saw Fos-
sen scuffle with the man. They ap-



peared to enter the car, then one
man left the car and tumbled Into
the ditech, . _..

It was Iearned here Tuesday
morning that Fossen was the man
pushed into the ditch. With five
bullets fn his neck and chest, the
Deputy Sheriff, got up, ran an
estlmated 30 feet afier the fleeing
jear, and fired at it twice. This
jreport, first recelved Saturday,
jwas at (irst discarded because by
|the time his gun was claimed, it
had bheen re-loaded. Amnthorities
naturelly thought jt had not been
fired.

This service on the part of Otto
Fossen was typical of him. Xt was
service way beyond the call of
duaty.

Heydon was by then driving to
the highway from the elevator,
about one-half mile. When Heydon
.reached Fossen, the deputy sheriff
isaid he had been shot. With the
\nelp of others, Heydon was able to
load the deputy sheriff into the
George Gass car. Fossen 8afd,”
“take is easy boys’. He dled before :
reaching Chester.

Heydon rushed to his elevator
and called the Sheriff’s office in
Chester. His call was received Just
as Keith was returning from the
road block. Sherlff Keith and
Lloyd Lund hurried to drlve to the
scene. They met Fossen’s car
traveling at a terrific speed. They
Assumed It was being driven by
Jopln men and that Fossen was In
the car. They turned around, ang
thought they were followin L

Possen car to the bospital. How-
ever, when they reached the hos-
pital and found no sign of the cAar,

they realized the culprit had stolen
toe car.

Keith and Lund returned to the
Sherlf{’s office to put out the
alarm.

While all this was taking place,
the killer, apparently trying to!
avold capture on the maln tra-
velled highway twrned at first
street east in Chester. He turned
north and drove over the rallroad
track toward the Joe Burrows
home. It 15 assumed that he
thought he was takilng a rural
road. Of course, he s00n came to
the dead end. He gbandoned the
Possen car just across iHe -creek
east and m little north of the’ Bur-
rows home, L

Meanwhlle the men from Joplin
arrlved at the hosplital with Fos-
sen, He was pronounced” g<ad upon
arrival, and when the sheriff’s of-
fice was called, Kelth learned that
his deputy and close friend of ov;J
er 30 years standing had beepn
murdered.

He sent the message out over the
police radlo, and within minutes
road blocks were put out all over
the northern part of the state.
South-bound . roads were also
blocked.

Keith called City Marshall Joe
Burrows to tell that they were
looking for Fossen's car. Burrows
Informed the sheriff that he had
seen the car parked near his home,
and then law officers were cer-
taln the Idller was In the Chester
vicinity. Reports concerning an un-
known walker north of the tracks
‘were- - retelved—angl-- the ' posse,]

which had quickly Tormed, started)
for the area. As they reached the
track the Great Nortbern ‘Empire
Builder blocked the track for a few
minutes as it stopped. By the time
the Empire Bullder pulled out, the
idller had hidden,

In an amazingly short time arm-
ed men began to appear in large
numbers. Sheriff Kelth estimates
that by noon there were over 200
armed men searching the ares.
Most were on foot, many were pa-
trolling In cars, and six planes were
combing the area.

Alrmen WDlMam Hodges, Bert Al-
ley, Exrnie Temple and Ranch Avia-
tlon men volunteered and flew pa-
trol throughout the day. Every
suspicious object was Immediately
Investigated by ground parties.

Highway Patrolmen began arriv-
ing. Border Patrolmen were on
hand, as well as officers from sur-
rounding towns. The FB.I. men
were here, and there were many
others. The area where the uniden-
tiffed man was last seen was
searched to no avail. The searchers
assumed the killer might have fol-
lowed the creek into town, and
Chester residents became alarmeg.
House doors were locked. Children
were taken from the streets, and
everywhere one looked there were
men with guns, looking for the
murderer.

By 1 pan. it was evident that the
search was not well enough or-
jganized. The searchers were then
I put Into arganized groups, and ev-
ery bullding In Chester was search-
ed. Still there was no stgn of the
killer.

