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THE TRI-COUNTY SEARCHER 

September 1983 Vol ume 4 Number 2 

President: Mrs Helen Ann Aaberg 

Vice President: Mrs Alice Shepherd 

Recording Secretary: Mrs. Deanna Standiford 

Treasurer: Mrs. Barbara Cady 

Corresponding Sec. and Exchange Pubications: Mrs. Betty Marshall 

************************** 

MEMBERSHIP: Annual Dues (Payable March 1) $10.00 for Individual membership, 

$15.00 family membership. Honorary membership are given to Senior 

Ci tizens. Members are entitled to free query privileges and to one 

year subscriptions to the IITri-County Searcher ll published March and 

September. 

Subscriptions to publications is $4.00 per year and $2.00 for 

b~ck issues. Those wishing to submit queries can at the rate of 5¢ 

per word. Send Queries to: Broken Mountains Genealogical Society, 

Box #261, Chester, Montana 59522 •. 

MEETINGS: Meetings are held the first Thursday of every month except 

July and August, at the Liberty County Library, Chester, Mt. At 7:30 

p.m. 

GIFT and DONATIONS: The Society welcomes donations of cash or other 

material particularly genealogical. Contributions, gifts and donations 

are deductible for Federal Income Tax. 

******************************* 

FOR SALE: I have a few copies of the family history I compiled on the 

TEALEY, LANGEL, McCANN AND SHIPMAN families who settled in the Chippewa 

Valley of Wisconsin, later moving into northern Montana where they were 

eventually to become related by marriages. It covers many generations 

in each family. rrhe book contains 325 pages, has many pictures and 

is cOntained in a good pressboard cover. I will mail anywhere for 

$20.00 postpaid. Send orders to Ruby Langel, Box#252, Chester, MT. 59522. 
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Pat Ludwig's Genealogical Find 

Genealogically speaking this summer has been great for one such 

genealogist. A whole new family line has been opened up with many 

new friends and relatives ready and willing to help. 

Let me tell you how this all happened. After spending about 3 
or 4 years exchanging names, dates, and pictures with my husbands 

family, I decided to put that volume on the shelf and work on my 

Own side of the family. Since my mother is still alive as is an 

older Sister, I was able to fill out many pages on one side of my 

family but I was equally curious about my father's family. 

This was not so easy. My father's immediate family had all 

passed away 25 to 30 years ago including Dad so I had to find some 

other relative or friend who knew the family. Since their family 

had resided in Butte and we also had about 30 years ago I recalled 

the last name of some cousins my dad visited with. I asked a friend 

to secure a telephone book from Butte and was pleasantly surprised 

that the family was still in Butte. So I wrote to this person. A 

couple weeks went by and finally I got a letter from the wife of the 

"cousins" I had written to. She informed me that he had died a few 

months earlier and she did't know much about the family - but she did 

send me addresses of 2 more cousins in the Seattle area where most 

of the family had been living. Immediately I wrote to both of them 

as I was surprised there were other cousins. 

Two 4ays later I received a letter from a lawyer in Seattle. I 

was a link in legal proceedings to determine heirs for a brother of 

my dad's mother (a grand-uncle). 

This fellow had died earlier in the year. One petition had been 

filed with the final probate to be June 24. Hy grandmother was 

listed, but with no living heirs. In 20 days I was sent a very nice 

check as my brother and I were awarded one fourth of the estate since 

we were the only living heirs of our grandmo-,;,her. What a surprise and 

so well appreciated as we have several college age children between 

us. But just as important is the fact that several of these cousins 

are now corresponding with dates, pictures and a whole new circle of 

relative and friends. Just to trace all these leads will take the 

next year or two and swell another volume. 
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WHITLASH MONTANA CEMETERY 

Originally part of a Homestead Patent belonging to Frank Herrington, the 
land parcel was signed by Pres. Theodore Roosevelt on June 19, 1907. Later 
it was deeded to Frank & Cece1 ia Lowe who sold it to Myrtle Johnson who in 
turn ceded 1.06 Acres in the SWtNWt Sec 6 Twp 36N Rge 4E to the Whitlash 
Cemetery Ass'n on April 21, 1949. Located approximately t mile West & 
North of Whitlash, Montana. Burials include the fo1 lowing: 

ALLEN, Ed 
Missouri 
Cpl. 304 Trench Mortar Btry 
Sept. 20, 1898-Feb 14, 1946 

ALVORD, Pea r 1 
1879-1955 

AMEZDROZ, Carol ine 
Wife of Louis Amezdroz 
Born 1867 Died 1909 

BANKS, Bert 
1908 ---

BANKS, (1 ate 
1908 ---

DAFOE, Mable Mae 
1920-1978 

DEMAREST, Harry 
1879-1972 

DEMAREST, Amel ia 
1894-1980 

ENGLIS Boy ? 
1908 

HOFFNER, Harry 
Father 
1887-1970 

HOFFNER, Ruth A. 
Our Infant Daughter 
1925-1926 

IVERSON, Anna M. 
1875-1950 

Ivn~ON, Carl S. 
1891-1962 

KING,Clarence 
1901 

KEMBLE, Wi 11 iam 
Nov 28, 1845- Jan 30, 1917 

LAUENER, George E. 
1899-1968 

MOOR, Harrison 
1926 ---

OLCOTT, Eugene K. 
Montana EM3 
U.S. Coast Guard-Res. 
June 22, 1931 - Nov 2, 1952 

O'SHEA, Mrs. Mike 
1918 ----

PRICE, Harvey 
Son of Harvey & Charlotte Price 
Born Nov. II, 1908 
Died Jan. 2, 1909 

ROSS, Allen 
1878 - 1957 

SCHAFER 
Wi II iam H. 
July 24, 1881 
Sept 10,1968 

WAITE, Patricia A. 
Our Daughter 

MARY 
Dec. 12, 1893 
July 1, 1970 

Apr. 10, 1950 - Dec. 2, 1963 

WATSON, Sam 
1877- 1939 

WICKLANDER, Hannah - Mother· 
1834 - 1923 
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d.a.tes h2v-e 

GRA~'~TEE i 

Alfred 3. Eamilton 

o a.lli e s ,-.. ·1 IJloson 

Ja.cob Schmidt 

James G-ibSOYl 

~}}. C c~r son 

Alfred Hamil ton 

Harry Debin et al 

John f"3ecker 

R.S. Tingley et a1 

3uc~land, Roland ~. Charles E. 30yle 

:3 2.Y C 12_Y·, (;. H. 

Garron, George G. 
et a1 
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E:t 1).}~ 

Charles E. Conrad 

Arthur A. f.'cCa'.ley 
et al 

Jarr:es \olan et a1 
11 It 

!erd. ~. ~~~gsburj 

It Il 
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cu 

~ . " - " 
beer~ ()r~l_l-C-CeU) 

2.1 

11,1:::,1323 

11 , 26 , 1 3C36 

11 , 2b, 18,5:':3 

0, .i, 1889 

6, 4,1389 

11 , 16, 1Se.g 

9, 14, 1839 

5,1),189G 

:2, 1890 

10, 2, 12;9 C, 

1, 7, 1 

1, ··~1, 1:":''1::> 
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3 anner, Byron A.3. Johnson et al 

Brovm, Ira etal R. L .• l'icCullol\: 
II IT I'iills Jr. 

Barnes, Rodney A. Ira. 5rown·· et···s.l 

" II Ira :v;eyers et al 

3 r 0 wn , I rae t 2.1 T m 
u • ...i... • fhlls Jr. 

II II II " 
p, ourDe, G eo.3. eta1 LaTs Embret son 

Beattie, John et al John Beattie Decd. 

Brown, Ira et al 
IT II 

Black James 

Butler, Horace E. 

II " 

Burns, John 

Barnes, Rodney A. 