Many thought he had somehow
clung to the slde of the Empire
Bullder. Others thought he hagd
hooked a frelght. However these
theorles were never glven much
cmldu:s&%%m.mw, as
the tral een watched very
closely. Reuben Halverson, local
Sxeat Northern Agent sald the
man would heve t0 have known '

ere and when the train was go-

to stop to get on it, and ‘then
he id the train crews were
watching,

Houbewives were advised ta keep
all doory locked tight. Women who
were uptdwn shopping when the
news broké\were afrald to retuirn
home. Some wives refused to let |
thelr husbands leave their homes. .
The people of Chester were afrald..
They knew it was cold, and that
the killer had to have heat and
food soon if he were not already
under some protective cover,

The theory was advanced that If
he were at some private. home, per-
haps he held a gun on the house-
wife when the searchers kmocked
on the door, Many of the searchers
had demanded entrance at - al)
houses. A few had not.

The work trains west of town
were searched and the rallroad
workers were questioned.

Even the churches were search-
ed, and after the search of the
houses of warship, the doors were
locked, many for the first Hme.

Guns were most pumerous. !
There were rifles; pistols, shot

| BUns, and even a sub-machine gun.
The volunteers were talking in
terms of “shoot first and ask ques- )
tions later”. |

The men accasted every unlden-
tifled person in the vicinity. A
frelght frain was stopped and
searched. One man, meeting the
description of the suspect was ta-
ken from the train and was ques-
tloned, He faced dozens of guns
as he was ushered to the sherlf{s
office. He returned to the gondola‘
with considerable celerity.

Another man was shucked from
his bed and quaked with terror
while a dozen rifles held him at
bay untll he ldentified himself.

By this time nearly every peace
officer in Northern Montana had
arrived and a btoodhound from
Deer Lodge was on Its way.

Night Patrols were assigned to
all roads and town areas. There
were 54 of the volunteers deputized
for night duty, and more were
getting ready to sfgn up for Auty.
Darkness approached. Tension
mounted. Men, jumpy with cold,
fingered their guns. F. B. I. Agents
from Great Falls checked finger-
prints and prepared reports, Sher- |
ift Dodds Keith paced his otﬂt;e,I
directing search parties and dis-,
patchlng messages. They were
counting on the cold and hunger
ta drive the man out of hiding it
he were sti)l in the area. They
were ready for him. .

Meanwhile speculation ran high.
Mgny were sure he had escaped
town somehow. Others were Just
as sure he wes lurking somewhere.
Resfdents were preparing fot—&
sleepless, worrisome night.

Two tom cats scooted across the
path of some of the volunteers, and
several lumps the size of baseballs
rose In the throats of the worrled
men,

Although many of the business
houses hed clgsed, and the pro-
prietors jolned the search, others
stayed open. One of these was
Albright's Barber S8hop. Barber Fd !
Mahaffey, a ittle after. six, closed
the shop and started driving
nome. He was one of the very few
men on Chester’s streets without a
gun. As he passed Kelth Service
Station, someone called to him
from the dark shadows of the
Parmers Unlon Elevator. Mahaff-
ey ducked behind the gasoline
pump of the service station. The
volce from the darkness asked him
to come across the highway. Ee
‘refused, and asked the man to
come out in the light. Mahaffey
sald the man refused to come inwe
the Mght but asked Mahaffey to
call the state troopers, During the
conversation, City Marshall Joe
Burrows, who was on patrol; drove
past and saw Mahaffey behind the
pumps. Burrows was accompanied
by Ralph Jacobson and Darrell
Marshall. ANl three were armed.

Upon learning of the conver-
sation they approached the tollet
of the Farmers Union elevator.
Burrows shot into the ground to
summon other men, and to scare
the fugitive, -From -inside came
the —words;~ “Bowt —shoob~—don't
shoot, I1 come out!” The map
came .out with his hands up. He
was taken into custody.

A wallet, and other possessions
were found inside the tollet. With
the findings was a glove, ome
which matched a glove found at
the scene of the crime,




Upon Investigation, officers
learneqd that the man’s name fis
Donald L. Bujok. 21, Roundup,
Montana. He told offlcers he didn't
remember_what he had done. He
asked “What have I done?”