~ ']1 J .......... j'vlills Jr. etal 

R.L. McCullok etal 

Rosalie M. Bourne 

Sarah E. Whyte 

Livingston Crichton 

Eirarn F. Smi th 

Ira rv;eyers etal 

12,18,1900 

12, 6, 1900 

12, 6,1900 

12, 14, 1889 

12,14,1889 

4,15,1901 

3,10,1901 

11, 1,1901 

12, 31, 1556 

3,25,1902 

11,25,1902 

3,10,1902 

5,10,1902 

5,10,1902 

1,24,1903 

12,13,1902 
II 

tt 

tt 

IT 

II 

II 

Robt. L.l':cCuLLok etal 12,13,1902 

John T. Mills Jr. etal12,13,1902 

Ira Brown etal 12,13,1902 

Brow'll Ira etux John T. I";ills Jr. 

Bourne, Geo. B. etalLars Embretson 

Burton, Elizabeth 

3urton, Edward 

3rinkman, 1liT[.H. 

Broch, William C. 

?urton, Elizabeth 

Samuel r'!acDougall 

I";arian r<acDouga.ll 

James Townsend 

L.D. Pugsley 

\/ilJ.iam Dohrs 

Beattie, George etux Annie ~. Young 

3eaniguard, Ethel S.Laird Bros. 
etal 

Sanks, Harry G. R.F. Kerr 

3 ank s , John IV;. " It 

Branson, Alfred M. Lucie E. VanVeen 
etux 

Srinkman, Charles 
etux 

L ewi s f'·iump er 

Brin}\:man, Annie 3. Laird Dros 
etcon 

8, 8,1903 

11,9,1903 

7,21,1903 

7,23,1903 

6,17,1904 

5,23,-1':)05 

11,13,1905 

12,13,1905 

8, 8,1906 

10, 1,1906 

10,27,1906 

7,14,1908 

7,H3,1908 

12,22, 1908 

3rovmlee, Arthur W. Erick A. Engstrom etal 3:.27,1909 
et ux 

II tl ~anley Lattimer etal ),27,1909 

.. :: _ l. 
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iJilTZ OF r~L~D OF .8.~";IJORDED 
GRANTOR G I~jl ... l\TT BE I t,T S;~ RUlv'lEI\~T INS:::'R: BOCK/PAGE 

Banks, Pell Al':.lert A. Lehrma.Yl 3,30,1909 Deed A 640 
et al 

Bigt:';s, Clarence E. Alfred C. Strode 6,28, 1909 It A 692 
It II rV:artha l\~ • Kremkan 8,23,1908 II A 700 11. 

Bourne, George B. E. C. DeLaney 8, 17 , 1909 II A 701 
et al 

II· II James E. Hamil ton 9, 4, 1909 II A 703 
et ux 

II II Ira Brown 9,14,1909 II A 708 
et al 

Brosnan, Edward Lot A. Nutt 10, 2,1909 II A 522 
Bourne, George B. II II 8,25,1909 II A 709 

et al 

Biggs, Clarence 1<"' D. Nathan B. Wladner 11 , 1, 1909 II C 13 
II II Henry C. DeLaney 1 1 , 11 , 1909 II C 26 

Bourne, George B. H. E. Loranger 9, 14,1909 II r< 29 'J 

et ~l 
Cl.~ 

Biggs, Clarence E. rilyrtle Cascaden 11,30,1909 II C 62 

Bourne, George B. Shebal Rehal 10,22,1909 II (' 105 oJ 

Biggs, et a~ Clarence .LJ. John C. George 1,28,1910 II C 120 
et al 

II II Clarence w. Erickson 1 , 20, 1910 11 C 128 

Burton, Walter J. Oscar Johnson 4,22,1910 II C 171 

Biggs, Clarence T, 
l::i. Samuel E. Lowary 2, 8,1910 II C 182 

et ~l 
Cl.~ 

3ro'vnl, Ira et ux Henry Schniter 3, 19,1910 II C 183 

Berglin, J. O. Lewis i"lumper 5,14,1910 II r< 1.(36 v 

Digr;s, C12Tence E. Etta I<ae p';elvin 5, 5, 1910 It r< 189 v 

Berglin, J. O. John -;../ Ragan 
,.-

6, 1910 II C 197 ' -. 0, 

II II et al Arthur A. Curtis - 7,1910 II r 195 b, v 

J. O. Louis Barzea et ux 6,15,1910 II C 204 

13 erglin, J.O. et al Katrina Heimbigner 6,16, 1910 11 C 222 

3icknell, D. E. etux Lewis l';iumper 8, 20, 1910 II C 229 

B erglin, J. O. etal Adolph O. Lee 7, 61 0 10 II C 235 ,. 7 

II II Rosa Brouillard 10, 7,1910 II C 240 

Brosnan, Edward Ernest S. Albright 10, 2, 1909 II C 246 

B erglin, J.O. etal Chester Trading Co. 11,17,1910 II C 258 

Bragg, Alfred " Axel Flink 12, 3,1910 II C 303 \J .• 
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IESTE: 

Brownlee, Arthur W. E.A. Engstrom 9, 5, 1910 D~ed 
et ux 

3erglin, J.C. etal Iv:rs. Inge'oorg A. 1;less 2,10,1911 II. 

Bourne, George B. 
et al 

II !1 

c . F. 3 2J\: er e t al 

II i! 

3 erglin, J. C. etal !·;rs. r·.2.rg2.ret Fugl e 

3reckenridge, Geo.~ Piper Howe Lbr. Co. 
et ux 

'3rown, Ira et ux 

Bourne, Geor~e B. 
et 2.1 

"Dreg[, Alfred G. 
II II 

\'/al ter G. BrigC":,s 

Fyron Str2.tton 

A.K. Prescott 
JI JI 

3ergLin, ,J.O. etal Wesley E. Stoddard 

"Ciurton, vv"2.1 t er 

Bro sn2cn, Edward 

Erick A. Engstrom 

Daniel H. Kil~oy 

10, 29, 1909 

10,29, 1909 

10,8,1910 

2,23,1911 

4, 5,1911 

3,28,1911 

7,15,1911 

7,15,1911 

6,16,1910 

3,17,1911 . . 
7,10,1911 

Boyle, Ch2.s. E. First St.]2.n}c Chester 9, 9,1911 
Clerk D.C. 

'.~ l ' .::) erg..:..ln, J.O. et2.1 
IT Jf 

J1 IT 

Presbyterian Church 
!i II 

School Dist. No. 33 

9,18,1911 

9,10,1911 

9,19,1911 

Bickle, Geo. William S. Goodyer 10, 5,1911 
Chouteau Co. Shrf 

"3 rin km2n, Herm2.n 

~liggs, C.E. et 2.1 

John C. 3rinkman 11,22,1911 

Rodgers Templeton Lbr. 2,10,1912 
Co. 

Ligg"c, C~oE.:S:Johrlsorl C12.1'ence E. J3iggs 
et 2.1 

2, 7,1912 

If rr H2.rry S. Johnson 2, 7,1912 

3 e5n:~i~, 'J~~~~:~~~~l;;~;.r~.D~~~::~ey 
3~ 2,1912 

et al 

-3recxenridic':e, Geo. H •. Caroline 3reckenridge 7, 20 t 1912 

T~recl{enri dge, 
C2Toline etcon 

::;ic\le, Geo. 
Choute2.u Co.Shrf. 

~igGs, Walter G. 
et ux 

',l erglin, J.O. etal 

Al van E. Layton et 2.1 7, 24, 1912 

L.C. Strauss 1, 2,I'j12 

j\:rs. Alphret2. 

1 'I , 27 , -[ 9 1 2 
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GEAN~:EE 

Berglin, J.~. etal Harry A. Tasker 

Brosnan, Edward 

Biggs, C.E. et ux 

3erglin, J.~. 

5ingham, James N. 
et ux 

Alfred C. Strode 

ffj.R. Crist 

John Hocks 

Achsa M. Bingham 

Buckmaster, Charles Amelia Buckmaster 
It It 

Burns, Ira et ux 

Bohlig, E. C. et ux 

Barzee, Clark L. 

Barzee, Anna 

Braggs, Alfred G. 

Barzee J Louis 

Bilden, T . -LJeWlS et 

Berglin, J.~. 

II If 

Biggs, Clarence 

Boudah, Elizabeth 
et con 

ux 

!l !l 

rrhomas jill , . Sarlby 

Joe Rehal 

Anna 3arzee 

Louis Barzee 

A. C. Gough 
J rVT • 1 ~ • Burkhart 

Arnt H. Anderson 

Wm. F. Honneywell 

The Sheldon Co. 

Mrs. jVlyrtle B. Biggs 

Lillian 0 'Brien 

Barnett, June etcon FraDcis Laird 

Bank s , John!VI • 

Benton,' Allen 

Bonine, George J. 
Heferee 

:3 ar z e e , C 1 ar ~( l.J. 

BuelOW, Albert ~. 
et ux 

II t! 

gourne, George B. 
et 2.1 

Albert A. Lehrman 

Oscar D. Sevier 

Sa.rah Cox 

Otto 3uelow eta1 

3an::-'-=ing House of A. 
Buelow 

Iv'artin Vliness 

Barsness, ~rs. A.E. ~artin A. Snippen 
C;/rus I',:Iinn 

Boyce, Eo,:er-;:; I'1. 
et ux 

Eli C. :::'olley 

Buelow, Charley Banking House of A. 
et 81 Buelow 

Bingha.m, ~~elson H. James Ii. Bingh2ID 
et ux 

"- •• J.....: 

; r -j -.. (,8' '. .. 
(- :,~ 

l·,-E~·.~ORIJ£D .;.../ .-~ - --- 1.\ .. 1. _ ~ ~, .. 

I ~\J S T RU!\'lEI'T=' IIJSIR.: ~ CO''' /'P . (' ~ '-' ' ·L ~A\JJ:<; 

11,27,1912 Deed C L1.'2;~ , ~,) 

11,21,1912 !! .3 30 

12,14,1912 11 B 32 

12,17,1912 II -;::) 
.LJ 33 

1 , 8,1913 II B 35 

2,19,1913 11 I' 455 v 

2, 20, 1 9 13 II C 455 

4,17,1913 !l B 52 

4,15,1913 II B 62 

10, 9,1913 If D 25 

10, 9,1913 II D 24 

12, 4,1913 11 D 64 

1 , 8,1914 If B 106 

11,28,1913 If n 109 D 

1,17,1914 II B 113 

1,17,1914 11 B 114 

5, 1,1914 11 D 128 

1913 II D 135 

1,28,1914 II D 137 

10, 20, 1910 " B 164 

7,31,1914 tl B 171 

9, 1, 1914 IT D 155 

9,19,'1914 Ii D 159 

10, 1,1914 II D 3'2;7; 
././ 

10, 26, 1914 II D 170 

11 , 27, 19 14· f: D 171 

11 ,1 2, 19 14 II B 227 

12, 23,1914 11 -, 23? D 

10, 26, 1 9 14 T; D 185 

12, 30, 1914- If 3 243 
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GHANTOB 

Berglin, J.G. Conrad Heimbigner 

" II S.A. Robertson 
II Gus-c Carlson 

B il d en, Lewi s etux Thor B randvolci e-c al 

Barnes, G. Adams C. ii'. II/~ 0 rr i s 
.~ , 
l.- en -con, Earl 

Buckmaster, Charles B.J. Blanchard 
et ux 

Bower, Josiah et ux Edwin DuBoise 

Blevins, Emory Lee Thomas P. Strode 

Brig[s, Nora J. Alpharetha ~. Briggs 

Bourne, George B. 
et ux 

Burton, Walter J. 

William Knight 

B.A. Engstrom 

B erglin, J. 0 ~ Chest er State B a.'lk 

Bevan, Edwin J. Anna B. Bevan 

B arzee, Anna Clark L. B arzee 

Blanchard, Homer J. Chester State Bank 
et ux 

Briggs, Fred L.D. Pugsley et al 

.~ - -,.- - --. 

_L_-Lj'.~ (._~T R~),~'~Ci~lJl~D 

2,27,1915 Deed 

2, 9,1915 

2,18,1915 

5,16,1'j15 

12,11,1914 

6, 5,1915 

11,11,1912 

6,25,1915 

8,16,1915 

9, 4,1915 

9, 7,1915 

11,11,1915 

11,23,1915 

12,16,1915 

12,24,1915 

12,22,1915 

1, 6,1916 

I! 

11 

II 

It 

II 

" 

" 
II 

" 
II 

" 
" 
" 
" 
II 

II 

D 

8 

B 

:3 

3 

3 

B 

D 

13 

D 

3 

B 

245 

200 

263 

282 

283 

282 

289 

301 

306 

243 

336 

349 

279 

359 

363 
Browne, David G. 

et al 
Laird Land & Livestock12,30,1915 II D 284 

Ballard, Ira 

3ishop, E2.rJ_ H. 
et ux 

Bourne, 
~. l " 
J U . ..c.la . .:.. 

et CO,,'1 

~,ourne , " -. 
\..T eorge :::J. 

et ux 

Burton, Wal-cer G. 
et ux 

3erglL'1, J.O. 

Bourne 8. Ba,dI ton 

co. 

William F. Viatters 

Julius A :Sinch 

Gu:;.; E. Quig[le 

Wistar Erickson 

A. H. Anderson 

Williarn J. Hhyner 

Chester State Bank 

Peter Kroone 

Buelow, Albert etux C.O. Lyhre 

3eamguard, Ethel 

T3 On2.1 ~ J alTl e s r.:_. 
et ux 

Thon 2.3 P. Strocie 

Eai tl and C·resory 

1,11,1916 

1, 2,1916 

2, 7,1'316 

9,12,1915 

~', 6,1916 

3,0,1916 

3,15,1916 

3, 3,1916 

3,21,1916 

3,23,1916 

2,15,1916 
Li. , , 1916 

4, 7,'1\)16 

II 

" 

" 
Ii 

" 
11 

11 

11 

" 
" 
II 

" 
" 

D 

D 

367 

371 

300 

390 

392 

3C)S 

402 

310 

310 

416 

417 

422 
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. '. 
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GROWING UP ON THE PRAIRIE 
Written by Irma Hall Vahl 

In the early 1900's, my father Charles William Hall and Mother 

Theresa J. Bauer Hall came to Chester, Montana. 

good, so came West to see if it would help him. 

Dad worked for the Geo. Bourne & Hamilton 

Sheep Co. He was a range rider and this 

Company was located North of Chester near 

the Hill P.O .. in the Sweet Grass Hills. Dad 

filed on a homestead which was north of the 

P. O. about 4 miles. Mother worked at the 

P. O. which was also the Mail Route Relay 

Station between Chester and Gold Butte. 

She cooked meals and cleaned the rooms (which 

were for the passengers and the mai~ carriers 

who changed men and their horses). Larry 

Em.erson was the Boss. He hired and fired men. 

Matt Morgan and Nelson Petterson drove stage 

from Hill to Gold Butte. Frank Lowe drove 

from Chester to Hill. 

Dad's job as range rider required him to 

carry a 45 revolver. Many times predators 

Dad's health was not 

He ha,d Tuberculosis. 

Irma Hall Vahl 

were seen around sheep herds, he would bring home or to camp - bum lambs,' 

so Mom would feed them from a bottle. She had a tame one called Bil~ 

he would run up the stairs and wake the men for breakfast, but when he 

saw Mom. with the mop, he was gone. 

Mr. Bourne and Hamilton built a large 2 story house not far from camp 

and in later years I remembered this mansion, as I could see us living in 

that mansion. But, in later years it was moved to Shelby Mt. by Jim and 

Bertha Christian. In ~ate 1903, Mother returned to New York and waited 

my arrival. She returned about one year later, however, Dad in the mean

time, was getting a house and barn built on thE~ homes'tead. Lumber and 

material had to be hauled from Chester and Fort Benton. Dad had also got 

a few head of cattle and a team and wagon. Mother returning from the 

East said the Mosquitos were very bad and very hot weather-she kept me 

under a net. That winter had been hard - as lots of cattle froze to 
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death and snow was deep and bad blizzards. After being home for a week 

or so, I had been bitten by a mosquito and infection set in, so was taken 

to Great Falls and was in the hospital for some time. Mother had a large 

garden as I can remember playing in the rich black dirt, while she put in 

vegetables and Dad carried water from the creek by the house. 