Upon questioning, he sald he
veguely remembered driving a car.
He denled ever carrying & gun, or
having a scuifle with anyone.

He objected whem-photographers
started to take his plcture.

There was a line-up, and wit-
nesses who had seen a strange
man, supposedly connected with
the day’s events, were called in.
The witnesses were George Hunne-
well, Mr .and Mrs -Levi Shettel,
Lloyd Lund and Don Henry.

Stil] the suspect.-talked vaguely,
angd sajd he didn’t know how he
gat to Chester.

During tbe questioning, a large
crowd collected outside the Sher-
iff's office. Feeling ran high for
quick Jjustice, but Sheriff Keith
quelled the rislng movement when
he appeared at tbe d@oor and
thanked the volunteers for their
day's work. The road blocks were
removed. Sheriff Kelth said, ‘I'm
,sure he's the man.”

In about two hours, two men
from Havre, who had gone home
-after taking part in the search
earlier in the day, returned to
,Chester. They were Bob Smythe,
Havre architect and Dr. Herbert
Flom, chiropractor of Havre. They
sald they had picked up a hiteh-
hiker in the morming and had let|
him ouf of thelr car at the JopDn
approach, just before Fossen was
shot, According to thelr story, the
man who stole the car from Havre
had abandoned the car when a flat
tire developed. He thep flagged 8
car going east. Then he apparent-
ly discovered he was golng the
wrong way, and got out to flag 2
ride with Smythe and Flom. They
sald they took him from about
two miles east to the Joplin road,
where they let him out. They said
he was very nervous. They idepti-
fied Bujok as the man.

Bujok was questioned, he stil
didn't remember events of the day.
He asked for n lawyer. He was
glven a chance to call, and after
several attempts, he reportedly en-
gaged Paul Olsen of Billings to
‘represent him. Pawl is reportedly
the brother-of Ammold Olsen, un-
successfu)l 1956 Democratic candl-
\date for Montana Governar.

Iropnical as it may seem, Otto
Fossen, the murdered man, was
head of the ‘Aronson for Governor’
campaign in Liberty .County dur-
ing the campalgn. Fossen took
great pride fn a picture of him-
self and the Galioping Swede, tak-
en by a Times reporter during the
campaign.

--Bujok’s mother of Roundup
called early Sunday morning. She
told Shexiff Keith tbat there must
be some mistake, and that her
son wowldn’t do such a thing.

t'The search for the murder wea-

n became important. Officers
inoked for a long time Sunday.
However a heavy snow Saturday
might made the search difficult.
The stock of what is beMeved to be
the morder weapon was found in
the tollet hole. The stock found

was from a .32 caliber Iver John-
son revolver. An attempt to, bury
It _had been made with a 16ng Ywo)
dgxtwo. A digger belonging to Ches-
e UHltles was used to excavate
d the tollet, but no more
‘parts.of the gun were found.
| 73Bunday, questioning of Bujok
cogtinued, and he was taken to
the 'scene of the capture. He lead

tjiaffcer to the silde of the Farmers

fm'ﬂdn elevator, where he claimed
berhad put part of a gun. A thor-
‘ough search did not recover any
more of the gun.

. Sunday ' afternoon. Bujok told
officers he had swallowed two
bullets. X-rays proved the story
'wasg the truth. He was glven »
laxative, water in his cell was shut
offs and as time and Bujok pass,
perhaps the bullets will be recov-

ertd.

sQeorge Talbot of the Montana
Sheriff’'s Assoclation arrived late
Saturday night with his famed
HWidédhound, *Joy.” The dog proved
of ‘great value in tracing the steps
ofthe accused killer from the car
to-“the toflet. Officers belleve he
was hiding under. some old car
bodles near the old raliroad grade
{rbmorth Chester most of the day.
‘He was certainly not in the toilet
all'day, as many of the posse re-
gorted searching the bullding.
»>Bunday evening County Attor-
fisy Bill Hunt flled first degree
riurder charges sagainst Bujok.