In 1907, Dad's health was getting worse. I can see him yet, laying in 

bed and coughing and I remember I was making more noise that I should and 

he scolded me for it. I sassed him and he got out of bed and put soap in 

my mouth - besides a paddling. Y sat down behind the wooden rocker and 

shed a few tears. Our house had only three rooms, a bedroom, kitchen and 

front room. Not too much rOom - and very little furniture, mostly apple 

boxes for chair and Dad made a table. Our stove was a flat top - 4 hole 

top, a door on each side of oven. A small heater in the front room and 

our fuel was coal and wood. Coal was hauled from West Butte and also 

some came from Roundup, Mont. Emil Jeppesen hauled coal by team from 

West Butte. They were mining not too far from our house, and some folks 

hauled there, but the coal was a poor grade. There was a mine or two 

that Mr. Bragg worked on for gold. 

Dad left in the Fall of 1907 back to Penna. to his folks where he 

passed away on Oct. 25, 1908 at Dallas, Penna. Mother, of course, could 

not go East with winter coming on and she had two horses and cattle to 

take care of. 'Fhe winter was a bad one, we had a blizzard that lasted 

three days so she could not get to the barn to feed Or water the stock 

and our fuel was low. Mother kept me in bed most of the time (I was 3 
years of age at the time Dad left home) so Mom had to burn up our furniture 

to keep warm. A neighbor by the name of Bragg, who was a miner, lived 

about a mile from us. He would come to see how Mom was getting along. 

His clothes were patCh upon patch and the seat of his pants had 2 large 

bright red patches. Mom and I would go over and visit him. He had a 

large wild strawberry patch and "Boy" were they good! Neighbors were 

at 1 eas t a mil e II as the crow fly-sit. Mr. Bragg gave me 2 black ki t tens. 

Mom kept them up in the barn and I would go up there and spend hours 

playing with them. One dG~, I decided I was going down to see the John 

Oswoods - they had 2 girls and 1 bOy (Margaret, Tillie, and Burnett). 

I got Mom's mop .stick and 2 cats and took off across the prairieo Mother 

was frantic, she called and looked everywhere, thought I mibht have got 

into the creek and as the sun was setting and a stm.,m comir. g in, there 
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she saw me coming with my 2 cats and the mop stick horse. 

Mom would take the team and wagon and would go over to see the Joe 

Roke family, they had 2 boys and 1 girl, Johnny, Tootie and Dick. John 

Oswood was our closest neighbor. There were about 4 or 5 white women 

in the area, others were Indian women. There were round circles of 

stone on several places by the creeks and that was where the Indians 

had a camp. Teepees were put in the circle. Several bachlors had home

steads, they were Severt Reswold, Jake Oswood, Louis Oswood and Nelson 

Petterson who bought the Knute Oswood place in later years. 

Whitlash and Gold Butte were west of us - also the old Co. Ranch. 

Gold Butte was being mined for gold. The tow n composed of Tony Fey's 

General Store, a hotel - I think the Carrol's had it. Then there was 

lit saloon, livery barn and Blacks Smith Shop. Mother would visit friends 

at Whitlash - Mrs. Amidroze who was a sister of Mrs. Roke, then there 

were the Launers, Strattons, Elmer Brown, Demerests, Feys, Christian~, 

Iversons, Morgans, Jeppesens, Forsyths, Harvey Price and Lottie and 

others whose names I can't remember. Mother took care of Mrs. Amidroze 

when her last baby was born and she is Louise Greer of Big Fork, Mt. 

I wouldn't play with the Stratton children because they had runny noses. 

The Amidroze had 3 girls and 1 boy, Lucille, Louise: Nettie and Fritz. 

Fritz in later years worked on the Joe Roke ranch foI' years Until he 

retired and came to Kalispell,Mt. The Fontaines lived en Straw.berry 

Flats, they had 1.Q children, one girl still. in Columbia Falls sinc-s1910. 

Her name is Rosie Burnett. 

Ed Trommer and £.lother married at Fort Benton, Mt. 1909. He had several, 

bands of sheep besides stock. He came from Iowa. His wife had died and 

left 5 Children, but they never came out to Montana to the ranch as long 

as I lived there, which was 8 years. 

Mother and I went back to New York to visit her sister there. My 

aun t bought me a big doll at Macys Store.. I enjoyed going up and down 

the rolling strairs. We then went on to Antigo, Wisc. to see another 

aunt, Mom' 6 youngest sister, Lydia Churney and Uncle Jack. I stayed 

with them for several months and went to school. Uncle Jack tried to 

pierce my ears with a needle and burnt cork, but didn't work out as I 

crawled under the bed. They had a small girl, Doris, who now lives in 

Miami, Fla. and later 2 boys were born - Jack who lives in Deltona, Fla. 

and David. lives in Penna. 



51 

I do not remember if I came back to Montana with my Aunt and Uncle, 

but I do know they were at the ranch and Aunt Lydia said they were there 

in 1910 - Ed Trammer wanted Uncle Jack to file on a homestead, because 

he needed more land for sheep range. He had one large herd that stayed 

year around on Horse Creek, where there was water. Nels Petterson and 

Matt Morgan were the range riders for Trommer, as he had several herds 

and herders. 

In the Spring the sheep were brought to the ranch for shearing, this 

was done by hand. I felt sorry for the animals because they'd cut them 

so bad with the large shears they used. They would put me in those big, 

large sacks to stomp the wool, so it would pack down, that's when I found 

out sheep had TiCks. 

Mother's oldest sister's son came from Wilkes-Barre, Pa. to work on 

the ranch. He was 16 and had 7 brothers. He was the only one of the 

fami.ly that came out West and his name was George Cerwanka. He worked 

in the Mill at Bonner for many years, he also filed on a homestead which 

was south of the ranch near the Fred Swantner homestead arid Nick Laas 

~and (He went into the service and when he returned, he married Nina 

Bernhard - a teacher who taught school in Lothair, Mt. Sam Irvine and 

wife and Grandad had land just north of the ranch and was the first 

Trammer P.O. Postmaster. DUring lambing, branding, farming and haying, 

these men all settlers were working off and on for Trammer. 

Our neighbors, who were settlers around the area were, Callaways, 

Olsons, Larsons, Holmes, Ira Martin, Stalcups, Braybanders, Noklebys, 

Markusons, Bolmas, Buckmasters, Hills, Abbotts, Wilsons, Porters, 

Smestads, Phillips, Gormans, Lees, Rockmans, Swanson, Snuffer, Swantners, 

Randy (last name don I t remember), she lived near Noklebys farm - Gleora 

Olson - she was my music teacher. She homesteaded in the Grand View 

Area and came from Grand Forks, N. Dak. Also a fellow who homesteaded 

near the. Holmes Farm - he returned to Kalispell and was Mayor of the 

ci ty, but do not recall his name. The Children would stop on their way 

home from school and he I d have cookies for them. In the Horse Creek 

area, were the Zeans, Bush, Fredricksons, Egglestons, Russels, Prescotts, 

Hulls, Sheltons and Coon. 

I attended t.he Trammer school. (1910), summer school began in March 

through December. My teacher was Effie Madson and her parents farmed 

near Joplin. She graduated from school there and took the teachers exams 
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and passed her test, so applied for our school, she was 16 years of age. 

Mother was on the school board, so helped her get her first school. The 

teachers usually board and roomed at the ranch as there was more room. 

Our house- had three bedrooms. The teachers and I would walk sometimes to 

school and could also ride my pony. It was two miles walking and 2t by 

road. We carried our lunch. Teachers had to do their own janitor work, 

plus build the fire. I would help if I didn't have chores to do when I 

got home. Water was hauled by a neighbor in cans. The girls and boys 

that attended the school were - John, Elmer, Mable and Clara Bolma -Btasil 

Buckmaster, John and Tessie Abbott. Ruth and Willard Roc~an, Carloyn 

Oswood, Alice Larson, Lilly, Dagney, Egbert and Rudolp Nokleby, AJny and 

John stalcup, Oilens boy and a Gorman boy. There were 3 teachers beSides 

Effie that taught at the school during my years going there. A Miss Wall, 

Nettie Star and Vera Hughlett (She married Chas, Bush) from Horse Creek. 

trommer had 3 large stallions. They each had a separate stall. One 

had a large pen outside to exercise in - one was a Clysdale, a Belgian 

and a Percheron. I, could ride the Belgian as the hired llilen would help 

~eup on him and I looked like a pea on a walnut. He was gentle, but the 

other two were more frisky and one would bite if given the chance. I had 

to help feed them, but thank goodness, I could put the hay through a 

window from the outside. I also took ca~e of gathering eggs and feeding 

chickens. We also had geese, duck, and turkeys. Would bring in the cows 

and on the hired mans day off or he was working away from the ranch, J:' d 

help with the milking. George and I would also help herd a band of sheep, 

probably on Saturday and sometimes Sunday. One time I sat down in a patch 

of cactus, my cousin had to help pick out the stickers and the days were 

hot and no shade. When going to Chester for supplies, Mom would take the 

te'am and buggy. In winter we used a sleigh with hay in bottom of the box 

and a foot warmer or a couple of hot bricks and a big cow hide robe. I 

always looked forward to going into town, as Mr. Baker who owned the 

Chester Trading Co. would always give me a string of rock candy or large 
" 

licorice stick. We- would go and visi t some friends that Hom knew - Mrs. 

Crist, she was a seamstress and the Browns and the Lattimores, (I believe 

they had the Hotel). Mr. & Ivlrs. Baker and their daughter Helen, would come 

out to the ranch on a Sunday and have dinner with us. I would help Mom with 

the dishwashing - I would Btand on a small stool my Dad had made for me. 

The hired men that worked ::or Trammer through the years were - Hauns Yurman 

(Carl & Hike's Dad), he couldn I t speak English very good. They lived on a 
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homestead just north and west of Chester. Their house was made out of 

clay and straw or old hay and there was no floor, the walls were real 

thick. (I'm told the house still stands). Visiting them one day, I 

remember Carl, he wa~ very shy - and stood around the corner of the house 

and peeked around the corner. Mike was a tease. Their Dad,Hauns, one 

morning at the ranch, played a trick on me and I never forgave him. The 

wagon was out in the yard and they had steel rims on the wheels. It was 

a frosty morn and he told me to stick my tongue on it, and of course, I 

did, it took all the skin off of my tongue and he laughed, but I cried 

and that ended our friendship. I wouldn't pack lunch to him when out in 

th.e field after that. Sveier Rockman, Nick Laas, Brad Skinner were some 

of the men who worked at times on the ranch. 

Being the only child, I had to 

make my own amusement, so played 

a lot with my doll. Mom would 

help me make doll clothes and I 

had to feed the bum lambs by bottle. 

In winter I had no sled, so my cou

sin made me one , but it was too' 

heavy to pull up hill and the run

ne'rs were without metal, I some

times used the big coal shovel. 

One day in early spring the 

hired man found twin antelopes, 

he' brought them to the house so 

Mom and Geo. got busy and built 

Antelope Mom (Ma Trammer) raised 
on bottles at Trammer Ranch. 

a pen for them. She raised them on the bottle till real large. One night 

one got out, so we had one for some time and then it was tUrned out to roam 

the praJ..rJ.e. There were seve'ral herds, we would see them when going to 

town in a large meadow south of Nick Laas place and also near Matt Morgans 

farm. I would go and visit Morgans as I liked the baby and would rock it 

to sleep. In a dug out North of Batt Morgans lived a man, his wife and 

a:d ttle girl.. It was near Christma,s, so Mom took some food to them, they 

had nothing much to wear and food was lOW, so Mom took my doll that T4Y 

Aunt gave me and gave it to the little girl. After leaving there, I cried 

most of the way home. 
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In the late summer, we would take s:)me food, bedding, buckets and boxes 

and we'd go to the old homestead ar. _ camp in the house. Mom loved to pick 

gooseberries and sometimes we'd ii-· . ..i other berries - she'd make goosie berry 

pie and jams and jellies - they r. ~re tasted good in the winter. One day 

Mom stepped in to a hornets neB'. and her leg and ankle swelled, so had to 

go down to the creek to bath .Lt and get the swelling down. 

Mother and I would go t.. Havre by train to visit ,t'riends and sometimes 

I would stay and visit;"': _;h Mary (McDonough) Bailey.. Her husband had one 

of the first Saloons j Havre, they had a nice horse and buggy, so on 

Sundays in the after·' Jon, we'd go for a ride out to the old Fort Assinaboine -

Mary had 2 brother" that also lived in Havre and worked for G.N. one was an 

engineer and oth,,':- a conductor. Tom and Bess McDonough had a son Tommy and 

I use to help babysit, in later years they had adopted a girl. Last I 

heard of Tommy was from Seattle. Mary in later years worked as G.N. operator 

and in late::.' years married Skinny Enfield. Mary was a second mother to me. 

There wer':'j also the Lorangers, they had a saloon in Chester and Havre, Dr. 

Almas a::ld Harris families, also the yeons. 

Go:i.ng to school I had traps to check. Geo. had set them for badgers and 

kit fOX, that helped him with spending moneY. Ruth Rockman and I would take 

our ponies and go to visit Zerans on Horse Creek. ve would go across 

country and the gullies would be filled with snow. One time we got caught 

in a snow storm and our horses were really tired, when we got there -also 

we'd go out and have races - anything for amusement. One day, we were 

playing with the calves, we'd grab themby the tail and they'd run, would 

try to hang on and part of one's tail came off and BOY! were we scared. We 

put the tail part down a old water hole and took off. Her Dad never did 

know what happened to that calfs tail - (we laugh about it when we Visit) 

(Poor Ruth was really scared) (She'll probably skin me for telling this). 

ED TROMMER (my stepdad) was not a sociable man, never took mother and I 

to visit our neighbors, SOcial gathings at the school house, Christmas 

programs or dances. He would go on a spree for a week or 10 days, never 

knew where. He also gambled, which was his down-fall,. and lost the ranch. 

He came home one time and Mother found a bottle of whiskey in the buggy, 

so she smashed t)1e bottle. He got the whip and chased us around the:sard. 

We finally got away and went over to our neighbors until it got dark. 

George had him calmed do\\m by then. Another time, Mo l;her, the teacher and 
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Trommer Ranch (Picture taken April 25, 1953) 

I had gone to a dance at the school house, and in those days they danced 

until sun up. When we got home, found the kitches, walls and ceiling 

plas'tered with eggs.. What a mess to clean up! 

In 1926 or 1927, Trommer had a sale, I went to it, to buy back my 

dishes and some of Moms - that wera given to us for our birthdays, etc. 

He would not let V:om take them, some of the neighbors bid them in to be 

sure we got them back. John Holm bid in my small cups and saucers, also 

a large cut glass bowl. That was the last time I was at the ranch un til 

summer of 1981. The old log cabin, barn and house are still there - but 

the creek if gone, the nice trees are dead and I could not get near the 

house because of weeds and thistles. 

In the Spring of 1917 Hother left the ranch and went to work for Ike 

Diemert, he had the resturan t and hotel in Lothair. That fall Mother took 

over the hotel and ran it until 1933. The town was growing and settlers 

were coming in (1916 was the beginning of the land boom). Taylor and 

Ridgeway came from Spokane and opened a land or real eatate office. 

There were two general stores, DuBoise - sold his out to Chas. Benson, 

Ed Robinson had the other - a smaller store owned by l':r. & Hrs. Sanford. 

He was a missionary and had a small Chapel for services, also a Catholic 

Church and some services were held in the school house. Bank of Lothair 
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was managed by a 1'1r. Day and Dick Stille J he married Hary Jo Sisko She 

was a music teacher. Post Histresses were during the years, Brs. Hughlett, 

she had 2 girls and a boy. Vera, she was my teacher at Trommer school, 

she married Chas. Bush from Horse Creek. Hildred worked for G. N. as 

operator. Mrs. Hughlett was related to the Star Sisters in Galata, 

Edith Greiner (Irma Nelson) Mrs. Wilsie & Mrs. McLaren. Ralph Wilsie 

ran the Implement Store,Bob Schwen had the livery stable and dray. Geo. 

Mi tchell ran the saloon, he came from Nome, Alaska, going there in his 

teens during the Gold Rush Days. Section foreman's were Dicks, they had 

2 girls, Kathyrn and Ruth, and Andy Anderson, a single man. Trumbull 

was depot agent, as was Steve coram & Dave WcLaren. Operators were 

coming and gOing, some I remember who stayed any length of time were' Pat 

Mulliken, Alma Hoppen (she lives in Polson) Mary Emfield. Elevator men 

were - Erickson and Alair, Matkin and later years Glen Standiford. A 

lumber yard was run by Sam Myre.(?) and Barker. Dance Hall - a garage, 

the mechanic was Rumley(Nick name) Bill. A seaman who was really a 

character, he came from Ireland through Canada, a friend when you needed 

one and of many trades. When the war broke out he left and he was never 

heard from again. 

ROY Slater was a carpenter, brother of Mrs. Greiner. Pool Hall was 

run by Edgar BallOU, Billy Ballou was a barber, Gay Rose was a nephew. 
/ It".,j./,} 't{.'.,., '~I-:)'...A,Jt..{ 

Mother Trommer's Hotel in Lothair 
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Mr. Jim Whiteley, was also a mechanic, his wife, Ann was a nurse, they had 

two boys, George and Norman. They came from England, they farmed, but dry 

years. didn't help them, so they moved into town and had a garage. The 

school had 8 grades and later 1 & 2 years of high school. 

Mother added a kitchen and 6 bedrooms to the hotel she employed at 

times when business was good. A cook and waitress and a chamber-maid the 

girls who worked at that time of World War I were, Alice Reap, her sister 

Lydia and some times another sister Erma. Mrs. Helen Brigger and her 

mother - also a lady named JoJo. A Mrs. Winters and Alma Zanda were cooks 

at one time or another through the years. 

In the year 1918 - a lot of the young men went into the service - also 

my cousin Geo. left. Some of these younger men who had bought land left 

for service. Bert Nelson and brother who helped in the elevators, and 

many worked on the section crew. 

In the summer of 1919, Mother got very illo The nearest doctor was 

Dr. Melvin of Chester which is 10 miles east of Lothair, she had inflam

atory Rheumatism, Mrs. Whitely cared for her for several weeks. Hother 

could hardly stand a sheet over her body, she would scream when being cared 

for, she really suffered and Mrs. Whitely was a wonderful person, sta,yed by 

her side for a good many days and nites. Norman Whitely and I had our 

tonsils removed by Dr. Melvin on the kitchen table. Norman and I were put 

in the same bed and I was crying and Norman reached over and patted me on 

the shoulder and said "Irma don't cry, I'll buy you an ice cream cone". 

In my school days there, I had measles twice, croop, and head lice - seemed 

. to me one summer I had my head in Lard and Kerosene several times. I 

took painting lessons the summer of 1918. Mother did also, as did several 

others. Mrs. Chas. Walden was the teacher and. really an artist. I still 

have a picture of mine and one of Mothers that we painted. 

In school here are a list of those I knew and some who came and left 

during my 2t years in school there: 

Mark Wilson 

Glen Standiford 

Muriel Wilson 

Thomas Porter 

Edward Hutchison 

Dean Gillespie 

Byron Harris 

Bill Casper 

Freda Doyle 

Francis Violett 

Francis Horan 

Jessie Violett 



Blanche Smith 

Faye Smith 

Mary Schroer 

Jessie Diemert 

Buelah Standiford 

June: Standiford 

Ruth Dick 

Kathyrn Dick 

Cecil Hutchison 

Rose Hutchison 
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Elizabeth Williams 

Edith Greiner 

Josephine Voitten 

Earl Wallace & Carter ChildreD 

Mable Zelda and Zada Case 

Gordon Standiford 

Marie and Lila Glen 

Earl - Cl.aude - Eddy - Billy - Mina - Mable~ Ames 

Chas. - Willard - MaryJo - Beatrice - Helen, Trumbull 

Teachers I had were: 

Nellie McClaren Nellie Poland 

Mr .. Gist was a high school teacher and Josie Ferebee grade, they were 

teachers in l.ater years. Miss Brassfield, she taught for several years 

and had a home in Lothair and died there, but she Wasn't my teacher. In 

later years, Evelyn Jensen, Mrs. Harvey Olson and Lillian Reynolds -Edwards, 

taught there. Lillian boarded & roomed with us when shetaught in .,the 30' s. 

When prohibition came in, Mother leased the Hotel out to Helen Smith for 

one year and then to a Mrs. Winters for a year. Geo Mitchell had closed 

the saloon and had leased the Harrington Hotel in Great Falls. He wanted 

mother to be house-keeper, so we moved to Great Falls. r finished my 

7th grade there, took the street car to and from school which was up on 

Boston Haights. 

The next year the new 8th grade school opened on 9th st. and Central. 

After 8th grade I went to Commercial College, but later went to work in 

a dime store. All this time, it was what they called Bootleg days, and 

there was plenty of it especially on the old Bootleggers trail south 

of Galata in to Gt. Falls. 

r was very unhappy in Gt. Falls, I had no school chums and living in 

the hotel was very lonesome. After cCluple years there, Geo .. Hitchell sold 

out and went into the Pool Hall and B:,otleg business •. Hother rented a 

house with several bedrooms. She opened up a boarding house and had that 

for a year, then the lease was up on the hotel so she returned to Lothair. 

I stayed in Gt. Falls, went to school part time and then worked. 
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When the Liberty Theatre opened up, I.was one of several girls who worked 

there and really enjoyed it, the theatre was really nice. Mr. Hyrich was 

the manager, later Bill steege was manager. 

In 1923, I returned to Lothair as mother needed,me home to help her out, 

then the Gibbon-Dempsey Prize fight came to Shelby. The oil boom was on

then later came the drouth - Army worms and grasshoppers and ,,",'i th dry winds 

and dust storms, all in all was a struggle. We had no electricity, no 

water" a spring supplied water by hauling it in a tank and put in cisters. 

In the winter the G. N. supplied water for drinking and cooking. We 

hauled it in 5 gallon cans. Ice was put up in Winter for our refrigeration 

during summer (ice boxes) and home made, at that. In summer; rain water 

was used for washing, Coleman gas lights - kerosene lamps,Hother put in 

the carbide lights later. 

• I 

The Golden West Hotel & Bar 

Ma Trommer moved her Hotel from Lothair to Chester in 1933. The top part 

of the hotel was removed in Lothair before it was moved by Otto Shepherd 

croGs country to Chester. This part was made into the bar and she added 

it on to the north side of the Western Hotel that had been owned by Henry 

Schneider and it was named the Golden West. Marrommer sold the bar "& 

hotel to Larry Aaberg in 1944 or 1945. 



Charles Wm. Hall's homestead north of Hill P. O. in Northern 
Chouteau Co. now. Liberty. Picture: taken when Irma was three 
years old. Her dad passed away in 1907 in Hazeltown, PaD 
Charles Hall was herdrider for the Bourne & Hamilton Sheep Co., 
which was south of Hill Post Office. 

Some History of Dad, Charles Wm. Hall. Dad was raised in Penna. His 

father raised race horses. Dad was a jockey. He had four brothers and 

two Sisters. One of my Dad's brother boy, Joe Hall - lives in Shamokin, 

Pa., as does a sister Helen Witmer. I correspond wi th them now, up un.til 

two years ago, I did not know any of Dads relatives were alive. Dad was 

married in early life and had a boy by the name of Frank Hall. This 

became known to me in 1936 when I lived at the head of ·Whitefish Lake 

and received a letter from Frank saying he was coming out to see me, >he 

had a boy and two girls. He got as far as Chicago and had to return home 

because he was too ill to come West. 

His daughter corresponded with me for a couple of years and then I 

never heard from them again. So, I've regretted that I didn't get to 
mee.t bim and learn more about his family. 
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Theresa Bauer Hall Trommer:A little life 

story about Hother. She came from Tachau, 

Austria with her parents. There were 7 
girls and 1 boy_ They were on a boat for 

several weeks. Landing in New York, my 

Grandfather fell heir to another family of 

5 children and their mother. Seems the hus

band did not meet the family and Grand dad 

did what he could for them. He worked digg

ing ditches and whatever he could get. They 

spoke no English, with very little money and 

in a strange land was indeed a challenge for 

all. Mother was 9 years old. She attended 

Catholic schools. She could read and write 

and speak German. The youngest gir'l 

(Aunt Lydia) waS a baby. Grand Dad 

finally settled in Freeland, Pennsylvania. 

wooden barrels with the metal stays around. 

Theresa Bauer Hall Trommer 

He had a trade, it was making 

Mother went to work in the silk mill at WilkeS-Barre, Fa. So her school

ing was not too good. She was 12 years old. One day coming home from 

work, she found a gold band ring, she gave it to her mother. Her mother 

wore it until her death and then Mother got the ring and she wore it until 

her death. (1966) 
Later years she went to work for a family in New York. They were 

Jewish. Mother always said they were the nicest, most considerate and 

very good to their help or servants. One of the boys was a doctor, and 

had it not been for him, she would have died from an accident. They 

cared for her and payed all the costs. 

**************************************************** 

The Owsley Family Historical Society held their fifth annual meeting 

at the John Marshall Hotel in Richmond, Virginia, 13 Hay, 1983. Carl J. 

Owsley of Orlando, Florida was chosen President for the next two years. 

Ers. William H. Martin of Seattle, Washington is the Secretary. 

Albert W. L. Moore, l'-fembE':rship Chairman 

1420 North Spring, Independence, Mo. 64050 

*************************************************** 
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FROM EARLY NEWSPAP~RS RIVER PRESS 

Fort Benton, Monto 

At Sweet Grass hills, on election day, it stQrmed. When 

Under Sheriff Healy left there was snow to the depth of 

one and one-half feet on the mountains. This is a 

great blessing to the farmers and stockmen as well as 

the miners. It will enable those working placer mines 

to continue work unitl long into the summer. 

********************* 

From Under SheriIf M. J. Healy and others who came in 

from the Sweet Grass Hills Wednesday we gather the 

following interesting items: 

Mr. Matthew Carrol, Major Clitz, David Gilmour, all of 

Helena, and their associates, have been for some time 

past driving a tunnel to tap the Copper Glance lode, 

Which is situated on a very abrupt mountain side cut by 

a deed gulch or chasm. The lead, it appears, dips toward 

the gulch, and has just been struck at the end of a forty 

foot tunnel 300 feet from the surface. The tunnel is 

already into the vein five feet, without finding the inner 

wall rock. The are body runs very even, and shows an 

assay of $107 silver, and shows $73 copper value per ton. 

The owners are highly elated over their find, and without 

doubt have a veritable bonanza. 

Messrs. Hazeltine & Porter are proceeding with the de

velopment of the Brown-Eyed Queen lode. They are 

shipping ore to Swansea, Wales, which runs $412 to the 

ton. The cost of hauling to the Hanitoba railway at 

Big Sandy station is $15 per ton; tariff to New York by 

rail, $25 per ton, and by vessel from New York to Swansea, 

'3 per ton. The cost of working at Swansea is nominal, 

so it will be seen that the lucky owners are receiving 

net about $350 for every ton of ore shipped. 

Larry Emberson is working a force of seven men on a 

placer claim, using hydraulic power, with forty feet of 

pressure. He has from eighteen to twenty feet of a face 

with six feet of wash pay gravel, and is cleaning up $15 

for every ten hours work to the man. As long as the water 
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June 5, 1889 

June 12, 1889 

lasts he will run day and night. It requires but little 

figuring to learn that he is making big money_ 

Se'ttlers are coming in' thick and fast.' They are 

principally cattle and horse raisers, farmers and some 

wool growers who are preparing to move their flocks in 

as soon as shearing time is Over. 

********************* 

The new Teton bridge is nearing completion. It is one 

massive iron span made after the fashion which spans the 

Missouri at this paint. 

********************* 

Miss Jesse McDougall, a charming young lady from Chicago, 

arrived to-day. She comes on a visit to her friend;: 

Mrs. James Wright, of the Marias. 

********************* 

Born-- At Fort Benton, M.T. June 4th Mr. and Mrs. Hornback, 

a son. 

***************.******* 

Capt. John N. Coe, Twentirth infantry, Fort Assinniboine, 

will serve as inspector of stock tc be delivered to the 

Indians at Fort Belknap June 15th. Gen. Ruger made the 

assignmen t. 

*********************** 

Hr. W. P. Turner, Jr. of the marias, who returned from 

Tennessee a couple of weeks ago, has just recovered from 

a spell of typhoid fever. He arrived this morning from 

his ranch on the Marias and tells us that the three round 

up parties left Fen d'Oreille coulee this morning for 

the upper Teton range. 

********************* 

Born-- In this city, June 5, 1889 to the wife of T. F. 

Morgan, a boy. 

********************** 

We learn from a gentleman recently from the Sweet Grass 

Hills that the several mines in that district are being 
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worked to the full extent of the limited facilities at the 

command of their owners. At present their are 85 recorded 

claims there and prospects are favorable that the number 

will be increased considerably before fall. The country 

in the immediate vicinity of the hills is being rapidly 

settled by farmers who came with the determination that 

their products will be consumed by the miners of that 

section. A number of samples of ores will be sent to 

Helena to-morrow for assay and the result of their returns 

will decide in their owners minds the question of extensive 

improvements and development. A first-class assay office 

is greatly needed there, as the charactor of the are is such 

that it requires tests other than the mortar and postle to 

determine its value. The voice of the people in thatnew 

camp is loud in its demands for a post office. It is the 

general desire of the public that a route be established·to 

that section, a request which it is hoped will soon be 

granted. 

*********************** 

June 19, 1889 Mr. R. S. Barnes, of the Sweet Grass, has filed a record 

of"Marble Chiefll lead in the East butte of the Sweet 

Grass. 

*********************** 

Miss Lucy E. Churchill, of Front Royal, Va., arrived this 

morning to remain several weeks, visiting her brother, 

Mr. J. F. Churchill, and other friends. She is at pre

sent a guest. at the hospitable home of Mr. and Mrs. C. W. 

Price. 

******************** 

July 17, 1889 Hessrs. R. W. Buckland and Richard Oatey came in from 

the Sweet Grass hills yesterday full of enthusiasm over 

the result of their explorations. The reports regarding 

the situation of affairs in that busy mining camp are 

most encouraging according to the statements made by 

these gentlemen. They brought with them some fine 

specimens of ore a sampl~l of which is to be assayed. 

Mr. Buckland says nothing but capital and machinery are 
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needed to bring these mines on a plane with those of 

Butte. The metal is there, and in time the mines in the 

hills will be recognized among the leading producers of 

the country. 

********************* 

Mose Solomon who conducts the largest hennery on the 

Marias is in the ci ty in the interest of his establishment. 

*********************** 

July 31, 1889 Mr. Fred Barnes, one of the first discovers of the Sweet 

Grass hills, is in the city visiting his old-timer 

friends. The lucky prospector will return soon with 

provisions sufficient to last him and his party of work

men all winter. He returns with the best wishes of his 

many friends. for his success in the neVi mining country. 

*********************** 

Mr. W. P. Turner of the Marias, left this morning for 

Butte, where he goes to dispose of 1,400 pounds of butter. 

He should find a ready market in the great mining camp 

for his article, as it is of superior grade. Choteau 

county can furnish every city in the territory with butter, 

for it is here the cows and facilities for making it are 

found. 

********************** 

Frank Morger is in the city from his Marias ranch. He 

has several horses of fine quality, among which is the 

well known Lady Daniel, a half sister to Daniel B., which 

he prizes highly. It is his intention to enter her in 

the fall races at Helena, believing her to be capable of 

winning her share of honors at the territorial meet. 

Daniel B. is a Benton horse and has become famous through

out the territory for his speed qualities and it would 

not be a great surprise to hear of Lady Daniel making a 

startling record next month. Choteau county produces 

some good horses and is every year sending to the Helena 

race track a speciman of running stock of which any 

communi ty may be· proud. 

******************** 
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July 31, 1889 J. L. and J. B. Stark and Thos. Strode came to the city 

yesterday afternoon from the Sweet Grass hills, where 

they have large mining interests. They will return with 

additional facilities for further development of their 

Aug. 7, 1889 

mines. 

************************ 

This morning a party of prospectors consisting of Jno. 

Haley, Jas. Badkin and M. Mansfield, started for the 

Sweet Grass Hills where they will set camp and try their 

luck in those wonderful mines. They are thorough miners 

and are well equipped with the required facilities to 

sink a shaft if necessary a hundred feet or more~ A 

Complete outfit of assayer's material is also among the 

things taken, so the inconvenience of awaiting returns 

from Helena will not be experienced. It is the intention 

of the party to thoroughly explore the hills and remain 

there till snow flies. The result of their labors will 

be anxiously awaited by the many who hold their faith in 

the wealth of those mountains. 

************************** 

Yesterday afternoon Judge Duff united in marriage Mr. 

Denis Duispis of Great Falls and Hiss Adaline Alard, of 

this City. The happy couple will reside at Great Falls 

in the future. 

************************** 

c. B. Toole,. late head clerk at the Blackfeet agency, 

has removed his family to his Sweet Grass ranch where 

he has large bands of horses and cattle to which he will 

here after devote his attention. 

*************************** 

Aug. 14, 1889 Mr. Frank Stiles came down, from the Sweet Grass Hills 

this morning and is making some extensive purchases for 

parties in that section. He- says the miners there are 

taking steps for the establishment of a mail route into 

the mines and hope to be in communication with the out
side world wi thin the next two or three weeks. 

************************ 
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Aug. 14, 1889 Born- On the Teton, August 13, 1889, to the wife of 

B. L. Powers, a daughter. 

************************** 

Some fine specimans of silver and copper ore from Sweat 

Grass were seen today. Some of them will be sent to 

Mantle and Warren's cabinet at Butte. 

************************** 

T. P. Strode is down from the Sweet Grass Hills purchasing 

supplies necessary to carry him and his party of miners 

through the winter. He says there will be quite a colony 

of miners wintering in the hills and that they all have 

fair prospects to work on. 

************************** 

Aug. 21, 1889 Mr. Leonard Pugsley, of Big Sandy, was in the city today. 

Mr. Pugsley says everything is running smoothly in that 

portion of Northern Montana and that the ranges there are 

still green and growing. The RIVER PRESS acknowledges 

a pleasant call from the gentleman. 

************************** 

Died-- At Piegan, Mont., August ~th, 1889, of cholera 

infantum, Charles L., infant son of Almon B. and Isabel 

Coe, aged 3 months. 

************************** 

The Al Hamilton lode, located in the east butte of the 

Sweet Grass hills, promises to be one of the best lead 

producers in that promising mining district. The returns of 

a recent assay of the ore made in Helena shows 76 per 

cent, lead. and $4.50 in gold. The sample was taken from 

a vein ,twenty feet in width at a depth of fifteen feet. 

Samples of ore taken just below the grass roots assayed 

$6.75, which shows that the value of the rock increases 

as depth is attained. This property was discovered 

last summer by Otis Barclay and is now in possession of 

A.B. Hamilton and others, who are developing the mine, 

and in the near future will erect a shaft house and 

improve the facilities for sinking a 100-foot shaft. 
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There is talk of stocking the mine and putting in heavy 

hOisting machinery, pumps, boilers, ect. 

************************** 

Sept. 11,1889 Mr. W. P. Turner, Jr., of the Marias, is in the city 

today. He informs us that he has qualified as postmaster 

at Lucille, and is ready to perform his duties as soon 

Oct. 2, 1889 

Oct. 9,1889 

as service shall have been established between Fort 

Benton and that paint. For some reason, however, no ser

vice has up to this date been ordered. What's the matter 

with Mr. Wanamaker? Is he aware that an important state 

election is in progress in Montana? This mail route 

should be l00ked after. 

************************* 

Mr. Frank Styles of Sweet Grass a gentleman who freights 

from Fort Benton to the mines, carrying the miners their 

supplies at regular intervals is in the city today. THe 

brings encouraging accounts of mining developments in 

that region which he says is indisputably one of the best 

mining sections of Montana. 

************************** 

Messrs. Thomas Healy, James Ross, Horace Clark, Larry 

Emberton and Mr. Barnes have all arrived from the Sweet 

Grass hills during the last few days .. They bring favorable 

reports from that mining region. Development is progress

ing slowly but surely on numerous mines, which are making 

a better showing as work progresses. There is no longer 

any doubt of the fact that the Sweet Grass quartz leads 

are true fissure veins and in due course of time there 

will be some bonanza mines opened up that will make mil

lionaires of their owners. 

********~**************** 

Doc. Barclay, a miner from Sweet Grass hills, brought 

in some specimans of splendid coal from a two foot vein 

lately discovered in that region. The Sweet Grass region 

has coal, iron ,gold and silver and promises to become 
a rich mining camp in the near future. 

************************~** 
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oct. 23, 1889 The bank of Northern Han tana purchased quite a lot of 

Sweet Grass gold dust during the last few days. 

************************** 

Frank Stiles, of Sweet Grass, arrived last night and to

day loaded his team with supplies for various miners in 

that section. Hr. Stiles makes a regular business of 

freighting to the mines. 

************************** 

The Benton & st. Louis Cattle Co., W. D. Nicholas, David 

Auchard, Edward Kelly and other owners on the Teton and 

l'1arias ranges will ship about thirty cars of cattle from 

the Fort Benton stock yards to-morrow. 

************************** 

Messrs. C. S. Gibson, Kyle Price and Oscar Olinger re

turned to~day from a trip to the Sweet Grass mines~ 

where they went to look after their property in that 

section. Messrs. Gibson and Price recently purchased 

some "feet" from Mr. Horace Clark. 

************************* 

Messrs. Gibson and Price brought in some fine samples 

of ore from the Mountain Cheif Lode, Sweet Grass mining 

district. 

************************** 

Hr. Chas. H. Boyle and wife arl.d Mr. R. W. Buckland and 

others left for the Sweet Grass mining district this 

afternoon. The party has two teams and plenty of camp 

equipage and propose to spend a couple of weeks in that 

district looking after their mines. They are interested 

in several promising locations and preparing to continue 

developments. 

************************** 

Mr. T. P. Strode, of the firm of Strode & Stark, pros

perous wool growers located south of the middle butte 

of the Sweet Grass hills is in the city laying in winter 
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supplies for their ranch. He also contemplates pur

chasing some bucks. Mr. Strode also informs us that his 

wool clip this season averaged over eight pounds to the 

fleece. As the firm has one of the best sheep locations 

in the county and are both rustlers, they cannot fail of 

success. 

************************** 

oct. 30 t 1889 Messrs. Burkenbuel and Matt Furnell, of Sun River, have 

ten or twelve cars of cattle to ship in a few days from 

Great Falls •. 

************************** 

Dec. 11, 1889 The use of wind mills on our bench lands is the latest 

proposi tion which we consider it our duty to advance. 

In a conversation with Mr. John Wasesha of Pen d'Oreille 

. coulee yesterday, we learned that he just purchased an 

Eclipse wind mill of Messrs. H. J. Wackerlin & Co .• of 

this city. He is going to put over a well near his 

residence on the bench lands for the purpose of raiSing 

water for his stock and to irrigate garden stuff. He 

struck pure water in his well at four-teen feet. It has 

been proven that water can be. found on our bench lands 

at from 14 to 20 feet. What is to prevent our stockman 

from sinking wells on good ranges distant from running 

streams, and putting wind mills on them to raise water? 

Nothing that we know of. Think of it, then do it. 

************************** 

A nice mining deal was made today. Mr. James Ross sold 

a one sixth interest in the Mountain Chief lead, Sweet 

Grass hills, to Messrs. C. I. Libby and Wm. Clark for 

something over $2,000. The Mountain Chief produces low 

grade ore in silver, copper and iron, but there are worl& 

Of it, the lead being sixty-five feet in widith. Messrs. 

C. S. Gibson, Kyle Price, R. W. Buckland, Charles Boyle 

and James Ross are also interested in this lead. 

************** •• *********** 
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